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TRANSLATOR’S  PREFACE, 


THE  Duke  de  la  Rochefoucault  Liancourt, 
a man,  who,  at  all  times,  has  been  didinguifhed 
as  one  of  the  mod:  amiable,  the  mod  virtuous,  and  the 
bed:  informed  of  all  the  French  nobility,  has  made  a 
journey  for  philofophical  and  commercial  obfervation 
throughout  a great  part  of  North  America,  and  has 
communicated  the  fubdance  of  his  obfervations  to 
the  World,  in  the  valuable  Narrative  which  is  here 
prefented  to  the  Britifh  Public.  ^ 

Although  no  longer  a dependency  of  the  Britifh 
Empire,  the  thirteen  provinces  of  the  American  Com- 
monwealth are  not  regarded  by  Britons,  as  a land  of 
Grangers.  The  mutual  animodties  of  the  war  of  the 
American  revolution  are  already  extinguifhed.  Britons 
and  Americans  now  think  of  each  other  only  as  bre- 
thren ; a kindred  defcent,  a common  language,  con- 
genial chara6ler,'a  drong  alliance  of  inditutions,  arts, 
and  manners,  render  them  to  one  another  reciprocally 
intereding,  perhaps  much  more  than,  in  dmilar  cir- 
cumdances,  any  third  nation  would  be  to  either.  As 
the  hidory  of  the  Spaniards,  who  drd  entered  South 
America,  engages  our  curiodty  more  than  that  of 
the  horfes,  the  dogs,  or  the  fugar-canes,  which  they 
carried  with  them  ; as  the  hidory  of  the  nations  of 
polifhed  Europe  is  more  intereding  than  that  of  the 
Tartars  and  Tongud  ; as  accounts  of  the  fortunes  of 
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a fon,  a father,  a brother,  a lover,  in  a diftant  land, 
are  more  anxioufiy  expedted,  and  more  eagerly  heard, 
than  if  it  were  but  a cafual  acquaintance  to  whom  they 
related  : fo,  in  the  fame  manner,  and  for  the  fame 
reafons,  every  new  communication  refpedling  North 
America,  and  its  inhabitants  of  Britifh  defccnt,  is 
naturally,  in  an  extraordinary  degree,  attractive  to 
the  curiofity  of  the  people  of  this  country.  M.  de  la 
Rochefoucault’s  details  concerning  colonial  life  and 
manners  are,  hence,  adapted  to  imprefs  a Britifh  ima- 
gination, as  agreeably  as  if  their  fubjedt  were  the  rural 
ceconomy  of  Wales,  of  Yorkfhire,  or  of  the  High- 
lands of  Scotland,  and  that,  till  now,  though  fo  nearly 
interefiing,  yet  utterly  unknown. 

Betides  fuch  motives  of  affedtion  and  curiofity,  there 
are  reafons  of  a lefs  refined  nature,  which  engage  the 
commercial  people  pf  England,  to  lifren  eagerly  to  all 
authentic  accounts  refpediing  America.  A great  and 
increafing  intercourfe  of  trade  and  emigration  is  car- 
ried on  between  thefe  two  countries,  The  lands  aqd 
national  debts  of  the  American  Republic  are  fami- 
liarly bought  and  fold  in  London.  The  produce  pf 
American  plantations,  the  planks  fronq  American  faw- 
xnills,  the  (hips  built  in  American  dock-yards,  are,  in 
a large  proportion,  defiined  for  the  pfe  pf  Britain, 
A very  numerous  emigration  of  induftriqus,  refilefs, 
or  enterprifing  perfons,  are  conftantly  pafting  from 
Britain  to  America.  The  transfer  of  property  be- 
tween the  two  countries  is  great  and  incefiant.  It 
would  be  impoffible  to  manage  the  commerquil  bufi~ 
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hcfs  which  thus  arifes  between  the  two  countries  with 
any  adequate  mercantile  intelligence,  if  continual  en- 
quiries were  not  diligently  made  into  all  circum- 
ftances  that  can  influence  produce,  manufadlure,  and 
demand  in  the  market,  efpecially  in  America,  where 
all  things  are  as  yet  much  more  uncertain,  and  more 
imperfectly  known  than  in  Britain.  The  political 
relations  and  correfpondence  between  Britain  and 
America  confpire  to  the  fame  efFeCt ; for  there  are 
many  occafions,  upon  which  a Britifh  politician,  in- 
attentive to  the  progrefs  of  things  in  America,  would 
he  entirely  incapable  of  providing  for  the  true  politi- 
cal interefts  of  the  Britifh  empire. 

It  is,  however,  to  the  philofophical  enquirer,  of 
whatever  nation,  that  fuch  details  as  the  following 
volumes  contain,  concerning  the  Hate  of  life  and 
manners,  in  America,  are  likely  to  be  the  moft  ac- 
ceptable and  inftruCtive.  The  progrefs  of  coloniza- 
tion ; the  fir  ft  diffufton  of  new  inhabitants  through 
unappropriated  waftes ; the  fluggifh  aukwardnefs  of 
infant  husbandry ; the  relapfe  into  barbarifm,  of 
thofe  outcafts  from  polifhed  fociety,  whom  their  for- 
tune conducts  into  regions,  where  they  can  converfe 
only  with  the  wildnefs  of  rude  nature,  and  where 
they  are  deftitute  of  all  the  accommodations  of  the 
arts ; the  fimplicity  of  government  and  of  life  and 
manners,  that  is  natural  in  countries  where  popula- 
tion is  fcanty,  and  in  which  the  fubdiviftons  of  labour, 
and  all  the  complex  accommodations  of  fociety,  are 
unknown  ; the  curious  eontraft  between  colonial  and 
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favagc  manners,  and  the  effects  of  the  collision  be- 
tween barbarifin  and  civility;  topics  intereftihg  to 
philosophy,  above  almoft  all  others  in  the  hi  ft ory  of 
human  nature,  and,  of  all,  the  moff  imperfedly 
known  ; are  to  be  now,  for  the  nrft  time,  fully  elu- 
cidated, by  a vigilant  and  unremitting  obfervation  of 
the  phafes  of  focial  life  in  America.  For  the  pur- 
pofes  of  afeertaining  and  illuftrating  the  molt  im- 
portant principles  of  general  polity  and  jurisprudence* 
how  often  have  philofophers  in  vain  attempted  to- 
explore  the  forgotten  and  unrecorded  beginnings  of 
civil  life  ! How  often  lamented,  that  the  mo  ft  in- 
terefting  period  in  the.  pr&grefs  of  fociety,  fhould  thus 
be  prior  to  the  age  of  enlightened  obfervation  !;  How 
often,  and  how  ridiculoufiy  laboured  to  fupply  the 
deficiency  of  records,  by  that  fort  of  theory  which 
has  been  pompoufly  chriftened  Conjectural  Hiftory  ! 
The  account  of  the  fir  ft  population,  measurement, 
and  tillage  of  the  plains  of  Egypt,  Affyria,.  Hindofta-n, 
or  China,  is  no  longer  to  be  recovered  from  obli- 
vion : even  the  exaft  circumftances  of  the  Settlement 
of  the  fir  ft  Egyptian ’'colonies  in  Greece  ; of  the  fir  ft 
Lydian,  Greek,  and  Phrygian  colonies  in  Italy ; of 
our  Teutonic  anceftors  in  Germany  and  Britain,, 
muft  remain  unknown.  But,  a keen  attention  to: 
what  is  now  paffihg  in  the  back  Settlements  of  North 
America,  and  to  that  inceflant  emigration  from  Eu- 
rope and  from  the  more  populous  American  pro- 
vinces, by  which  thofe  back  fettlements  are  filled, 
will,  at  laft,  amply  fupply  to  philofophical  enquiry, 
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what  had  feemed  to  be  irrecoverably  loft,  and  will 
enable  us  to  fill  up  an  important  ehafm  in  the  hi  dory 
of  the  human  fpecies.  It  is  the  vegetable  unfold- 
ing itfelf  from  the  feed  ; it  is  the  opening  mind,  in 
the  firfl  months  of  infancy  ; it  is  the  form  of  con- 
fummate  ftrength  or  beauty,  riling  under  the  artid’s 
hand,  from  the  fhapelefs  block  of  marble ; rather 
than  the  full-grown  plant,  the  mature  man,  or  the 
fimfhed  datue ; that  the  molt  delightfully  in  ter  efts 
the  philofopher  of  refined  penetration,  and  the  man 
of  tade,  who  to  foundnefs  of  reafon  unites  a vivid 
delicacy  of  fentiment,  and  of  imagination.  Of  all 
the  pages  of  philofophical  hiftory,  none  can  deferve 
to  be  read  with  fuch  earned  curiofitv,  as  thofe  which 
difpky  the  nafcent  energies  of  focial  life. 

Of  fuch  inducements  to  attend  to  any  information 
concerning  the  progrefs  of  induftry,  wealth,  and  civil 
policy  in  North  America,  it  is  impoflible  for  any 
one  to  be  infenfible  in  reading  the  following  journal. 
M.  de  la  Rochefoucault  Liancourt  is  a traveller 
of  no  ordinary  difcernment  and  diligence  in  enquiry. 
As  the  friend,  and,  in  fome  fort,  the  agricultural  pupil 
of  that  intelligent  philofopher,  Mr.  Arthur  Young, 
he  travelled  with  views  nearly  fimilar  to  thofe  by  which 
Mr.  Young  was  guided  in  fo  many  tours  and  peregri- 
nations, and  in  the  comppfition  of  fo  many  journals 
ofhufbandry.  The  quality  of  the  foil,  the  advan- 
tages for  cultivation,  the  numbers,  the  induftry,  the 
intelligence  of  the  hufbandmen  ; the  advances  which 
they  have  made  in  transforming  the  vail  foreds  and 
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favannahs  of  interior  America  into  cornfields  and 
meadows  ; their  modes  of  clearing  and  culture  ; the 
quantity  of  produce  which  they  obtain  ; their  mills, 
and  other  means  of  manufacture  for  the  market ; the 
o ) trinities  of  profitable  fale,  have  been  marked 
and  recorded  by  M.  de  la  Rochefoucault  Liancourt, 
in  all  thofe  American  provinces  through  which  he 
travelled*  with  an  accuracy  and  fullnefs  of  informa- 
tion which  feem  to  rival  Mr.  Young’s  tour  through 
France  and  Italy,  or  even  Sir  John  Sinclair’s  more 
elaborate  ftatiftical  collections  concerning  Scotland. 
Commerce  fhares  his  attention  with  rural  oeconomy  ; 
he  vifited  the  lakes,  the  bays,  the  creeks,-  the  points 
of  the  influx  of  the  navigable  rivers  into  the  fea, 
and  thofe  beyond  which  navigation  cannot  afcend 
toward  their  fprings ; he  furveyed  the  ftofe-houfcs  ; 
he  marked  the  artifices  of  the  traders  ; he  entered  the 
dwellings  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  different  rank, 
partook  of  their  fare,  and  flept  or  watched  in  their 
places  for  reft  ; he  travelled  without  any  thing  of 
that  encumbering  apparatus  of  wealth  or  grandeur, 
which  hides  the  realities  of  life  from  thofe  it  envi- 
rons, even  at  thofe  times  when  their  refearches  are 
the  moft  diligent,  and,  as  they  think,  the  moft  fuc- 
cefsful.  He  liftened,  and  enquired,  and  looked  around 
him,  even  with  all  the  bufy  affiduity  of  Sterne’s  In- 
quifttive  Traveller.  He  was  not  one  of  thofe  who 
are  willing  to  content  themfelves  with  gueffes  and 
with  general  language;  but  was,  on  every  occafion, 
careful  to  obtain,  if  poffible,  ftatements  admitting  of 
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the  drifted  accuracy  of  number  and  calculation.  If 
unable  to  look  around  on  thofe  fcenes  of  wild  and  ma- 
jeflic  nature,  with  the  fublime  and  pifturefque  imagi- 
nation of  a poet ; if  unendowed  with  the  fkill  of  a 
fcientific  naturalid ; M.  de  la  Rochefoucault  Lian- 
court  cannot,  however,  fail  to  appear  to  every  reader, 
to  have  been  eminently  qualified  to  make  fuch  obfer- 
vations  as  are  bell  adapted  for  the  indruftion  of  the 
farmer,  the  merchant,  the  colonial  emigrant,  or  the 
political  ceconomid : And  it  was  precifely  a traveller 
of  this  charafter  who  was  wanted  to  give  us  the  mod 
defirable  new  information  concerning  the  progreffive 
fettlement  of  America.  With  the  account  of  trade  and 
indudry,  he  unavoidably  combines  fketebes,  details, 
and  flight  cafual  touches,  refpefting  the  familiar  life 
of  the  Americans,  which  every  reader  will  find  highly 
amufing  and  indruftive.  He  exhibits  pictures  of 
Indian  manners,  which,  though  mournful,  and  dif- 
gufting  to  tafte,  are,  yet,  intcreding  to  philofophy, 
in  conjunftion  with  his  accounts  of  the  fettlers  be- 
fore whom  the  Indian  tribes  are  gradually  vani thing 
from  the  earth.  With  his  ftatemenls  refpefting  the 
provinces  of  the  American  Republic,  he  prefen ts 
alfo  a multiplicity  of  important  details  concerning 
the  Eritifh  colonial  pofleilions  of  Canada.  He  tells 
all  that  he  could  learn,  without  being  reftrained, 
even  by  confiderations  of  perfonal  delicacy,  or  the 
fecrecy  of  honour,  from  making  public  feveral  things, 
which,  though  acceptable  to  us,  were  certainly  not 
intended  to  be  thus  proclaimed  to  all  Europe,  by 
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thofe  who  communicated  them  to  him.  Concerning 
the  intercourle,  the  emulation,  the  mutual  jealoulies, 
the  dark  projects  reciprocally  meditated,  between 
the  Americans  and  the  British  colonifts  and  foldiery 
of  Upper  Canada,  he  gives  a variety  of  information, 
which  we  fhould,  otherwife,  never  have  obtained. 

The  character  and  predominant  opinions  of  M.dek 
llochefoucault  Liancourt  himfelf,  are,  in  this  volume, 
very  frankly  and  amply  displayed.  In  his  character, 
great  native  redlitude  and  benignity  of  difpofition 
appear  to  be  afTociated  with  fome  of  the  phiiofophi- 
cal  affectations  of  the  new  fchool,  and  with  fomewbat 
of  that  never- failing  gallantry  and  politenefs  which 
ufed  to  mark  the  manners  of  the  old  French  nobility. 

Although  a viCtim  to  the  Revolution,  he  Bill  ap- 
proves thofe  principles  of  political  reform,  upon 
which  the  fird  movements  toward  it  were  made  : 
Though  an  outcad  from  France,  he  dill  takes  a 
warm  patriotic  intered  in  the  glory  of  the  French 
nation.  Hence,  he  inclines,  at  times,  to  encourage 
the  milder  clafs  of  thofe  political  fentiments,  which 
the  fagacity  of  Government  finds  it  prudent  to  dif- 
courage  in  Britain,  as  little  adapted  to  promote  the 
general  welfare.  And  Whenever  the  views,  the  in- 
tereds,  and  the  public  fervants  of  the  Britifh  Govern- 
ment come  to  be  mentioned,  he  ufually  fpeaks  the 
language  of  a foreigner  and  a foe.# 

Throughout 

* In  a very  -few  places  it  has  been  found  expedient  to  infert 
initials  for  proper  numes,  and  to  fubditute  afterifks  for  fentiments., 
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Throughout  the  whole  of  his  American  j ora  rates, 
there  appears  to  have  reigned  in  thepnind  of  this  illus- 
trious exile,  a melancholy  caff  of  imagination,  with 
a peeviffi  irritability  of  feeling,  fuch  as  it  was  very 
natural  for  misfortunes  like  his,  to  produce.  Every 
feene  of  beneficent  conduct  from  great  landholders 
toward  their  dependents,  brings  to  his  remembrance, 
his  own  endeavours  to  enlighten  and  blefs  the  pea- 
santry-upon,  thofe  creates  in  France,  which  once  were 
his.  own.  He  fhrinks  in  agony  from  the  exultations 
with  which  Britifh  officers  tell  him  of  the  ruin  of  the 
naval  force  of  republican  France.  He  complains  of 
a dirty  room,  a bard  bed,  a fcanty  meal,  as  if  it  were 
a grievous  misfortune.  He  has  a peculiar  quick- 
nefs  of  eye  at.  difeovering  floth,  knavery,  and  mif- 
chief,  wherever  he  travels.  The  wounds  which  his 
fpirit  had  differed  were  ftill  freffi  or  fettering;  and 
were,  therefore,  liable  to  be  gricvoufly  inflamed  and 
irritated  by  the  flighted  degree  of  new  laceration., 
Fie,  not  u infrequently,  breaks  forth  into  expreffions 
of  keen  .anguifh,  or  more  fubdued  and  penfive 
forrow,  which,  being  the  voice  of  nature  and  of 
truth,  mud  prove  to  every  reader  inexpreflibly  inte- 
reding. 

In  one  or  two  in$ances  where  obvious  fuppreffion  would  have 
infinu  ated  more  than  the  original  paragraph,  the  original  has  been 
retained.  The  motives  of  the  writer,  in  thefe  places,  are  fo  ob- 
vious, and  his  concluiious  fo  palpably  unjuft,  that  to  have  fof- 
tened  or  fuppreffed  would  have  been  a bad  compliment  to  the 
ufifierflanding  of  the  Britifh  Reader, 
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It  is,  am  id  ft  all  this,  impoffible  not  to  admire  this 
amiable  nobleman,  for  labouring  to  divert  the  taediurri 
of  his  exile,  by  enquiries  of  a tendency  fo  beneficial* 
and  for  accommodating  his  mind,  in  fo  confiderable 
a degree,.  to  the  hardfhips  of  his  condition.  Perhaps 
he  could  not  have  been  more  ufefully  employed*  in 
any  conceivable  profperity  of  his  fortunes.  He  ap- 
pears to  have  been  content  to  ride  on  horfeback* 
without  a fervant,  and  to  travel  about  without  aught 
of  the  pomp  of  greatnefs,  or  the  luxury  of  opulence, 
juft  as  if  he-had  never  been  more  than  a plain  farmer 
or  manufacturer  in  France* 

The  ftile  is  naturally  fimple,  and  devoid  of  all 
affeCtation.  The  Tranilator  has  not,  in  his  verfion* 
made  any  attempt  to  clothe  the  work  in  laboured 
elegances  or  ornaments  which  it  did  not  originally 
wear.  Faithfulnefs,  ftmplicity,  and  correCtnefs  of 
Engiifh  phrafeology,  are  the  chief  qualities,  by  which 
he  has  afpired  to  diftinguifh  his  work.  He  leaves  it 
to  the  reader,  to  judge,  how  far  he  may  have  been 
fuccefsful  or  otherwife. 

The  Engiifh  Edition  has  been  illuftrated  by  correCt 
copies  of  the  Maps,  given  in  the  author’s  original 
work,  and  a clofe  infpeCtion  will  fhew,  that  thefe 
Maps  not  only  correct  former  Maps  of  America  in 
many  points,  but  exhibit  in  their  proper  places,  for 
the  firft  time,  a great  variety  of  new  Towns  and  Set- 
tlements. 

The  Indexes  will  render  it  eafy  to  refer  to  the  vo- 
lumes, for  any  tingle  particular  of  the  information 
which  they  contain. 
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It  cannot,  for  a moment,  be  doubted,  but  the 
book  of  fo  illuflrious  a traveller — -free  as  it  is  from 
all  blemifhes  of  affectation  or  negligence, — filled 
with  information  the  mod:  recent  and  important,- — 
concerning  a country  than  which  the~e  is  no  one  elfe 
more  an  objeCt  of  Britifh  curiofity,— communicating 
nothing  but  what  is  plainly  of  the  higheft  authenti- 
city,— dwelling  chiefly  on  thofe  topics  of  enquiry  and 
information,  which  are  the  mod  fafhionable,  and  the 
mod  attractive,  to  policy,  trade  and  indudry, — -and 
intermingling  fuch  allurements  of  pathetic  fentiment, 
and  of  perfonal  anecdote,  as  never  fail  to  pleafe, — wall, 
from  all  thefe  recommendations,  be  very  favourably 
received  by  the  Britifh  Public. 

H.  NEUMAN5. 

London,  September,  1799* 


N.  B.  This  Tranflation  has  been  faithfully  made , with- 
out omijfion  or  alteration , from  the  lafi  Paris  Edition , 
publlfhed  by  the  bookfellers  DuPont , Puff  on,  and  Charles 
fongens . 
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WHEN  I began  to  write  a journal  of  my  Travels* 
it  was  my  intention  to  confine  it  folely  within 
the  circle  of  my  friends  : but  fome  of  them  being  of 
opinion  that  the  publication  of  it  would  be  of  general 
advantage.,  I fubmitted  to  their  advice,  and  refolved 
to  publifh  it  on  my  arrival  in  Europe.  In  chufing  a 
patronefs  for  my  book,  it  was  natural  for  me  to  feledt 
that  pcrfon  who  claimed  the  largeft  fhare  of  my 
efteem  and  gratitude ; — who  has  been  endeared  to 
me  ftill  more  by  her  unparalleled  misfortunes.  There 
could  be  po  occation  for  calling  to  remembrance,  the 
atrocious  murder  of  a coufin  ; as  it  is  too  well  known, 
and  held  in  juft  abhorrence.  But  perhaps  it  is  neceflary 
to  remark,  that  his  virtue  was  fo  exalted  as  to  render 
him  unfufpicious  of  fo  nefarious  a crime,  and  that  his 
internal  confcioufnefs  indubed  him  to  flight  the  advice 
which  his  friends  gave  both  to  him  and  me,  at  the 
time  when  an  order  was  iffued  for  arrefting  us ; and 
which,  in  all  probability,  was  not  the  only  mandate 
concerning  us  from  the  fame  quarter,,  He  would  not 
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quit  France  ; but  I,  who  was  lets  confident  and  lefs 
virtuous,  fled  from  the  poignard,  while  he  fell  by  its 
flroke  ! 

On  my  arrival  in  Europe,  and  while  I was  em- 
ployed in  preparing  this  work  for  the  public,  I re- 
ceived an  account  of  my  aunt’s  death,  which  cut  off 
all  the  fond  hopes, I had  entertained  of  once  more  be- 
holding her,  even  on  her  death-bed.  It  will  readily 
be  fuppofed,  that  the  idea  of  withdrawing  from  her 
the  dedication  of  my  book,  could  not  enter  my 
affiidled  mind.  I have  ftill  preferved  it  for  her  with 
a fympathetic  regard.  Although  efiablifhed  ufage 
may  hereby  be  violated,  yet  he  who  is  fenlible  that 
neither  friendfhip  nqr  gratitude  ends  with  death, 
will  eafily  conceive  the  pleafure,  melancholy  as  it 
may  be,  which  I receive  from  the  performance  of 
this  lafl  facred  duty  to  a departed  friend,  who  had  fo 
many  claims  upon  my  warmeil  affediions.— - 
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DEDICATION 

TO 

CITIZENESS  LA  ROCHEFOUCAULT  D’ENVILLE* 


u My  dear  and  unfortunate  Aunt , 

IVE  me  leave  refpedtfully  to  prefent  you 
\dW  with  an  account  of  my  Travels  through  the 
United  States  of  America.  It  is  an  offering  of  fincere 
attachment  and  gratitude ; and  I am  confident  you 
will  receive  it  kindly.  How  often  have  I,  in  the  courfe 
of  this  Work,  lamented  with  painful  anxiety,  that  I was 
not  near  you ; that  I was  prevented  by  dreadful  cir- 
cumfiances,  from  taking  a fhare  with  your  amiable  and 
lovely  daughter,  in  affording  you  that  attention  and 
comfort  of  which  your  feeling  and  afflicted  heart  flood 
fo  much  in  need  ! Undoubtedly  my  fervices  could 
never  have  been  equal  to  bis,  whofe  fate  we  deplore  : 
but  I am  bold  to  think,  that  in  the  tendernefs  of 
rby  feelings,  and  in  your  own  heart,  you  would  in 
me  have  recognised  a fon.  I have  fometimes  thought 
that  you  miffed  me ; that  after  recolledting  every 
thing  which  makes  me  indebted  to  your  goodnefs, 
your  advice,  and  example,  you  have  not  entirely  re- 
moved me  from  your  thoughts.  You  will  eafily  be- 
lieve that  this  was  one  of  the  reflections  which:  has 
given  me  the  greateft  degree  of  pleafure,  The  cer- 
Vql,  J,  c tainty 
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tainty  of  holding  unalterably  a place  in  the  affection 
of  an  efteemed  objedt,  in  fpite  of  misfortune  and  fepa- 
ration*  has  a peculiar  effedt  in  animating  the  heart  of 
that  man  who  has  nothing  to  reproach  himfelf  with. 

“ The  obfervations  you  will  find  in  the  work  itfelf 
are  not  fo  perfedl  as  they  might  have  been  ; but  you 
know  what  difficulties  a traveller*  who  withes  to  con- 
vey information*  has  to  combat.  He  is  always  obliged 
to  be  fatisfied  with  the  anfwers  given  to  his  ques- 
tions : he  does  not  often  find  a man  at  leifure  or  dif- 
pofed  to  give  the  information  that  is  required:  the 
perfon  who  is  queftioned  about  the  objects  of  his  own 
bufinefs*  frequently  knows  no  more  than  is  neceftary 
to. carry  it  on*  and  is  incapable  of  conveying  hW  ideas 
to  another*  even  on  the  fuhjedt  of  his  own  occupa- 
tion. And  it  happens  Hill  more  frequently  that  party-* 
fpirit*  felf-intereft,  or  prejudice*  deprive  thofe  anfwers 
of  all  manner  of  truth  and  candour.  The  traveller 
himfelf  is  often  deficient  in  making  the  proper  en- 
quiries ; he  often  views  things  with  prejudice*  im- 
bibed from  a certain  fyftem*  and  according  to  which* 
he  regulates  all  his*  qu  eft  ions*  and  all  the  anfwers 
he  receives.  To  thefe  real  difficulties  are  frequently 
added  thofe  which  arife  out  of  the  perfon al  fttuation 
of  the  traveller*  from  the  circumftances  of  the  mo- 
ment, or  from  fome  opinions  which  he  may  have 
already  formed*  before  he  makes  his  enquiries.  It  is 
eafy  therefore  to  conceive  how  difficult  it  is  for  a per- 
fon who  travels  to  acquire  a full  and  accurate  account 
of  every  thing. 
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a I do  not  fay,  that  in  this  tour,  I have  had  the 
good  fortune  to  keep  clear  of  the  rocks  againft  which 
fo  many  have  (track.  But  I may  fay  that  I have  done 
every  thing  in  my  power  to  infert  nothing  but  what 
is  authentic.  As  far  as  I poffibly  could,  I have  made 
enquiries  concerning  the  fame  thing  of  feveral  men, 
of  different  interefts  and  opinions.  I have  done  nay 
utmoft  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  every  partial  opinion 
I might  have  previoufly  formed;  in  fhort,  I have 
fought  after  truth  by  every  means  in  my  power.  The 
idea  of  writing  only  for  you,  for  my  friends,  and  for 
myfelf,  has  ma4e  me  (till  more  dridt  and  attentive 
with  regard  to  the  materials  which  I collected,  and 
the  accounts  I afterwards  made  from  them.  I have 
like  wife  dated,  aim  oft  on  every  occafton,  the  fources 
from  which  I drew  them  ; in  order  to  engage  your 
approbation,  or  (hew  where  doubts  ought  to  be  en- 
tertained. I have  not,  knowingly,  dated  any  thing 
that  was  erroneous  ;;  but,  dill,  I am  far  from  fuppodng 
that  I have  efcaped  every  kind  of  error.  I have  fre- 
quently in  one  place  been  unable  to  obtain  an  ac- 
count of  certain  circumdances,  concerning  which  I 
had  iu  another  place,  acquired  very  full  information* 
Although  fome  books  of  travels  in  America  may  con- 
tain fewer  facts  than  I have  colledled  ; yet  I do  not 
the  lefs,  on  that  account,  perceive  the  defedis  of  my 
tour,  which  I might  with  more  cunning,  but  with 
lefs  fairnefs,  have  concealed  from  my  friends. 

“ The  territory  pf  the  United  States  is  perhaps  the 
cnly  country  in  the  world  which  it  is  mod  difficult 
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to  be  made  acquainted  with,  unlefs  you  have  traversed 
it  yourfelf.  It  is  a country  altogether  in  a date  of 
progreflive  advancement.  What  is  to-day  a fadt,  with 
regard  to  its  population,  its  management,  its  value* 
$nd  trade;  will  no  longer  be  fo  in  fix  months  tq 
come  ; and  dill  Iefs  in  dx  months  more.  It  is  like  a 
youth,  who  from  the  date  of  a boy  is  growing  into, 
manhood,  and  whole  features,  after  the  expiration  of 
a year,  no  longer  referable  the  original  picture  that 
had  been  drawn  of  him.  The  accounts,  given  by 
travellers  at  prefent,  and  perhaps  for  many  years  to 
come,  can  only  ferve  as  the  mean,s  of  enabling  didant 
pofterity  to  form  a comparifon  between  the  date  which 
the  country  fhall  then  be  in,  and  what  it  formerly 
was.  In  this  point  of  view  it  appears  to  me,  that  fuch 
accounts  are  far  from  being  ufelefs. 

“ Every  day  I travelled,  I wrote  down  the  ac- 
counts, juft  as  I received  them*  Whenever  I re- 
mained for  fome  time  in  the  fame  place,  I put  toge- 
ther what  information  X had  collected,  and  arranged 
it  in  a better  order.  I have  been  in  many  places 
often  er  than  once  ; conbequently  the  obfervations 
made  concerning  them  have  been  written  at  the  dif- 
ferent times  I happened  to  be  there.  It  would  have 
been  eafy  enough  to  have  put  them  together  into  one 
article  : but  in  that  cafe  I fhould  not  have  written 
merely  a Journal  of  my  travels,  which  was  what  I had. 
wifhed  to  dp;  that  being  perhaps  the  only  kind  of 
work  which  does  not  require  greater  talents,  .than 
pnne;  arid  where  truth  can  be.  the  principal  merit. 
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*c  I have  fometimes  made  remarks  which  had  pro* 
perly  no  connexion  with  mv  tour  : it  is  a great  fatis- 
fadtion  to  him  who  writes  for  his  friends,  that  he  is 
fare  of  their  iympathiziing  affection,  though  he  fhould 
give  himfelf  up  to  the  fentiments  and  feelings  of  the 
moment. 

Ci  No  doubt,  I Hand  in  need  of  forgivenefs,  for 
having  occafionally  yielded  to  an  imperious  neceffity^ 
and  for  having  been  carried  away  by  the  force  of  im- 
preffions  which  were  only  of  a perfonal  nature.  My 
friends  will  view  thefe  deviations  with  indulgence ; 
and  perhaps  they  will  even  experience  favour  with 
thole  readers  to  whpm  my  prefent  fituation  may  be 
Jcnown. 

u With  regard  to  the  flile  of  this  work  ; probably 
my  endeavours  to  make  it  as  perfpicuous  as  poffible, 
which  has  been  my  chief  objedt,  has  been  produdtive, 
in  fome  places,  of  tedious  prolixity,  and  frequent 
tautology.  To  write  with  as  much  purity  and  cor- 
redtnefs  as  we  are  capable  of,  we  want  more  ieifure 
than  he  can  fpare,  who  binds  himfelf  to  commit  to 
paper  every  day  the  obfervations  he  has  made,  what- 
ever may  be  his  Situation. 

“I  have  fometimes  made  ufe  of  Englifh  terms,  and 
fometimes  turned  them  into  French  ; always  taking 
pains,  however,  to  tranflate  them  as  corredtly  as  poffi- 
ble  : this  I have  done  whenever  I found  it  practica- 
ble, and  never  loll  light  of  the  true  meaning.  Still 
there  are  fome  words,  which,  when  tranllated,  do  not 
perfedtly  convey.the  fignification  that  attached  to  them 

in 


DEDICATION 


JLxii 

in  Englifff:  for  example— Che  word  chared  fignifles 
a piece  of  land  where  fome  great  trees  have  been  felled, 
and  others  have  had  an  incifiori  cut  round  them  in  the 
bark,  and  the  branches  lopt  off  and  burnt,  in  order 
that  corn  may  be  fown.  'This  is  not  perfectly  ex- 
plained by  the  word  eclair ci,  which  only  means  that 
fome  branches  have  been  cut  off,  either  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  forwarding  the  growth  of  thofe  that  remain, 
or  of  adding  to  a pleafant  profpedt.  The  term  de- 
friche  always  fignifies  cultivated  ground  from  which 
the  roots  have  been  taken  away  : but  that  land  which 
in  America  is  called  chared \ is  frequently  >20/  culti- 
vated. The  French  tranflation  of  the  tettn gflore  is 
magazin  e but  it  is  frequently  exprefled  by  the  word 
boutique ; and  yet  neither  of  thefe  words  conveys  its 
meaning  completely,  according  to  the  particular  cha- 
racter, objedt  and  ufe  of  a bore  in  America,  and  efpe- 
cially  in  places  thinly  inhabited.  The  words  magazin 
and  boutique  may  be  met  with  repeatedly  in- books  of 
travels,  but  the  reader  will  never  be  able  from  them 
to  form  an  idea  of  the  meaning  which  belongs  to 
the  word  jlore  in  America.  A Itore  is  a fhop  or  place 
where  "all  kinds  of  commodities  intended  for  con- 
fumption  are  to  be  found,  and  fold  by  retail  ; nothing 
is  excluded  from  it;  here  are  candles  arid  matches, 
as  well  as  fluff  and  tape.  The  word  Jettler  has  never 
the  fame  meaning  with  habitant . The  fettler,  in  >e- 
rieral,  is  a man  who  repairs  to  a particular  place, 
with  ah-  intention  of  fettling  in  it  ; but  he  is  not 
always  the  inhabitant  of  it.  A tradt  of  land  is  fa-id 
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to  be  fettled,  when  a fufficient  number  of  inhabi- 
tants have  fixed  themfelves  in  it : but  the  meaning 
of  this  kind  of  fettlement  can  never  be  expreffed  by 
the  words  habit  e , peuple  or  etablie.  In  order  to  exprcfs 
certain  circumftances  and  fituations  in  a new  ftate, 
it  is  no  extraordinary  thing  to  be  obliged  to  adopt 
new  terms.  Therefore,  my  dear  friend,  you  will,  with- 
out doubt,  forgive  me  for  having  attempted  to  intro- 
duce new  words  into  our  language. 

u In  a wotrd,  dear  Aunt,  whatever  im perfections 
this  work  may  poffefs,  I offer  it  to  you  with  confi- 
dence ; although  to  others  it  may  be  indifferent,  I 
am  certain,  that  to  you  it  will  be  abundantly  inte- 
refling.” 


' 


Ide  la  UoAelonr 


Sfjchii 


Tc.’ni.u-anuiufs 


MissKiirsir.s 


f»ilou  *Ba“ 


tirenn  fJA 


''fohtmfou 


Washingtw 


•i'tjrftsfiur,/ 


Sjntlhrirld,' 


thorough  \*1 


X " w V 

kt;,*vr'/?s 
M '/vcefcr  < 


U rat£iy 


' Jilted 


Ifun/mrlj 


IT  y^J?Pc<iro 


^\<fk  ol' English  Mi/c, 


to  a Pyree 


'hut  Art  fa 


UtdiM*  M\ 


7M.bvJU>/;uip> 


StPaul f <7//, 


/ 


TRAVELS 


THROUGH  THE 


UNITED  STATES  OF  NORTH  AMERICA, 
CANADA,  &c* 

IN  THE  YEARS  1795,  1^9^  AND  1?97* 


RESIDENCE  of  five  months  in  Phila- 


delphia has  afforded  me  a degree  of 
previous  information  relative  to  the  United 
States,  from  which  I cannot  fail  to  derive  e fi- 
fe ntial  fervice  in  the  courfe  of  my  intended 
journey*  I have  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet 
with  an  agreeable  young  Englifhman,  who  is 
well  informed,  is  a pleafant  companion,  and  is 
uncommonly  fond  of  travelling*  His  name  is 
Guillemard,  and  he  is  defeended  from  o:*e 
of  thofe  French  families,  with  which  our  un- 
happy differences  in  religious  matters  enriched 
England*  He  has  been  induced  to  vifit  this 
part  of  the  world,  folely  by  a wifli  to  obtain 
accurate  information  relative  to  America, 
without  any  view  whatever  of  pecuniary  ad- 
Vol.  I.  B vantage 
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vantage  from  his  expedition  : a rare  inftance  of 
liberality  of  mind*  With  a fortune  handfome, 
though  not  large,  he  deems  himfelf  fufficiently 
opulent ; and  the  inquifitive  turn  of  his  mind, 
as  well  as  his  difinterefted  temper,  difqualifies 
him  for  thofe  purfuits,  by  which  many  perfons 
m this  country  rapidly  enlarge  their  fortune. 
I am  perfuaded  he  is  the  belt  travelling  corn- 
panion  I could  have  found,  and  1 ihall  endea- 
vour to  imprefs  him  with  a fimilar  opinion  of 
me  before  the  clofe  of  the  fummer. 

5th  of  May,  1795. 

We  intended  to  have  fet  out  at  an  early 
hour  yeflerday  morning,  but  our  departure  was 
delayed  till  this  day  at  noon ; a trifling  delay, 
however,  confidering  the  length  of  the  jour- 
ney, on  which  we  enter.  We  have  left  Phi- 
ladelphia. Our  party  confifts  of  GuiJlemard, 
myfelf,  his  Englifh  fervant,  our  three  horfes, 
a fourth  to  carry  our  luggage,  and  my  faithful 
dog  Cartouche,  who  has  been  my  eonftant 
companion  thefe  fix  years.  I left  Philadelphia 
with  pleafure  ; but  I bear  with  me  a ftrong. 
feeling  of  gratitude  towards  a great  number 
of  its  inhabitants,  who  have  treated  me  with 
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the  utmoft  kindnefs.  I am  particularly  im- 
prefled  with  fentiments  of  afteCtion  for  the 
members  of  the  refpeCtable  family  of  Chero> 
who  received  me  as  one  of  their  friends,  and 
wdio  muft  appear  highly  amiable  even  to  thofe, 
who  have  not  fo  many  reafons  to  praife  them, 
as  I have.  They  are  good,  eftimable,  and  agree- 
able, in  every  point  of  view : my  warmeft 
thanks,  my  beft  willies  remain  with  them. 

Notwithftanding  the  kind  reception,  which 
I met  with  in  Philadelphia,  I am  glad  I have 
left  it.  A poor  foreigner,  conftantly  over- 
whelmed with  civilities,  wThich  he  is  unable  to 
return,  muft  even  at  beft  lead  an  unpleafant 
life.  He  endures  a ftate  of  conftant  depen- 
dence, fraught  wdth  melancholy  reflections, 
which  the  apprehenfion  of  being  burthenfome 
generally  infpires.'  He  imagines  himfelf  in* 
debted  to  pity  for  the  kindnefs  he  experiences, 
which,  did  it  actually  fpring  from  that  fource, 
would  be  cruelty.  Often  does  he  indulge  fuch 
reflections  with  injuftice,  miftruft  being  the 
infeparable  companion  of  the  deftitute,  on 
whom  what  is  called  philofophy  has  but  little 
influence. 

Hitherto  we  have  travelled  in  the  fame  road, 
B 2 through 
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through  which  we  palled  about  a fortnight 
ago.  In  this  place  I fhall  infert  the  journal  of 
that  little  tour,  which,  although  it  bears  no 
proportion  in  length  to  the  account  that  I pro- 
pofe  to  write  of  the  remainder  of  my  travels, 
will  not,  I truft,  prove  wholly  uninterefting. 


A TOUR  TO  AND  FROM  NORRIS  TOWN 

ON  the  twentieth  of  April  Mr.  Guillemard, 
Caleb  Lownes,  and  myfelf,  fet  out  on  horfe- 
back  from  Philadelphia,  through  Ridge  Road, 
on  our  way  to  Norris  Town.  This  road,  like 
all  the  public  roads  in  Pennlylvania,  is  very 
bad,  for  provifion  is  brought  to  that  city  from 
all  parts  in  large  and  heavy  laden  waggons. 
The  conftant  paflage  of  thefe  waggons  de- 
llroys  the  roads,  efpecially  near  the  town, 
where  feveral  of  them  meet.  Ridge  Road  is 
almoft  impaflable. 

The  diftrift  of  the  city  extends  about  four 
or  five  miles  north  and  fouth,  and  is  bounded 
on  the  call  by  the  Schuylkill.  This  extent 
was  originally  affigned  to  it  by  William 
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Penn,  when  he  formed  the  plan  of  the  city. 
He  promifed  to  every  fettler,  who  fhould  pur- 
chafe  five  thoufand  acres  of  land  in  the  coun- 
try, one  hundred  acres  within  the  city-diflrid, 
and  two  town-ihares ; a promife  which  was 
faithfully  fulfilled  by  him  and  by  his  fuecef* 
fors,  as  long  as  apy  town-fhares  and  acres  of 
land  within  the  diftrid  remained  for  difhi- 
bution,  William  Penn  kept  only  five  or  fix 
thoufand  acres  for  himfelf  This  land  is  in  its 
foil  of  a very  indifferent  quality,  but  its  vici^ 
nity  to  the  town  occafions  it  to  be  bought 
with  great  eagernefs.  It  is  covered  with  cotm- 
try-houfes,  which,  in  point  of  architedure,  are 
very  fimple ; from  their  great  number  they 
however  enliven  and  embellifh  the  whole 
neighbourhood.  Very  few  of  them  are  with- 
out a fmall  garden ; but  it  is  rare  to  obferve 
one,  that  has  a grove  adjoining,  or  that  is  fur- 
rounded  with  trees ; it  is  the  cuftom  of  the 
country  to  have  no  wood  near  the  houfes, 
Cuftoms  are  fome  times  founded  in  reafon, 
but  it  is  difficult  to  conjecture  the  defign  of 
this  practice  in  a country,  where  the  heat  in 
fumnaer  is  altogether  intolerable,  and  where 
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the  ftrudlure  of  the  houfes  is  defignedly  adapt-* 
ed  to  exclude  that  exceffive  heat.* 

Land  in  this  neighbourhood  is  worth  about 
eighty  dollars  an  acre  ; three  years  ago  it  was 
worth  only  forty-two.  Two  miles  from  the 
city  Ridge  Road  interfedls  the  entrenchments, 
which  the  Englifb  conftmdfed  during  th<?  laft 
war,  for  the  purpofe  of  covering  Philadelphia, 
after  they  had  penetrated  into  Pennfylvania 
through  the  Chefapeak.  The  remains  of  thefe 
works  are  ftill  vifible.  But  the  prefence  of 
the  Englifh  is  more  ftrongly  teftified  by  the 
ruins  of  many  half  burnt  and  half  demolifhed 
houfes,  fo  many  expreffive  monuments  of  that 
inveterate  animofity,  with  which  the  war  was 
carried  on,  and  which  w7as  highly  difgraceful  to 
the  generous  fentiments  of  a people,  who  well 
know,  that  every  evil  inflidted  on  an  enemy, 
even  in  time  of  war,  without  the  plea  of  ne- 
ceffity  or  advantage,  is  a crime.  Alas  ! the 

* The  reafon  is,  becaufe  the  country  was  univerfally 
wooded,  when  the  building  of  thefe  houfes  was  fhft  be- 
gun ; and  in  a country  thus  wooded,  to  clear  the  fpace 
round  the  dwelling-houfe  was  juft  as  natural,  as  to  plant 
round  the  houfe  in  a country  otherwife  bare  of  wood.— 
Tranflator . 
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evils  of  luch  a ftate,  however  alleviated;  will 
ffcill  be  far  too  numerous. 

As  the  country  on  this  fide  of  Philadelphia 
pofleffes  more  variety  than  on  any  other.,  it  is 
here  we  difcover  the  moft  agreeable  profpefts* 
fome  of  which  are  truly  charming  ; and  more 
fo,  the  nearer  we  approach  the  ScjxuylkilL 
The  contraft  between  the  rocks*  which  form 
the  banks  of  this  river*  and  the  numerous 
meadows  and  adjacent  com  fields*  gives  this 
profpedt  a mixture  of  romantic  wildnefs*  and 
cultivated  beauty*  which  is  really  delightful. 

The  road  we  have  entered  does  not  join  the 
Schuylkill*  except  near  the  falls.  This  name 
has  been  very  improperly  given  to  a flight  in- 
equality in  the  level  of  the  ftream,  produced 
by  pieces  of  rock  of  unequal  fize  in  the  bed  of 
the  river,  which,  as  they  accelerate  the  motion 
of  the  water  with  a certain  noife,  obftmcl, 
no  doubt*  the  navigation ; yet  fo  far  are  they 
from  forming  any  confiderable  water- fall,  that 
they  are  entirely  covered  at  high  water ; and 
at  that  time  fmall  veffels,  which  ply  along  the 
right  hank,  pafs  thefe  falls,  although  not 
without  danger.  A fmall  rivulet,  which,  a 
fhort  diftance  above  thefe  falls*  runs  into  the 

B 4 Schuylkill, 
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Schuylkill,  turns  feveral  tobacco,  muftard, 
chocolate,  paper,  and  other  mills ; none  of 
which  are  conflderable  buildings ; but  their 
great  variety  enlivens  and  beautifies  the  land- 
fcape.  Above  the  falls,  a Mr.  Nicholson 
poffeffes  large  iron- works,  a button  manufac- 
tory, and  a glafs-houfe.  But  none  of  thefe 
wrorks  are  yet  completed.  The  buildings, 
however,  which  appear  to  be  well  conftru<3> 
ed,  are  nearly  all  finiihed.  A particular  build- 
ing is  affigned  to  every  different,  branch  of  la- 
bour ; and  the  largeft  is  defigned  for  the  habi- 
tation of  the  workmen,  of  whom  Mr.  Nichol- 
fon  will  be  obliged  to  keep  at  leaft  a hun- 
dred. Thefe  buildings  are  on  the  right  bank, 
and  the  warehoufe,  which  is  to  receive  the 
manufactures,  is  on  the  oppofite  fide.  The 
pieces  of  rock,  which  occafion  the  falls,  form 
an  eafy  communication  acrofs  the  river,  and 
would  greatly  facilitate  the  conftru&ion  of  a 
bridge,  were  fuch  a projeCf  to  be  carried  into 
execution. 

The  fituation  of  this  fettlement  is  extremely 
well  chofen ; for,  on  the  very  fpot  where  the 
navigation  of  the  rwer  is  intercepted,  all  the 
materials  neceffary  can  be  procured  from  both 
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tides  of  the  water.  The  fand  required  for  the 
glafs-houfe  is  brought  from  the  banks  of  the 
Delaware  ; the  caft-iron  from  the  higher  parts 
of  the  Schuylkill,  and  the  pit-coal  (which  is 
fold  in  Philadelphia  at  two  {hillings,  or  four 
fifteenths  of  a dollar  per  bufhel)  from  Virginia. 
The  completion  of  the  canal,  which  is  to  unite 
the  Schuylkill  with  the  Delaware,  will  greatly 
facilitate  the  fale  of  the  manufactures.  The 
want  of  thefe  commodities,  which  have  hither- 
to been  drawn  chiefly  from  Europe,  enfures 
them  a certain  market ; in  fhort,  every  thing 
promifes  fuccefs  to  this  undertaking.  All 
thefe  natural  advantages  however  muft  vanifh, 
if  ever  there  fhould  arife  a want  of  money, 
large  and  prompt  fupplies  of  which  are  requi- 
fite  to  give  aCtivity  to  the  wThole ; as  well  as 
judgment,  induftry  and  economy. 

There  is  in  America  a fcarcity  of  perfons 
capable  of  conducting  a bufinefs  of  this  kind. 
There  are  alfo  but  few  good  workmen,  who 
are  with  difficulty  obtained,  and  whofe  wages 
are  exorbitant.  The  conductors  of  Mr.  Ni- 
cholfon’s  manufactories  are  faid  to  be  very 
able  men.  'But  then  a whole  year  may  elapfe, 
before  the  workmen  fall  into  a proper  train  of 

bufinefs^ 
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bufinefs,  fo  that  Mr.  Nicholfon’s  fituation  does 
not  afford  the  moil  flattering  profpefts  of  fiio 
cefs,  if  his  returns  be  not  rapid,  as  well  as  large. 

The  conductors  of  the  manufadiories  being 
abfent,  we  were  not  able  to  obtain  more  am- 
ple information  concerning  this  eftablifhment, 
and  for  the  fame  rcafon  we  could  not  learn, 
whether  it  be  intended  to  make  ufe  of  the 
fame  machines,  which  are  ufed  in  the  great 
iron-works  in  Europe.  The  whole  road  from 
Philadelphia  to,  Roxborough  is  full  of  granite, 
and  covered  with  a fort  of  mica,  which  is  re- 
ducible to  the  find!  duff. 

About  half  a mile  from  Mr.  Nicholfoffs 
buildings,  on  the  bank  of  the  Schuylkill,  is 
the  houfe  of  one  Robertson,  where  we  in- 
tended firft  to  ftop. 

Robertfon,  a quaker,  and  brother  of  Caleb 
LownesY  wife,  is  a miller  and  farmer  on  his 
own  account.  He  poffeffes  an  eftate  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres,  of  w hich  thirty  only 
are  covered  with  v/ood.  The  land  is,  on  the 
whole,  of  very  inferior  quality  in  this  diftridh 
There  is  but  little  wheat  cultivated  here,  the. 
common  grain  being  maize,  called  in  America 
Indian  corn,  rye,  and  fome  oats.  An  acre  ge- 
nerally 
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Berally  yields  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  bufliels 
of  maize,  from  eighteen  to  twenty  bufhels  of 
rye,  and  about  ten  bufliels  of  wheat.  Mr. 
Robertfon  manures  his  land ; but  it  is  a fur- 
prifing  fadl,  that  he  fetches  his  dung  from  Phi- 
ladelphia at  the  high  price  of  three  dollars  a 
load,  containing  about  five  cubic  feet,  when 
he  might  eafily  procure  it  in  abundance  on  his 
own  farm.  Seven  fuch  loads  are  allowed  to 
every  acre,  and  his  land  is  manured  every  three 
or  four  years.  His  meadows  are  fuperior  to  the 
reft  of  his  grounds  ; in  common  with  all  other 
American  farmers,  he  mixes  plafter  of  Paris 
with  his  feed.  Four  oxen  and  two  horfes  are 
fufficient  to  do  the  work  of  this  farm,  a part 
of  which  is  fo  fteep,  as  to  be  incapable  of  cul- 
tivation. Day-labourers  are  procured  here 
without  much  difficulty ; they  receive  four 
fhillings  a day  with  board,  or  five  fhillings  and 
nine  pence  without  it.  The  price  of  Indian 
corn  is  five  fhillings  a bufliel,  of  wheat  from 
nine  to  twelve,  and  of  barley  fix.  Hay  is  ge- 
nerally fold  at  fixteen  or  eighteen  dollars  a tun, 
but  at  this  time  it  is  thirty-three.  Common 
meadows  yield  about  three  tuns,  but  thofe  in 
^ good  fituation,  which  are  properly  cultivat- 
ed, 
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ed,  and  fown  with  clover  or  other  graff,  at 
times  produce  eight  tuns.  Mr.  Robertfon. 
buys  lean  cattle,  from  the  fattening  of  which 
he  derives  a profit  of  fixteen,  twenty,  or  twen- 
ty-five dollars  a head.  Robertfon  however  afi» 
ferts,  that  hay  is  the  moft  lucrative  produce 
arifmg  from,  the  meadows  ; at  leafi:  it  is. that 
which,  -with  equal  profit,  requires  the  leafi:  toil. 
I am  aftonifhed  at  the  fhallow  arguments  the 
farmers  of  this  country  offer,  to  juftify  this 
vourite  iyftem,  of  avoiding  whatever  requires 
labour.  On  this  principle  Mr.  Robertfon  will 
not  keep  a dairy,  or  make  either  butter  or 
cheefe,  though,  were  he  to  try  the  experiment* 
lie  would  foon  experience  its  advantages.  It 
appears,  that  this  cuftom  partly  arifes  from  the 
fcarcity  and  great  expence  of  labourers,  but 
jftill  more  from  the  prevailing  indifference  and 
indolence  of  the  farmers,  who  prefer  the  in-» 
diligence  of  this  difpofition  to  a fmall  advam 
tage.  It  is  dfo,  in  forne  meafure*  to  be  at 
tributed  to  the  national  character,  in  which 
indolence  is  a very  finking  feature.  In  point 
of  agricultural  knowledge,  Robertfon  is  but 
little  fiiperior  to  the  fervant,  who  conducts  his 
bufiuefs ; he  is  filled  with  prejudices,  and  is 


even 
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even  ignorant  of  many  things,  which  in  Eu- 
rope are  confidered  as  the  a b c of  hufbandry.^ 
He  appears,  however,  to  be  far  more  fkilful, 
as  a miller.  His  mill,  which  is  faid  to  be  the 
firft  that  was  built  in  America,  is  worked  by 
a rivulet,  called  Wiflahiccon,  which  turns 
twenty-five  other  mills,  before  it  reaches  Ro- 
bertfon’s.  It  has  three  water-courfes,  and 
three  feparate  mills,  two  of  which  work  for 
the  manufactory,  as  they  call  it,  and  one  for 
the  public.  The  latter  grinds  all  tile  corn 
which  is  brought  hither,  without  the  leaft  al- 
teration of  the  mill-fiones,  in  its  palling  from 
the  grain  to  the  flour ; which  naturally  ren- 
ders the  meal  very  indifferent : the  miller’s 
due  is  one  tenth,  according  to  the  law  of  thq 
land.  Robertfon  does  not  grind  any  Indian 
corn  on  his  own  account,  nor  has  he  any  kiln 
to  dry  it.  Meal  from  this  corn  is  not  bad,  if 

This  indifference  to  improvement,  of  which  the 
Duke  complains,  is  always  to  be  obferved  while  agricul- 
ture is  in  its  infancy  in  a country,  and  while  there  is 
enough  of  land]  but  little  accumulated  flock.  It  is  the 
chara£leriflic  of  a particular  flate  of  fociety  ; and  does 
not  originate  from  the  accidental  and  peculiar  caufes,  to 
which  he  aferibes  it , — Tranflator. 
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fpeedily  ufed ; but  it  is  not  fit  for  being  long 
kept,  and  yields  but  little. 

1 he  corn  is  brought  hither  in  waggons,  and 
the  cranes,  inftead  of  turning  it  out  of  the 
veflel,  lift  it  up  from  the  waggons  into  the 
granary,  which  is  very  fmall ; and  the  corn 
lies  in  heaps,  the  feveral  floors  being  low,  dark 
and  dirty. 

Robertfon  grinds  yearly  from  forty-five  to 
about  fifty  thoufand  bufhels  of  corn,  which 
he  procures  from  Virginia  and  New-York  ; 
and  fome  is  even  brought  from  the  upper  parts 
of  Pennfylvania.  There  are,  however,  fo  many 
. mills  along  the  Schuylkill,  that  he  receives  but 
little  from  that  part  of  the  country.  The  grain 
procured  from  the  other  fide  of  the  bay  comes 
by  Philadelphia,  from  which  it  is  brought  to 
the  mill,  which  is  large  enough  to  contain 
about  ten  thoufand  bufhels.  Six  horfes  are 
conftantly  employed  in  carrying  the  meal  to 
Philadelphia,  and  bringing  back  corn  in  re- 
turn. This  journey  is  often  performed  twice 
a day.  The  water  of  the  Wiflahiccon  is  never 
frozen,  nor  does  the  mill  ever  ceafe  working, 
except  in  a cafe  of  the  utmoft  neceffity.  Mr. 
Robertfon'  employs  about  his  mill  five  men, 

three 
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three  of  whom  he  pays  ; he  gives  one  hundred 
and  twenty  dollars  a year  to  the  firft,  and 
eighty  to  each  of  the  other  two.  The  reft 
arc  apprentices,  who  receive  nothing  but  vic- 
tuals, clothes,  &c.  A barrel  of  flour  is  at  this 
time  * worth  ten  dollars.  Robertfon  com- 
plains of  the  quality  of  the  grain  of  laft  year, 
which,  he  fays,  is  not  heavy,  but  in  general 
hollow.  I have,  however,  feen  fome  very  good 
grain  of  laft  year.  I heard  him  fay  that  grain, 
attacked  by  the  Heflian  fly,  notwithftanding 
it  becomes  bad  and  hollow,  yields  flour,  which, 
though  fomewhat  indigeftible,  is  not  quite  un- 
wholefome.  The  banks  of  the  Schuylkill  were 
vifited  laft  year  by  great  numbers  of  thefe  flies. 

The  county-rates  are  the  fame  at  Roxbo- 
rough  as  in  the  whole  diftridl  of  Philadelphia, 
of  which  this  place  forms  a part,  namely,  from 
five  to  fix  {hillings  per  cent,  upon  all  property. 
The  other  taxes  have  of  late  been  reduced  to 
little  or  nothing.  A perfon  in  affluent  cir- 
cumftances  pays  but  one  or  two  {hillings  to- 
wards the  repair  of  the  high-roads.  Poor-rates 
are  quite  unknown,  as  there  are  feldom  any 
poor  in  the  country;  and  a fmall  fum  has  been. 


* Twentieth  of  April,  1795. 
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laid  up  in  the  bank  for  the  fupport  of  the 
poor, — if  there  fhould  be  any  ; which  ftock 
yields  annually  about  forty  or  forty- two  dol- 
lars, and  thefe  are  added  to  the  capital.  There 
is  alfo  a moderate  tax  of  fix  or  feven  {hillings 
on  every  hundred  pounds  a man  is  worth, 
which  he  pays  as  an  offering  towards  the  pub- 
lic fervice  of  the  flate,  that  he  may  remain 
undifturbed  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  proper- 
ty. And  this  is  fix  miles  from  Philadelphia 
* — furely  this  muft  be  a happy  country.* 

The  Wiffahiccon  flows  between  hills,  which 
are  high  and  covered  with  wood.  A fine  wa- 
ter-fall of  about  feven  or  eight  feet,  and  as 
broad  as  the  bed  of  the  rivulet,  fupplies  Ro~ 
bertfon  with  more  water  than  would  be  re- 
quired for  turning  many  more  mills.  The 
banks  of  the  rivulet  bear  a wild  and  romantic 
appearance,  and  the  brook,  winding  in  the 
moft  beautiful  meanders  through  the  woods 

# It  is  the  proportion  between,  on  the  one  hand , what 
may  be  gained  in  every  fituation,  with  the  diverjity  of 
fuch  fituations — and,  on  the  other  hand , what  is  to  be  paid 
for  public  protection,  with  the  degree  of  fccurity  and  com- 
fort fuch  protection  may  give  ; — which  is  the  foie  and 
precife  point  upon  which  an  eflimation  like  that  which 
the  Duke  here  makes. — Tranflator . 
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agd  rocks,  forms  a grand,  yet  gloomy,  profpeCl, 
which  catches  and  detains  the  eye,  and  difpofes 
the  mind  to  penfive  reflection.  The  various  fitua- 
tions  of  this  fublunary  life  prefent  to  us  the  fame 
objeCts  in  very  different  points  of  view.  How 
different  are  the  impreffions  I now  feel,  from  the 
pleafing  fenfations  with  which  memory  and  hope 
once  enlivened  my  fancy — but  1 will  depart, 
and  be  happy,  that  I may  not  enhance  my  mif- 
fortunes  by  painful  reflections. 

From  Roxborough  we  proceeded  on  to  Spring- 
mill.  After  having  left  the  banks  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill, we  travelled  through  a traCl  of  country  in- 
terfeCted  by  a regularly  alternate  fucceffion  of 
hills  and  vallies.  We  found  here  feveral  badly 
watered  meadows,  which  are  capable  of  great 
improvements.  The  farms  here  are  very  clofe 
to  one  another ; all  the  land  is  cultivated  ; very 
little  wood  is  to  be  feen,  at  leaft,  without  going 
to  a diftance  from  the  highway.  As  we  pro? 
ceed,  the  country  becomes  extremely  beautiful. 
The  corn-fields  are  now  green,  the  leaves  begin 
to  fprout  forth,  and  the  fruit-trees  are  covered 
with  bloffoms  ; all  nature  revives,  her  face  glows 
with  life  and  beauty;  and  my  temper  has  not 
yet  attained  fo  great  a degree  of  apathy,  as  to 

Vql.  L C render 
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render  me  infenfible  to  the  charms  of  this  fea- 
fon,  which  always  captivated  me  with  irrefiftible 
power.  Yet  the  uninterrupted  and  high  fences 
ol  dry  wood  greatly  disfigure  the  landfcape,  and 
produce  a tedious  famenefs.  Thefe  might  be 
eafily  replaced  by  trees  w7hich  endure  the  froft, 
as  thorns  are  fuppofed  here  (I  think  without  any 
juft  ground)  to  be  unfuitable  to  the  climate. 
Some  of  the  fields  along  the  road  are  bordered 
with  thaga  or  cedar,  but  thefe  experiments  are 
rare ; and,  in  general,  the  land  is  inclofied  with 
double  fences  of  wood.  The  country  is  covered 
with  neat  houfes,  furrounded  with  painted  rail-* 
ings ; which  indicate  profperity,  without  re- 
minding us  of  thofe  European  eftates,  which  are 
either  enriched  by  a refined  agriculture,  or  orna- 
mented with  coftly  and  elegant  country- feats. 

Near  Springmill  we  again  faw  the  Schuylkill. 
Springmill  confifts  of  eighteen  or  twenty  habita- 
tions, which  lie  clofe  to  each  other,  and  are 
moftly  either  farms  or  mills ; it  is  fituated  in  a 
-valley,  far  more  extenfive  and  fpacious  than  any 
yve  have  hitherto  pafted  ; and  the  foil  is  alfo  fu- 
perior.  The  greateft  part  is  grafs  land,  extend- 
ing as  far  as  the  river ; while  the  oppofite  bank, 
deep,  woody,  and  even  fomewhat  rocky,  forms 

a beautiful 
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a beautiful  contrail:  with  the  charming  plains  of 
Springmill.  The  profpeft  up  and  down  the 
river  is  extenfive,  and  ftrikingly  variegated  by 
green  meadows  and  dark  mountains. 

Springmill  is  the  place,  where  is  fituated  the 
farm,  mentioned  by  Brissot  in  his  travels,  as 
being  cultivated  by  a Frenchman,  whofe  fkill 
and  philofcphy  he  highly  praifes.  This  French™ 
man,  of  whofe  name  Briflot  gives  only  the  ini« 
tial,  is  Mr.  Legaux.  His  farm  has  been  fold  on. 
account  of  his  inability  to  pay  the  fecond  inftall- 
ment  of  the  purchafe- money.  He  now  actually 
rents  fifteen  acres,  which  he  has  converted  into 
a vineyard.  But  the  prefent  moment  is  by  no 
means  the  time,  in  which  vineyards  appear  to  the 
greateft  advantage ; the  vine  fcarcely  begins  to 
bud,  and  is  almofi:  without  life.  The  foil  is  very 
good,  and,  as  far  as  we  were  able  to  judge,  well 
chofen,  both  on  account  of  its  funny  fituation 
and  interior  quality ; and  the  cleanlinefs,  as  well 
as  fkill,  with  which  the  ground  is  managed,  is 
yery  remarkable.  No  kitchen-garden  can  be  in 
better  order ; the  vine-props  are  already  fixed  in 
the  ground.  The  fifteen  acres  give  employment 
to  fix  labourers,  whom  Mr.  Legaux  procures 
without  much  trouble  ; he  pays  them  three  fhil- 
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lings  and  nine  pence,  and  provides  them  victuals. 
His  dwelling  is  a fmall  ftone  cottage,  one  ftory 
high,  about  twenty  feet  in  breadth  and  ten  feet 
deep  ; a very  indifferent,  dirty  kitchen,  feparated 
by  a wainfcot  partition  from  a real  alcove,  which 
contains  a miferable  bed,  conftitutes  all  the  apart- 
ments of  this  cottage.  In  the  fmall  room  were 
jumbled  together  in  one  confufed  heap,  books, 
furniture,  papers,  glaffes,  bottles,  and  philofo- 
phical  inftruments.  The  fight  of  a man  of  li- 
beral education  reduced  to  fuch  penury,  excites 
a painful  fenfation. 

Mr.  Legaux  was  not  at  home  on  our  arrival  * 
we  were  informed  that  he  was  in  Philadelphia, 
as,  no  doubt,  we  were  fufpedted  as  unwelcome 
vifitors.  He  was,  however,  at  a neighbour’s ; 
and  we  had  no  fooner  left  his  houfe  to  remount 
our  horfes,  than  we  were  called  back,  and  he 
haftened  up  to  us.  To  an  unfortunate  man,  re- 
duced to  fiich  a ftate  of  retirement,  the  vifit  of 
three  ftrangers  is  an  occurrence  not  to  be  flighted. 
He  knew  that  one  of  the  three  ftrangers  was  a 
Frenchman,  for  I had  left  my  card.  The  view 
of  a countryman  at  fo  great  a diftance  from  our 
native  land,  is  far  more  pleafmg  than  that  of  any 
other  perfon.  It  is  fo  at  leaft  to  me,  though  the 
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pleafing  fenfation  I feel  on  fuch  occafions,  is  fre- 
quently embittered  by  the  thought,  that  at  this 
unfortunate  period  of  the  revolution  a French- 
man is  fometimes  the  very  word:  company  which 
a Frenchman  can  meet. 

Mr.  Legaux  accofted  us  with  a countenance 
which  apparently  befpoke  content.  His  drefs 
perfectly  correfponded  with  the  reft  of  his  efta- 
blifhment.  A long  coarfe  flannel  waiftcoat* 
black  breeches,  and  ftockings  full  of  holes,  and 
a dirty  night- cap,  formed  his  whole  attire.  He 
is  a man  of  about  fifty  or  fifty -five  years  of  age  ; 
his  eyes  are  very  lively,  and  his  whole  phyfiogno- 
my  indicates  cunning  rather  than  goodnefs  of 
heart.  In  the  courfe  of  the  fhort  converfation 
we  had  with  him,  he  told  us,  that  the  cruel  and 
rigorous  conduct  of  the  perfon  of  whom  he  had 
bought  the  eftate,  which  he  pofTefted  at  the  time 
of  poor  Briflbt’s  vifit  (this  was  his  exprcffion), 
had  compelled  him  to  fell  it  again,  and  to  rent 
the  fmall  vineyard  which  he  was  now  cultivat- 
ing. He  confiders  the  fuccefs  of  this  enterprize 
as  certain,  and  thinks  that  it  will  prove  very  lu- 
crative to  him.  He  allured  us  that  his  wines 
are  already  very  good,  though  the  oideft  of  them 
liad  not  yet  been  in  the  cellar  more  than  two 
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years.  They  are  Medot  vines ; and  one  vine  of 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  for  which  he  paid  forty 
guineas,  has  already  produced  nearly  two  hun- 
dred layers.  He  faid  that  his  wine  is  of  a peculiar 
flavour,  yet  more  like  the  “ vin  de  Grave ” than 
any  other  wine.  He  pays  a rent  of  flxty-two 
dollars  for  his  fifteen  acres.  This  is,  in  few 
words,  the  fubftance  of  all  we  could  learn  com 
cerning  his  plantation.  On  our  afking  him  why 
he  fettled  in  America  nine  years  fince  ? he  ac- 
quainted us  that  he  was  an  advocate  in  the  par- 
liament of  Metz,  but  left  his  fituation  and  his 
country  to  affift  his  friend,  Mr.  Foulquier,  in 
his  funftions,  as  intendant  of  Guadaloupe,  and 
that  this  intendant  haying  been  ftrongly  fuf- 
pedted  of  mal-adminiftration  in  the  colonies,  had 
exculpated  himfelf  by  throwing  all  the  blame  on 
him,  Legaux,  whofe  purity  of  fentiments  had 
ever  been  equal  to  his  zeal  for  his  ungrateful 
friend.  None  of  his  expreffions  befpoke  that 
tranquillity  and  peace  of  mind,  which  a man 
might  be  fuppofed  to  enjoy  who  thus  withdraws 
from  the  world  to  lead  a fequeftered  life,  and 
cultivate  the  ground.  He  even  appeared  difla- 
tisfied  with  every  one,  efpecially  with  the  Ame- 
ricans, of  whom  he  repeated  twenty  times  that 
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we  could  never  entertain  too  much  fufpiciom 
Although  this  man  received  us  kindly,  and  fpoke 
many  handfome  things  of  my  family  as  well  as  of 
myfelf,  alluring  me  that  he  had  heard  a great 
deal  about  me  previouilv  to  my  leaving  France, 
yet  I was  difpleafed  with  him,  and  he  excited  in 
me  rather  difapprobation  of  what  he  termed  his 
misfortunes,  than  compaffion  for  his  prefent  fitua- 
lion,  though  my  frame  of  mind  was  much  in  fa- 
vour of'  the  latter.  What  I heard  concerning 
him,  on  my  return  to  Philadelphia,  has  confirm- 
ed me  in  my  opinion.  He  is  a worthlefs,  litigious 
man,  who,  during  the  nine  years  he  has  refided 
in  America,  has  been  engaged  in  upwards  of  two 
hundred  law-fuits,  not  one  of  which  he  has  gain- 
ed. However  ftrong  may  be  our  prepofTeffion 
againft  America,  it  is  highly  improbable  that  juf- 
tiee  fhould  fo  obftinately  be  denied  to  a foreigner. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  much  more  likely  that  a 
man  who  has  entered  or  defended  two  hundred 
addons,  muff  have  been  actuated  folely  by  a liti- 
gious difpofition,  and  that  none  of  his  claims 
were  well  grounded  ; especially  if  he  himfelf  con- 
ducted the  fuit,  which  is  extremely  probable,  as 
he  was  formerly  a lawyer.  Mr.  Legaux’s  reputa- 
tion at  Philadelphia  is  not  ot  the  belt  complexion, 
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and  I verily  believe  that  if  an  enquiry  were  made 
into  the  affairs  of  Guadaloupe,  the  refult  wrould 
not  prove  favourable  to  this  fage,  this  philanthro- 
pift,  this  philofopher,  ^on  ythom poor  Briffot  paffes 
fo  high  an  eulogium,)  who  cannot  live  in  peace 
with  his  neighbours,  but  quarrels  with  every  one 
about  him. 

We  left  the  Schuylkill  by  Springmill,  to  ftrike 
to  the  fhorteft  road  to  Norris  Town  : the  land  is 
of  the  fame  defcription  with  that  which  we 
had  jufl  paffed.  On  the  road  from  Roxborough 
to  Norris  Town  w e had  now  and  then  a view  of 
the  river,  and  at  times  alfo  of  a more  diftant  range 
of  fmall  hills,  rifmg  in  the  form  of  an  amphi- 
theatre ; this  is  a branch  of  the  Valley-hills , 
which  form  a part  of  the  Blue  Mountains . 

Norris  Town  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county 
of  Montgomery,  about  feven  miles  from  Phila- 
delphia. This  chief  town  of  the  county  confifts 
of  ten  buildings,  in  one  of  which  the  feffions  are 
held;  in  another  the  judges  refide  when  they 
come  to  hold  the  affizes ; a third  is  the  county 
jail ; three  others  are  inns  ; the  reft  are  farm 
houfes,  fhops,  or  habitations  of  labourers.  All 
the  houfes  are  ftrongly  built  of  ffcone.  Norris 
Town,  fituated  on  an  eminence,  about  a quar- 
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ter  of  a mile  from  the  ^Schuylkill,  enjoys  a grand 
and  very  extenfive  profpedl ; and  forms  itfelf,  even 
viewed  at  a diftance,  a very  ftriking  and  con- 
fpicuous  objeft.  The  quarter- feffions  are  held  here 
regularly,  but  the  circuit- courts  only  once  a year, 
and  at  times  only  every  twm  or  three  years,  when 
there  are  no  caufes.  The  jail  was  built  about  two 
or  three  years  ago,  after  that  of  Philadelphia. 
But,  thanks  to  the  penal  code  of  Pennfylvania, 
it  is  feldom  inhabited  by  any  other  perfon  than 
the  keeper.  When  we  vifited  it,  a Frenchman 
was  confined  there  on  ftrong  fufpicion  of  having 
forged  a bank  note  : he  is  to  remain  in  this  pri- 
fon  until  the  next  quarter-feffions,  when  he  will 
be  either  acquitted  or  removed  to  Philadelphia, 
unlefs  the  circuit  fhould  happen  to  be  held  in 
that  town.  The  prifon-gate  w7as  open,  and  the 
prifoner  might  have  effected  his  efcape  without 
any  difficulty,  had  he  been  the  leaft  inclined  to 
do  fb.  But  he  did  not  efcape,  either  from  a re- 
liance on  his  innocence,  which  I wifh  may  be 
the  cafe,  or  from  the  rift  of  being  taken  again. 
It  is  no  eafy  matter  to  difeover  the  neceffity,  nay, 
the  utility  of  fuch  confidence  as  this,  which  is 
more  nearly  allied  to  indolence  than  humanity. 
It  is  juft  as  difficult  to  affign  a reafon  why  a 
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Frenchman/  who  is  a villain,  or  at  leaf!  a man 
of  fo  bad  a character  as  this  prifoner,  who  in 
France  would  have  attempted  twenty  times  to 
efcape  from  prifon,  yet  remains  quietly  in  Norris 
Town,  where  the  doors  {land  open  to  him.  Pre- 
tenders to  philofophy,  and  Briffot  for  one,  will 
fay,  that  the  certitude  of  impartial  juftice  being 
adminiftered  to  him,  retains  the  prifoner  more 
effectually  in  his  prifon  than  fetters that  in  a 
republic  every  one  confiders  himfelf  as  the  guar- 
dian of  the  law,  even  again!!  himfelf,  &c.  All 
this  may  fatisfy  thofe  who  are  contented  with 
words,  but  is  not  fufficient  to  explain  this  ex- 
traordinary fad:  to  him  who  prefers  found  argu- 
ment to  unphilofophical  jargon.  It  may  perhaps 
belt  be  accounted  for  from  the  circumftance  that 
this  man  would  find  it  impoffible  to  fubfift  any 
where  elfe  but  in  prifon. 

The  foil  about  Norris  Town  is  very  good,  which 
is  here  feme  what  more  the  objed  of  culture  than 
near  Roxborough,  yet  is  not  even  produced  here 
in  great  quantity.  The  iyftem  of  agriculture  is 
much  the  fame,  and  the  average  produce  nearly 
the  fame,  perhaps  femewhat  greater.  The  bell 
land  is  worth  from  forty-eight  to  fifty-two  dol- 
lars ; the  inferior  fort  from  twenty-fix  to  thirty. 

Labour 
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Labour  is  cheaper  here  than  at  Roxborough  and 
Springmill.  The  price  of  proviflons  is  lower 
than  in  Philadelphia,  though  not  much ; there 
being  no  nearer  market  than  that  town,  all  the 
produce  of  this  country  is  carried  thither.  Beef 
is  fold  at,  from  fix  to  feven  pence  a pound,  ba- 
con at  one  drilling  a pound,  and  flour  five  one- 
half  dollars  the  hundred  weight. 

The  county-rates  of  Montgomery  amount  to 
no  more  than  about  three  drillings  for  every  hun- 
dred pounds,  and  one  drilling  towards  the  repairs 
of  the  roads ; thus  a per  centage  of  four  drillings 
on  all  taxable  property  is  the  total  amount  of  the 
public  taxes.  Poor-rates  are  feldom  neceflary, 
though  this  place  is  not  poflefled  of  the  fame  re- 
fource  of  a fund,  eftablidred  for  that  purpofe,  as 
Roxborough.  There  are  at  prefent  no  paupers 
here ; and  w7hen  there  are,  a rate  of  one  drilling 
is  fully  fufficient  for  their  maintenance.  Each 
pauper  is  boarded  in  fome  family  or  other,  and 
his  board  and  lodging  are  paid  for  by  the  paridr. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  overfeers  to  take  care  that 
the  pauper  be  well  treated,  and  that  the  parifli 
be  not  impofed  upon  by  improper  charges.  All 
the  poor  confift  of  perfons  affiifted  by  ficknefs,  or 
rendered  incapable  of  labour  by  old  age. 
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The  canal*  intended  to  join  the  Schuylkill  with 
the  Delaware,  begins  at  Norris  Town,  and  half 
a mile  of  it  pn  this  fide  is  completely  finifhed. 
Its  bed,  which  was  parallel  to  the  river,  is  about 
eighteen  or  twenty  feet  in  breadth,  and  three  feet 
deep.  The  canal  is  opened  about  three  miles 
farther.  Here  marble  rocks  are  to  be  cut  through, 
which  Hope  down  to  the  river.  This  is  a labo- 
rious, as  well  as  very  expenfive,  undertaking ; as 
every  cubic  toife  of  rough  ftone  cofts  nine  fhil- 
lings,  and  fifty  workmen  only  are  employed  in. 
this  work.  The  canal,  when  finilhed,  will  be 
of  great  advantage  to  Philadelphia  ; but  when 
will  it  be  finilhed  ! It  is  begun  near  the  town  on 
a very  bad  plan ; in  fome  places  it  is  filled  up 
with  fand  that  has  been  wafhed  together  to  the 
height  of  ten  feet,  which  can  never  keep  water. 
It  is  reported,  that  Mr.  Watson,  an  Englifh  en- 
gineer, who  fuperintends  the  conftrudlion  of  this 
canal,  very  particularly  recommended  that  it 
might  be  dug  on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill, as  it  would  be  much  more  folid  there  ; but 
as  it  was  much  to  the  intereft  of  the  directors  of 
the  company,  that  the  canal  fliould  pafs  through 
their  eftates,  they  were  deaf  to  every  other  pro- 
pofal,  and  the  canal  is  now  executed  on  the  moft 
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difficult  and  mo  ft  circuitous  plan,  with  little 
profpeCt  of  fuccefs.  The  money  for  conftruCl- 
ing  the  canal,  began  already  to  fall  fliort  of  the 
fum  required,  and  feveral  fubfcribers  kept  back 
their  fubfcriptions  beyond  the  limited  time  of 
payment,  even  at  the  hazard  of  forfeiting  the  fum 
already  paid,  as  well  as  all  claims  to  the  advan- 
tages refulting  from  the  completion  of  the  canal; 
rather  than  they  would  incur  the  rifk  of  finking 
a further  fum,  when  the  legiflative  power,  ap- 
prifed  of  the  obftacles  which  obftruCted  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work,  granted  a lottery  to  raife  a 
fum  of  four  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  intended 
for  the  execution  of  all  practicable  plans  of  in- 
land navigation,  one  hundred  and  thirty-three 
thoufand  dollars  of  which  are  to  be  appropriated 
to  the  completion  of  the  Schuylkill  canal.  If 
the  meafure  of  a ftate  lottery  can  ever  be  juftified 
by  the  vaft  utility  of  the  objeCt  to  which  the 
money  it  produces  is  applied,  it  certainly  is  fo  in 
the  prefent  inftance.  But  among  a corrupt  peo- 
ple, crimes  and  vices  are  generally  encreafed  by 
the  inftitution  of  a lottery  ; and  can  the  legifla- 
ture  of  Pennfylvania  flatter  itfelf,  that  it  will  not 
confiderably  add  to  the  corruption  and  immorality 
of  the  inhabitants  by  an  eftablilhment  fo  ex- 
tremely 
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tfemely  dangerous,  and  of  which  a very  immo^ 
derate  ufe  has  already  been  made  in  America  ? 

After  having  viewed  the  canal,  as  far  as  it  is 
at  prefent  finifhed,  wre  vilited  the  quarries  which 
yield  the  marble,  of  which  nearly  all  the  chimney- 
pieces  in  Philadelphia,  as  well  as  the  ornaments 
©f  many  ftreet- doors,  fteps  before  the  houfes,  and 
windows  are  formed.  This  marble  is  black  and 
white,  and  very  hard.  It  is  found  in  great  abun- 
dance in  the  quarries,  which  have  hitherto  only- 
been  opened  in  thefe  places,  and  not  to  any  great 
extent.  It  is,  however,  true,  that  we  faw  the 
principal  quarry  only,  and  that  many  others  have 
been  opened  in  the  neighbourhood.  We  were 
even  told  of  a quarry  where  the  marble  is  all 
white,  but  it  was  at  too  great  a diftance  to  be 
vifited  by  us.  That  which  we  faw  is  in  the  dif- 
£rid  of  Plymouth,  where  there  is  alfo  a mill  with 
two  faws  for  cutting  marble,  which  lies  on  the 
rivulet  Plymouth.  The  mill  contains  nothing 
worthy  of  notice,  but  its  fituation  is  extremely 
pidurefque  and  pleafant. 

The  whole  trad:  of  country  from  Norris  Town 
to  within  one  or  two  miles  from  Roxborough, 
is  covered  with  lime-ftone,  more  or  lefs  perfed. 
The  ftrata  are  moftly  inclined,  forming  an  angle 
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of  forty-five  degrees,  and  in  fome  places  inter- 
fperfed  with  hard  quarry-ftone,  and  even  with 
flints.  We  found  in  the  road  a great  quantity 
of  hard  ftone;  a quarry,  or  variety  of  the  granite - 
ftones,  which  contain  about  three  or  four  cubic 
feet,  feem  to  be  waffled  up  by  the  water.  Be- 
tween Roxborough  and  Philadelphia  granite  is 
again  found,  and  the  earth  is  covered  with  mica. 

We  are  again  in  the  fame  inn,  at  which  we 
put  up  before.  The  landlord  is  making  a well, 
and  the  ground,  where  they  are  digging  it,  being 
very  loofe,  he  lines  it  with  a large  wooden  cylin- 
der, five  feet  in  diameter,  and  within  the  cylinder 
conftrufts  a wall  eighteen  inches  thick. 

May  the  6th , 1795. 

From  Norris  Town  to  Trap  the  country  is 
much  varied,  very  hilly,  highly  cultivated,  with 
little  wood-land,  many  orchards  and  meadows, 
water  in  abundance,  brooks,  fprings,  and  creeks 
pf  every  fize ; two  of  the  latter,  which  are  by 
no  means  fmall,  we  forded,  namely,  the  Shipack, 
eleven  miles  from  Norris  Town,  and  the  Pachiom- 
ming,  two  miles  farther  on;  they  were  both 
fomewhat  deep.  The  roads  are  very  bad,  and  no 
attempts  are  made  to  repair  them ; we  cannot, 
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therefore,  be  furprized  at  hearing,  that  fo  many 
ftage-coaches  are  overturned. 

Trap  is  a village  in  the  diftrid  of  Providence, 
which  is  the  largeft  and  moft  affluent  in  the 
whole  county.  The  foil,  which  is  very  good,  is 
cultivated  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  other  places  ; 
more  land  lies  in  grafs  here,  than  we  have  feen 
any  where  fmce  we  left  Philadelphia.  There 
are  four  different  churches  in  this  diftrid,  where, 
as  in  all  the  other  dates,  the  minifter  is  paid  by 
thofe  only  who  belong  to  his  fed.  The  fpeakers 
among  the  people  called  Quakers  are  the  only 
ones  who  preach  gratis.  The  manner  of  paying 
for  divine  fervice  is  the  fame  as  in  Philadelphia ; 
people  pay  for  their  feats  in  the  church. 

The  provifion  produced  in  the  diftrid  of  Pro- 
vidence is  fold  in  the  market  of  Philadelphia. 
The  taxes  in  this  diftrid,  as  well  as  in  the  county, 
amount  to  about  eighteen  pence  for  every  hun- 
dred pounds  of  taxable  property,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  poor-rates.  The  poor  are  rather 
numerous  in  this  diftrid,  and  fix  hundred  and 
forty  dollars  are  raifed  yearly  for  their  fupport. 
The  common  price  of  labour  is  three  {killings 
and  fix-pence  a day,  with  board ; and  the  price 
of  land  fluduates  between  thirty -.two  and  forty  - 
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ieven  dollars  per  acre,  in  proportion  to  the  ftate 
of  its  inclofures,  cultivation,  and  buildings.  Bread 
made  of  rye  or  Indian  corn  is  the  common  food 
of  the  labourer,  who,  in  addition  to  this,  has, 
meat  three  times  a day. 

We  arrived  at  Trap,  and  intended  to  dine  at 
Pottfgrove;  but  we  were  under  the  neceffity  of 
returning  by  the  fame  road  we  had  come.  The 
fervant,  who  fhould  have  joined  us  an  hour  be- 
fore, did  not  arrive ; and  as  we  knew  this  delay 
muft  have  been  occafioned  by  fome  accident,  we 
were  determined  to  learn  what  it  was.  We  met 
him  about  a mile  from  Trap,  leading  both  his 
horfes  by  the  bridle,  but  without  the  baggage, 
which  had  fallen  off  four  miles  farther  back,  and 
our  poor  Jofeph  being  unable  to  procure  any  af- 
iiftance,  and  fuppoling  that  we  fhould  be  uneafy 
on  his  account^  had  left  it  in  the  care  of  a wo- 
man, and  had  proceeded  thus  far  to  inform  us  of 
his  misfortune.  We  therefore  returned  the  other 
four  miles,  and  placed  the  baggage  again  on  the 
horfe,  but  in  fo  indifferent  a manner,  that  after 
we  had  travelled  two  miles,  it  was  again  likely 
to  fall  off.  Mr.  Guillemard,  taking  every  thing 
into  confideration,  convinced  us,  that  the  horfe 
was  too  heavily,  as  well  as  unfkilfully  laden, 
Vo  l.  I.  D and 
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and  we  therefore  refolved  to  procure  a waggon* 
to  convey  our  baggage  to  the  inn. 

During  our  {lay  at  the  inn,  to  which  we  re- 
turned,  we  learned,  in  the  courfe  of  converfation 
with  a furgeon,  that  the  number  of  gentlemen 
of  his  profeffion  is  pretty  conflderable  in  this  dif- 
tri<fl ; that  one  is  to  be  met  with  every  fix  or  feven 
miles ; that  their  fee  for  a vifit  at  the  diflance  of 
two  miles,  is  one  fliilling,  and  every  additional 
mile  adds  one  fliilling  more,  befides  the  charge  for 
medicines;  that  inoculation  of  children  for  the 
fmall-pox  is  very  common  ; that  the  fee  for  this 
operation  amounts  to  two  dollars  ; that  the  moil 
a phyfician  of  known  abilities  can  make,  in  thi§ 
part  of  the  country,  is  one  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred dollars  a year,  but  that  very  few  make  fo 
much,  in  confequence  of  which,  all  medical  men, 
with  few  exceptions,  follow  fome  other  employ- 
ment befides  their  profeffion,  and  become  either 
farmers  or  fhop- keepers,  to  increafe  their  income* 

Although  the  inn,  at  which  we  put  up,  was 
not  that  which  had  been  pointed  out  to  us,  and 
was,  in  fadt,  no  better  than  a fmail,  miferable  ale- 
houfe  lately  opened  ; yet  we  met  with  very  good 
accommodation.  We  had  tea  and  coffee  fo£ 
hreakfaft ; bacon,  tongue,  and  eggs  for  dinner, 

and 
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arid  every  thing  tolerably  clean.  Whilft  we  were 
contriving  the  means  of  fending  our  baggage  to 
Reading,  the  ftage- coach  happened  to  pafs,  and 
took  charge  of  it : we  then  continued  our  jour* 
ney  to  Pottfgrove* 

The  road  thither  is  exactly  of  the  fame  de* 
fcription  with  that  between  Norris  Town  and 
Trap.  The  ground  where  it  confifts  of  fand,  is 
good,  but  extremely  bad  where  the  foil  is  rich, 
having  been  entirely  foaked  through  by  the  rain, 
which  fell  the  day  before  yefterday ; the  foil 
confifts,  in  general,  of  a ferruginous  earth,  par- 
ticularly near  Pottfgrove.  The  landfcape  is  beau- 
tiful along  this  road,  abounding  with  a great  va* 
riety  of  fine  views,  wonderfully  enlivened  by  the 
verdure  of  the  corn-fields  and  meadows.  We 
J3afled  through  fome  parts  of  the  country,  where 
the  grafs  was  fine,  ftrong,  and  thick,  in  ftiort,  as 
good  as  it  could  poffibly  be.  If  agriculture  were 
better  underftood  in  thefe  parts  ; if  the  fields  were 
well  mowed  and  well  fenced ; and  if  fome  trees 
had  been  left  Handing  in  the  middle  or  on  the 
borders  of  the  meadows,  the  mo  ft  beautiful  parts 
of  Europe  could  not  be  more  pleafmg.  But 
thefe  eternal  fences  of  dead  wood,  thefe  dry 
maise-ftubbles  of  laft  year,  thefe  decayed  trees, 
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which  are  left  {landing  until  they  are  rotten, 
and  the  abfolute  want  of  verdant  trees  in  the 
corn-fields  and  meadows,  greatly  impair  the 
beauty  of  the  landfcape,  but  without  being  able 
entirely  to  deflroy  its  variety  and  charms* 

The  country  about  Pottfgrove  is  {till  more 
pleafant  5 the  plain,  in  which  this  fmall  market- 
town  is  fituate,  is  more  extenfive  than  any  we 
have  hitherto  feen,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  is  in 
the  higheft  degree  of  cultivation.  The  foreji - 
mountains , which  are  in  fight  on  the  left  and  in 
the  front,  form  beautiful  borders  to  this  land- 
fcape. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  Pottfgrove  we  again 
difcovered  the  Schuylkill,  which  we  had  left 
near  Norris  Town.  Along  its  whole  courfe  its 
banks  are  delightful,  and  all  the  land,  through 
which  it  pafles,  is  good.  I do  not  know  a finer 
river  in  point  of  water  and  views.  If  European 
tafte  and  magnificence  adorned  the  banks  of  the 
Schuylkill  with  country-feats,  it  would  not  be 
excelled  either  by  the  Seine  or  the  Thames. 

Pottfgrove  is  a market  town,  and  originally 
laid  out  by  a quaker- family,  of  the  name  of  Pott. 
About  forty  years  ago  they  purchafed  land  of  the 
ftate  at  a very  low  price,  and  fold  it  afterwards 
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at  a confiderable  profit,  according  as  it  was 
more  or  lefs  fought  after.  It  is  now  worth 
thirty  dollars  in  the  town,  and  from  thirty  to 
thirty-feven  in  the  adjacent  country.  The  fa- 
mily of  Pott  have  eftablifhed  confiderable  iron 
forges,  and  by  means  of  thefe  much  increafed 
the  fortune,  which  they  acquired  by  the  fale  of 
the  lands.  They  are  generally  fuppofed  to  be 
very  rich.  Pottfgrove  confifts  at  prefent  of  about 
thirty  well  built  houfes,  and  belongs  to  the  dif- 
tridl  of  Douglas,  which  forms  a part  of  the  county 
of  Montgomery.  The  poors-rate  are  very  incon- 
fiderable,  and  all  neceflaries  of  life  are  cheaper 
here  by  nearly  half  than  at  Philadelphia. 

As  I alighted  from  my  horfe,  I difcovered  a 
Frenchman,  among  the  feveral  perfons  who  were 
Handing  at  the  door  of  the  inn,  by  a certain 
chara&eriftic  deportment,  which  is  eafily  dis- 
cernible in  individuals  of  all  nations,  but  more 
particularly  fo  in  a Frenchman.  An  involuntary 
movement,  fome  natural  feeling,  drew  me  to- 
wards him.  His  name  is  Gereier  ; he  is  a ne- 
phew of  the  celebrated  advocate  of  Paris,  by 
whom  he  was  brought  up,  and  the  fon  of  a fa- 
mous advocate  at  Rennes,  of  whom  he  has  receiv- 
ed no  intelligence  during  thefe  laft  ten  months. 

Da  In 
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In  St.  Domingo,  where  he  reiided  formerly  as  a 
merchant,  he  married  a Creole,  a friend  and 
fchool  companion  of  Madame  de  Montule, 
with  whom  he  lives  in  one  of  the  houfes  of  this 
borough. 

It  is  impoffible  to  meet  with  a Frenchman  in 
thefe  times,  without  being  called  upon  to  liften 
to  the  hiftory  of  his  Ioffes,  his  misfortunes,  and  to 
his  refentments  naturally  refulting  from  them. 
Mr.  Gerbier’s  account  of  his  misfortunes,  how- 
ever, was  very  fhort,  though  they  appear  to  me 
very  great.  As  to  his  refentment,  he  expreffed 
himfelf  on  this  point  as  a man  of  fenfe,  who 
wilhes  not  to  entertain  any.  He  feemed  melan- 
choly and  dejected,  yet  poffeffing  a ftrong  mind. 
Misfortunes,  borne  with  patience  and  refignation, 
are  ever  fure  to  excite  compaffion  : I heartily 
fympathife  in  thofe,  which  have  fallen  to  his  lot. 
He  poffeffes  a fmall  portion  of  land  in  Aiylum, 
whither  he  intends  to  remove,  as  foon  as  his  wife 
has  recovered  from  her  lying-in.  He  Ipoke  with 
much  praife  of  M.  de  Blacons,  of  the  excel- 
lent Mr.  Keating,  of  M.  De  Montule,  and 
of  Du  Petit  Thouars.  He  appeared  to  me  a 
mild  and  wrorthy  man,  but  rather  too  much  de^ 
preffed  by  misfortune  ; for,  at  his  age,  and  with 
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Ms  abilities,  he  might  find  numerous  refources  in 
this  country.  After  he  had  left  me,  he  received  a 
letter  from  his  mother,  a lady  turned  of  feventy. 
She  informed  him,  that  the  and  his  father  were 
both  well ; that  they  had  fortunately  efcaped  the 
dreadful  guillotine,  the  drownings  and  (Footings, 
which  would  ever  difgrace  the  French  revolu- 
tion ; that  they  could  not  fend  him  any  money 
at  that  time,  but  that  they  would  pay  any  fum, 
for  which  he  chofe  to  draw  on  them.  This  wife 
and  fenfxble  letter  was  written,  however,  in  the 
language  of  liberty.  The  poor  young  man  was 
happy  to  perceive,  that  I participated  in  his  joy  ; 
and  yet  this  glimpfe  of  fun-lhine  was  not  able  to 
difperfe  the  profound  melancholy  which  cloud- 
ed his  mind.  I muft  obferve,  that  Mr.  Gerbier’s 
mother,  in  the  defcription  which  fhe  gave  of  the 
fituation  pf  France,  fpoke  of  great  diftrefe,  and 
efpecially  of  the  depreciation  of  affigpats,  which 
was  fo  great,  that  a fowl  cofl:  two  hundred 
livres  in  paper  money,  and  three  livres  in  fpecie. 

The  inn  at  Pottlgrove  is  very  good  ; it  is  kept 
by  a German,  The  inhabitants  of  this  borough 
are  moftly  Germans.  Here  we  found  the  ftage- 
coach,  by  which  we  had  fent  our  luggage ; but 
the  letter-cafe,  which  contained  Mr.  Guille- 
D 4 mard*s 
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mard’s  money,  had  been  left  behind  in  Trap, 
Endeavouring  to  think  of  every  thing,  my  tra- 
veiling  companion  thinks,  in  fafi,  of  nothing, 
Thus  we  are  obliged  to  fend  back  to  Trap,  to 
fetch  the  letter-cafe,  even  if  it  be  not  ftolen,  a 
point  which  we  fliall  learn  to-morrow  at  Read- 
mg. 

On  Thurfday,  the  1th, 

We  flopped  at  the  White  Horfe,  four  miles 
from  Pottfgrove.  This  inn  is  kept  by  a French- 
man, a native  of  Lorrain,  who  has  married  an 
American  woman,  the  daughter  of  a native  of 
Avignon,  by  a woman  from  Franche- Comte. 
The  whole  family  fpeak  bad  Englifh  and  bad 
French,  but  probably  good  German.  They  pay 
a rent  of  eighty-fix  dollars  for  fifty  acres  of  land 
and  the  houfe  ; their  owner  lives  very  near,  and 
keeps  a Ihop.  The  houfe  and  the  land,  which 
is  of  very  good  quality,  would  have  been  worth 
fixty  dollars  more,  had  it  been  let  to  a private 
family.  But  the  fhopkeeper  had  very  juftly 
calculated,  that  a good  tavern  fo  near  his  houfe 
was  of  more  value  to  him  than  fixty  dollars, 
and  that  a well  frequented  inn  could  not  but 
procyre  cuftomers  to  his  fhop,  from  whom  he 

would 
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would  be  likely  to  derive  advantages  far  ex- 
ceeding the  fum  which  he  thus  facrificed. 

The  good  people  of  the  inn  enquired  with 
much  eager nefs  for  news  from  France.  My 
friend  told  them,  that  it  would  be  obliged  to 
fuftain  another  and  more  dreadful  campaign. 

How ! a {till  more  dreadful  one  than  the  pre- 
ceding campaign/*  they  exclaimed,  “ notwith- 
ftanding  the  Englifh  were  beaten  laft  year  ?” 
h There  are  many  other  enemies,”  replied  ,my 
friend,  “ Ruffians,  Auftrians.”  “ Aye,  aye,”  faid 
the  good  people,  “ all  thofe  who  do  not  like 
liberty ; but  the  French  will  neverthelefs  tri- 
umph, if  it  pleafe  God,  over  all  the  f — ~ — /* 
Thefe  are  the  fentiments,  and  fuch  is  the  lan- 
guage of  moil  Americans  ; and  indeed  this  muft 
be  the  opinion  of  all,  who  are  not  acquainted 
with  the  crimes  attending  our  revolution ; and 
even  they  who  are  fo,  very  juftly  impute  them 
to  the  various  factions,  and  carefully  diftinguiffi 
and  feparate  them  from  the  caufe  of  liberty. 
The  principles  and  conduit  of  the  coalefced 
powers  are  treated  with  the  fame  degree  of  in- 
dignation as  thofe  of  the  terrorifts.  The  lefs 
informed  clafs  of  men  confider  the  matter  in 
fhis  light  and,  in  fait,  in  this  light  it  fhould  be 
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confidered  by  all,  who  are  able  to  lay  afide  for  a 
moment  their  grief  and  their  misfortunes,  and 
to  contemplate  the  true  nature  of  the  cafe  with 
a calm,  unbiafled  mind.  Liberty  is  now  ftrug- 
gling  with  defpotifm.  If  the  caufe  of  liberty 
prove  triumphant,  it  will  be  able  to  organize 
itfclf,  and  to  acquire  regularity  and  order;  it 
will  ceafe  to  be  anarchy,  and  become  true  na- 
tional freedom.  If  defpotifm  triumph,  it  will 
organize  itfelf  for  no  other  purpofe,  but  to  en- 
ilave  the  w^orld. 

The  fituation  of  this  borough,  and  likewife 
of  all  other  places  on  the  road  from  Pottfgrove 
to  Reading,  is  delightful.  Indeed  the  country 
appears  to  become  more  lively  and  populous, 
the  nearer  we  approach  the  latter  town.  Com 
and  faw  mills  are  numerous  here;  and  there 
are  many  creeks  wTith  ftrong  currents,  which 
turn  the  wheels  of  fome  iron- forges.  The  moun^ 
tains,  which  rife  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuylkill, 
and  feparate  Reading  from  the  other  part  of  the 
county,  begin  to  form  a ridge,  which  at  firft 
ftretches  along  under  the  name  of  Oley  Hills, 
and  afterwards  takes  that  of  Lehi^-hill.  Thofe 
marks  of  the  increafing  improvement  of  the 
country,  which  are  obfervable  as  far  as  Bethlem 

and 
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and  the  Delaware,  are  alfo  perceivable  here. 
Log-houfes,  conftrufted  of  trunks  of  trees,  laid 
one  upon  another,  the  interfaces  of  which  are 
filled  up  with  clay,  are  feen  no  longer,  having 
been  replaced  by  framed  houfes,  confifting  how- 
ever of  balks,  properly  hewn  and  ftiaped,  and 
covered  with  boards  ; and  even  buildings  of  a 
{till  better  conftrutflion  are  already  to  be  feen  in 
fome  parts.  They  now  build  only  with  ftone 
and  brick,  and  no  woodland  remains  to  be  con- 
verted into  arable  ground.  The  wood  that  is 
Handing  is  left  for  confumption.  Oak  fells  at 
three  dollars  and  half,  and  hickory  at  four  dol- 
lars and  half  a fathom,  A few  miles  from 
Heading  the  price  of  land  is  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty  dollars,  if  covered  with  wood ; and 
from  one  hundred  and  ten  to  one  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars  if  grafs-land.  Day  labourers  re- 
ceive three  {hillings,  carpenters  and  mafons  four 
Shillings  a day. 

We  overtook  the  ftage- coach  again  at  the 
White  Horfe,  where  the  paflengers  breakfafted. 
It  appears  fomewhat  flrange  to  Europeans,  to 
fee  the  coachman  eat  at  the  fame  table  with 
the  paflengers ; but  it  would  feem  equally 
ftrange  to  Americans,  to  fee  the  coachman  eat- 
ing 
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Jng  by  himfelf.  It  is  futile  to  argue  againft  the 
cuftoms  of  a country  ; we  muft  fubmit.  Equa- 
lity, pretended  equality,  which  widely  differs 
from  true  freedom,  is  the  foundation  of  this 
cuftom,  which,  in  fadt,  injures  nobody ; it  is 
for  the  fame  reafon,  that  the  fervants,  who  wait 
at  dinner  or  breakfaft,  are  feated,  except  while 
they  are  ferying  you,  and  that  the  landlord  at- 
tends you  with  his  hat  on  his  head,  A man  may 
be  allowed  to  diflike  this  cuftom,  without  poft 
felling  any  extravagant  fhare  of  weak  pride.  An 
inn-keeper,  a lhoe-maker,  a taylor,  are  naturally 
at  liberty  to  wait  on  people,  or  to  let  it  alone ; 
but  if  they  choofe  to  wait  on  others,  they  fhould 
keep  at  a proper  diftance,  and  obferve  the  re- 
fpe£t,  which  becomes  their  fituation.  It  muft 
be  obferved,  however,  that  many  an  inn-keeper 
in  America  is  a captain  or  a major ; nay,  I have 
feen  drivers  of  ftage- coaches,  who  were  colonels  : 
fuch  things  are  very  common  in  America.  There 
is  much  greater  propriety  in  the  cuftom  that 
prevails  in  England,  where  the  tradeftnan  is 
treated  with  pplitenefs  and  refped:  by  his  em- 
ployers, whilft  he,  in  return,  obferves  the  due 
decorum  of  his  fituation,  without  meanly  facri- 
ficing  that  noble  principle  of  liberty,  which  every 
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Englifhman  cherifties  with  confcious  pride : it 
will  foon  be  the  fame  in  France, 

Reading,  the  chief  town  of  the  county  of 
Berks,  which  contains  about  thirty  thoufand  in- 
habitants, is  fituate  on  the  banks  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill. The  building  of  the  firft  houfes  com- 
menced in  3 752.  The  family  of  Penn  repur- 
chafed  the  land,  which  they  had  originally  dif- 
pofed  of,  for  the  purpofe  of  building  on  this 
fpot  the  chief  town  of  the  county.  It  confifts 
at  prefent  of  about  five  hundred  houfes ; a few 
of  thofe  which  were  firft:  built  are  ftill  Hand- 
ing ; they  are  log-houfes,  and  the  interftices  be- 
tween the  trunks  of  the  trees  are  filled  up  with 
ftone  or  plafter.  In  confequence  of  the  flight 
manner  in  which  they  were  finifhed,  feveral  of 
them  have  tumbled  down;  vanity  has  pulled 
down  others;  but  all  thofe  built  within  thefe 
few  laft  years  are  of  ftone  or  brick,  and  have  a 
neat  appearance.  The  town  is  improving  in 
point  of  buildings  ; the  ftreets  are  broad  and 
ftraight,  and  the  foot-paths  are  lhaded  by  trees, 
planted  in  front  of  the  houfes. 

This  town  has  little  or  no  trade,  and  fcarcely 
any  manufactures.  There  is  one,  at  which  a 
confiderable  number  of  coarfe  hats  are  fabricated 
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of  wool,  procured  from  Philadelphia,  to  which 
place  the  hats  are  fent  for  fale  ; with  a few  tan* 
yards,  which  prepare  leather  for  the  confumptiori 
of  the  town  and  neighbouring  country.  The 
population  of  Reading  is  eftimated  at  about  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  fouls,  confifting  chiefly 
of  lawyers  and  inn-keepers.  Some  new  houfes 
were  built  in  the  courfe  of  laft  year  * but  no  in-* 
creafe  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  has  been  ob~ 
ferved  for  feveral  years.  They  are  all  either 
Germans,  or  of  German  defcent;  great  numbers 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  neighbour- 
ing country  do  not  underftand  a word  of  Eng- 
li(h,  and  yet  all  the  public  a£ts,  and  all  the  ju* 
dicial  proceedings  are  drawn  up  and  conducted  in 
the  Englifh  language.  Hence  it  often  happens* 
in  the  courfe  of  law-fuits,  that  the  judges  un* 
derfland  no  German,  and  the  parties,  witnefifes, 
and  jurymen,  no  Englifh,  which  renders  the 
conftant  attendance  of  interpreters  neceffary,  to 
repeat  to  the  judges  the  depofition  of  the  wit* 
nelfes,  and  to  the  jurymen  the  fumming-up  of 
the  judges.  The  adminiftration  of  juftice  is 
therefore  extremely  imperfect.  Many  law-fuits* 
however,  having  no  other  obje£t  than  to  fatisfy 
the  hatred  and  paffion  of  the  moment,  by  drag* 
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ging  an  adverfary  before  the  judge,  both  par- 
ties are  frequently  fatisfied  with  the  fentence, 
of  whatever  complexion  it  may  be.  How  many 
differences  might  be  fettled  on  amicable  terms, 
but  for  this  revengeful  difpofition  to  proceed  to 
extremities,  which  prevails  in  all  countries,  and 
enfures  to  lawyers  a certain  fubfiftence ; or  ra- 
ther how  many  law-fuits  might  be  accommo- 
dated, but  for  the  great  number  of  lawyers  and 
courts  of  juftice  ! Law-fuits  are  very  frequent 
in  Reading,  and  originate  chiefly  in  debts,  quar- 
rels, and  aflaults. 

There  is  a printer  in  Reading,  who  publifhes 
a German  gazette  weekly ; the  price  is  a dollar 
a year.  The  fale  extends  as  far  as  Pittiburg, 
and  doe&  not  exceed  one  thoufand  one  hundred 
copies.  Every  one  here,  as  well  as  in  all  other 
parts  of  America,  takes  an  intereft  in  Rate  af- 
fairs, is  extremely  eager  to  learn  the  news  of 
the  day,  and  difcuffes  politics  as  well  as  he  is 
able. 

There  are  three  churches  in  Reading  ; Ine 
for  the  people  called  Quakers,  another  for  Ro- 
man Catholics , and  the  third  for  Lutherans.  The 
two  laft  are  much  frequented  by  Germans,  in 
whofe  native  language  the  fermons  are  delivered. 

Everv 
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Every  one  pays  for  the  fupport  of  that  form  of 
worfhip,  which  he  has  chofen  for  hirrifelf,  fre- 
quently without  attending  it,  which  is  to  his 
tafte,  to  which  he  is  accuftomed,  or  which 
fome  whim  or  other  moves  him  to  prefer. 
Generally  fpeaking,  few  men  go  to  church, 
at  leaft  few  of  the  firft  clafs.  Religious  wor- 
fhip is  left  chiefly  to  the  women,  who*  form- 
ing the  leaft  bufy  clafs  of  mankind,  are  themoft 
afliduous  frequenters  of  the  theatres  and  the 
churches.  The  Lutheran  church  is  much  re- 
forted  to  in  the  morning,  and  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic fervice  in  the  evening.  The  minifters, 
who  are  paid  by  fubfcription,  receive  about  four 
hundred  dollars  per  annum . Being  without  po- 
litical importance,  and  confined  to  their  ecclefi- 
aftical  functions,  they  are  religious,  humane, 
and  tolerant.  If  their  conduft  were  otherwife, 
their  parifhioners  would  change  them  juft  as 
readily  as  withdraw  their  employment  from  a 
fhoe-maker,  who  fhould  make  bad  fhoes.  They 
live  in  perfeft  harmony  with  one  another.  The 
fermons  delivered  in  the  different  churches  are 
chiefly  of  a moral  caft.  Lutherans,  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, and  Quakers  intermarry  with  each  other. 
Mr.  Read,  the  gentleman  to  whom  we  had  a 
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letter  of  introduftion,  has  tea  children,  two  of 
whom  only  have  been  baptized  ; the  reft  are 
left  to  choofe  their  religion  for  themfelves,  if 
they  think  proper,  when  they  arrive  at  years  of 
difcretion. 

The  fortunes  of  thofe,  who  are  accounted 
people  of  property  in  Reading,  are  in  general 
moderate.  An  income  of  eighteen  hundred  or 
two  thoufand  dollars  a year  is  deemed  large ; 
and  at  leaft  a part  of  fuch  incomes  is  always 
earned  by  feme  ufeful  employment.  Here  are 
indeed  fome  gentlemen  pofleffed  of  large  pro- 
perty, but  then  this  has  been  generally  obtained 
by  commerce,  or  elfe  accumulated  in  the  town 
itfelf  by  difhonourable  means,  namely,  by  buy- 
ing up,  at  a low  price,  demands  againft  poor 
fmall  proprietors,  and  driving  them  from  their 
pofteffions  by  judicial  proceedings.  The  num- 
ber of  people,  who  have  made  fortunes  in  this 
manner,  is  not  great  ; yet  there  certainly  are 
about  three  of  them  in  the  town,  who  pofifefs 
capitals  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  or 
three  hundred  thoufand  dollars. 

The  fentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town 
and  the  neighbouring  country  are  very  good,, 
and  breathe  a warm  attachment  to  the  federal 
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government.  There  is  no  democratic  fociety* 
Reading  fent  about  eighty  volunteers  on  the 
expedition  againft  Pittlburg,  forty  of  whom 
were  equipped  to  ferve  as  cavalry.  They  all 
belonged  to  rich  families,  and  were  engaged  in 
bufinefs ; but  either  their  own  zeal,  or  the  in- 
fluence of  their  relations,  impelled  them  to  de- 
vote themfelves  to  the  public  good.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  public  fpirit,  a fociety  has  been 
formed  at  Reading,  called  the  Fire  Society,^ 
the  members  of  which  enter  into  an  obligation 
to  keep  at  their  common  expence  two  fire  en- 
gines, and  each  at  his  own  expence  two  buck- 
ets, a bafket,  and  a fack,  and  to  attend  at  the 
firll:  alarm  of  fire.  This  fociety,  which  refem- 
bles  that  of  Philadelphia,  and  many  others  of 
the  fame  defcription,  which  are  very  common 
all  over  America,  fpares  government  an  ex- 
pence, which  otherwife  it  would  be  obliged  to 
incur,  and  enfures  a more  fpeedy  afliftance  to 
fufferers,  than  any  public  inftitution  could  pof- 
fibly  afford.  It  will  perhaps  be  faid,  that  this 
fociety  originated  from  the  perfonal  intereft  of 

* The  eftablifliment  of  a company  for  infurance  from 
lofs  by  fire,  may  be  expected  to  follow  next,  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  improvements  at  Reading. — Tranjlator. 
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every  individual  member  or  fubfcriber : be  it  fo; 
for  what  elfe  is  public  fpirit,  but  private  interefl 
properly  underftood  ? 

Some  public  buildings,  fuch  as  a large  houfe 
for  the  different  officers  of  the  county,  and  the 
archives,  a prifon,  and  a feffions  houfe,  have 
been  very  lately  built  at  the  expence  of  the 
county.  The  taxes  are  very  fmall.  Of  three 
lawyers,  with  whom  we  parted  the  greatefl:  part 
of  our  time  at  Reading,  not  one  could  inform 
me  of  the  exa£t  total  amount  of  the  taxes,  but 
they  all  agreed,  that  they  are  very  incotifider- 
able,  or  next  to  nothing.  The  county-taxes 
and  poor-rates,  taken  all  together,  may  perhaps 
amount  to  about  fixpence  in  the  pound,  or  a 
fortieth  part  of  the  yearly  income.  On  parti- 
cular occafions,  or  when  public  buildings  are  to 
be  eredted,  they  are  doubtlefs  higher,  but  never 
fo  high  as  to  take  from  a rich  man  more  than 
twelve  dollars  a year. 

There  are  weekly  two  market  days  in  Read- 
ing, and  the  market  is  well  fupplied  with  pro- 
vision, In  fuch  diftridls  as  lie  near  the  market, 
the  price  of  building-ground,  two  hundred  feet 
in  depth,  is  twenty-five  dollars  per  foot  ; in 
Jefs  populous  parts  of  the  town  only  ten  dol- 
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lars.  The  rent  for  large  convenient  houfes,  at 
fome  diftance  from  the  town,  amounts  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  price  of  land  is 
about  twenty-two  dollars  an  acre,  and  near  the 
town  from  thirty- two  to  thirty-fix  dollars. 
Meadows  near  the  town  coft  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars.  A great  number  of  them  belong 
to  the  family  of  Penn  in  right  of  pur  chafe  ; 
for  it  is  well  known,  that  all  lands  and  tene- 
ments, which  this  family  held  in  fee,  were  re- 
deemed by  the  ftate,  on  granting  indemnifica- 
tion more  or  lefs  adequate  to  their  value. 

The  Schuylkill  does  not  flow  through  the 
town,  but  at  a diftance  of  about  five  thoufand 
paces.  A projedt  is  formed  for  extending  the 
town  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  it  will  cer- 
tainly be  carried  into  effedt,  as  foon  as  the  canal, 
which  is  to  join  the  Schuylkill  with  the  Suf- 
quehannah,  (hall  be  finiffied,  a part  of  which  is 
already  completed.  Reading  will  then  become 
a confiderable  ftaple  for  inland  traffic.  A toler- 
ably extenfive  corn-trade  is  already  carried  on 
here.  In  winter,  when  the  navigation  is  ol> 
ftrudted  by  ice,  the  neighbouring  farmers,  who 
happen  to  be  in  want  of  money,  bring  their  corn 
to  town.  The  wealthy  inhabitants  buy  it  at  a 
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low  price,  lay  it  up  in  granaries,  and  fend  it  to 
Philadelphia  as  foon  as  the  river  is  navigable, 
as  it  is,  in  general,  for  veflfels  of  one  hundred 
or  two  hundred  tons  burthen,  except  when  it 
is  frozen. 

The  banks  of  the  Schuylkill  are  exquifitely 
beautiful  near  Reading,  indeed  more  fo  than  in 
any  other  part  of  its  courfe.  On  the  fide  oppo- 
fite  to  the  town  arifes  a range  of  richly  culti- 
vated hills,  covered  v/ith  as  many  houles  as 
can  be  expefted  in  this  country.  Beyond  thefe 
heights  are  mountains  of  more  confiderable  ele- 
vation : and  beyond  thefe  are  feen  the  lofty 
fummits  of  the  Blue  Mountains.  The  whole 
.form  a profpeft  at  once  pleafing  and  fublime. 
A great  number  of  brooks  run  into  the  Schuyl- 
kill, and  turn  many  paper,  faw,  plafter,  and  oil- 
mills  in  the  vicinity  of  Reading.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  are  temperate,  induftrious  and 
prudent  people.  A tradefman  clears  as  much 
money  in  a few  years,  as  enables  him  to  buy  a 
plantation  in  the  back  country,  where  he  either 
fettles  himfelf,  or  fends  one  of  his  children* 
Perfons  who  quit  Reading  and  its  vicinity  ge- 
nerally retire  to  the  country  around  Sunbury 
and  Northumberland.  Some  poor  Germans  irom 
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time  to  time  arrive  here  from  Europe,  get  rich, 
purchafe  a plantation,  and  retire. 

They  marry  here  very  young.  Few  women 
remain  unmarried  beyond  the  age  of  twenty 
years : and  marriages  ' are  very  fruitful.  The 
mortality  among  children  is,  upon  an  average, 
much  lefs  here  than  in  Philadelphia.  The 
country  is  healthful.  Perfons  grey  with  age  are 
numerous,  and  epidemical  difeafes  rarely  break 
out.  Living  is  cheaper  here,  by  one  half,  than 
in  Philadelphia. 

We  had  letters  to  MeiTrs.  Read  and  Bridle, 
and  cannot  fpeak  with  fufficient  praife  of  the 
handfome  reception  we  experienced  from  thefe 
gentlemen.  They  anfwered  all  our  queflions 
with  a degree  of  patience  as  obliging  on  their 
part,  as  it  was  advantageous  to  us.  The  day  we 
flopped  at  Reading  was  fpent  at  Mr.  Bridle’s, 
where  we  found  Mr.  Read,  Judge  Rush,  bro- 
ther to  Dodor  Rush  of  Philadelphia,  and  Pre- 
fident  of  the  diftrid,  General  Rover,  who,  dur- 
ing the  laft  war,  ferved  conftantly  under  La 
Fayette,  and  holds  now  the  place  of  Regif- 
trar,  Mr.  Eckard,  an  aduary,  and  Mr.  Evans, 
who  is  a lawyer  as  well  as  Meffrs.  Read  and 
Bridle,  The  converfation  was  pleafant  enough. 

It 


NORTH  AMERICA^  CANADA,  &C.  55 

It  conftantly  turned  upon  the  political  fituation 
of  Europe,  of  which  every  one  will  talk,  and 
which  is  rightly  underftood  by  none.  But  it 
is  the  topic  of  the  day,  to  the  difcuffion  of  which 
we  mu  ft  fubmit.  Excellent  principles  of  go- 
vernment, a warm  attachment  to  France,  ab- 
horrence of  the  crimes  which  have  been  com- 
mitted, and  fervent  wiflies  for  her  welfare, 
formed  the  prominent  features  of  the  conver- 
fation.  Several  very  acute  and  judicious  ohfer- 
vations  on  the  fubjedt  of  England  were  made, 
which  did  not  befpeak  great  partiality  for  that 
country.  The  gentlemen  fpoke  with  enthufiaftn 
of  Washington,  with  gratitude  and  efteem  of 
La  Fayette,  and,  in  ftiort,  difplayed  the  moft 
laudable  feelings.  During  a walk  we  met  fome 
ladies,  who,  to  judge  from  the  manner  in  which 
their  attendants  conduced  themfelves,  muft  be 
of  very  little  importance  in  fociety.  Mr.  Bridle, 
who,  without  faying  a word,  gave  us  tea  in  the 
evening,  feemed  fcarcely  to  have  eaten  his  din- 
ner. 

The  civility  of  our  friends  in  Reading  was 
not  confined  to  a kind  reception  ; they  alio  of- 
fered us  letters  to  gentlemen  at  Lancafter,  and 
hi  other  places  on  our  road,  which,  though  we 
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were  already  provided  with  a tolerable  number, 
we  accepted  with  the  fame  fatisfadion  as  they 
were  offered. 

One  of  thefe  letters  procured  me  an  intro- 
duction into  the  farm  of  Angelico.  I was  de- 
li rous  of  being  more  accurately  acquainted  with 
the  date  of  agriculture  and  hufbandry  about 
Reading,  which,  in  Philadelphia,  had  been  point- 
ed out  to  me  as  the  mod  perfed  in  all  Pennfyl- 
vania,  and  I therefore  wifhed  to  converfe  with 
one  of  the  belt  informed  farmers ; Mr.  Evans 
had  been  named  to  me  as  fuch.  He  fuperintends 
and  manages  the  farm  of  Angelico  for  Mr.  Ni- 
cholson in  Philadelphia,  who  bought  it  three 
years  ago  of  Governor  Mifflin.  This  farm, 
W'hich  lies  three  miles  from  Reading  on  the  way 
to  Lancafter,  confiits  of  nine  hundred  acres, 
four  hundred  only  of  which  have  hitherto  been 
cultivated,  and  fifty  of  thefe  lie  in  pafture. 
From  fixty  to  feventy  acres  confift  of  the  fined 
meadows,  fome  of  which  are  fown  with  clover. 
They  are  watered  at  pleafure,  partly  by  the  An^ 
gelico,  a fmall  brook  from  which  the  place  takes 
its  name,  and  partly  by  a very  copious  fpring, 
which  waters  fuch  parts  as  are  not  within  reach 
of  the  Angelico,  The  grafs  is  fine,  drong,  and 
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bufhy,  and  the  only  care  taken  of  it  confifts  in  a 
flight  irrigation.  The  reft  of  the  land  is  under 
the  plough,  and  produces  wheat,  rye,  buck- 
wheat, oats,  and  Indian  corn,  but  without  any 
fixed  rotation  of  crops.  The  land  is  of  the  beft 
quality,  being  a rich  clay,  from  twenty-four  to 
twenty-eight  inches  deep.  Some  places  are  ftony. 
More  or  lefs  manure  is  laid  upon  the  foil  every 
three  years.  From  four  to  five  cart-loads  of 
dung,  about  fifteen  hundred  weight  each,  are 
generally  allotted  to  an  acre  ; but  the  dung  is 
far  from  being  in  a ftate  to  aiifwer  the  intended 
purpofe,  The  produce  of  the  firft  year,  after 
the  ground  has  been  cleared,  is  twenty-five 
bufhels  of  wheat,  forty  bufhels  of  rye,  forty 
bufhels  of  barley,  eighty  bufhels  of  oats,  twenty- 
five  bufhels  of  Indian  corn,  per  acre.  It  would 
produce  confiderably  more,  if  the  wood  were 
felled  in  a more  careful  manner,  and  the  ground 
fo  me  what  deeper  tilled.  It  is  the  cuftom,  and 
confequently  the  general  opinion,  that  the 
ground  muft  not  be  ploughed  deeper  than  four 
or  five  inches.  I have  converfed  with  Mr.  Evans 
on  this  fubjedl,  who  could  not  help  allowing, 
that  the  above  opinion  is  erroneous;  He  was 
entirely  of  rny  way  of  thinking ; but  it  is  the 
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cuftom,  and  that  has  more  weight  than  the 
cleareft  reafoning.  Newly  cleared  land  fome- 
times  produces  better  crops  after  the  fecond  and 
the  third  year’s  tillage,  than  at  the  fir  ft ; and 
this  generally  happens  when  the  ground  has  not 
been  cleared  with  fufficient  care.  The  ufual 
produce  of  this  land  is  ten  bufhels  of  wheat, 
twenty  of  rye,  twenty  of  barley,  forty  of  oats, 
and  eighty  of  Indian  corn.  This  diftridt  has  not 
fuffered  from  certain  infedts,  called  lice^  which 
occafion  fometimes  confiderable  mifchief  to  the 
crops  ; nor  had  the  Heflian  fly  much  damaged 
the  corn  here.  The  plough-fliare  is  of  iron; 
it  has  but  one  broad  fide  bent  towards  the  right. 
It  is  ill  contrived,  and  turns  up  the  ground  very 
imperfe&ly.  Two  horfes  are  able  to  draw  the 
plough  in  a pretty  ftrong  foil.  The  work  of  the 
farm  is  performed  by  five  men,  fix  horfe§,  and 
twelve  oxen.  Mr.  Evans’s  wife  and  children 
manage  the  bufinefs  of  the  houfe,  of  a pretty 
confiderable  dairy,  and  of  the  poultry-yard, 
which  is  much  better  flocked  with  fowls  than 
American  farms  ufually  are.  The  butter  which 
is  not  confumed  in  the  houfe,  is  fent  in  winter 
to  Philadelphia  ; but  in  fummer  they  make  good 
cheefe,  which  is  fold  for  ten  pence  a pound. 

The 
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The  corn  is  either  fold  in  Philadelphia  or  Read- 
ing. Mr.  Evans  fattens  fome  oxen,  but  their 
number  does  not  exceed  eighteen,  though  he 
poffeffes  feventy  acres  of  meadow  land  ; thefe 
oxen,  together  with  his  twelve  cows  and  fix 
horfes,  confume  almoft  all  his  hay,  for  he  fells 
very  little.  He  keeps  it  in  barns,  and  fome- 
times  in  Racks  made  after  the  Engliflh  manner, 
but  fo  very  badly,  that  they  generally  tumble 
down.  Every  acre  of  meadow,  if  mowed  twice 
a year,  yields  from  three  to  four  tuns  of  hay, 
and  the  price  of  this  article  was  laft  year  four- 
teen dollars  a tun. 

Mr.  Evans  keeps  no  more  than  forty  or  fifty 
fheep.  This  fmall  number  affords  an  additional 
proof  of  the  prejudices,  which  prevail  in  this 
country  ; “ to  keep  many  of  them,”  Mr.  Evans 
obferved,  “ would  be  the  certain  means  of 
lofing  them  all.”  On  my  mentioning  to  him 
the  example  of  England,  he  faid,  66  1 know  all 
this,  but  it  is  the  cuftom  here,  and  a wife  cuf- 
tom  it  is ; for  our  neighbour,  Mr.  Morgan, 
who  would  keep  more,  and  had  a good  fiiepherd 
from  Europe,  loft  them  all.  We  do  not  wifli 
for  more  than  are  neceffary  to  fupply  us  with 
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wool  for  our  own  cloathing,  and  that  of  our 
people,  and  on  that  account  keep  no  mbre.” 

The  ftate  of  agriculture  is  here  exaftly  the 
fame  as  in  the  remoteft  provinces  of  France* 
Prejudices,  maxims  handed  down  from  father  to 
fon,  ufages,  ignorance,  and  confequently  obfti- 
xiacy,  govern  every  thing.  The  fheep  are  to- 
lerably good,  and  yield  excellent  wool.  Before 
I faw  them,  I afked  the  fhepherd,  whether  the 
wool  was  fhort  or  long  ? he  anfwered,  “ that 
it  grew  longer  towards  the  time  of  {hearing  it.’* 
I explained  to  him  the  meaning  of  the  terms, 
long  and  fhort  wool,  the  difference  between  the 
fheep  which  produce  it,  the  different  purpofes 
they  are  fit  for  in  the  manufactories,  and,  con- 
fequently, the  reafons  why,  in  different  parts 
of  England,  one  fort  of  fheep  is  kept  in  pre- 
ference to  another.  He  liftened  to  me,  and  re- 
plied, of  all  this  we  know  nothing  here.”  It 
is  the  cuftom  not  to  keep  a ram  upon  the  farm  ; 
they  enquire  where  a good  one  may  be  found, 
and  either  hire  him  or  fend  the  ewes  to  him. 
Mr.  Evans  fattens  his  oxen  with  hay,  and  flour 
of  Indian  corn,  of  which  he  allots  to  each, 
twice  a day,  fix  quarts,  or  iix-fixteenths  of  a 

bufliel ; 
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bufhel  : his  oxen  are  tolerably  good,  but  not  re- 
markably fo.  In  my  prefence  he  fold  feventeen, 
which  were  all  he  had  at  that  time,  and  among 
which  was  an  old  bull  and  a fine  cow.  For 
thefe  he  received  nine  hundred  and  fix  dollars ; 
the  cow  alone  coft  forty- two  ; fhe  was  three 
years  old,  large  fized,  of  a good  fort,  and  was 
bought  for  breeding  in  another  part  of  the 
country. 

Turnips  for  feeding  cattle  are  cultivated  only 
in  gardens  like  pot-herbs,  to  the  extent  of  a 
quarter  or  half  an  acre.  The  cultivation  of 
cabbages  and  turnips  in  the  fields  is  unknown. 
Potatoes  are  planted  in  great  abundance.  The 
art  of  getting  good  dung  is  as  little  known  here 
as  all  other  branches  of  agriculture,  which  re- 
quire the  leaft  judgment.  There  is  no  hole  in 
the  farm-yard  to  colled  the  dung;  nothing  is 
done  to  improve  it  by  the  urine  from  the  diffe- 
rent ftables,  or  to  prevent  the  rain  from  w a fil- 
ing away  its  ftrength  ; it  lies  in  the  farm-yard  in 
large  heaps,  does  not  rot,  but  is  entirely  dried  up. 

In  other  refpeds  this  is  one  of  the  fineft 
eftates  that  can  be  defired.  The  foil,  the  fitua- 
tion,  and  every  thing  confidered,  leave  nothing 
to  wifh  for  but  a more  Ikilful  cultivation,  of 
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which  it  is  as  capable  as  any  other  fpot  in  the 
world.  In  point  of  profpedt  and  pidurefque 
efFe£t,  its  fituation  is  charming,  being  in  a large, 
delightful  valley,  which  is  well  watered,  and 
furrounded  by  a multitude  of  the  mo  ft  pleafant 
hills,  partly  cultivated,  and  partly  covered  with 
wood. 

A faw-mill  forms  a part  of  this  eftate  ; it  is 
conftantly  employed  either  for  the  ufe  of  the 
eftate,  for  the  poffeffor,  or  the  public.  The 
price  of  labour  is  three  fhillings  for  one  hundred 
feet  of  plank.  The  mill  has  but  one  faw, 
though  there  is  a fufficient  quantity  of  water 
for  at  leaft  three.  This  water,  which  can  be 
difpofed  of  at  pleafure,  might  very  conveniently 
turn  feveral  other  mills,  and  thus  encreafe  both 
the  value  of  the  eftate,  and  the  induftry  of  the 
country  ; as  the  produce  is  fure  to  meet  with  a 
ready  fale  either  in  Philadelphia  or  Reading. 
The  fences  and  farm-buildings,  which  Governor 
Mifflin  left  in  very  bad  condition,  are  now  re- 
pairing, and  will  foon  be  in  very  good  order. 

Mr.  Nicholfon  pays  Mr.  Evans,  who  ac- 
counts to  him  for  the  outgoings  and  expendi- 
ture, but  who  has  not  yet  remitted  him  any 
money.  He  intends,  undoubtedly,  by  this  ma- 
nagement, 
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nagement,  to  put  the  eftate  into  a good  condi- 
tion, and  to  raife  its  value  beyond  that  which 
landed  property  has  hitherto  acquired  in  Ame- 
rica. At  this  time  a bufhel  of  wheat  fells  for 
fifteen  fhillings,  Indian  corn  for  three  (hillings, 
and  oats  for  five  fhillings.  Labourers  are  eafily 
procured  here  in  fufficient  number  for  all  the 
purpofes  of  agriculture.  From  the  account  I 
have  given  of  this  eftate,  it  is  evident,  that  its 
value  would  be  very  confiderable,  if  it  were  bet- 
ter managed. 

The  five  hundred  acres,  which  lie  unculti- 
vated, fupply  the  neceffary  timber  for  repairing 
the  houfe  and  out- buildings,  and  alfo  wood  for 
fuel;  which,  as  I have  already  mentioned,  is 
fold  at  Reading  from  three  and  a half,  to  four 
and  a half  dollars  per  cord,  according  to  the 
quality  of  the  wood.  The  expence  for  felling, 
cutting  it,  and  carrying  it  to  Reading,  amounts 
to  one  dollar  two-thirds.  Mr.  Evans  is  of  opi- 
nion, that  this  traft  of  land  fliould  neither  be 
cultivated,  nor  the  wood  fold  for  fuel,  becaufe 
the  trees,  if  fuffered  to  grow,  encreafe  the  value 
of  the  land  far  beyond  what  it  can  be  worth, 
if  applied  to  any  other  ufe.  I know  not  how 
far  he  may  be  right.  To  form  a correct  opinion 


on 


64 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


on  this  fubjedl,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  traverfe 
the  wood,  to  be  acquainted  with  the  wants  and 
cuftoms  of  the  country ; and  befides,  it  is  well 
known,  that  in  France,  where  the  management 
of  woods  is  Angularly  well  underflood,  the  rear- 
ing of  trees  is  deemed  one  of  the  moil  difficult 
arts. 

My  friend,  Mr.  Guillemard,  who  is  more  fond 
of  his  bed,  and  lefs  partial  to  farms,  than  I am, 
fuffered  me  to  leave  Reading  fome  hours  before 
him  ; he  overtook  me  at  Angelico,  and  thence 
we  entered  upon  our  journey  to  Lancaffer. 
There  is  no  public  conveyance  yet  eftablifhed 
by  the  Rate  between  Lancafler  and  Reading, 
though  thefe  are  both  conAderable  towns.  The 
Rage-coach  goes  from  Reading  to  Harrifburg, 
fituate  on  the  Sufquehannah,  and  on  the  road  to 
Pittfburg.  Another  Rage- coach  goes  from  Har- 
rifburg to  LancaRer,  which  forms  a circuit  of 
eighty  miles  ; though,  by  the  diredl  road,  the 
diflance  is  only  thirty-one  miles.  There  is,  in- 
deed, a poR,  which  goes  twice  a week  from 
Bethlem  to  LancaRer,  and  paffes  through  Read- 
ing, but  is  of  no  ufe  to  travellers.  This  poR, 
which  makes  a journey  of  eighty  miles,  fre- 
quently arrives  without  bringing  one  Angle  let- 
ter ; 
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ter ; every  thing  evinces,  that  the  country  is  yet 
in  an  infant  ftate,  but  {hews,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  it  is  proceeding,  by  large  and  rapid  ftrides, 
to  a ftate  of  confiderable  ftrength. 

The  country  between  Reading  and  Lancafter 
abounds  with  mountains  and  vallies.  The  for- 
mer are  not  high,  but  run  in  ranges.  The  val- 
lies are  chearful,  well  watered,  abound  with 
fine  meadows,  and  are  tolerably  well  inhabited, 
A I mo  ft  all  the  inhabitants  are  Germans,  or,  at 
leaft,  of  German  defcent.  The  greateft  part  fpeak 
ho  other  language  than  German.  The  houfe's 
are  fmall,  and  kept  in  very  bad  order  ; the  barns 
are  large,  and  in  very  good  repair.  The  general 
appearance  of  the  country,  which  is  very  rich 
and  pleafant,  refembles  that  near  the  Voghefian 
Mountains,  except  that  here  the  mountains  are 
not  fo  high.  We  continually  meet  with  brooks 
or  creeks,  with  numerous  mills  and  a luxuriant 
verdure.  The  road  is  tolerable,  except  in  lome 
places,  where  it  is  miry,  or  rough  with  (tones. 
Four  miles  from  Lancafter  the  hills  deereafe  in 
height,  and  two  miles  from  the  town  they  ter- 
minate in  a plain. 

On  our  way  we  flopped  at  Ephrata,  where 
We  vifited  the  Dunkers,  a fort  of  monks  well 
Vol.  I,  F known 
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known  in  America  by  the  folitary  life  they  lead, 
though  their  number  is  but  fmalh  We  had  a 
letter  to  Father  Miller,  the  Dean  of  the  fo- 
ciety.  The  houfe,  which  is  built  of  a very  in- 
different fort  of  ftone,  and  badly  roofed  with 
laths,  is  the  refidence  of  feveral  hermits,  the  re- 
mains of  fixty,  who  formed  the  fociety  about 
forty  years  ago.  A few  yards  from  this  houfe 
ftands  the  nunnery  of  the  order,  which  con- 
tains ten  or  twelve  nuns,  fubjedt  to  the  fame 
rules. 

The  venerable  Father  Miller  is  an  old  man, 
not  far  from  eighty  years  of  age.  His  eyes  ftill 
fparkle  with  a degree  of  fire,  and  his  imagina- 
tion is  ftill  lively.  Our  curiofity  led  us  to  en- 
quire after  the  inftitution  of  the  houfe,  and  the 
dodtrines  of  the  order.  Father  Miller  fatisfied 
this  curiofity  in  a manner  the  moft  tedioufly 
diffufe,  by  giving  us  a minute  account  of  every 
point,  however  trifling,  of  the  doftrine  and  hif- 
tory  of  the  Dunkers . This  hiftory  is  a tiffue  of 
abfurdities,  like  that  of  all  monks.  A ridicu- 
lous compound  of  ambition,  and  of  the  defire 
of  infulating  themfelves  apart  from  the  ftate,  is 
common  to  them  all.  The  Dunkers  were  in- 
flituted  in  the  fame  place  where  they  at  prefent 
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refide,  by  one  Conrad  Peysel,  a German,  who, 
however,  foon  perceived,  as  well  as  themfelves, 
that  the  life  of  an  anchorite  is  neither  the  mod 
pleafant,  nor  the  mod  ufeful  in  the  World.  He 
collected  them  into  a fociety,  and  conducted  them 
to  Pittfburg,  which,  at  that  time,  was  a wild, 
uninhabited  place.  The  prior,  who  fucceeded 
Peyfel,  intended,  according  to  fome,  to  fubjeft: 
his  monks  to  a drifter  difcipline  ; but,  by  the 
account  of  others,  he  propofed  toaccudom  them 
to  a wandering  life  ; diffenfions  arofe  among 
them,  and  they  pafied  fome  years  in  a date  of 
continual  difagreement  ; they  then  difperfed, 
and  afterwards  united  again  in  the  fame  place 
where  they  were  fird  edablifhed.  The  old 
monk  told  us,  that  they  obferve  a drift  rule, 
and  live  with  the  utmod  frugality  ; and  that  a 
communion  of  property  is  obferved  among  them 
without  the  lead  fupremacy,  or  any  other  dif- 
tinftion  whatever ; he  told  us,  that  he  goes 
>.  himfelf  to  church  regularly  at  midnight.  They 
have  made  the  vow  of  poverty  and  chadity ; 
there  are,  however,  fome,  who  marry,  in  which 
cafe  they  quit  the'houfe,  and  live  with  their 
wives  elfewhere  in  the  country.  Others  leave 
the'houfe  without  marrying  ; but  thefe,  Father 
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Miller  obferved,  violate,  by  fo  doing,  the  oath 
they  have  taken  ; yet  they  cannot  be  profecuted 
for  want  of  a law  to  that  effed.  They  wear  a 
long  gown  made  of  grey  cloth  for  the  winter, 
and  of  white  linen  for  the  fummer,  tied  round 
the  waift  with  a ftrap  of  leather.  They  let  the 
beard  grow,  and  deep  on  a bench,  u until,” 
faid  Father  Miller,  “ they  deep  in  the  grave.” 
This  was  his  expreffion.  The  fpirit  of  the  pre- 
fent  age,  and  the  country  they  inhabit, ' being 
equally  averfe  to  a monadic  life,  Father  Miller 
perceives,  with  as  much  certainty  as  concern,  the 
impending  diffolution  of  his  order,  which  has 
forne  other  eftablifhments  in  one  or  two  coun- 
ties of  Pennfylvania.  As  to  the  dodrines  of  the 
order,  they  are  a medley  of  the  mo  ft  abfurd  te- 
nets of  the  Anabaptifts,  Univerfalids,  Calvinids, 
Lutherans,  Jews,  Methodids,  and  Roman  Ca- 
tholics. They  lament  the  fall  of  our  fird  pa- 
rent, who  would  rather  have  for  his  wife  a car- 
nal being,  Eve,  than  let  the  celeftial  Sophia,  a 
being  thoroughly  divine,  bear  a child.  She  would 
have  communicated  only  with  the  fpiritual  na- 
ture of  Adam  ; and  thus  a race  would  have 
been  engendered  all  pure,  and  without  the  lead: 
corporeal  ingredient.  They  lament  the  indul- 
gence, 
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gence,  which  God  (hewed  in  regard  to  this  de« 
fire  of  Adam,  who  aCted  on  this  occafion  as 
brutes  might  do.  However,  God,  according  to 
their  doCtrine,  has  merely  deferred  the  period  of 
this  (late  of  perfection  ; it  is  certainly  to  arrive, 
and  the  Dunkers  forefee  the  time,  when,  after 
the  general  refurreCtion,  the  divine  Sophia  will 
defcend  into  every  one  of  us.  All  this  is  to 
their  fancy  as  evident  and  clear  as  the  Song  of 
Solomon.  We  wafted  nearly  two  hours  in 
liftening  to  the  idle  prate  of  the  old  monk, 
who  was  happy  to  entertain  us  on  this  fubjeCt, 
and  particularly  enraptured  at  the  idea,  that  the 
Sophia  would  defcend  into  him. 

Another  monk  of  the  fame  order,  whom  we 
met  with,  feemed  to  be  lefs  impreffed  with  this 
hope.  He  was  a printer,  a man  of  thirty  years 
of  age,  who  had  lived  thirteen  years  in  this 
houfe.  He  told  us,  that  the  difcipline  of  the 
order  is  by  no  means  fo  ftridt,  as  the  old  monk 
pretended  ; that  they  divide  their  earnings  only 
if  they  choofe ; that  they  live  juft  as  they 
pleafe,  and  drink  coffee  and  tea.  He  did  not 
appear  fo  enthufiaftic  a friend  to  the  vow  of 
chaftity  as  Father  Miller  ; and  to  our  queftions, 
whether  many  brothers  married,  and  whether 
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they  were  fuppofed  to  offend  by  fo  doing,  an- 
fwered,  66  that  many  did,  and  that,  in  his  opi- 
nion, they  acted  rightly;  “ for,”  faid'he,  66  are 
not  women  truly  charming  ?”  Before  we  left 
Father  Miller,  whofe  accounts  the  information 
of  the  young  monk  already  (hewed  to  have 
greatly  exaggerated  every  thing,  we  had  an 
opportunity  of  convincing  ourfelv.es,  that  he 
had  misdated  even  the  particulars  of  their  way 
of  living  ; for  we  found  in  a room,  contiguous 
to  his,  a nice  feather-bed,  in  which,  he  could 
not  help  confeding,  he  llept  fometimes,  and  in 
which,  by  the  affertion  of  the  young  Dunker, 
he  deeps  every  night.  In  the  church  we  found 
a place  as  much  diftinguifhed  from  the  reft,  as 
that  of  any  prior  of  a convent  of  benedidline 
monks  can  be.  Monks  are  every  where  the 
fame  men,  and  live  by  deceiving  others  ; they 
are  every  where  importers  : in  Europe,  and  in 
America,  men  are  the  fame,  when  placed  in  the 
fame  (ituation.  In  point  of  furniture  and  out- 
ward appearance  the  houfe  bears  a near  refem- 
blance  to  a capuchin  convent,  difplaying  every 
where  an  oftentatious  poverty  by  half-hidden 
beds  of  down.  We  did  not  vifit  the  nunnery, 
as  we  (hould  have  met  there  only  the  fame 
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follies,  and  the  fame  naufeous  filth  ; befides, 
the  nuns,  being  old,  could  not  in  the  leaf:  in- 
tereft  our  curiofity,  and  we  knew  already  enough 
of  thefe  Dunkers.  They  are  a good-natured 
fort  of  people,  they  live  upon  the  produce  of  an 
eftate  of  three  hundred  acres,  injure  nobody, 
are  laughed  at  in  the  country,  and  yet  tolerably 
well  beloved. 

The  foil  between  Reading  and  Lancafter  is 
full  of  final  1 lime-ftones,  and  dates,  which  are 
frequently  found  of  a very  large  fize.  Near 
Lancafter  the  quantity  of  lime- (tone  encreafes  : 
the  whole  country  abounds  with  iron-mines; 
and  the  iron-works,  which  are  very  numerous 
between  Bethlem  and  Reading,  become  more 
ftrikingly  fo  between  Reading  and  Lancafter, 
though  many  of  them  do  npt  ftand  near  the 
road.  We  intended  to  vifit  the  iron- work  of 
Mr.  Colman,  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  in 
the  whole  diftridt ; but  finding  that  it  was  too 
much  out  of  our  road,  we  relinquifhed  the  de- 
fign.  All  we  could  learn  was,  that  the  work- 
men receive  from  eight  to  ten  dollars  a month, 
befides  board  and  lodging.  The  founder  has  five 
fhillings  per  tun.  The  price  of  caft-iron  is  thirty 
(hillings,  and  of  iron  in  bars  forty  (hillings  a tun. 
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The  high  price  of  grain  in  this  place  is.  laid  to 
have  much  leffened  the  profits  arifing  from 
founderies. 

We  had  left  the  fervant,  with  the  baggage 
horfe,  at  Reading,  on  account  of  his  back  being 
fore.  My  friend  Guillemard  intended  at  firft  to 
make  the  tour  from  Lancafter  to  Harrilburg 
without  the  fervant,  and  to  fend  him  by  the 
ftraight  road  to  Northumberland,  but  Jofeph 
wilhed  to  fee  Lancafter.  Mr.  Guillemard’s 
kindnefs  could  not  refufehim  this  fmall  favour  ; 
he  accordingly  fet  out  for  Lancafter  fome  hours 
after  us,  and  brought  the  horfe  thither ; we  had 
leffened  his  burthen,  at  leaft  by  eighty  pounds, 
and  had  fent  feveral  of  Mr.  Guillemard’s  effects 
to  Philadelphia.  The  pack-faddle  had  been 
mended,  and  yet  the  poor  horfe’s  back  was 
worfe  than  before.  This  is  an  accident  truly 
difagreeable,  and  by  no  means  unimportant ; for 
the  difpofition  of  my  fellow  traveller  does  not 
allow  us  to  hope  a fpeedy  end  to  our  fufferings. 
We  mu  ft  have  patience,  a virtue  of  material  life 
in  all  fituations,  while  on  the  contrary  impa- 
tience never  ferves  any  good  purpofe. 


Lancafter , 
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Lancajlen,  the  11  th  of  May. 

We  reached  Lancafter  at  nine  o’clock  at 
night,  the  ufual  fupper-time.  The  groom  ar- 
rived the  next  morning  with  the  difabled  horfe. 
A delay  in  Lancafter,  while  the  cure  of  the 
horfe  was  effected,  proved  the  more  unpleafant, 
as  out  of  the  twelve  gentlemen,  to  whom  we 
had  letters  of  introduction,  three  only  were  in 
town.  General  Hand,  who  lives  a mile  from 
Lancafter,  happened  to  be  there.  We  Rccord- 
ingjy  paid  him  a vifit,  and  faw  him,  as  well  as 
his  lady  and  children.  But,  by  not  returning 
our  vifit,  he  gave  us  a pretty  clear  proof,  that 
he  was  not  very  defirous  of  our  repeating  it.  Mr. 
Bridle,  though  in  town,  was  indifpofed  ; and 
Mr.  Montgomery,  to  whom  we  had  a letter 
from  Mr.  Bridle,  of  Reading,  was  not  at  home, 
when  we  called  at  his  houfe.  This  concur- 
rence of  unpleafant  circumftances  led  us  to  the 
firm  determination  of  removing  at  once  the  ob- 
ftacles,  which,  fince  our  departure  from  Phila- 
delphia, had  obftrucied  the  execution  of  our  plan. 
In  occurrences  of  a more  ferious  complexion 
than  this  incident,  experience  has  convinced  me, 
that  the  fuccours  of  the  moment,  with  which 
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irrefolute  and  indolent  people  are  fo  well  pleafed, 
far  from  adually  clearing  the  way  of  difficul- 
ties, merely  places  them  at  a greater  diftance, 
but,  in  fad,  encreafes  them.  I was  alfo  fenfi- 
ble,  that  it  is  by  far  the  beft  and  eaiieft  way, 
in  all  fimilar  fituations,  to  do  without  every 
thing,  which  may  prove  troublefome.  My 
friend  Guillemard  is  determined,  to  ad  upon 
the  fame  principle  ; and  we  have  refolved  to 
reduce  our  baggage  to  what  our  three  horfes 
can  conveniently  carry,  and  to  fend  the  reft 
back  to  Philadelphia.  Thus  relieved  from  all 
uneafinefs,  our  minds  will  be  more  capable  of 
receiving  the  new  knowledge,  which  we  ffiall 
ufe  every  opportunity  to  colled.  Here  we  ga- 
thered our  information  from  the  landlord’s  fa- 
mily at  the  inn,  where  we  had  put  up. 

This  inn,  the  Swan,  has  been  kept  by  Mr. 
Slow  thefe  thirty  years.*  He  was  a man  of  very 
confiderable  property,  but,  fome  time  back,  was 
much  reduced  by  misfortunes;  having  engaged 
in  iron-works,  and  other  bufinefs,  he  was  de- 
frauded, and  nearly  ruined,  and  found  himfelf 
under  the  neceffity  of  felling  all  the  property  he 
had  acquired.  Grief  undermined  his  conftitu- 
tion  ; but  his  wife,  poflefled  of  more  fortitude. 
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(as  women  generally  are")  roufed  his  deje&ed 
fpirits.  His  honefty  had  never  been  impeached, 
and  his  fituation  in  life,  as  innkeeper  and  mem- 
ber of  the  affembly  of  Pennfylvania,  had  made 
him  known,  and  had  obtained  him  friends,  who 
affifted  him  with  money,  and  procured  him 
credit.  One  of  them  purchafed  fifteen  hundred 
acres  of  land,  which  he  pofieffed  near  Wilkf- 
barre,  on  the  Sufquehannah,  and,  when  the 
bargain  was  {truck,  told  him,  that  he  fhould 
only  confider  himfelf  as  his  truftee,  and  return 
the  land  for  the  fame  money.  His  circumftances 
improved  ; he  has  not  only  repaid  the  money 
for  the  lands  near  Wilkfbarre,  which  are  again 
in  his  poflfeffion,  but  has  alfo  purchafed  others 
near  Northumberland,  married  one  of  his  daugh- 
ters, obtained  commiffions  in  the  army  for  two 
of  his  fons,  and  thus  recovered  his  former  pros- 
perity. We  had  letters  to  him  : he  happened 
to  be  in  Philadelphia;  but  his  wife  and  two  of 
his  fons  were  at  home,  who  furni filed  us  with, 
perhaps,  as  much  information,  as  we  might  have 
been  able  to  procure,  had  we  met  with  all  the 
other  perfons  to  whom  we  had  letters  of  recom- 
mendation. 

JLancafter  is  the  largeft  inland  town  on  the 

continent 


7 6 TRAVELS  THROUGH 

continent  of  America.  It  ftands  twenty  miles 
from  the  Sufquehannah,  and  half  a mile  from 
the  Conawango,  a large  ftream,  flocked  with 
fifh,  but  not  navigable.  This  diftridl  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  family  of  Mr.  William  Hamil- 
ton, by  the  Penns,  their  relations.  The  town 
began  to  be  built  in  1731,  with  a view  of  its 
being  the  chief  of  the  county.  The  land  is 
not  fold  by  the  Hamiltons,  but  leafed  out  for 
a ground-rent,  which  they  have  raifed  in  pro-* 
portion  to  the  encreafed  demands,  and  the  ri- 
fing  price  of  land  in  every  place.  As  W.  Ha- 
milton has  flill  a great  quantity  of  land  left 
about  the  town,  he  difpofes  of  it  in  the  fame 
manner ; and  his  yearly  income,  compofed  of 
unredeemable  rents,  amounts  at  prefent  to  four 
thoufand  dollars.  During  the  war  the  payment 
of  thefe  rents  was  collected  with  difficulty  ; Mr. 
Hamilton,  as  well  as  the  family  of  Penn,  be- 
longing to  the  Tory  party. 

The  population  of  Lan  carter  confirts  of  about 
fix  or  feven  thoufand  fouls.  Inftead  of  increa- 
fing,  it  rather  decreafes  at  prefent,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  continual  emigration  of  fuch  in- 
habitants, as  by  their  induftry  have  acquired  a 
fufficient  fortune,  to  purchafe  lands  in  the  lefs 
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inhabited  diftrifts  of  Pennfylvania,  or  in  the 
moft  diftant  part  of  Maryland,  and  whom  the 
high  price  of  land,  in  the  county  of  Lancafter, 
prevents  from  fettling  here. 

Near  the  town,  and  even  at  fome  diftance 
from  it,  theprice  of  land  is  at  prefent  from  fifty 
to  eighty  dollars  per  acre.  Within  thefe  laft: 
three  years,  it  has  been  more  than  doubled.  Ge- 
neral Hand  bought,  five  years  ago,  the  eftate  on 
which  he  refides,  two  miles  from  the  town,  for 
twenty-five  dollars  per  acre,  and  has  lately  re- 
fufed  one  hundred,  which  were  offered  him. 
Mr.  Scott,  fon-in-law  of  Mr.  Slow,  bought 
lately  an  eftate,  for  which  he  paid  one  hundred 
dollars  per  acre.  The  price  of  land  has  rifen 
nearly  in  theTame  proportion  throughout  Ame- 
rica, at  leaft  in  all  its  cultivated  parts.  Mr. 
Slow,  about  five  years  ago,  purchafed  an  eftate 
near  Northumberland  for  forty  (hillings  per 
acre,  and  laft  year  fold  it  again  for  fifty-four 
(hillings.  With  the  profits  he  purchafed  a 
pretty  little  eftate,  fituate  half  a mile  from 
Lancafter,  between  the  road  and  the  creek. 

This  eftate,  which  contains  one  hundred  and 
ten  acres,  is  now  in  a fine  ftate  of  cultivation. 
About  eighteen  or  twenty  acres  lie  in  grafs,  and 
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form  the  moft  beautiful  meadows ; twenty-five 
are  covered  with  wood,  and  the  reft  are  under 
the  plough.  He  lays  from  twelve  to  fourteen 
tuns  of  dung  on  each  acre  : no  land  lies  fallow  % 
but  he  entertains  the  fame  prejudices  as  the  reft 
of  the  farmers  in  favour  of  flat  ridges,  and 
againft  fheep.  His  fon,  in  whofe  company  I 
furveyed  the  eftate,  confeffed,  that  the  theory 
and  practice  which  prevail  in  Europe  do  not 
agree  with  the  hufbandry  of  the  Americans,  but 
he  is  neverthelefs  zealoufly  wedded  to  their  pre- 
judices, and  caufes  them  to  be  clofely  followed, 
not  only  on  his  father’s  eftate,  of  which  he  has 
the  management,  but  alfo  on  his  own  near 
Northumberland. 

The  land,  in  the  environs  of  Lancafter,  ex- 
ceeds in  fertility  that  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Reading.  An  acre  yields,  upon  an  average,  fif- 
teen bufhels  of  wheat,  and  other  grain  in  pro- 
portion. 

Every  thing  is  much  dearer  in  Lancafter  than 
in  Reading.  Day  labourers  are  paid  four  fhillings 
per  day,  and  are  eafily  procured.  The  inhabitants 
are  the  fame  good  natured  kind  of  people  as  at 
Reading,  and  equally  laborious.  In  the  town, 
as  well  as  the  neighbouring  country,  are  a great 

number 
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number  of  tan-yards,  and  many  mills,  from 
which  the  flour  is  fent  to  Philadelphia  in  wag- 
gons. Returning,  thefe  waggons  commonly 
bring  merchandize,  which  is  expedited  from 
this  place  to  every  part  of  the  back  country. 
The  road  has  hitherto  been  very  bad  ; a turn- 
pike-road, which  is  about  to  be  made,  and  which 
will  probably  be  completed  this  autumn,  will 
doubtlefs  much  facilitate  and  promote  the  com- 
munication. The  mealmen  feem  already  to  fa- 
miliarize themfelves  with  the  idea  of  paying  an 
additional  toll  of  two  or  three  dollars,  and  of 
providing  larger  wheels  for  their  waggons.  If 
the  Sufquehannah  (hall  be  made  navigable  as  far 
as  Wright,  an  event  that  cannot  be  far  diftant ; 
the  meal-trade  will  grow  ftill  more  conflderable 
in  this  diftrift,  at  leaft  until  the  projected  plan 
of  rendering  the  Suatara  and  the  Delaware  na- 
vigable, by  means  of  the  Schuylkill,  fhall  be 
carried  into  eflfedt. 

In  a recently  fettled  and  free  country,  it  \$ 
feldom  poffible  to  come  at  any  certain  refults  of 
calculations,  relative  to  trade  and  commerce. 
Thus  the  number  of  waggons,  which  are  fent 
from  Philadelphia  to  Lancafter  and  the  neigh- 
bouring country,  with  flour  and  other  provi- 
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lion,  is  not  exactly  known  ; yet  it  is  certain, 
that  frequently  from  feventy  to  eighty  waggons 
pafs  through  Lancafter  in  a day,  and  it  is  gene- 
rally  believed,  that  Mr.  Wit  hi  ns,  who  fome 
years  back,  at  his  own  expence,  built  abridge  on 
the  road  to  Philadelphia,  a mile  from  Lancafter* 
on  condition  of  his  being  entitled  to  take  a toll 
or  pontage,  clears  that  way  every  year  one 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  the  whole 
amount  of  the  fum  he  laid  out  in  conftrufling 
the  bridge.  A perfon  on  horfeback  pays  him  two 
pence,  and  a waggon  eleven  pence,  though  he 
has  a right  to  take  eighteen  pence  for  the  latter* 
The  gentlemen  who  have  contrafted  for  the  con- 
ftruftion  of  the  turn  pike-road,  are  authorized 
by  government  to  redeem  the  above  toll  or  pon- 
tage, as  foon  as  the  road  fhall  be  completed. 

Though  the  number  of  houfes  does  not  en- 
creafe  at  Lancafter,  yet  the  town  gains  much 
in  outward  appearance.  The  houfes  in  general 
are  larger  than  in  Reading,  and  conftrudled  either 
of  brick  or  ftone.  Rent  is  much  the  fame  as  at 
Reading.  There  are  numerous  quarries  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  town,  which  yield  a quartzofe 
JchiJl , that  is  very  hard,  yet  eafily  cut,  but  can- 
not be  obtained  in  pieces  of  any  large  fize.  This 
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flone  is  fold  by  the  rod,  containing  fixteen  feet 
in  length,  eighteen  inches  high,  and  eighteen 
wide  ; the  price  is  one  dollar,  delivered  in  town, 
free  from  expence,  and  a quarter  of  a dollar  to 
take  it  out  of  the  quarry.  The  turnpike-road 
has  confiderably  encreafed  its  fale. 

The  difpofition  of  the  generality  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Lancafter  is  of  the  fame  good  caft  as 
that  of  the  inhabitants  of  Reading;.  There  ex- 
ifts  here,  however,  a democratic  fociety,  but  it 
confifts  only  of  twelve  members,  not  five  of 
whom  ever  attend  the  meetings.  The  enter- 
prife  againft  Pittfburg,  which  no  American 
mentions  without  confcious  pride,  efpecialiy  in 
thefe  parts,  where  the  militia  bore  a (hare  in 
it,  has  ruined  the  Jacobin  clubs  and  focieties* 
The  difapprobation  of  the  Senate,  the  enquiry 
fet  on  foot  by  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
(notwithftanding  the  propofal  of  the  commit- 
tee, that  they  be  reprimanded,  was  not  carried) 
and  efpecialiy  the  circumftance,  that  the  Pre- 
fident,  who  is  generally  efteemed  and  refpedled, 
nay,  revered  to  a degree  of  enthufiafm  in  Ame- 
rica, perfonally  reprobated  them,  have  completed 
their  deftrudtion. 

The  city  of  Lancafter  is  furrounded  with 
meadows,  which  are  well  watered.  It  gave  me 
Vol.  I,  G much 
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much  fatisfadlion  to  fee  a wheel,  purpofely  cfe- 
figned  to  raife  the  water  neceffary  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  The  town  itfelf  is  rathtr  dull.  It  has 
more  the  appearance  of  a city  than  Reading  ; 
the  houfes  ftand  nearer  each  other,  and  are  more 
numerous  ; broad  (tone  pavements,  run  in  front 
of  the  houfes,  and  the  ftreets  that  are  not  paved, 
are  at  leaft  covered  with  gravel,  and  kept  clean. 
The  feffions-houfe  is  a good  building,  neat  and 
elegant.  There  are  two  or  three  well  built 
churches  in  the  town.  The  number  of  places 
of  worftiip  amounts,  in  the  whole,  to  feven. 
The  Swan  inn  is  undoubtedly  better  than  any 
inn  in  Philadelphia  ; lefs  magnificent  than  the, 
excellent  Englifti  inns,  yet  of  very  fimilar  de- 
fign;  none,  at  leaft,  can  be  more  cleanly.  A 
great  number  of  fervants  are  kept,  and  the  fa- 
mily of  the  landlord,  whofe  manners  befpeak  a 
liberal  education,  are  generally  refpedled,  and 
enjoy  that  confideration,  which  in  all  countries 
fhould  be  be  flowed  on  honeft  men,  whatever 
their  occupations,  if  not  contrary  to  morality. 
Innkeepers  are  here  men  of  the  firft  rank.  How 
many  Europeans  would  fhake  their  heads,  were 
it  fo  in  their  own  countries  ! It  is  a general  cuf- 
tom  in  America,  to  dine  with  the  innkeeper  and 
his  family,  and  to  conform  to  the  dinner  hour 

which 
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which  he  fixes*  This  cufiom,  which,  at  times, 
proves  extremely  difagreeable,  is,  on  the  con- 
trary,  very  pleafant  in  this  houfe,  for  it  is  im- 
poffible  to  meet  with  a family  in  all  America 
of  fuperior  breeding,  or  which  forms  a more 
agreeable  fociety,  than  that  of  Mr.  Slow. 

One  of  the  two  fons,  who  holds  a com  mi  f- 
fion  in  the  army,  was  at  home*  He  ferves  in 
one  of  the  regiments,  which,  under  the  orders 
of  General  Wayne,  a£t  againft  the  Indians,  and 
Was  wounded  in  an  engagement  laft  autumn, 
in  which  thofe  people  were  repulfed  by  the 
Americans.  The  particulars  of  this  war  are  by 
no  means  interefting.  The  Americans  fpeak  of 
the  ignorance  of  the  Indians,  in  point  of  tallies, 
with  the  fame  contempt  that  the  Englifh  ex- 
prefs  for  American  taftics,  and  the  Pruffians, 
Auftrians,  and  French  for  the  ta&ical  know- 
ledge of  the  Englifh.  All  that  I have  been 
able  to  learn  of  thefe  Indians  interefts  me  in 
their  favour.  The  Americans  are  waging  war 
againft  them,  in  order  to  drive  them  out  of  a 
country,  which  belongs  to  them,*  and  the  Ame- 
ricans, who  inhabit  the  frontiers,  are  greater 
robbers,  and  more  cruel  than  the  Indians,  againft 
whom  it  is  alleged  as  a crime,  that  they  exer- 
cife  the  right  of  retaliation.  They  are,  more- 
G z over, 
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over,  incited  by  the  Englifh  againft  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  become  thus,  in  their  untutored  ftate, 
vi£limsof  the  ambition  and  difcord  of  thefe  two 
civilized  nations.  Captain  Slow  aiTured  me,  that, 
among  the  Indians  (lain  on  the  field  of  battle, 
many  white  people  have  been  found,  who  were 
Englifhmen  ; that  many  active  officers  on  horfe- 
back  have  been  feen  at  the  head  of  the  Indians, 
who  were  ajfo  Englifhmen,  and  that  the  Indian 
army  is  fupported  by  the  Englifh  garrifons. 
Thefe  affertions,  however,  tend  merely  to  prove 
the  fupinenefs  of  the  Americans,  both  in  regard 
to  the  Englifh  and  Indians.  Captain  Slow  af- 
fured  me,  that  even  in  Kentucky,  he  never 
met  with  any  land,  which,  in  point  of  rich- 
nefs,  can  be  compared  with  the  foil  of  thofe 
parts,  efpecially  in  the  country,  on  the  river 
Miami ; that  the  flratum  of  vegetative  earth  is 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  feet  thick  ; and  that 
the  fields,  in  which  the  Indians  have  fown 
maize  and  beans,  befpeak  a very  careful  cultiva- 
tion, and  promife  the  richeft  crops,  that  ever 
came  within  his  obfervation. 

Before  I conclude  the  article  of  Lancafter,  I 
muff  not  omit  to  mention  two  Frenchmen,  who 
have  fettled  here  from  the  French  colonies  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  The  one  is  a miniature  painter, 

who 
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who  fells  his  coarfe  pictures  for  three  guineas 
each,  and  contrives  ro  vend  many  ; the  other  is 
a very  indifferent  mufician,  who  charges  three 
guineas  a month  for  his  leffons,  and  has  feveral 
pupils.  At  every  ftep  we  take  in  America, 
either  in  towns  or  in  the  country,  it  becomes 
more  and  more  evident,  that  any  one  may  make 
his  fortune,  who  will  take  the  pains  ; and  no- 
thing can  afford  a ftronger  proof  of  the  truth  of 
this  remark,  than  a perfonal  acquaintance  with 
the  crowd  of  foreigners,  who  enjoy  the  repu- 
tation of  being  exceedingly  clever , and  who  are 
amaffing  fortunes  under  the  aufpices  of  this  fre- 
quently ufurped  title. 

In  the  inn,  at  Lancafter,  I met  with  Mr. 
Brown,  member  of  the  congrefs  for  Kentucky  ; 
he  was  on  his  way  to  Philadelphia,  where  the 
congrefs  meets  next  month.  I fifted  him  a little 
refpedting  the  prefent  ftate  of  Kentucky.  The 
refult  of  the  information  I obtained  is,  that  the 
foil  is  every  where  excellent,  and  frequently 
yields,  for  the  firft  harveft,  from  one  hundred 
to  one  hundred  and  ten  bufhels  of  Indian  corn, 
and  from  fifty  to  fifty-five  bufhels  of  wheat  an 
acre  ; that  the  price  of  land  is  fix  dollars  per 
acre,  of  flour  eleven  dollars  per  barrel,  and  of 
Indian  corn,  one-fixth  of  a dollar  per  bufhel ; 
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that  the  population,  which,  in  iygo,  con  lifted 
of  ninety  thoufand  fouls,  amounts  at  prefent  tq 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  ; that,  in  the 
courfe  of  laft  year,  twenty-five  thoufand  per- 
fons  fettled  there ; that  the  Indians  attempt  no 
longer  any  inroads  in  that  part  of  the  United 
States,  which,  though  occupied  the  laft  of  all, 
advances  more  rapidly  towards  a ftate  of  pro? 
fperity  than  any  other  diftrift  in  America. 

From  Lancafter  we  proceeded  to  May  Town., 
The  road  from  Lancafter  to  this  place  lies  chiefly 
through  a woody  tradl  of  country,  which  af- 
fumes  a wilder  appearance  than  we  have  hitherto 
feen.  Cultivated  land  appears  more  rarely  as  we 
proceed,  except  a few  vallies,  which  ftill  lie  in 
grafs,  or  are  fown  v/ith  Indian  corn.  In  pro- 
portion as  the  diftance  from  Lancaffcr  encreafes, 
houfes  of  brick  or  ft  one  are  lefs  frequently  feen. 
We  met  with  fcarcely  any  but  log-houfes  ; every 
where  we  obferve  German  farms,  fmall  houfes, 
and  large  barns.  Cows  and  oxen,  which  feemed 
tolerably  good,  we  found  grazing  in  the  woods 
and  near  the  road ; and  alfo  faw,  at  times,  ftieep, 
but  never  more  than  eight  or  ten  of  them  to- 
gether. From  their  thicknefs,  you  wmuld  fup- 
pofe  the  woods  to  be  no  more  than  thirty  years 
old  : and  yet  it  is  highly  improbable,  that  new 
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plantations  fhould  have  been  made  at  a time 
when  wood-lands  were  every  where  converted 
into  tillage- ground.  Thefe  woods,  as  well  as 
thofe  which  feem  older,  confift  of  oak,  hickory, 
black  afhf  acacia,  chefnut,  cherry  and  apple- 
trees,  a few  fpindle-trees,  fome  cedars,  and 
Weymouth-pines.  Were  it  not  for  the  known 
partiality  of  man  for  whatever  it  is  difficult  to 
procure,  it  would  be  impoffible  to  account  for 
the  introduction  of  the  Italian  poplar  into  Ame- 
rica, which  abounds  in  fo  great  a variety  of 
beautiful  trees,  as  may  well  excite  the  envy  of 
Europe.  Great  numbers  of  thefe  poplars,  which 
ferve  for  not  one  ufeful  purpofe,  have  been 
planted  in  America.  They  border  all  the  ftreets 
in  Philadelphia,  and  all  the  roads  about  the 
town. 

All  the  cultivated  land  between  Lancafter  and 
May  Town  is  inciofed  with  fences  of  dry  wood, 
which  fpoil  the  landfcape,  and  confume  vaft 
quantities  of  timber,  though  it  already  begins 
to  grow  dear.  Sooner  or  later  this  ufelefs  wafte 
will  certainly  he  regretted. 

May  Town  is  a fmall  village,  fixteen  miles 
from  Lancafter,  built  on  a fpot  entirely  with- 
out water,  where  either  chance,  or  the  intereft 
of  a few  individuals,  threw  together  a dozen 
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houfes,  the  number  of  which  has  not  been  en- 
creafed  fince  the  origin  of  the  eftablifhment, 
and,  to  all  appearance,  never  will  be.  This 
little  village  is  inhabited  entirely  by  Germans, 
who  have  ftiil  remained  fuch.  Land  in  this 
neighbourhood  cofts  twelve  or  thirteen  dollars  an 
acre,  and  is  in  a tolerable  ftate  of  cultivation. 

The  road  from  May  Town  to  Middle  Town 
becomes  more  dreary  and  unpleafant  as  we  pro- 
ceed ; fix  miles  from  the  former  place  we  fell 
in  with  the  fuperb  river  Sufquehannah,  on  a 
fpot  where  the  rapids  proceeding  from  the  Co- 
nawango  render  it  unnavigable,  or,  at  leaft,  the 
navigation  fo  extremely  dangerous,  that  it  is 
attempted  but  by  very  few  veffels.  In  order  to 
free  this  navigation  from  all  danger,  which  is 
of  the  utmoft  importance  both  to  the  prefent 
and  the  future  wealth  and  profperity  of  the 
country,  a canal  has  been  begun,  which  will 
run  half  a mile  above  and  below  thefe  rapids, 
and  thus  keeps  the  navigation  open  at  all  times 
for  veffels  to  work  up  or  drop  down  the  river. 
This  canal,  the  undertaking  of  a private  gentle- 
man, to  whom  the  ftate  of  Pennfyl vania  has 
advanced  thirteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
thirty-three  dollars,  and  alfo  granted  leave  to 
eftahlifii  a toll,  is  nearly  completed.  Nothing 
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remains  to  be  conftrufted  but  the  locks,  yet  a 
difference  of  opinion  exifts  as  to  the  time  of  its 
completion.  We  intended  to  view  the  canal  ; 
but  my  fellow-traveller  being  a little  indifpofed, 
we  were  the  more  ready  to  give  up  this  projeft, 
as  from  a view  of  the  canal  we  could  not  have 
derived  any  additional,  or  more  exadt  informa- 
tion, than  we  had  already  obtained. 

The  road  from  this  place  to  Middle  Town 
affumes  a wilder  and  more  romantic  appearance 
at  every  ftep  we  advance.  The  forefts  and  rocks 
reach  down  to  the  Sufquehannah.  A great 
number  of  trees,  wafhed  loofe  by  the  water  a 
long  time  ago,  lie,  half  rotten,  along  the  banks 
of  the  river  ; others  lie  rooted  up,  broken,  or 
felled  in  the  midft  of  the  wood,  without  its 
having  occurred  to  any  one,  to  ufe  them  for 
any  beneficial  purpofe  ; and  they  have  been  fuf- 
fered  to  lie  here,  to  be  taken  poffeffion  of  by  the 
firft  comer.  The  oppofite  bank  is  likewife  cover- 
ed with  wood,  and  bounded  by  mountains  of  no 
confiderable  height.  From  time  to  time  we  law, 
through  viftas  naturally  opening  among  them, 
the  Blue  Mountains.  The  river  is,  in  general, 
from  two  to  three  thoufand  fathoms  broad,  full 
of  confiderable  iflets,  which  are  of  an  irregular 
level  at  the  furface,  and  encreafe  the  width  of 
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its  bed.  It  is  full  three  miles  broad,  exclufive 
of  an  iflet  in  it,  at  the  fpot  where  the  Suatara 
falls  into  it. 

Middle  Town  is  feated  on  the  latter,  about 
half  a mile  diflant  from  its  confluence  with  the 
Sufquehannah.  From  the  above-mentioned  ra- 
pids of  the  Conawango  ufually  interrupting  the 
navigation  on  this  large  river,  Middle  Town  be- 
comes the  ftorehoufe  of  all  the  grain,  which  is 
produced  in  the  country  fituate  along  its  upper 
courfe,  and  not  confumed  there.  From  one 
hundred  and  fixty  to  one  hundred  and  eighty 
thoufand  bufhels  of  wheat  are  yearly  hought  up 
by  the  cormdealers,  on  the  fpot  where  it  grows,, 
conveyed  tp  Middle  Town,  and  depofited  in 
granaries  there,  The  millers  of  the  furround-' 
ing  country  ufually  buy  it  here,  grind  it  into 
flour,  and  fend  it  to  Philadelphia.  The  grand 
project  of  inland  navigation,  for  the  execution 
of  which  the  government  of  Pennfylvania  has 
granted  a lottery,  is  defigned  to  join  the  Sua- 
tara with  the  Schuylkill,  by  means  of  a canal  of 
about  fixty  miles  in  length,  a third  of  which  is 
already  completed.  In  regard  to  that  part,  in- 
deed, it  does  not  appear  that  the  common  wel- 
fare has  been  chiefly  attended  to  by  thofe,  who 
were  entrufted  with  the  management  of  this 

important  ^ j 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C. 


m 


Important  concern.  When  this  canal  (hall  be 
ftnifhed,  the  flour,  which  is  now  carried  to  Phi- 
ladelphia by  land-conveyance,  will  be  trans- 
ported thither  by  water,  with  much  lefs  trouble 
and  expence.  The  carriage  amounts,  at  pre- 
fent,  from  fourteen  and  a half  to  fifteen  fhil* 
lings  per  barrel. 

The  completion, of  the  canal  is  much  wifhed 
for  at  Middle  Town,  as  the  inhabitants  hope  to 
derive  from  it  advantages,  which  mull:  encreafe 
in  proportion  as  the  diftridls,  that  fend  their 
grain  thither,  fhall  become  more  populous,  and 
confequently  attain  a higher  Rate  of  cultivation. 
The  banks  of  the  Suatara,  as  far  as  we  have 
feen  them,  are  truly  delightful.  This  river, 
though  called  here  but  a creek,  is  as  broad  as 
the  Seine  near  Rouen.  On  the  northern  bank, 
from  its  mouth  up  to  Middle  Town,  Rand  fome 
alehoufes  and  warehoufes  to  receive  the  grain, 
as  it  arrives.  A little  farther  up  ftands  the  mill 
of  Mr.  Frey,  a German,  advanced  in  years, 
who  fettled  here  as  a miller,  about  ten  years 
ago.  This  mill,  which  has  four  courfes,  is  of 
a happy  and  fimple  conftruftion  ; all  the  opera- 
tions upon  the  corn,  as  well  as  the  meal,  are 
effected  by  machines,  with  the  foie  exception 
of  the  bolting,  which  is  done  nearly  as  in  Lon-r 
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don,  and  at  the  Perrier  s’,  in  Paris.  The  ma- 
nagement of  this  operation  is  confided  to  a lad, 
who  receives  the  meal  craned  up  in  tubs,  fpreads 
it  out  on  the  loft,  and  diftributes  it  among  the 
different  meal  bags.  66  Mr.  Frey,”  he  faid, 
46  is  no  friend  of  Evans’s  machine;  he  does  not 
like  the  conftrudtion.”  This  was  the  only  mo- 
tive I could  learn.  The  mill  grinds  for  Mr. 
Frey  himfeif  about  thirty  thoufand  buihels  of 
wheat  a year  ; he  fends  the  flour  as  far  as  New- 
port. Four  journeymen  and  one  apprentice  do 
the  bufinefs  about  the  mill  ; they  are  all  Ger- 
mans ; their  wages  are  from  feven  to  ten  dol- 
lars per  month  ; they  feem  fenfible  and  adtive 
people.  Mr.  Frey  keeps,  independent  of  the 
mill,  which  alfo  grinds  corn  for  the  public,  a 
fhop  in  the  city,  which  is  about  a quarter  of  a 
mile  diflant.  His  Iroufe  is  the  only  itone  build- 
ing in  the  town,  which  contains  about  thirty 
houfes  built  with  wood. 

From  its  fituation  and  trade,  Middle  Town 
fhould  be  the  chief  town  of  the  county  ; but,  in 
this  cafe,  Mr.  Frey  would  have  been  obliged  to 
facrifice  about  three  or  four  ground  fhares  for 
the  eredtion  of  public  buildings,  which  he  did 
not  choofe  to  do,  though  he  poffeffes  a great 
many  fhares.  Harrhburg  is  therefore  become 

the 
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the  chief  town  of  the  county.  The  inhabitants 
of  Middle  Town  and  the  neighbouring  country, 
we  may  eafily  conceive,  are  highly  difpleafed 
with  old  Mr.  Frey,  for  having  thus  neglefted 
the  interefts  of  the  town  ; but  he  laughs  at 
them,  becaufe  he  is  rich,  and  grows  daily 
richer,  by  felling  them  his  decayed  ftores. 

The  price  of  land  is  here  from  twenty-feven 
to  thirty  dollars.  A day  labourer  gets  three 
(hillings  and  nine  pence  per  day,  and  beef  fells 
at  five  pence  per  pound.  The  inn,  where  we 
took  up  our  quarters,  is  good ; but  on  our  go- 
ing to  reft,  a ftranger  entered  our  bed-room, 
according  to  i^merican  cuftom,  to  go  to  bed, 
and  we  were  told,  that  we  might  think  our- 
felves  extremely  fortunate,  that  we  were  not 
obliged  to  (hare  one  of  our  beds  with  him. 

Middle  Town  is  diftant  twenty-feven  miles 
from  Lancafter.  Three  Frenchmen  have  fet- 
tled in  this  fmall  place.  One  is  a goidfmith  and 
watch-maker,  and  is  faid  to  have  much  bufi- 
nefs  ; another  is  a phyfician,  and  earns  likewife 
his  fubfiftence ; the  calling  of  the  third  I have 
not  been  able  to  learn ; he  probably  affifts  the 
other  two  in  con  fuming  their  earnings.  We 
have  experienced  here  a fcorching  heat,  and 
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frequently  two  thunder-florins  in  one  day  ; tli£ 
falling  of  rain  always  encreafes  the  heat. 

Wednefday , the  \?>th  of  May . 

Mr*  Harris,  lord  of  the  manor  on  which 
Harrilburg  (lands,  availed  himfelf  of  Mr.  Frey’s 
error,  to  procure  his  town  the  advantages,  that 
the  former  negle&ed.  No  fooner  was  it  in 
contemplation,  to  form  the  tract  of  country, 
feparated  from  Lancafter,  into  a diftinQ:  coun- 
ty, than  he  offered  to  the  government  of  Penn- 
fyl vania,  to  facrifice  not  only  a toll  oil  the  Suf- 
quehannah,  of  which  he  was  polfeffed,  and  the 
profits  of  which  he  lawfully  enjoyed,  but  alfo 
feveral  thoufand  acres  of  land,  in  and  about 
the  town,  referving  to  himfelf  only  twenty 
ground  (hares.  This  offer  induced  the  govern-* 
ment  of  Pennfylvania,  to  make  this  the  chief 
town  of  the  county,  though  it  has  neither  an 
anchoring  place  for  the  (hips,  that  fail  up  and 
down  the  river,  nor  can  afford  them  the  fmalleft 
(helter.  The  new  county  obtained  the  name 
of  Dauphin.  The  firft  houfes  were  built  here 
in  1785  ; and  their  number  at  prefent  amounts 
to  three  hundred.  The  formation  of  this  town 
being  of  a more  recent  date  than  that  of  any 
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other,  the  buildings  were,  from  the  very  firft, 
of  a better  conftrudion  than  any  where  elfe ; 
and  fuch  as  were  not  originally  good  houfes, 
have  fince  been  rebuilt.  Very  few  log-houfes 
are,  therefore,  to  be  found  in  Harrilburg  : but, 
on  the  contrary,  many  fubftantial  and  handfome 
edifices  ; and  though  this  town  is  fmaller,  and 
of  later  eftabliffiment  than  Reading  and  many 
other  places,  yet  it  is  more  compact,  and  has  a 
much  better  appearance.  A malignant  epidemic 
fever  has  made  the  fame  havoc  in  Harrilburg,  as 
the  yellow  fever  did  in  Philadelphia,  and  for  a 
whole  twelvemonth  checked  the  progrefs  of 
building.  As  the  fever  did  not  return  laft  year, 
however,  building  is  again  going  on  ; but  the 
prejudice  of  the  town  being  infalubrious  ftill  re- 
mains, whether  it  be  really  fo,  or,  as  the  inhabi- 
tants affirm,  merely  a fcandalous  report,  propa- 
gated by  the  jealoufy  of  the  neighbouring  towns. 
The  unhealthinefs  of  the  place  being  imputed 
to  the  ftagnation  of  fome  water,  which  was  made 
to  turn  a mill,  it  was  propofed  to  the  miller,  to 
throw  down  the  dam,  and  an  indemnification 
was  offered  him.  He  demanded,  laft  year,  four 
thoufand  dollars;  but  this  fum  not  having  been 
raifed  foon  enough,  in  his  opinion,  he  this  year 
raifed  his  demand  in  proportion  to  the  encreafed 

defire 


06 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


defire  of  deftroying  his  dam,  and  infilled  on  the 
payment  of  eleven  thoufand  dollars.  The  in- 
habitants, enraged  at  this  exorbitant  demand, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  earneftly  wifhing  for  the 
demolition  of  the  dam,  imanimoufly  refolved  to 
deftroy  it,  and  appointed  a commiffion,  to  award 
a juft  indemnification  to  the  miller,  which  has 
been  determined  at  the  fum  he  firft  demanded. 
All  the  inhabitants  feem  to  have  concurred  in 
this  proceeding,  which,  though  not  to  be  ap- 
plauded, is  lefs  cenfurable,  on  account  of  the 
miller’s  enormous  rapacity.  The  unanimity, 
with  which  this  tranfaftion  was  accomplilhed, 
enfures  its  impunity;  and  the  miller  will  be  cau- 
tious of  entering  upon  a profecution,  as  the 
grand  jury  would  certainly  throw  out  his  bilh 
He  has  no  one  to  blame  but  himfelf  for  the  de- 
ft ruction  of  his  dam  ; and  the  public  opinion, 
which,  by  a more  prudent  conduct,  he  might  laft 
year  have  engaged  in  his  favour,  is  now  decided- 
ly a gain  ft  him.  Yet  with  many  of  the  demo- 
Jifhers  themfelves  it  remains  a matter  of  doubt,, 
whether  the  demolition  of  the  dam  have  any 
way  increafed  the  falubrity  of  the  place. 

A prifon  and  a feffions-houfe  have  been  built 
at  Harrilburg,  and  a plan  is  in  agitation  to  form 
an  anchorage  for  fhips.  The  inhabitants  exert 
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their  utmoft  efforts,  to  procure  to  this  place  all 
the  advantages  of  which  it  is  fufceptible,  and 
even  indulge  a hope,  that  the  feat  of  the  go- 
vernment of  the  ftate  will  be  removed  to  their 
town.  They  form  a central  point,  at  leaf:  for 
the  population  of  Pennfylvania  ; and  are  lefs 
diftant  from  the  remote  weftern  parts  than  any 
other  county  on  this  fide  the  Sufquehannah, 
and  on  tbefe  local  advantages  they  ground  their 
hopes.  It  is,  however,  to  be  wifhed,  t,hat  their 
notion,  of  determining  the  feat  of  the  legiflature 
by  a pair  of  compaffes,  may  be  confined  to  men 
who  cannot  influence  the  decifion  ; and  that  it 
may  be  rightly  underftood,  how  much  better  it 
is  for  the  deputies  to  travel  one  hundred  miles 
further,  than  to  remove  the  feat  of  government 
from  Philadelphia,  which  is  the  moft  populous 
city,  and  the  only  trading  town  in  Pennfylva- 
nia, and  which  confequently  forms  that  point, 
where  the  beft  information  is  in  unifon  with  the 
moil:  important  interefts. 

The  public  expenditure,  neceffary  in  this 
newly  formed  county,  caufes  the  taxes  to  be 
fomewhat  higher  than  in  the  counties  of  Lan- 
cafter  and  Berks  ; the  difference  may  be  a flail- 
ling  in  the  pound.  Unlefs  you  chance  to  meet 
with  a commiffioner  of  taxes,  the  exad  propor- 
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tion  is  not  to  be  afcertained,  as  a general  igno- 
rance on  the  fubjedt  every  where  prevails.  The 
taxes,  however,  are  generally  deemed  very  light, 
even  by  thofe  who  pay  them,  which  is  undoubt- 
edly the  ftrongeft  proof  that  they  are  fo. 

The  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  Harrifburg 
confifts  of  Germans  and  Irifhmen,  firmly  attach- 
ed to  government,  fenfible,  and  induflrious. 
The  number  of  inns  in  America  is  out  of  all 
proportion  to  that  in  Europe.  This  place  con- 
tains no  lefs  than  thirty-eight.  It  has  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  (hops,  where  may  be  found  all 
forts  of  merchandize,  procured  from  Philadel- 
phia on  twelve  or  eighteen  months  credit,  and 
of  which  the  - (hop-keepers  rapidly  difpofe  at 
double  or  treble  their  prime  cofit. 

The  price  of  ground- (hares  in  the  town  of 
Harrifburg  is  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two 
hundred  dollars.  The  land  in  the  furrounding 
country  is  good  ; its  price  is  from  thirty-two  to 
forty-eight  dollars  an  acre ; day-labourers  are 
paid  here  three  (hillings  and  fix- pence  a day  with, 
their  board,  or  five  (hillings  without  it. 

The  Sufquehannah  near  Harriiburg  is  about 
three  quarters  of  a mile  in  breadth  : in  fum me r 
it  is  frequently  fordable.  The  navigation  is  ex- 
tremely dangerous  for  feyeral  mouths,  in  con- 
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fequence  of  fome  rapid  currents,  and  never  fafe 
except  in  fpring  and  autumn,  when  the  water 
is  fufficiently  high  to  cover  the  rocks,  which  be- 
come more  numerous  at  the  point  where  the 
Juniata  falls  into  the  Sufquehannah,  nine  miles 
above  Harrilburg,  and  greatly  encreafe  the  dan- 
gers of  the  navigation*  The  government  of 
Pennfylvania  has  offered  eight  hundred  thoufand 
dollars  for  clearing  the  river  of  thefe  rocks  from 
the  above  point  down  to  Middle  Town  ; but 
hitherto  no  one  has  ventured  upon  this  enter- 
prize.  I entertain  no  doubt,  however,  but  that 
this  vaft  undertaking  will  fliortly  be  accomplifh* 
ed,  though  the  fum  hitherto  offered  may  not 
be  fufficient,  but  muff  probably  be  increafed. 
The  induftry  and  profperity  of  Pennfylvania 
will,  in  time,  overcome  this,  as  well  as  many 
other  difadvantages,  which  have  heretofore  been 
deemed  infuperable.  A Frenchman  refides  at 
prefent  at  Harrifburg,  who  was  born  in  France, 
but  came  hither  from  Martinico.  He  is  a phy- 
fician,  and  though  he  fpeaks  but  little  Englifh, 
and  has  refided  here  only  a few  months,  enjoys 
already  confiderable  practice. 

We  had  a letter  to  General  Hannah  ; and 
as  we  intended  to  flop  here  but  a few  hours, 
we  delivered  it  as  foon  as  we  alighted  from  our 
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horfes.  General  Hannah  is  a man  of  about 
thirty-fix  or  thirty-eight  years  of  age,  and  Bri- 
gadier General  of  the  Militia.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  for  Pennfylvania,  but  went 
out  by  rotation  laft  autumn.  Before  he  was 
engaged  in  the  ferviee  of  the  ftate,  he  was  a 
lawyer  ; but  he  has  fince  relinquifhed  that  pro- 
feffion,  and  has  commenced  farmer*  He  has 
married  a daughter  of  old  Mr.  Harris,  the 
founder  of  the  town,  and  appears  to  be  an  up- 
right, worthy  charaCler.  Not  being  prepared 
to  give  us  a dinner,  as  we  came  unexpectedly, 
he  offered  to  attend  us  to  our  evening  quarters, 
feven  miles  from  this  town,  as  fome  token  of 
refpeCt  for  the  letter  of  introduction  which  we 
brought  him.  As  our  horfes  wanted  (hoeing, 
we  were  obliged  to  make  him  wait  fome  time, 
which  we  paflfed  in  the  true  American  ftyle, 
quaffing  a bottle  of  Madeira  and  fmoaking  fe- 
gars.  The  general  is  not  fond  of  them,  but 
prefers  chewing  tobacco  ; yet,  from  motives  of 
politenefs,  he  fmoaked  with  us.  Being  at  our 
lodgings  we  propofed  as  a toaft,  “ the  Presi- 
dent,” upon  which  he  immediately  gave, “ La 
Fayette.”  I notice  this  trifling  circumftance, 
to  introduce  once  more  the  remark,  that  La 
Fayette  is  conftantly  toafled  next  to  the  Prefi- 

dent, 
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dent,  which,  in  my  judgment,  reflects  honour 
on  America. 

We  took  up  our  quarters  at  Mac  Alister’s. 
General  Hannah  is  acquainted  with  him,  and 
being  informed  of  my  with  to  collect  authentic 
agricultural  information,  he  was  defirous  of  in- 
troducing me  to  one  of  thefe  gentlemen,  who 
are  moft  able  to  impart  it.  Mac  Alifter  is  a far- 
mer, and,  at  the  fame  time,  proprietor  of  a corn- 
mill,  a faw-mill,  a diftillery,  and  an  inn.  He  is 
the  fame  on  whom  Cooper,  in  his  “ Account 
of  America/’  beftows  fc  much  praife.  Mac  Alif- 
ter is  an  active,  enterprizing,  induftrious,  and 
intelligent  man.  About  eleven  years  ago  he 
bought  the  ground,  on  which  he  has  formed  the 
feveral  different  eftablifhments  of  his  induftry., 
Thefe  are  all  in  a thriving  way.  His  eftate 
confifts  of  about  three  hundred  acres,  which 
are  partly  hemmed  in  between  the  Blue  and  Se- 
cond Mountains;  but,  for  the  moft  part,  are 
| fituate  on  the  Blue  Mountains.  The  cultivated 
ground  amounts  in  the  whole  to  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  fifty  of  which  are  laid  out  in 
artificial  meadows,  and  thirty- fix  in  orchards  for 
apple  and  peach-trees.  The  meadows  are  beau- 
tiful, and  the  fields  in  good  order.  He  extols 
them  far  above  all  other  fields  in  America,  but 
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we  have  met  with  fome,  even  in  the  vicinity  of 
Reading,  and  in  the  county  of  Lancafter,  which 
are  beyond  comparifon  better  than  his.  He 
affured  us,  that  he  never  lays  dung  on  any  part 
of  his  land  but  meadows,  which  he  alfo  waters  ; 
and  that  his  only  manure  for  land,  which  he 
fows  with  corn  or  clover,  confifts  in  fowing  it 
with  clover  three  y ears  fucceffively,  and  plowing 
down  the  clover  whilft  it  is  in  bloffom.  By 
his  affertion  his  land  yields  generally  fixty  bufh- 
els  an  acre  of  maize,  or  thirty  bufhels  of  wheat, 
but  it  has  not  the  appearance  of  producing  fuch 
confiderable  crops.  He  fows  a larger  propor- 
tion of  grain  than  is  ufual  in  this  country;  but 
this  is  not  always  a certain  method  of  obtaining 
a rich  harveft.  His  orchards  are  uncommonly 
fine ; he  makes  as  good  cyder  as  I have  ever 
tailed  in  America.  He  finds  labourers  in  abun- 
dance, and  pays  them  at  prefent  three  (hillings 
a day ; becaufe,  from  the  prefent  high  value  of 
corn,  the  price  of  day-labour  has  rifen  one  (hil- 
ling. 

The  price  of  the  neighbouring  lands  is  eight 
dollars  an  acre  if  covered  with  wood,  and  fifty 
dollars  if  they  be  cleared,  and  in  any  degree 
cultivated.  He  keeps  no  (heep,  at  lead  not  above 
twenty  ; becaufe,  as  he  told  us,  they  do  not 

yield 
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yield  him  f b much  profit  as  his  meadows,  which 
produce  two  tuns  and  half  of  hay  per  acre,  worth 
twenty- five  dollars.  For  the  fame  reafon  he 
fattens  no  cattle.  His  ridges  are  as  fiat  as  thole 
of  other  farmers,  and  his  dung  is  badly  managed, 
though  he  ufes  a great  deal  on  the  land ; he 
lays  fometimes  twenty  loads  or  thirty  tuns  of 
dung  on  an  acre.  His  mill  is  a very  indifferent 
one  indeed  ; but  he  allures  me,  that  he  means 
foon  to  build  a new  one,  which  will  greatly  ex- 
cel that  of  Mr.  Frey,  in  Middle  Town.  The 
prefent  mill  has  two  courfes,  which  generally 
grind  corn  of  his  own,  but  are  at  times  em^' 
ployed  fqr  the  public,  and  are  frequently  fet  to 
pulverize  plafter  of  Paris,  which  he  mixes  with 
his  feed.  He  informed  us,  that  he  grinds  fifteen 
thoufand  bufhels  of  wheat  a year  on  his  own 
account ; but,  on  comparing  his  mill  with  that 
of  Frey,  which  grinds  no  more  in  proportion 
without  ever  flopping,  I feel  inclined  to  doubt 
the  veracity  of  his  aflertion.  Fie  fends  his  meal 
in  waggons  to  Philadelphia,  the  carriage  of 
which  amounts,  at  times,  to  feventeen  fhillings 
per  barrel.  His  fa w- mill  is  almoft  conftantly 
going.  The  logs  are  floated  down  the  river 
from  the  upper  country  when  the  water  is  high  ; 

I and  he  cuts  them  into  planks^  which  he  fells 
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oil  the  fpot ; deals  at  fix  {hillings  per  hundred, 
and  other  planks  at  eight  (hillings.  Thefe  prices 
are  the  fame  as  at  Harrifburg.  His  whilky  alfo 
is  fold  on  the  fpot ; and  the  grain  for  the  diftil- 
lery  he  receives  likewife  from  the  upper  coun- 
try. A bufhel  of  rye  yields  about  three  gallons  of 
whilky  ; and  he  diflils  yearly  four  thoufand  gal- 
lons. He  makes  fpirit  from  his  cyder  too  ; 
but,  fuch  is  the  power  of  habit,  that  cyder- 
whilky,  which,  in  Jerfey,  fells  at  five  Ihillings 
per  gallon,  while  corn- whilky  is  worth  only 
four  and  fixpence,  colls,  in  the  county  of  Dau- 
phin, only  three  (hillings  and  fixpence,  and  corn- 
whilky  five  {hillings. 

This  important  fettlement  {lands  on  a wild, 
romantic  fpot,  at  the  entrance  of  a narrow'  vale, 
covered  with  wood,  and  fituate  on  a rapid  creek, 
that  dalhes  along  over  rocks,  where  decayed 
trees,  either  felled  by  the  hand  of  man,  or  root- 
ed up  by  the  wind,  are  fcattered  in  every  direc- 
tion. The  various  buildings,  of  which  the  fet- 
tlement conlifts,  are  of  wood  ; they  are  all,  with 
the  {ingle  exception  of  the  inn,  log-houfes, 
more  or  lefs  rudely  formed.  The  houfes  of  the 
labourers  {land  on  the  Sufquehannah,  and  in 
the  precin&s  of  Fort  Hunter,  which  was  ere£U 
ed  a long  time  ago  by  the  Englifh  for  defence 

againfl 
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againfl:  the  inroads  of  the  Indians.  Mac  Alifter 
intends  greatly  to  embelliih  his  buildings,  and 
confiderably  to  improve  his  eflate,  particularly 
by  the  culture  of  the  vine.  From  what  he  has 
already  done,  it  may  be  fairly  inferred,  that  he 
will  alfo  fucceed  in  his  future  undertakings. 
He  is  a man  of  an  acute,  well-informed  mind, 
fuch  as  we  fhould  hardly  expert  to  find  in  an 
American  farmer,  fhut  up  in  mountainous  wilds. 
Yet  his  felf-love  and  vanity  keep. pace  with  his 
merits,  and  frequently  detraCl  from  the  latter, 
by  exaggerating  them.  For  the  fame  reafon  his 
affertions  are  not  to  be  received  as  abfolutely  cer- 
tain, nor  are  we  to  wonder  at  being  occafionaily 
deceived  by  a man,  who  is  conftantly  deceiving 
himfelf. 

Thurfday,  the  \Atli  of  May. 

* 

Five  or  fix  ranges  of  heights  run  in  parallel  di- 
5 re&ions,  more  or  lefs  diftant,  from  Harrifiburg 
to  Sunbury ; round  feveral  of  thefe  the  road 
winds,  particularly  the  Blue  Mountains  and  Se- 
cond Mountains,  making  an  undulation  along 
the  banks  of  the  river,  while  it  rifes  over  others. 
Thefe  Blue  Mountains,  which  catch  the  eye, 
on  opening  any  defcription  whatever  of  America, 
are  like  all  the  others,  with  which  they  are  con- 
nected, 
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ne&ed,  a mere  ridge  of  high  hills,  through  which 
the  Sufquehannah  feems  to  have  worked  out 
his  bed.  Their  fummits  have  not  that  rife  and 
fall,  wThich  is  common  to  the  generality  of  chains 
of  mountains,  but  form  one  uninterrupted  line, 
without  the  leaft  variety,  in  point  of  elevation. 
The  trees,  with  which  they  are  all  uniformly 
covered,  may  probably  contribute,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  to  give  them  this  monotonous  appearance. 
The  Blue  Mountains  are  not  the  higheft,  over 
which  the  road  leads ; the  Peter’s  and  Mahan- 
goning  Mountains  far  exceed  them  in  height, 
though  they  are  much  lowrer  than  the  Voghefian 
Mountains.  You  pafs  them  by  a road,  which, 
though  very  ftony,  is  yet  tolerably  good ; its  de- 
clivity, with  the  exception  of  a few  places,  is 
not  very  fteep.  Thefe  mountains  are  covered 
with  wood ; where  this  has  been  cut  down,  a 
view  of  the  Sufquehannah  opens  at  times,  or 
the  eye  repofes  on  fome  cultivated  fpots.  The 
whole  road  lies  through  one  uninterrupted  foreft. 
Another  road,  which  does  not  lead  over  the 
mountains,  runs  parallel  to  the  courfe  of  the 
river ; and  though  the  latter  road  be  more  plea- 
fant,  affording  a profpedt  of  the  confluence  of 
the  Juniata  and  Sufquehannah,  yet  we  pre- 
ferred the  former,  from  the  more  frequent  op- 
portunities 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  fOj 

portunities  which  it  affords  of  obtaining  a know^- 
ledge  of  the  country. 

At  no  great  diftance  from  Mac  Alifter’s  habi- 
tation, pines  are  the  prevailing  trees  ; and  a great 
many  flowers  and  herbs  grow  in  this  foreft, 
which  are  unknown  in  Europe. 

Honeyfuckles  are  found  in  almoft  every  wood. 
The  bloffoms  are  longer  than  in  our  gardens,  but 
they  have  the  fame  fhape,  and  nearly  the  fame 
fragrance.  The  fhmbs,  on  which  they  grow, 
are  much  lower  than  thofe  reared  by  art ; they 
have  longer  indented  leaves  than  the  latter ; and 
though  I have  frequently  found  them  near  large 
trees,  yet  I never  faw  the  plants  leaning  for  fup- 
port  towards  the  trunk  of  the  tree.  Trees,  rooted 
up  by  the  wind,  which  in  their  fall  have  often 
brought  others  to  the  ground,  continue  on  the 
fame  fpot  until  they  are  rotten  : they  frequently 
obftruA  the  paffage,  but  the  traveller  makes  a 
new  path,  by  going  round  them,  and  this  be- 
comes the  common  road. 

In  the  progrefs  of  this  long  journey  through 
forefis,  we  faw  the  country  in  its  firft  ftage  of 
cultivation.  We  found  a few  ftraggling  houfes, 
one  or  two  miles  diftant  from  each  other ; the 
greateft  number  are  yet  unfmifhed.  They  are 
log-houfes,  with  the  interftices  between  the 
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trunks  filled  up  with  earth.  Some  have  been 
ftanding  there  feveral  years,  and  are  rather  more 
covered.  Maize  is  the  general  produce.  The 
habitations  ftand  chiefly  in  vallies,  on  a brook  or 
creek.  The  new  fettlers  begin  their  operations 
by  building  a houfe,  by  felling  trees,  or  paring  off 
the  bark  all  around  the  tree,  about  five  or  fix 
inches  in  breadth,  by  breaking  up  the  ground, 
on  which  they  ftand,  to  fow  a little  corn,  and 
by  fencing  the  ground,  thus  cleared,  with  a 
part  of  the  felled  trees.  The  land  firft  cleared 
is  generally  laid  out  as  an  orchard,  one  being 
annexed  to  every  habitation.  Moft  of  the  houfes 
have  a mean  appearance ; the  inhabitants  are 
badly  clothed,  but  every  thing  around  them  is 
their  own  property.  Land,  recently  cleared,  is 
every  where  good;  and  the  two  or  three  acres, 
which  have  been  firft  broken  up,  afford  crops 
fiifficiently  rich  to  fupply  the  inhabitants  till  fur- 
ther cultivation  takes  place.  This  confideration 
fomewhat  relieves  the  mind,  depreffed  by  the 
view  of  thefe  melancholy  manfions.  The  roads 
are,  in  general,  better  than  might  be  expelled  ; 
here  and  there  ftony,  and  rather  fteep,  but  by  no 
means  dangerous.  In  this  mountainous  country 
we  have  even  met  with  good  roads  feveral  miles 
in  length,  formed  by  the  hand  of  nature,  and 
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which  remain  undamaged  by  the  tracks  of  large 
waggons.  There  are  places  where  the  road  ap- 
pears to  encroach  upon  the  Sufquehannah  itfelf; 
being  formed  of  trees  thrown  down  with  their 
branches  on,  and  the  interfaces  filled  up  with 
fragments  of  ftone  from  the  rocks,  againft  which 
the  road  is  made.  The  views  here  are  far  lels 
pifturefque,  and  all  the  roads  much  lefs  bold,  and 
lefs  pleafmgly  awful,  than  thofe  which  we  find 
in  fome  parts  of  Switzerland,  the  fublime  gran- 
deur of  which  is  above  all  comparifon. 

Inns  are  by  no  means  numerous  on  the  road 
we  have  lately  travelled.  Formerly  there  were 
inns  at  this  place  ; but  as  a certain  fum  is  annu- 
ally paid  to  the  flate  for  a licence,  and  as  the 
profits  are  not  equal  to  their  expence,  few  per- 
fons  undertake  fo  unprofitable  an  employment. 
We  pafled  one  about  twelve  miles  from  Mac 
Aliftef  s habitation,  which  is  the  only  one  on  this 
road,  in  a tradl  of  country  twenty- two  miles  in 
i extent.  All  the  intermediate  inns  have  been  fhut 
up  in  the  courfe  of  this  year. 

At  length  we  arrived  at  an  old  German’s, 
who,  after  having  ferved  in  Canada  in  the  war 
of  1758,  as  a private  foldier,  in  an  Bnglifh  re- 
giment, fettled,  at  the  conclufion  of  peace,  on 
j the  fpot  where  he  ftill  refides ; the  government 
! of 
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of  Pennlyl  vania  having  granted  him  the  land* 
which  forms  his  eftate.  Here  he  lived  unmoleft- 
ed  until  the  beginning  of  the  war  of  the  revolu- 
tion  ; when  the  Indians,  at  that  time  ftimulated 
and  paid  by  England,  drove  him  from  his  plan- 
tation. When  peace  was  eftablifhed,  he  return-* 
ed  hither,  and  now  enjoys  the  produce  of  fifty 
acres  of  cultivated  land,  forty  of  which  are  his 
own  property.  Land  in  thefe  parts  is  very  good  ; 
its  price  is  feven  or  eight  dollars  per  acre  un- 
cleared, and  the  value  of  fuch  as  is  partly  cleared^ 
is  proportionate  to  the  quality  of  the  land,  and 
the  quantity  of  wood  remaining.  The  highefl 
price  is  from  eighteen  to  twenty  dollars  per 
acre.  Good  ftabling  and  good  oats  were  faffi- 
cient  to  reconcile  us  to  the  dirty  hole,  into  which 
we  were  ulhered,  and  where  we  fat  down  to  a 
very  bad  dinner.  Four  or  five  girls,  who  are  either 
daughters  or  fervants  of  the  old  foldier,  perform 
the  bufinefs  of  the  inn,  which  confifts  of  one 
room,  where  thefe  people  fleep  altogether.  The 
uncleanlinefs,  ftupidity,  and  rudenefs  of  the  whole 
family,  can  hardly  be  conceived.  The  old  fol- 
dier, in  common  with  the  generality  of  old  war- 
riors, difplays  in  his  behaviour  a franknefs  and 
good  nature,  which  are  ever  fure  to  pleafe.  The 
poor  fellow  can  neither  write  nor  read ; he  pre- 
fen t» 
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fents  to  every  traveller  a date  and  pencil  to  write 
down  his  bills,  as  he  dictates  to  them ; for  there 
is  not  a fingle  perfon  in  the  houfe  able  to  diftin- 
guifh  one  letter  from  another.  He  complained 
of  being  frequently  cheated  by  travellers,  in  their 
fumming  up  the  articles,  for  which  they  were  to 
pay. 

We  met  two  travellers  at  this  inn,  who,  as 
well  as  ourfelves,  intended  to  go  to  Sunbury,  but 
they  wilhed  to  proceed  on  the  journey  that  very 
evening.  One  was  a hatter,  whom  we  had  feen 
the  night  before  at  Mac  Alifter’s;  and  the  other 
an  elderly  man,  whom  the  landlord  fcyled  Colo- 
nel, and  who  arrived,  and  left  the  inn,  leading  a 
mare,  followed  by  a foal.  The  converfation,  du- 
ring our  flay  at  the  inn,  turned  on  the  political 
ftate  of  Europe.  The  prevailing  fentiment  was 
hatred  again#  England,  and  fervent  willies  for 
the  welfare  of  France : even  the  old  foldier,  who 
now  and  then  put  in  an  obfervation,  exprefled 
the  fame  feelings.  “ This  campaign  will  fliow,” 
faid  the  hatter,  “ what  the  French  are  able  to 
do.”  “ I am  perfuaded,”  obferved  the  colonel, 
<(  that  if  the  French  are  in  arms,  they  will  prove 
yidorious,  and  conquer  the  whole  globe  ; and 
it  has  been  foretold  long  ago,  that  this  conqueft 
muft  precede  the  arrival  of  Antichrift,  and  an- 
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nounce  the  end  of  the  world.”  “ The  end  of 
the  world  ? Is  it  then  fo  near  at  hand,  pray  ?” 
afked  the  old  foldier.  “ Mod:  afluredly ; before 
fifteen  years  are  elapfed.”  “ That’s  my  opinion 
too,”  rejoined  the  hatter.  Having  drunk  their 
gill  of  whifkey,  thefe  politicians  feparated. 

From  Deblerff’s,  which  is  the  name  of  the 
old  foldier,  we  proceeded  twelve  miles  farther  to 
White’s,  where  we  intended  to  pafs  the  night. 
The  road  leads  over  woody  mountains,  but  is, 
all  the  way,  better  than  we  expelled  to  find  it, 
from  the  defcription  that  was  given  us.  This  road 
runs  for  a confiderable  extent,  in  a parallel  direc- 
tion with  the  Sufquehannah,  which  is  here  con- 
fined between  two  ranges  of  mountains,  rarely 
interrupted  by  vallies,  and  by  none  of  any  con- 
fiderable extent.  This  fide  of  the  county  of 
Northumberland  (for  we  left  the  county  of  Dau- 
phin fifteen  miles  from  Mac  Alifter’s  habitation) 
difplays  rather  more  cultivation  than  the  adja- 
cent fide  of  the  county  of  Cumberland,  where 
only  once  in  every  four  or  five  miles  a fmall 
dwelling  is  feen,  furrounded  with  narrow  tracfts 
of  cultivated  land.  The  river  forms  a great 
number  of  ifles,  which,  according  to  law,  be- 
long to  that  county,  from  which  they  are  fepa- 
rated by  the  narrowefi:  arm  of  the  ftream.  Thefe 

ijlands 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C*  113 

rflands  have,  in  general,  a good  foil,  for  which 
reafon,  the  progrefs  of  cultivation  is  more  rapid 
on  them  than  any  where  elfe* 

White  is  a farmer,  who  came  hither  from  Ire- 
land about  thirty  year?  ago,  and  poffeffes  at  this 
time  an  eftate  of  one  thoufand  one  hundred  acres, 
only  one  hundred  and  ten  of  which  have  hitherto 
been  cleared.  He  has  refided  here  about  feven- 
teen  years,  and  has  found  means  to  raife  money 
enough  to  purchafe  an  ^ lie,  at  twenty-fix  dollars 
per  acre,  fituate  oppofite  to  his  houfe,  which 
Hands  between  the  mountains  and  the  river. 
This  fituation  affords  a wuld  prolped,  but  with- 
out one  pleating  feature.  White  annually  clears 
fever al  acres,  the  expence  of  which,  fencing  in- 
cluded, amounts  to  eight  dollars  per  acre.  The 
price  of  land,  in  its  natural  ftate,  is,  in  this 
neighbourhood,  fix  dollars  per  acre  ; but  in  fuch 
trads,  as  are  cleared  of  wood,  particularly  in  the 
iflets,  it  is  frequently  fold  at  forty  dollars  per 
acre.  This  plantation  of  White’s  has  no  com- 
munication with  any  market  town.  The  river 
is  the  only  channel  by  which  he  can  receive 
goods,  or  forward  his  commodities,  and  this  is  a 
very  uncertain  channel  of  conveyance,  at  leaft 
fome  part  of  the  year,  on  account  of  its  danger- 
ous navigation,  Mr,  White  would  eafily  procure 
Vol,  I.  1 laboureis. 
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labourers,  as  all  his  neighbours  are  poor  IniTi^ 
men,  did  not  the  conftrudtion  of  the  canal,  and 
the  opening  of  the  road  near  Lancafter,  afford 
them  fo  much  employment,  and  at  prefent  ren- 
der them  fcarce,  Mr.  White  has  already  been 
twice  a member  of  the  legiflature  of  the  ftate 
of  Pennfylvania.  He  feems  a worthy,  fenfible 
man,  and  a friend  of  order ; but  at  the  fame 
time  very  open  to  the  arts  of  defigning  men. 
He  continues  his  inn,  as  he  fays,  “ to  oblige 
travellers,”  yet  his  bills  fhew,  that  he  ferves 
them  for  money,  and  that  too  at  a higher  rate 
than  is  ufual ; and  as  he  has  put  up  no  fign,  the 
reception  of  travellers  affumes  the  garb  of  hof- 
pitality,  which  naturally  precludes  all  enquiry 
into  the  unreafbnablenefs  of  his  charges. 

We  did  not  fup  with  his  family  ; for  what  rea- 
fon,  1 know  not.  His  daughter  brought  us  our 
coffee  as  ufual.  This  is  always  taken  at  flip- 
per, which  confifts  of  fmoked  beef,  falt-meat, 
or  fifh.  At  thefe  inns  you  feldom  meet  with 
any  thing  but  meat,  fait-fifh,  eggs,  and  but- 
ter ; and  this  fare  is  certainly  fufficient  to  fa- 
tisfy  a hungry  ftomach.  We  were  afked  every 
where,  whether  we  travelled  with  a view  to  buy 
lands.  There  is  hardly  a perfon  in  America,, 
who  has  the  leall:  idea  of  gentlemen  travelling 
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With  any  other  defign  ; and  when  we  told  them, 
that  we  travelled  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to 
gratify  our  curiofity,  they  thought  we  were  fools, 
or,  at  beft,  liars.  All,  even  our  Dunkers  in 
Ephrata,  put  that  queftion ; and,  notwithiland- 
ing  their  own  fandlity,  thefe  holy  folks  would 
hardly  believe  us,  when  we  informed  them  of  the 
objedl  of  our  tour. 

Friday , the  1 5 th  of  May . 

The  road  from  White’s  to  Sunbury  conti- 
nues much  the  fame,  as  from  Mac  Alifter’s  to 
White’s.  We  met,  however,  at  times,  with 
more  cultivated  vallies,  efpecially  along  the  creek 
Tulpehocken,  and  with  houfes  better  conftrudted 
and  {landing  on  pidlurefque  fituations,  which, 
with  the  appearance  of  fome  retired  rocks,  form 
landfcapes  not  unworthy  of  comparifon  with 
Switzerland.  Several  other  tra&s  are  now 
cleared  of  wood ; but  from  the  want  of  labour- 
ers, and  undoubtedly  of  money  alfo,  the  trees 
are  more  frequently  barked  and  burnt  than  fel- 
led, which  renders  the  profped:  dull  and  gloomy- 
The  mountains,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  are 
high  and  rocky,  yet  bear  no  comparifon  with 
the  Alps  or  Pyrenees.  Impudent  and  artful 
men  are  certain  in  America,  as  indeed  they  are 
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in  all  other  parts  of  the  globe,  to  live  upon  the 
ftupidity  and  ignorance  of  others.  Of  this  we 
found  a remarkable  inftance  in  the  hiftory  of  a 
German,  who  arrived  from  Franckfort,  three 
years  ago,  without  a fhilling  in  his  pocket,  and 
who  fince  that  time  has  travelled  the  country 
between  Lancafter,  Reading,  and  Northumber- 
land, particularly  the  leaft  inhabited  parts  of 
thefe  counties,  with  a collection  of  fmall  phials, 
deceiving  the  people  into  a belief,  that  he  is  a 
phyfician ; he  vends  medicines,  bleeds,  draws 
teeth,  or  fells  ballads  to  fuch  as  do  not  clioofe 
to  buy  his  drugs.  The  profits  of  this  artful 
trade  have  already  enabled  him  to  purchafe  a 
horfe,  which  carries  him,  his  commodities,  and 
his  dog*  he  flays  with  the  farmers  as  long  as 
they  are  willing  to  keep  him ; and  fcveral  of 
them  are  glad  to  entertain  him,  on  account  of 
his  knowledge  and  abilities.  Fie  makes  himfelf 
happy  every  where,  is  merry,  fings  a good  fong, 
and  appears,  upon  the  whole,  to  be  a fly,  crafty 
fellow,  who  began  his  career  as  a player.  I am 
aware,  that  the  various  anecdotes,  with  which  I 
prefent  my  readers,  are  not  all  equally  intcrefting; 
yet  they  are  all  requifite  to  give  a juft  notion  of 
my  tour,  and  to  complete  the  delineation  of  the 
cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  country. 
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The  mountains,  over  which  the  road  from 
Harrifburg  to  Sunbury  leads,  are  all  of  granite, 
more  or  lefs  perfect,  which  in  fome  places  is 
very  fine  and  beautiful.  All  the  fpecies  of  maple, 
cornel- tree,  called  here  dog-tree,  fumach,  Wey- 
mouth pine,  feveral  fpecies  of  afh,  and  nu ro- 
be rlefs  pfeudo-acacias,  grow  in  the  furrounding 
woods,  and  are  here  of  remarkable  fize  and 

At  fome  diftance  from  White’s  habitation  we 
miftook  our  way,  and  ftruck  into  the  old  road, 
inftead  of  keeping  the  new  one,  which  is  fhorter 
by  feven  miles,  and  lies  along  the  banks  of  the 
Sufquehannah.  In  confequence  we  eroded  the 
mountain  Mahonoy,  to  reach  the  plain,  in  which 
Sunbury  flands.  This  town,  which  is  not  fo 
large  as  Harrifburg,  and  in  its  buildings  lefs  ele- 
gant and  compadl,  is  feated  on  the  left  bank  of 
the  Sufquehannah,  about  half  a mile  below  the 
fpot,  where  its  two  arms  join.  The  profpeft  of 
the  town,  on  defeending  the  mountain,  is  nei- 
ther grand  nor  pleading ; in  point  of  fi ze  the 
houfes,  viewed  from  the  heights,  refembie  a 
camp,  rather  than  a town.  The  fmall  furround- 
ing plain  is  but  indifferently  cultivated,  and  with- 
out trees.  The  oppofite  bank  of  the  river  is 
bounded  by  high  mountains,  the  profpedt  of 
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which  is  darkened  by  numerous  pines,  growing 
on  the  rocks,  and  consequently  not  likely  to  be 
cut  down,  to  make  way  for  cultivation.  The 
river  Sufquehannah  is  beautiful  in  every  point  of 
view,  broad,  with  lofty  majeftic  mountains,  ri- 
ling in  gradual  elevation  from  its  banks  ; yet  it 
is  here  lefs  pleafing,  except  where  the  great  va- 
riety of  illes,  which  it  forms,  and  which  are 
planted  with  trees,  foften  and  enliven  the  pre- 
vailing gloom  by  the  light  that  gleams  through 
their  branches.  The  Sufquehannah,  near  Sun- 
bury,  is  more  than  a mile  in  breadth. 

By  the  moll  corredl  information,  which  we 
were  able  to  obtain,  the  inhabitants  of  all  the 
counties,  we  have  hitherto  traverfed,  are  honeft, 
indullrious  people,  attached  to  the  federal  go- 
vernment, and  to  the  laws  of  the  Hate.  Cri- 
minal offences  are  rare,  fome  thefts  excepted, 
which  are  generally  committed  by  people,  lately 
arrived  from  Europe,  brought  up  in  ignorance 
and  penury,  and  whofe  morals  generally  im- 
prove as  they  acquire  a fmall  property  of  their 
own.  The  different  counties,  through  which  we 
have  paffed,  have  for  thefe  many  years  formed 
integral  parts  of  the  Hate  of  Pennfylvania.  The 
limits  of  the  lands  are,  therefore,  more  exactly 
afeertained  here,  than  in  other  counties ; and 
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confequently  law-fuits,  arixing  from  the  confix- 
fion  of  land- marks,  are  lefs  frequent.,  Thefe  give 
occafion  to  about  a twelfth  part  of  the  caufes 
which  are  tried  here : outftanding  debts  are  the 
chief  fubjedts  of  legal  profecutions.  The  man- 
ners of  the  people  difplay  great  Simplicity,  fre- 
quently bordering  on  rudenefs,  I have  heard  it 
afferted,  that  this  apparent  fimplicity  is  merely 
a cloak  for  deceit  and  artifice,  but  I have  made 
no  difcoveries  of  that  kind  by  my  own  experi- 
ence. Among  the  Americans  of  every  rank  and 
defer  ip  t ion,  there  prevails  lefs  of  apparent  ci- 
vility  and  politenefs  than  in  France,  or  even  in 
England,  where  I have  found  both,  though  in  a 
different  guife  : yet  we  have  experienced  much 
good-natured,  free,  and  engaging  kindnefs,  even 
from  perfbns  to  whom  we  had  no  letters  of  im 
trodudlion,  and  an  univerfal  readinefs  to  refolve 
our  queftions,  whenever  they,  to  whom  they 
were  addreffed,  were  able  to  gratify  our  requefh 
Ignorance,  and  confequently  prejudices,  are  fre- 
quently met  with,  even  among  the  higher  or- 
ders of  fociety : there  are  indeed  fome  excep- 
tions, but  thefe  are  few.  Opinions  on  things  and 
perfons  are  delivered  in  a manner  pofitive  rather 
-than  argumentative,  and  confequently  all  means 
of  free  difeuffion  are  generally  excluded.  Poli- 
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tical  opinions  tend  in  general  towards  liberty* 
and  are  commonly  offered  with  a frank  nets,  a 
boldnefs,  and  independence,  which  are  truly 
pleafmg.  The  general  bent  of  the  public  opi- 
nion  is  in  favour  of  France,  and  againft  henpre- 
fent  enemies.  It  is  by  no  means  an.  uncommon 
thing,  to  hear  farmers,  unconnected  with  the 
higher  circles,  call  Robefpierre,  and  all  thofe  who 
fhared  with  him  the  fupreme  power,  the  banditti 
of  France.  The  exafperation  againft  England  is 
great,  fpreads  through  all  ranks  of  fociety,  and 
has  been  much  increafed  by  tj^e  unjuft  proceed- 
ings againft  America,  with  which  fhe  was  charg- 
ed laft  year.  In  my  opinion,  Mr.  Jay’s  nego- 
ciation  will  hardly  be  able  to  fmother  the  glow- 
ing fpark.  The  public  opinion  is  chiefly  guided 
by  the  univerfal  defire  of  amaffing  property, 
which,  if  merely  difplayed  in  induftrious  purfuits, 
and  exertions  to  cultivate  and  improve  the  land, 
deferves  much  praife.  In  towns,  indeed,  it  is  lefs 
nice,  both  in  the  manner  in  which  it  thews  itfelf, 
and  the  means  it  employs  to  attain  its  end.  Many  , 
of  my  European  countrymen  are  apt  to  cenfure 
this  national  bent,  which  precludes  all  the  finer 
and  nobler  emotions  of  the  fowl.  To  this  cen- 
fure I cannot  give  my  unqualified  affent ; and 
though  I readily  alloyv,  that  an  immoderate  love 
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of  money  hardens  the  heart,  and  renders  it  cal- 
lous to  humanity,  to  civility,  nay  tojuftice  itfelf, 
yet  it  does  not  follow,  that  it  lhould  be  utterly 
incapable  of  a good  and  noble  adion.  We  have 
inflances  of  this  in  Europe,  where  love  of  mo- 
ney is  as  univerfally  prevalent  as  in  this  country, 
though  it  conceals  itfelf  more  than  here  ; either 
becaufe  it  is  more  criminally  refined,  or  meets 
with  lefs  convenient  opportunities  of  being  prac- 
tifed.  Similar  inftances  occur  in  America.  Again, 
if  we  coniider  this  propen fity  in  a political  point 
of  view,  we  fhali  find,  that  it  is  the  natural  re- 
fult  of  its  prefent  infant  date  ; of  the  variegated 
compofition  of  its  inhabitants,  who  are  emigrants 
from  every  corner  of  the  globe,  full  of  the  pre- 
judices and  partialities  of  the  country  whence 
they  came  ; of  the  immenfe  variety  of  ealy  fpe- 
culations,  which  croud  around  the  monied  men  ; 
and  laftlv,  of  the  diftindion  enjoyed  here  by 
wealth,  which  exceeds  that  derived  from  it  in 
other  countries  : for,  a few  eminent  ftations  ex- 
cepted, which  are  occupied  but  a fhort  time, 
and  meritorious  fervices  rendered,  which  are  foon 
forgotten  by  the  people,  there  exifts  in  this  coun- 
try no  pcrfonal  diftindion.  In  fine,  this  way  of 
thinking  in  private  individuals  is  the  moft  certain 
means  of  rendering  the  country  itfelf  more  pro- 
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fperous  and  Important.  And  Is  not  this,  the 
higheft  advantage  derived  from  the  umverfal  in- 
tereft,  which  unites  and  fhpports  focicty,  that, 
with  the  exception  of  a few  cafes,  no  member 
can  enrich  himfelf,  without  promoting  at  the 
fame  time  the  profperity  of  others  ? Though 
this  observation  more  generally  applies  to  agricul- 
ture, yet  there  exifes  hardly  one  defeription  of 
profperity,  nay  of  individual  luxury,  where  it 
does  not  hold  good.  The  people  of  America  live 
well ; the  foil  produces  all  the  neceffaries  of  life, 
even  in  a very  fuperficial  ftate  of  cultivation  : 
there  are  few  perfonfc,  who  do  not  poffefs  more 
than  they  need  for  their  own  maintenance.  Hence 
arifes  the  indolence  of  a great  number  of  the  in- 
habitants, who,  having  by  four  days  labour  earned 
a whole  wreek’s  fubfiftence,  idle  away  the  re- 
maining three  days  ; hence  their  lazinefs,  relative 
to  agricultural  improvements,  which  would  re- 
quire fums  of  money,  and  other  facrifices,  of  the 
neceflity  of  which  they  are  not  convinced,  being 
infenfible  of  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
them.  Improvements,  fimilar  to  thofe  which 
have  already  been  made  in  regard  to  the  political 
organization  of  fociety,  to  commercial  relations, 
navigation,  and  roads,  w ill  certainly  be  effedted  in 
agriculture  in  the  procefs  of  time.  But,  before 
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they  can  take  place,  the  land-owners  muft  be 
more  forcibly  impreffed  with  the  neceffity  of 
routing  from  their  indolence,  and  abandoning 
their  prejudices;  and  the  population  muft  be  in- 
creafed  beyond  its  prefent  amount ; which  will 
certainly  be  done.  Though  all  this  muft  happen 
in  the  ufoal  courfe  of  nature,  yet  men  of  abili- 
ties, and  learned  focieties,  fliould  endeavour  to 
diffufe  ufeful  lights  by  good  books,  by  collections 
of  inltruCtive  extracts  from  European  works  of 
acknowledged  riterit,  and  by  all  other  means  of 
inftruCtion.  For,  undoubtedly,  they  may  thus 
accelerate  the  period,  when  the  neceffity  of  the 
above  improvements  will  be  more  fenfibly  felt. 
In  a country  like  this,  literary  focieties  may  prove 
eminently  ufeful,  if  they  do  not  affume  too  learn- 
ed an  appearance,  but  are  animated  and  guided 
by  the  true  public  fpirit,  which  fpeaks  a fimple 
and  perfpicuous  language,  and  readily  repeats  its 
inflruCtions,  untin&ured  with  the  vain  felfifh- 
nefs,  which  generally  dictates  the  profcffions  of 
private  individuals. 

The  increafe  of  the  price  of  land  is  uncom- 
monly great,  it  having  been  more  than  doubled 
within  the  lafl  three  or  four  years.  Though  the 
price  of  labour,  from  the  high  value  of  ground, 
which,  within  thefe  lafl:  twelve  months,  has  ex- 
perienced 
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perienced  an  extraordinary  rife,,  is  higher  than 
nfual ; yet  it  feems  ftill  the  mo  ft  profitable  fpe- 
culation  for  monied  men  in  this  country,  to  lay 
out  their  money  in  land,  which  they  may  have 
cleared  and  cultivated  under  their  own  eyes.  Not- 
withftanding  this  uncommon  rife  of  the  price  of 
land,  inftances  of  its  being  difpofed  of  at  the  fame 
price,  wdiich  prevailed  fome  years  fmce,  are  not 
unfrequent.  The  circumftances,  under  wdiich 
this  happens,  are,  it  is  true,  rather  of  a peculiar 
complexion,  yet  pretty  common.  If,  for  inftance, 
a peribn,  four  years  ago,  bought  eight  hundred 
acres  of  land,  and  bound  himfelf  to  pay  a fourth 
of  the  purchafe-money  at  the  expiration  of  four 
years,  but  was  either  too  indolent  to  raife  within 
the  time  a handfome  fortune  by  his  labours,  or 
fpent  the  proceeds  of  his  eftate,  which  he  fhould 
have  laid  by  to  pay  his  debt ; he  muft  raife  mo- 
ney as  well  as  he  can,  and  , muft  fell  his  land  at 
any  price,  without  being  able  to  infift  on  that 
wdiich  the  adjacent  lands  fetch  at  this  time. 

The  numerous  banks,  which  have  lately  been 
eftablifhed,  feem  to  have  contributed  not  a little 
to  the  uncommon  rife  of  the  price  of  land ; for 
in  proportion  as  they  increafe  the  quantity  of 
money,  they  alfo  multiply  and  facilitate  the  means 
of  fubfiftence,  It  is  by  quickening  the  activity 
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of  internal  commerce,  and  increafmg  the  means 
of  converting  property  into  money,  that  banks 
raife  the  value  of  lands  in  fale. 

A relaxation  is  obfervable  among  all  orders  of 
fociety.  Drunkennefs  is  the  prevailing  vice,  and, 
with  few  exceptions,  the  fource  of  all  other  evils. 

A fpirit,  or  rather  habit  of  equality,  is  diffufed 
among  this  people,  as  far  as  it  poffibly  can  go. 
In  feverai  inns,  efpecially  fuch  as  are  fituate  on 
lefs  frequented  roads,  the  circumftance  of  our 
fervant  not  dining  with  us  at  the  fame  table  ex- 
cited general  aftonifhrnent,  without  its  befpeak- 
ing  any  bad  intention  on  the  part  of  thofe  who 
manifefted  it.  The  inhabitants  exhibit  to  ftran- 
gers  linking  inftances  both  of  the  utmoft  clean- 
linefs  and  exceffive  naftinefs.  They  are  much 
furprifed  at  a refufal,  to  deep  with  one  or  two 
other  men  in  the  fame  bed,  or  between  dirty 
fheets,  or  to  drink  after  ten  other  perfons  out 
of  the  fame  dirty  girds  ; and  they  wonder  no  lefs, 
when  they  fee  ftrangers  negled:  to  wafh  their 
hands  and  face  every  morning.  Whifky  mixed 
with  water  is  the  common  drink  in  the  country. 
There  is  no  fettler,  however  poor,  whofe  family, 
do  not  drink  coffee  and  chocolate,  and  eat  fait 
meat  at  breakfafl.  At  dinner  comes  fait  meat  ' 
again,  or  falt  fifh  and  eggs  ; and  at  fupper,  once 
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more  fait  meat  and  coffee.  This  is  alfo  the  ge- 
neral rule  in  inns.  An  American  fits  down  at 
the  table  of  his  landlord,  and  lies  down  in  the 
bed,  which  he  finds  empty,  or  occupied  but  by 
one  perfon,  without  in  the  leaft  enquiring,  in  the 
latter  of  thefe  cafes,  who  that  perfon  may  be. 
We  have  hitherto  fortunately  efcaped  a perfonai 
trial  of  this  laft  American  cuftom,  but  were  very 
near  experiencing  it  at  White’s. 

The  roads  are  good,  where  the  foil  is  fo,  the 
road  by  Lancafter  excepted ; art  has  hitherto 
but  little  meddled  with  the  roads  in  Penniylva- 
nia.  Such  fpots,  as  are  bad  and  muddy,  are 
filled  up  with  trees,  placed  near  each  other ; 
when  thefe  fink  into  the  ground,  others  are  laid 
upon  them.  Over  fmall  brooks,  bridges  are 
thrown,  which  confift  of  boards,  placed  on  two 
beams,  laid  along  the  banks  of  the  brook.  Thefe 
boards  frequently  rot,  and  remain  in  this  condi- 
tion for  months  together,  without  its  entering 
into  any  one’s  head,  to  replace  them  with  others. 
We  have  pafied  feveral  fuch  bridges,  with  great- 
danger  to  our  horfes,  from  the  bad  condition  of 
the  boards.  All  this  will  be  better  in  time  ; yet 
I mean  to  defcribe  things  juft  as  they  are  now. 
Creeks  are  generally  forded.  Acrofs  fome,  which 
are  very  deep*  wooden  bridges  are  thrown; 

which* 
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which,  however,  are  not  fuch  as  they  Should  be  : 
the  boards,  or  fmall  trees,  w ith  which  they  are 
covered,  are  neither  fo  good,  nor  fo  clofe  to  each 
other,  as  might  be  wifhed. 

This  is  a brief  fketch  of  the  phyfical  and  moral 
ftate  of  the  country,  which  we  have  hitherto  tra- 
verfed,  drawn  after  thofe  observations,  which  the 
fhortnefs  of  the  time  allowed  us  to  make.  I 
Shall  occasionally  cor  reft,  -what  on  more  exaft 
information  I find  to  be  erroneous,  and  fupply 
what  may  be  deficient. 

Sunday,  the  1 7 th  of  May . 

On  the  oppollte  fide  of  the  river,  a mile  above 
S unbury,  at  the  extreme  point  of  the  ifthmus, 
formed  by  the  two  arms  of  the  Sufquehannah, 
ftands  Northumberland.  Sunbury  is  the  chief 
town  of  the  county.  But  the  fmall  number  of 
public  buildings,  which  are  neeeffary  for  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice,  conftitute  its  only  advan- 
tages over  Northumberland  ; that,  on  the  other 
hand,  enjoys  all  the  benefits  of  £ fine  fituation, 
which,  in  faft,  is  as  delightful  as  may  be  con- 
ceived. The  two  amis  of  the  river  forming  a 
right  angle  at  the  point  of  their  confluence  ; the 
country  expands  behind  it  in  a femi- circular 
form,  rifing  in  gentle  Swells  of  a fruitful  foil,  and 
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connected  with  vallies  and  opening  plains  of  ftill 
richer  ground.  The  banks  of  both  arms  of  the 
river  are  fufceptible  of  cultivation  to  a wide  ex* 
tent,  on  the  fide  where  Northumberland  ftands* 
Both  arms  are  navigable,  without  interruption, 
to  a diftance  of  three  hundred  miles,  and  water 
a foil,  which  courts  cultivation.  The  number 
of  houfes  is  at  this  time,  perhaps,  a fixth  greater 
at  Sunbury  than  at  Northumberland,  where  it 
amounts  to  about  one  hundred.  The  firft  houfes 
were  built  in  17/5;  yet  the  inhabitants  were 
driven  from  them  in  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
and  their  habitations  deftroyed.  The  town  was 
not  rebuilt  till  the  year  1785.  It  is  undoubtedly 
the  worft  built  town  we  have  hitherto  feen.  All 
the  houfes  are  of  wood,  chiefly  log-houfes  ; two 
only  are  built  with  {tone.  There  is  no  market* 
place  here  ; the  town  contains  no  inns,  but  three 
or  four  whifky- houfes.  We  put  up  in  that 
■which  is  the  beft  of  them  ; and  yet  it  rains  on 
our  beds,  as  well  as  on  our  horfes  in  the  Arable, 
Methinks  th efe  is  hardly  any  place  fituate  more 
favourably  for  its  becoming  a large  city,  than 
Northumberland.  The  flow  progrefs,  hitherto 
made  by  the  town,  I have  heard  imputed  to  the 
untoward  character  and  little  fenfe  of  the  gentle- 
man, who  poffefled  three-fourths  of  the  ground 
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on  which  the  town  ftands.  He  is  lately  dead; 
but  had  he  lived  longer,  his  exiftence  would  have 
proved  no  impediment,  that  might  not  eafily 
have  been  removed  by.  the  concurrence  of  favour- 
able circumftances. 

The  price  of  land  about  Northumberland  is, 
at  prefent,  from  twenty  to  twenty-four  dollars 
per  acre,  near  the  river ; that  fituate  on  the 
northern  arm  is  ftill  dearer,  on  account  of  the 
better  quality  of  the  foil,  and  becaufe  a greater 
part  of  the  ground  is  already  cleared  there,  than 
on  the  eaftern  arm.  Farther  up  the  river,  land 
is  fold  from  four  to  fix  dollars  an  acre.  The 
quality  of  the  foil,  the  vicinity  of  a creek,  and 
longer  or  fhorter  inftalments,  produce  here  the 
fame  variety  in  the  price  of  land  as  in  other  parts. 
The  value,  which  I point  out,  is  the  medium 
price.  Ground-flhares  in  the  town  are,  at  this 
time,  fold  at  forty- eight  or  fifty  dollars. 

The  inhabitants  of  Northumberland,  as  wTell 
as  of  the  county  at  large,  confift,  for  the  moft 
part,  of  Dutchmen.  There  are  fome  Germans, 
and  a few  natives ; but  moil  of  the  inhabitants 
are  foreigners.  The  Irifh  are,  with  a few7  excep- 
tions, the  worft  of  them  all.  Being  lefs  in- 
duftrious  than  the  reft,  they  are  confequently 
poorer  ■ and  the  property  of  an  Irifhman  is  con- 
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ftantly  at  the  fervice  of  fuch  as  wifh  to  have  it. 
The  Germans  are  more  tenacious  of  theirs  ; and, 
for  this  reafon,  in  S unbury,  and  the  adjacent 
country,  where  they  refide  in  confiderable  num- 
bers,  eftates  are  dearer  than  in  Northumberland, 
though  the  foil  is  of  an  inferior  quality. 

The  ftate  of  agriculture  in  Northumberland, 
and  the  adjacent  country,  is  much  the  fame  as  in 
all  other  part§  of  America  ; but  the  proportion 
of  cleared  land  is  {mailer  than  in  other  counties 
we  have  traverfed.  Labourers  are  eafily  found ; 
they  are  paid  fix  {hillings  a day  without  victuals, 
or  three  {hillings  and  nine-pence  with  their  en- 
tertainment. In  the  country,  where  they  hire 
themfelves  by  the  month,  they  have  eight  dol- 
lars, for  which  they  are  obliged  to  work  twenty- 
fix  days.  Bricklayers’  and  carpenters’  wages  are, 
in  town,  one  dollar  per  day.  The  price  of  tiles  is 
four  dollars  per  thoufand ; and  very  good  bricks 
coft,  in  Northumberland,  two  {hillings  and  fix 
pence,  delivered  free  of  expence. 

The  price  of  lime  is  from  nine  to  ten-pence 
per  bufnel,  of  deal-boards  five  {hillings  per  hun- 
dred feet,  and  of  other  boards  fix  {hillings  and 
fix  pence. 

As  there  is  no  market,  either  in  Northum- 
berland or  Sunbury,  the  inhabitants  live,  for  the 
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greater  part  of  the  year*  upon  faked  meat*  un- 
lefs  they  keep  fowls.  The  farmers  kill,  at  times, 
a cow ; but  fince  an  epidemic  difeafe  has  car- 
ried off*  aim  oft  all  the  horfes*  they  have  been 
obliged  to  replace  thefe  by  oxen  for  the  purpofes 
of  agriculture*  and  confequently  ufe  left  beef  than 
before.  Cow-beef  is  at  this  time  fold  from  five 
pence  to  five- pence  halfpenny  per  pound.  The 
higheft  houfe-rent  in  Northumberland  is  eighty 
dollars  ; and  there  is  but  one  houfe  in  the  whole 
town  for  which  fo  much  is  paid.  It  is  of  brick, 
large  and  convenient*  and  was  but  lately  fold 
for  five  thoufand  two  hundred  dollars.  Every 
thing  is  fomewhat  dearer  at  Sunbury*  but  the 
difference  is  not  a full  fixtfcn 

The  land  about  Northumberland  yields  ge- 
nerally fifteen  bufhels  of  wheat  per  acre*  when  it 
has  attained  what  the  farmers  call  a full  ftate  of 
cultivation.  The  proportion  of  other  crops  is 
the  fame  as  in  other  places.  Indian  corn  is  pro- 
duced in  large  quantities*  which  ftiews  the  ig- 
norance and  indolence  of  the  farmers*  for  it  ex- 
haufts  the  foil ; and  though  it  fupplies  all  the 
houfehoid  wants  of  a family*  yet  not  a bufhel  is 
ever  exported  from  the  place  where  it  grows.  A 
great  advantage*  which  might  be  derived  from  it* 
by  mixing  its  {talks -with  the  dung,  is  entirely 
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negle&ed  by  the  farmers.  The  flieep  are  rather 
long-legged  and  meagre ; yet  the  wool  is  good, 
and  is  fold  for  two  fhiilings  and  fix  pence  per 
pound.  But  very  little  is  fold  ; for  in  this  vale 
of  Pennfylvania,  as  every  where  elfe,  the  farmers 
would  be  very  forry  indeed,  if  they  were  obliged 
to  k£ep  many  fheep. 

I obferved  before,  that  the  clearing  of  lands  in 
certain  well-chofen  diftridfs  is,  in  my  judgment, 
the  moil  profitable  fpeeulation  monied  men  can 
enter  upon  in  this  country.  The  information  1 
collected  in  Northumberland  affords  an  additional 
proof  of  the  truth  of  this  remark.  The  expence 
for  clearing  and  fencing  an  acre,  amounts,  upon 
an  average,  to  thirteen  dollars  ; and  this  is  pretty 
high.  The  firft  crops  yield  generally  twenty 
bufhels  of  wheat,  if  the  ground  be  well  cleared, 
the  trees,  which  flood  in  the  middle,  cut  down, 
and  the  largeft  well  barked.  Wheat  is  fold  at  this 
time  for  ten  fhiilings  per  bufhel.  The  agreement 
entered  upon  with  a farmer,  relative  to  a piece  of 
ground  which  has  been  cleared  of  wood,  generally 
purports,  that  he  is  to  have  half  the  produce, 
but  muft  alfo  find  the  feed.  The  land-owner 
nets  therefore  the  firft  harveft  five  pounds,  the 
value  of  ten  bufhels  of  wheat  at  ten  fhiilings,  and 
confequently  more  than  the  expence  for  clearing 
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and  fencing.  If  we  fuppofe  the  medium  price  of 
wheat  to  be  only  five  fhiilings  and  nine  pence 
per  bufhef  the  land-owner  obtains*  even  in  this 
cafe,  the  firft  year,  twenty-five  per  cent  on  the 
capital  laid  out ; and  yet  there  are  many  cafes 
where  the  former  eftimate  falls  fhort  of  the  real 
proceeds*  as  there  are  others  where  the  latter  is 
beyond  them. 

The  prices  rife  as  fail  in  the  vicinity  of  North- 
umberland* as  in  other  parts  ; but  this  country* 
which  is  uncommonly  extenfive*  is  but  thinly  in- 
habited* even  in  fuch  diftrifts  as  are  fituate  neareft 
to  Philadelphia  ; the  prefent  number  of  inhabit- 
ants does  not  exceed  feventeen  thoufand.  The 
population  encreafes*  however,  yearly*  through 
emigration  from  the  Jerfeys,  from  New -England, 
and  a part  of  Pennfylvania.  One  hundred  and 
thirty  families*  emigrants  from  the  Jerfeys*.  have 
very  lately  fettled  on  the  branches  of  .the  Suf- 
quehannah.  But  the  land-marks  of  the  purchafed 
ground  are  not  always  fufficiently  known*  nor 
the  right  of  the  fellers  perfectly  clear  ; for  which 
reafon  actions*  concerning  difputed  limits,  con- 
ftitute  nearly  three -fourths  of  the  caufes,  w'hich 
are  tried  in  the  courts  of  law  at  Sunbury. 

The  political  fentiments  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Northumberland  are  lefs  virtuous  and  fleady* 
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than  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  lefs  remote  count 
ties.  Several  of  them  took,  laft  year,  an  aftive 
part  in  the  revolt  at  Pittfburg,  and  {fill  remain 
in  confinement,  on  account  of  that  affair.  A de- 
finitive judgment  being  now  daily  expedted  in 
this  bufmefs,  every  traveller,  efpecially  if  he  be 
fuppofed  to  come  from  Philadelphia,  is  afked  by 
the  interefted  inhabitants,  as  foon  as  he  arrives, 
whether  he  brings  any  news  refpecting  that 
judgment.  We  wTere  afked,  like  all  other  tra- 
vellers ; and  the  queftions,  put  to  us  on  this  fub» 
jedt,  were  conceived  in  terms,  which  by  no  means 
befpoke  good  and  loyal  fentimcnts. 

Hard  by  Northumberland,  on  the  northern 
arm  pf  the  Sufquehannah,  and  clofe  to  the  point 
of  confluence  of  the  two  arms  of  that  river,  lies 
an  ifie,  which  contains  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  the  richeft  foil,  from  fifty  of  which 
the  largeft  trees  have  been  cut  down.  The  land 
is  fit  for  all  the  purpofes  of  agriculture ; and 
might  be  cultivated  with  equal  profit  and  fatis- 
fadtion  by  an  induftrious  owner.  It  is  the  moft 
pleafant  little  eftate,  which  can  poffibly  be  bought 
by  any  perfon  defirous  of  fettling  in  Northum- 
berland. At  prefcnt  it  is  the  property  of  a man, 
much  advanced  in  years,  who  lives  on  it,  in  a 
fmall  log-houfe*  He  bought  it  about  feven  years 
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ago  for  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  dollars,  and 
very  lately- refufed  three  thoufand  three  hundred, 
which  were  offered  for  this  ifle. 

Northumberland  is  the  refidence  of  Dodtor 
Priestley.  They,  who  know  with  what  re- 
lentlefs  fury  the  Engliih  Government  exerted  all 
its  influence  to  procure  him  to  be  harrafled  by 
the  mob,  his  houfe  in  Birmingham  to  be  burnt 
down  to  the  ground,  and  himfelf  to  be  infulted 
and  made  uneaiy  wherever  he  went,  will,  un- 
doubtedly, feel  for  the  fate  of  this  gentleman, 
who  has  defervedly  obtained  fo  much  fame  in 
the  literary  world,  and  whofe  perfecution,  were 
he  even  guilty  of  the  grofleft  political  mifcon- 
du< % wrhich  is  by  no  means  the  cafe,  cannot  but 
deeply  intereff:  in  his  favour  every  feeling  mind. 
This  unwarrantable  ftretch  of  power  muff  excite 
imiverfal  indignation,  and  it  needs  no  gift  offli- 
vination  to  forefee,  that  the  Englifli  mob,  thus 
fet  upon  their  fuppofed  enemies  by  the  Englifh, 
miniftry,  may  poffibly  turn,  fooner  or  later, 
againft  the  inftigators.  However  this  may  be, 
the  perfecution  experienced  by  Doctor  Prieftley 
would  hardly  have  driven  him  fo  foon  to  quit 
England,  had  he  not  expected  to  enjoy  ip  Ame- 
rica that  high  celebrity  and  diftinftion,  which 
were  promifed  him  by  fome  flattering  friends. 
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His  celebrity  was,  however,  of  no  long  duration  i 
the  Americans  are  too  little  fenfible  of  the  value 
of  that  knowledge,  by  which  he  has  acquired  fq 
diltinguifhed  a rank  among  the  literati  of  our  age. 
They  concern  themfelves  but  very  little  about 
dogmatical  difcuffions  of  the  Bible,  and  the  te- 
nets of  the  Unitarians ; and  would  readily  give 
up  all  the  experiments  on  air  for  one  good  and 
profitable  Speculation.  The  perfecuted  from  va- 
rious countries  have,  in  thefe  late  years,  fought 
an  afylum  among  the  Americans ; Such  arrivals 
are,  therefore,  no  uncommon  fight  to  this  peo- 
ple ; and  they  have  not  much  time  to  lofe  in 
vain  civilities.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
refpedt  fhewn  to  Dr.  Prieftley,  who  was  a pro- 
found philofopher,  an  admired  writer,  a cele- 
brated chernifB  and  a vidtim  of  the  Englifh  mi- 
niftry,  did  not  laft  long.  A few  dinners,  given  to 
him  at  New- York,  where  he  landed,  and  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, to  which  place  he  afterwards  proceed- 
ed, formed  the  whole  train  of  honours,  which 
graced  his  reception.  His  fon,  who  arrived  in 
America  fome  time  before  him,  had  bought 
lands,  where  all  the  Unitarians,  and  all  the  per- 
fecuted of  Old  England,  were  to  join  and  rally 
under  tlie  Dodtor’s  banner.  This  fettlement  was 
to  enjoy  a diftinguifhed  protedlion  on  the  part 
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of  the  American  Government ; and  to  fecure  to 
the  Dodlor-  a name,  as  chief  of  the  fed t,  and 
founder  of  the  colony.  But  thefe  hopes  have 
already  vanifhed.  No  Englifhmen  have  arrived 
to  purchafe  his  lands ; and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  even  that  of  Pennfyl vania,  did 
not  confider  the  projedt  of  the  Dodtor’s  fettle- 
ment  as  more  important  than  that  of  any  other 
individual.  The  conftant  praife  of  his  uncom- 
mon merits  as  a natural  philofopher  induced  his 
friends  at  Philadelphia,  to  folicit  for  him  the 
profefforihip  of  chemiftry  in  the  college,  which 
they  obtained  ; hut  this  place  was  far  beneath  the 
expectation  of  the  Dodlor,  as  well  as  of  his  fa- 
mily ; and  it  became  necefiary,  even  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  his  celebrity  in  Europe,  to  withdraw 
from  a fcene,  where  his  attempt  of  attracting 
univerfal  attention  had  completely  failed. 

He  therefore  removed  to  Northumberland, 
The  lands,  purchafed  by  his  fon,  were  fituate  in 
that  county,  though  he  had  adiualiy  rcfolved  to 
relinquidi  the  idea  of  founding  a colony,  which 
would  have  had  no  colonifts  but  his  own  fa- 
mily ; yet  his  removal  to  Northumberland,  at 
lealt  had  not  the  appearance  of  an  intention  to 
gbandon,  in  fo  abrupt  a manner,  a projedt  which 
bad  already  been  announced  to  the  world. 
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As  Mr.  Guillemard  was  Jlightly  acquainted 
with  Young  Priestley,  and  more  particularly 
with  Mr.  Cooper,  who  has  alfo  fettled  in  North- 
umberland,  we  were  induced  to  prefer  halting 
at  that  town,  rather  than  at  Sunbury,  though 
both  lay  on  our  road  ; that  I might  gratify  the 
wilh,  which  I entertained,  to  be  introduced  to  a 
manfojuftly  celebrated.  The  projebt  of  form- 
ing the  intended  fettlement  in  the  country  is 
entirely  relinquiftied  ; Mr.  Morris  has  generoufly 
taken  back  the  greater  part  of  the  lands,  which 
young  Prieftley  bought  of  him  laft  year,  with  all 
the  formalities  prefcribed  by  law.  He  has  alfo 
found  means  to  difpofe  of  the  reft,  and  has  bought 
fome  land  near  the  town,  which  he  is  now 
clearing  and  preparing  for  cultivation.  The 
Debtor  has  built  a houfe,  to  which  he  intends 
removing  about  the  end  of  the  fummer.  His 
modes  of  life  and  drefs  are  nearly  the  fame  as  in 
England,  the  wig  excepted,  which  he  has  laid 
afide.  He  frequently  laughs  . at  the  world,  but 
in  a manner  which  clearly  appears  not  to  be 
from  his  heart.  He  fpoke  with  great  moderation, 
of  the  political  affairs  of  Europe,  and  in  very  mild 
expreffions  of  England.  He  is  now  buffed  in  the 
inftitution  of  a college,  for  which  fix  thoufand 
dollars  have  already  been  fubferibed,  and  feven 
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thoufand  acres  have  been  affigned  him,  as  a free 
gift.  In  this  ellablifhment,  of  which  he  has 
drawn  up  a profpeetus,  there  is  a prefident’s  place, 
doubtlefs  intended  forhimfelf.  Joseph  Priest- 
ley, the  eldeft  fon,  feems  at  prefent  to  be  more 
engaged  in  induftrious  purfuits,  than  in  political 
difcuffions.  He  has  married  a young  Englifh 
lady,  apparently  of  a mild  and  amiable  difpofi- 
fion,  but  who  fpeaks  very  little  in  company. 
She,  as  well  as  her  mother-in-law,  feem  lefs  to 
accommodate  themfelves  to  American  manners 
than  their  hufbands.  Mr.  Cooper  has  purchaled 
fome  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  he  is  at  pre- 
fent clearing  of  wood,  and  preparing  for  cultiva- 
tion. He  is  undoubtedly  a man  of  parts,  of  a 
reftlefs  mind,  ill  adapted  to  find  happinefs  in  a 
retired  rural  life.  In  the  account  he  wrote  of 
America,  it  was  certainly  his  defign,  to  perfuade 
colonifts  to  join  Dr.  Prieftley.  In  his  manners, 
he  affedls  at  prefent  a ftrong  predileftion  for 
American  cuftoms  ; and  fays,  that  he  prefers  his 
prefent  mode  of  living  to  any  other.  He  is  fuf- 
pefted  here  of  aiming  at  a feat  in  Congrefs.  In 
point  of  abilities  at  leaft,  he  would  hold  no  mean 
rank  among  its  members.  Some  Engl  i Hi  men, 
who  lately  arrived  in  America,  intended  to  fettle 
I in  the  vicinity  of  Northumberland.  It  appears, 

however, 
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however,  that  they  have  abandoned  that  inten- 
tion, difgufted  with  the  fort  of  precedence  claim- 
ed by  Dr.  Prieftley  and  his  family,  and  with  the 
aufterity  of  their  manners  ; though  unqueftion- 
ably  the  Doctor’s  acquaintance  and  library  would 
prove  a very  great  accommodation  to  new  fet- 
tlers ; and  his  misfortunes  and  perfecutions  can- 
not fail  to  intereft  every  one  in  his  favour.  As 
a companion  of  Mr.  Guillemard  1 was  received 
by  thefe  families,  with  as  much  politenefs  as 
their  cold  and  gloomy  tempers  ever  difplay. 

In  one  of  our  water  excurfions  with  young 
Prieftley,  in  the  vicinity  of  Northumberland,  we 
landed  near  a wooden  houfe,  built  againft  the 
fide  of  a high  mountain,  which  is  covered  with 
wood  and  fragments  of  rocks,  and  feparatcd 
from  the  river  by  a traft  of  land,  about  four  and 
twenty  yards  wide.  An  Englifh  lady  inhabits 
this  fmall  houfe,  which  would  prove  a highly  in- 
terefting  fpot,  if  fhe  were  young  and  handfome, 
and  awTake  to  the  pleafures  or  the  forrows  of  love. 
But,  alas  ! fuch  ihe  is  not.  She  has  three  daugh- 
ters, the  youngeft  of  whom,  the  only  one  that 
reftdes  with  her,  is  twenty  years  old.  This  lady 
left  England  in  confequence  of  her  hufband’s  be- 
coming a bankrupt ; to  avoid  the  difgrace,  at- 
tending an  event  of  that  nature,  which,  however 
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innocent  the  bankrupt  may  be,  muft  wound  his 
own  feelings,  as  well  as  thofe  of  his  family  ; and 
to  prepare  an  afylum  for  her  hufband;  after  he 
iliall  have  fettled  his  accounts  with  his  creditors. 
Her  name  is  Dash  : her  hufoand  was  a banker  of 
Bath,  Colonel  of  the  militia  of  his  county,  and 
enjoys  the  reputation  of  an  honeft  man.  It  is 
abfolutely  impoffible,  to  difplay  more  fpirit  and 
perfeverance,  than  this  lady  has  done,  ever  fmce 
file  fettled  on  this  eftate,  not  an  inch  of  which 
was  cultivated  at  the  time  fhe  purchafed  it.  It 
contains  about  one  hundred  acres ; on  which, 
fix  months  ago,  not  a hut  was  to  be  feen,  and 
where  not  a tree  wras  felled.  All  thefe  obftacles 
fhe  has  furmounted.  She  is  now  building  a ftone 
houfe,  and  will,  therefore,  be  able,  within  a ^ 
twelvemonth,  to  receive  her  hufband  in  a retired 
and  humble,  yet  decent  habitation.  The  fitua- 
tion  and  misfortunes  of  this  poor  lady  have  in 
fome  degree  injured  her  brain.  But,  this  cir~ 
cumftance,  while  it  increafes  her  loquacity,  does 
not  prevent  her  from  purfuing  that  dire 61  line  of 
conduct,  which  fhe  has  marked  out  for  herfglf 
Two  of  her  daughters  have  been  well  married^ 
fmce  their  arrival  in  America.  With  a fort  of 
enthufiafm,  I liftened  to  the  other,  who  is  at 
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home,  whilfl  fee  played  on  the  pianoforte.  She 
performs  very  well,  is  young,  pretty,  unfortu- 
nate, model!,  polfefies  no  property  on  earth,  and, 
in  a wooden  hut,  plays  upon  one  t>f  the  finell  in- 
liniments,  that  ever  came  from  Longman’s  drop. 
The  ftrange  contrail  of  all  thefe  circumftances 
might  eafily  obtain  a young  lover  for  Mifs  Sarah 
Dafh;  and  this  I moll  fmcerely  wifhed  her,  at 
my  departure  ; but,  young  lovers  are  not  fo  eafily 
to  be  won,  in  this  country. 

I had  here  another  proof  how  profitable  a fpe- 
culation  it  is  in  this  country  to  pur  chafe  wood- 
land, clear  the  ground,  and  render  it  fit  for  cul- 
tivation. Mrs.  Dafh  bought  one  hundred  acres 
for  two  hundred  and  fixty-five  dollars,  twenty  of 
which  Hie  has  cleared,  and  fown  with  wheat ; 
including  the  fpot  on  which  her  houfe  Hands, 
and  a fmall  garden.  The  expence  for  clearing 
the  land,  and  building  her  wooden  houfe  and  a 
liable,  amounted  in  the  whole  to  one  thoufand 
and  fixty-five  dollars.  Her  twenty  acres  yielded 
each  twenty  bufhels  of  wheat,  the  price  of 
which,  this  year,  is  ten  fhillings  per  bufhel.  She 
employs  no  farmer,  becaufe  fhe  is  herfelf  on  the 
fpot ; and  confequently  the  produce  of  the  firffc 
year’s  harvell  from  twenty  acres  amount  to  two 

hundred 
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hundred  pounds,  or  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  dollars,  the  moiety  of  the  amount  total  of 
her  expence,  the  purchafe  money  excluded.* 

We  paffed  the  Saturday  and  Sunday  in  North- 
umberland, and  proceeded  on  Monday  to  Wilkf- 
barre. 

Monday,  the  18/7/  of  May. 

The  road  from  Northumberland  to  Berwick, 
which  we  had  been  told  was  dreadful,  we  found 
in  a much  better  condition,  than  any  we  have 
hitherto  paffed.  The  road  is  dreary,  without 
the  leaf!:  variety  of  profpect,  runs  conftantly,  or 
at  lead:  generally,  through  woods,  though  it  lies 
parallel  to  the  river,  upon  which,  however,  a 
view  only  opens  now  and  then,  and  the  bed  of 
which,  to  the  fouthward,  is  continually  hedged 
in  between  mountains  covered  with  fir.f 

We  halted  at  Mr.  Montgomery’s,  twelve 
miles  from  Northumberland.  The  creek,  on 
which  his  fa w- mill  is  fituate,  is  the  only  one  we 
have  hitherto  feen.  The  land,  which  moftly 

* The  original  fays,  the  purchafe-money  included , but 
this  is  either  an  error  of  the  prefs,  or  an  overfight  of  the 
author. — Tranjlator. 

t With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  large  bafins,  form- 
ed by  the  river. 
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Hopes  towards  the  river,  feems  good.  Few  or  nd 
rocks  are  to  be  feen.  Mr.  Montgomery  is  a fur- 
veyor ; he  does  not  keep  an  inn,  but  fupplies 
both  men  and  horfes  with  food  and  provender  for 
money.  From  him  we  learned,  that  the  price 
of  the  beft  land  in  his  neighbourhood,  on  the 
banks  of  the  river,  is  from  twenty-three  to  twen- 
ty- eight  dollars  an  acre ; but  that  when  whole 
eftates,  for  infiance,  four  hundred  acres  of  good 
foil,  are  fold,  the  tenth  part  of  wdiich  is  cleared, 
the  price  of  land  amounts  to  eight  dollars  per 
acre ; that  land,  which  lies  yet  in  wood,  fetches 
from  two  to  five  dollars  per  acre  ; that  the  price 
of  labour  is  three  fhillings  per  day ; that  it  is  no 
eafy  matter  to  procure  labourers,  becaufe  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  the  neighbourhood  is 
inconfiderable ; that  the  colonifls  confifi  chiefly 
of  Dutchmen,  or  their  children  ; and,  laftly,  that 
this  difiridl  has  fuffered  much  from  an  epidemical 
difeafe,  which,  two  years  ago,  deftroyed  nearly 
all  the  horfes.  To  judge  from  the  fymptoms, 
pointed  out  by  Mr.  Montgomery,  I never  heard 
of  any  fimilar  difiemper  in  France.  By  his  de- 
scription, it  is  a weaknefs,  which  deftroys  a horfe 
in  the  courfe  of  two  months.  The  liver  is 
blown  up  by  a fvvelling,  which  extends  into  the 
legs,  and  the  whole  mafs  of  blood  is  entirely  dif- 
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coloured.  This  diftemper  is  called  here  th z yeU 

low  water . 

The  road  to  Berwick  leads,  for  its  whole  length, 
conftantly  through  woods,  and  confequently  af- 
fords no  profped.  There  are  few  habitations 
here,  and  thefe  have  a mean  appearance.  At 
fome  diftance  from  the  houfes,  we  faw  a few 
draggling  cowvs  and  iheep. 

We  halted  in  the  diftrid  of  Fiihing  Creek,  at 
one  Abraham  Miller’s,  who  is  a farmer,  and 
keeps  an  inn  and  a fhop.  His  eftate  confifts  of 
three  hundred  acres,  feventy  of  which  are  cleared. 
He  clears  annually  about  twelve  or  fifteen  acres 
more,  but  not  without  eonfiderable  trouble,  as 
labourers  are  very  fcarce  in  this  diftrid ; they  are 
paid  three  fhillings  and  fixpence  per  day,  and 
have  befides  their  board,  which  is  efti mated  at 
about  one  fhilling  and  fix  pence.  Here,  as  well 
as  in  all  the  other  places  through  which  we  have 
hitherto  paffed,  three  dollars  per  acre  are  gene- 
rally paid  for  hoeing  up  the  roots  of  bufhes,  on. 
fuch  ground  as  is  deftined  for  cultivation  ; or  if 
day-labourers  be  employed  in  this  work,  they  are 
paid  five  fhillings  a day,  befides  their  viduals. 
This  was  the  firft  place,  where  we  ufed  maple 
fugar,  which  wre  found  excellent.  Abraham 
Miller  fells  yearly  about  five  or  fix  barrels  of  this 
Vol.  I.  L fugar. 
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fugar,  He  buys  it  at  thirteen  pence  per  pound> 
and  fells  it  at  fifteen  ; the  brown  moifi:  fugar  of 
the  colonies  he  fells  at  fourteen  pence.  He  pro- 
cures all  the  goods,  fold  in  his.fliop,  from  Phi- 
ladelphia ; they  are  brought  in  waggons  as  far  as 
Cataweffy,  where  they  are  fhipped  on  the  Suf- 
quehannah,  and  thence  conveyed  to  Fifhing 
Creek.  The  aggregate  amount  of  freight  and 
carriage  was,  formerly,  one  dollar  per  tun,  but 
fince  lafi:  fpring  it  has  rifen  to  one  dollar  and  a 
half. 

The  price  of  land  in  the  neighbourhood  is 
from  eight  to  ten  dollars  per  acre,  if  in  any  de- 
gree cleared  of  wood,  and  from  tw  o to  three  dol- 
lars, if  Hill  covered  with  trees.  Habitations  are 
fcarce  and  ftraggling,  but  increafe  in  number 
nearer  to  Berwick.  This  is  the  chief  town  of  the 
diftridt : it  Hands  on  the  banks  of  the  river.  The 
fituation  is  fufficiently  agreeable,  and  more  open 
than  that  of  other  places,  through  wThich  we 
have  lately  paffed.  This  fmall  village  confifts 
of  twenty  miferable  houfes,  in  w7hich  we  could 
not  find  an  egg  for  our  fupper,  but  we  procured 
fome  milk.  The  beds  w7ere  clean,  the  ftabling 
good,  oats  and  hay  excellent ; and  travellers  on 
horfeback  are  ufually  contented  themfelves  with 
fcanty  fare,  if  their  horfes  be  well  provided  for. 

The 
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^Fhe  innkeeper  and  his  wife  are  a young  couple* 
who  have  but  very  lately  fettled  here.  Their 
houfe  is  of  wood,  and  only  half  fmifhed ; they 
poffefs,  at  prefent,  eighty  acres,  ten  of  which 
are  cleared  and  cultivated.  The  price  of  land 
at  Berwick  is  twelve  dollars,  if  the  ground  be 
already  fomewhat  cleared,  and  from  one  dollar 
and  a half  to  two,  if  the  wood  be  not  yet  cut 
down. 

The  inhabitants  of  Berwick,  as  well  as  of  the 
huts,  we  faw  on  this  day’s  journey,  are  a med- 
ley of  Englishmen,  Frenchmen,  Germans,  Fle- 
mings, and  Scots.  Moft  of  the  colonifts,  who 
have  lately  arrived,  come  from  the  Jerfeys.  They 
feem  all  poor,  and  are  badly  cloathed,  yet  their 
j ftrong  and  healthy  appearance  fhews,  that  they 
are  well  fed,  and  foothes  the  mind,  which  fym- 
pathizes  in  their  poverty.  The  number  of  chil- 
dren is,  in  proportion  to  the  habitations,  very 
great  indeed.  Near  Ovens  we  faw  a fchool  for 
i|  young  girls,  which,  from  the  fmallnefs  of  the 
hut,  and  the  number  of  children  who  ran  out  to 
fee  us  pals,  had  the  appearance  of  an  ant-hill. 
Two  miles  below  Berwick  are  thofe  rapid  cur- 
rents, known  by  the  name  of  Nefcopeck,  which 
greatly  impede  the  navigation  of  the  river,  efpe- 
pally  at  low  water. 

j • h2 
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Tuefday,  the  1 Qth  of  May . 

This  day  proved  rather  unfortunate  to  u§; 
We  left  Berwick  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
and  were  unfortunately  addrefled  to  one  ’Squire 
Beach,  who  lives  feven  miles  from  it,  and  who 
was  to  point  out  to  us  the  the  befi:  road  to 
Wilkfibarre.  Our  ill-luck  would  have  it,  that 
this  ’Squire  Beach  is  a retaken  of  roads,  and  had 
but  very  lately  conftrudted  ai  new  one,  which  is 
fome  miles  fhorter  than  the  old  road.  He  a d- 
vifed  us  to  take  the  former,  which  he  affured  us 
was  the  belt.  Relying  :on  his  aflura.nce,  we  fol- 
lowed his  advice,  but  were  on  the  very  outfet 
at  confiderable  pains,  to  find  the  place  where  we 
were  to  be  ferried  acrofs  the  river,  to  reach  the 
new  road.  The  ferry-boat,  wdiich  was  rowed 
by  a man  turned  of  feventy,  was  too  fmall  to 
contain  our  four  horfes ; we  therefore  caufed 
our  baggage  to  be  carried  over  firfi: ; and  this 
arrived  fafe  on  the  oppofite  bank.  The  fervant 
was  ordered  not  to  wait  for  us,  but  to  proceed. 
On  the  return  of  the  ferry-boat,  Mr.  Guillemard 
and  I embarked.  His  mare,  who  is  always  very 
fpirited,  and  whofe  mettle  was  perhaps  heighten- 
ed by  the  fight  of  the  other  horfes  on  fiiore,  be- 
gan to  fur  in  the  fmall  boat,  which  was  rather 

low 
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•low  at  the  fides  ; and  in  the  midft  of  our  paffage 
put  one  of  her  hind-legs  into  the  water,  which 
brought  her  whole  hinder  part  down.  The  boat 
heeled  to  that  fide,  was  filled  with  water,  and 
would  have  been  inftantly  overfet,  but  for  Mr. 
Guillemard’s  prefence  of  mind.  He  pufhed  the 
horfe  into  the  river,  and  thus  faved  us  in  the 
moft  imminent  danger  of  being  drowned ; a 
danger  to  which  travellers  muft  be  frequently 
expofed  in  this  country,  from  the  bad  conftruc- 
! tion  of  the  ferry-boats,  as  well  as  from  the  im- 
prudence and  uofkilfulnefs  of  the  ferry- men. 
The  mare,  Mr.  Guiliemard  holding  her  faft  by 
the  bridle,  fafely  reached  the  fhore ; and  thus 
far  every  thing  was  well.  But  this  incident  was 
the  harbinger  of  accidents  frill  more  unpleafant. 
We  could  not  difeover  any  road ; fome  trees, 
which  had  been  felled,  Ihewed  an  intention,  it  is 
true,  to  make  one  ; but  we  faw  even  few"  of  thefe. 
No  beaten  road  was  to  be  found ; ten  times  al- 
. ready  we  had  milled  our  v^ay.  We-  had  to  travel 
eighteen  miles  over  felled  trees,  deep  moraffes, 
rocks,  and  loofe  Hones.  The  girth  of  the  bag- 
gage-horfe  broke  two  or  three  times ; Mr.  Guil- 
I lemard’s  mare,  who  was  badly  faddled,  twice  loft 
1 her  faddle  on  a fteep  road,  and  threw  her  rider. 
She  ran  away  and  fcattered  part  of  her  load ; a 
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brace  of  piHols  was  loft ; our  horfes  were  ex- 
hauHed  with  fatigue p we  were  tired,  faint  with 
hunger,  and  unable  to  difcover  any  human  ha- 
bitation on  the  road.  A few  houfes  Handing  at 
fom,e  diflance  from  it,  which  we  vifited,  could 
not  fupply  our  wants ; and,  to  encreafe  our 
misfortunes,  it  rained  all  day  long.  At  length 
we  found  fome  oats  at  an  honeft  German’s, 
whofe  wife  procured  us  alfo  milk  and  eggs. 
Thus  refrefhed,  we  purfued  our  journey,  not 
without  feveral  new  accidents  befalling  our  bag- 
gage ; and  at  laft  reached  Wilkfbarre.  My 
friend’s  horfe  was  lame,  the  faddle  was  broken 
to  pieces  by  the  accident  in  the  ferry-boat,  and 
our  cloaths  were  torn  ; but  at  Dr.  Cowell’s  we 
found  a good  fire,  a good  liable,  good  eggs,  fait 
meat  (frefh  meat  is  entirely  out  of  the  queflion) 
and  thus,  as  we  fmoaked  our  fegars,  indulged 
the  pleafant  thought  of  having  efcaped  all  thefe 
misfortunes. 

Wilkfbarre  Hands  on  a wide  and  fertile  plain. 
The  profpeft,  on  defcending  the  mountains  by 
the  creek  of  Nantikoke,  is  one  of  the  richeH, 
piofl  extenfiye,  and  moH  delightful,  we  have 
yet  feen.  The  land  is  in  a high  Hate  of  culti- 
vation. We  were  not  able  to  obtain  any  new 
information,  that  deferves  to  be  mentioned. 

Wilkfbarre 
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Wilkfbarre  is  the  chief  town  of  the  county 
of  Luzerne.  It  is  a fmall  place,  containing 
about  a hundred  wooden  houfes,  ^ of  a much 
better  appearance  than  thofe  in  Northumber- 
land. The  town  is  feated  on  the  Sufquehan- 
nah,  and  muft  in  time  become  confiderable,  if 
the  country,  which  lies  higher  up,  fhall  be  more 
generally  cultivated.  It  is  even  now  of  fome 
importance,  and  has  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  inhabitants.  The  population  of  the  whole 
county  is  eftimated  at  five  thoufand  fouls, 

Wednefday , the  20 th  of  May . 

Mr.  Guillemard’s  mare  being  lamed  by  our 
misfortunes  of  yefterday,  he  refolded  to  leave 
her  at  Wilkibarre,  under  the  care  of  his  fer- 
vant.  We  accordingly  fet  out  by  ourfelves.  A 
new  road  was  propofed  to  us,  which  fhortens 
the  journey  twenty  miles,  but  is  untrodden. 
However,  having  yefterday  had  enough  of  new 
roads,  we  preferred  the  old,  though  it  w as  bad, 
and  twenty  miles  longer.  At  the  end  of  our 
firft  day’s  journey,  we  reached  Huntsferry.  The 
road  was  bad,  and  we  were  feveral  times  obliged 
to  travel  in  foot-paths,  which  were  hardly , pa  ff~ 
able.  We  frequently  met  with  quarries  of  mill- 
ftone,  and  with  fpots,  where  a path,  only  eight- 
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een  inches  in  breadth,  was  cut  through  the  rock, 
or  where  the  road  was  fupported  by  trunks  of 
trees,  narrowed  by  fails  of  earth,  obftrufted  by 
fallen  trees,  and  led  along  the  edges  pf  a preci- 
pice. We  often  paffed  over  declivities,  rendered 
more  dangerous  by  the  ground  being  ftrewed 
with  l>ofe  ftones,  or  fragments  of  rock.  For- 
tunately it  fo  happened,  that  we  never  got  more 
than  a few  yards  out  of  our  road  ; bpt  we  were 
obliged  to  enquire  the  way  of  every  one  we 
met,  to  avoid  more  confiderable  deviation.  The 
dwelling- houfes  in  this  diftridt  are  molt  of  them 
fo  new,  that  the  inhabitants  are  often  ignorant 
of  the  names  of  places,  which  are  fcarce  two 
miles  diftant ; nor  are  they  able  to  point  out  the 
direction  and  diftance,  fo  that  their  information 
beyond  the  next  farm-houfe  is  not  to  be  de- 
pended upon.  There  is  not  one  inn  on  the 
whole  road,  but  fome  private  individuals  are  in 
the  habit  of  felling  oats  to  travellers.  They  live 
at  certain  diftances,  and,  being  known,  travel- 
lers conftantly  put  up  at  their  houfes.  The  firft 
day  we  halted  at  the  houfe  of  one  Harris, 
twelve  miles  from  Wilkfbarre,  and  afterwards  at 
Harding’s,  fifteen  miles  farther  on.  Both  are 
farmers  ; the  former,  a captain  of  the  militia, 
is  richer,  and  has  been  eftabliflied  much  longer 
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than  the  latter.  They  are  both  very  bad  huf- 
bandmen  ; they  cultivate  nothing  but  Indian 
corn  and  potatoes,  in  a foil,  which  is,  for  the 
mod  part,  poor,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  pro^- 
duces  nothing  but  fpruce  fir  and  the  common 
birch.  All  the  cultivated  fields  are  inclofed  with 
fences,  which  confift  of  poles  of  wood,  once 
fplit,  and  and  laid  zig-zag  upon  one  another 
without  any  flakes ; a manner  of  fencing,  ge- 
neral in  all  parts  of  America,  at  the  firft  clear- 
ing of  the  ground.  The  expence  of  clearing 
ground  amounts,  in  this  diftrift,  to  feven  or 
eight  dollars  an  acre. 

Five  miles  beyond  Harding’s  habitation,  we 
eroded  the  river  in  a very  bad  ferry-boat,  and 
arrived  at  Hunt’s,  an  Irifhman,  who  fettled  here 
ten  vears  ago.  We  found  in  his  houfe  Indian 
corn  for  our  horfes,  but  neither  oats  nor  hay, 
and  no  milk  for  ourfelves,  nor  even  an  egg. 
The  houfe  confifts  of  one  room  on  the  ground- 
floor,  and  of  a corn-loft  over  it.  Beds  were  not 
to  be  had.  Hunt  took  an  old  paillaffe  from  his 
own  bed,  and  lent  it  me  for  the  night;  and  on 
this,  with  my  faddle-cloth,  I refted  comfort- 
ably. By  Hunt’s  account,  the  fpot,  which  he 
inhabits,  is  very  unwholefome  ; and  fo,  he  fays, 
are  the  banks  of  the  river  in  general  for  fbme 
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way,  higher  up,  or  lower  down.  His  young 
and  handfome  wife  has  laboured  under  a hedtic 
fever,  for  thefe  eight  months. 

Thurfday f the  21 ft  of  May . 

In  the  morning  we  halted  at  one  Mr.  Gay- 
lor’s,  eleven  miles  from  our  laft  night’s  quar- 
ters. All  the  dwelling-houfes  are  of  the  fame 
fort.  We  purfued  our  journey  to  Afylum  by 
Wyalufing.  The  latter  is  a confiderable  village, 
feated  on  a creek,  from  which  it  takes  its  name. 
The  road  is  the  fame  as  yefterday,  at  times  even 
and  good,  often  recently  cut  through  the  wood, 
or  interrupted  by  new  fettlements,  the  fences  of 
which  occalion  a circuit  of  near  a furlong,  at 
the  end  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  find  the  road 
again. 

Nearly  all  the  plantations,  which  we  have 
hitherto  traverfed  in  this  diftridt,  have  been 
more  or  lefs  recently  formed  by  families,  who 
derive  their  titles  from  Connedlicut.  The  right 
of  property  claimed  by  that  ftate,  in  regard  to 
thefe  lands,  has  been  declared  to  be  unfounded, 
firlfby  arbitrators  in  Trenton,  three  or  four  years 
ago,  and  fince  that  by  the  judges  of  affize,  who 
hold  their  fittings  in  Philadelphia.  The  laft  fen- 
tence  has  excited  general  difcontent  in  thefe 
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parts  ; and,  in  truth,  ffiould  it  be  confirmed 
by  the  fupreme  court  of  juftice,  the  natural 
confequence  muft  be  a general  difpoffeffing  of 
all  the  cultivators,  who  have  fettled  here  by 
right  of  purchafe,  or  gift  from  the  ftate  of  Con- 
nedlicut,  and  who  have  fpent  feveral  years  la- 
bour on  a foil,  on  which  they  eftablifhed  them- 
felves  in  the  moll;  legal  form.  Several  of  thefe 
fettlers  were,  during  the  laft  war,  driven  from 
their  poffeffions  by  the  Indians,  who  deftroyed 
all  the  buildings,  and  burnt  the  woods,  as  far 
as  they  were  jable,  on  their  retreat,  Thefe  are 
indeed  fufHcient  reafons  for  difcontent  ; and  the 
ftate  of  Pennfylyania,  fatisfied  with  being  rein- 
ftated  in  its  right  to  thefe  lands,  will  undoubt- 
edly leave  fhem  in  the  poffeftion  of  thofe  fami- 
lies, who,  bona  fide , obtained  them  either  for 
money,  or  by  their  labour.  If  Pennfylyania  had 
fold  the  fame  lands,  the  fupreme  court  of  judi- 
cature would  doubtlefs  award  an  indemnification 
in  money.  But  in  the  United  States,  whofe  con- 
ftitution  is,  and  muft  be  founded  on  the  rights 
of  man,  and  modelled  by  juftice,  peaceful  and 
induftrious  inhabitants  will  never  be  driven  from 
their  poffeffions,  or  expelled  from  their  homes. 
The  foidiers,  ordered  to  carry  fuch  a fentence 
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their  own  feelings  would  contradict  the  oath  of 
allegiance  they  have  taken,  and  humanity  would 
forbid  them,  to  co-operate  in  the  execution  of 
the  law.  The  ftate  of  Pennfylvania  is  too  wife, 
and  too  juft,  not  to  embrace,  in  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  a refolution,  which  is  dictated  by  the 
very  principles  it  profeffes. 

The  inhabitants,  who  derive  their  titles  from 
Connecticut,  form,  we  were  told,  two  diftindt 
claffes,  whofe  rights  are  of  a widely  different 
complexion.  One  clafs  fettled  here  long  before 
any  public  difcuftion  of  the  claims  of  the  two 
ftates  took  place  ; and  moft  of  thefe  had  to  re- 
build their  houfes,  which,  as  has  already  been 
mentioned,  were  deftroved  during  the  war. 
The  other  clafs  formed  their  fettlements  after 
the  above  award,  folicited  by  both  ftates,  had 
been  iffued,  and  therefore  were  not,  or,  at  leaft, 
fhould  not  have  been  ignorant  of  the  hazard,  to 
which  they  expofed  themfelves.  Several  per- 
fons  in  Conne&icut  have  proceeded  in  this  bufr- 
nefs  in  a manner  extremely  blameable,  efpeci- 
ally  one  Colonel  Franklin,  who,  two  years 
ago,  decoj/ed  fe.veral  families  into  this  country, 
notwithftanding  the  oppofition  of  the  ftate  of 
Pennfylvania,  and  of  all  the  friends  of  order, 
who  difcouraged  thefe  unfair  proceedings,  and 
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foretold  to  the  new  fettlers,  that  they  would 
foon  he  difpoffeffed  of  their  eftates.  Moft  of  the 
families  lately  arrived  here  are  poor.  They  ob- 
tained the  land  gratis , and  are  the  lefs  difturbed 
in  their  prefent  momentary  enjoyments,  by  ap- 
prehenfions  of  fome  future  difpoffeffion,  as  the 
charader  of  many  among  them  is  not  of  the 
faireft  complexion.  The  colonel  acted  on  the 
principle,  that  an  increafe  of  the  number  of  co- 
lon ids  would  increafe  the  force  of  refiftance 
againft  the  fentence  of  a judicial  difpofTeffion, 
in  which,  being  himfelf  a proprietor,  he  is  per- 
fonally  concerned.  This  difference,  in  point 
of  the  period  of  poffeffi  on,  and  of  the  fpecies 
of  property,  renders  it  far  more  eafy  to  accom- 
modate matters,  than  it  might  otherwife  have 
proved  ; lince  the  difference  being  fettled  with 
the  landholders  of  the,5¥ormer  clafs,  the  execu- 
tion of  any  vigorous  meafure,  which  it  may  be 
neceffary  to  adopt  againft  thofe  of  the  latter,  will 
be  greatlv  facilitated. 

Afylum  ftands  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Suf- 
.quehannah,  which  mu  ft  be  croffed,  in  order  to 
reach  this  fettlement.  It  has  been  only  fifteen 
years  eftabiifhed*.  Mefffs.  Talon  and  De  Mo- 
ailles,  who  arrived  here  from  England,  richer 
in  hopes  than  in  cafh,  fancied  they  fliould  be  able 
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to  purchafe,  cultivate,  and  people  two  hundred 
thoufand  acres  of  land.  They  interefted  in  their 
projeil  fome  planters  of  St.  Domingo,  who  efcap- 
ed  from  the  ruins  of  that  colony,  and  who  had 
prudence  enough  carefully  to  preferve  the  re* 
mains  of  their  fortune.  Meffrs.  Morris  and  Ni- 
cholfon,  who  poffefs  immenfe  tracks  of  land  in 
the  United  States,  were  willing  and  ready  to 
meet  their  views.  Lands  were  chofen  on  the 
northern  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah  ; the  price 
and  inftalments  were  regulated,  and  the  firft 
trees  felled  * on  the  fpot,  which  was  feleiled  for 
the  town.  Mr.  de  Noailles  took  upon  himfelf 
the  management  of  the  concerns  of  the  com* 
pany  in  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Talon  caufed  the 
firft  log-houfes  to  be  ereiled  here,  and  the  land 
to  be  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  new  in- 
habitants. But  they  foon  difcovered,  that  they 
fhould  be  difappointed  of  all  the  money,  which 
they  had  hoped  to  receive.  Meffrs.  Morris  and 
Nicholfon  readily  releafed  them  from  this  firft 
difficulty,  and  the  contrail  was  refcinded.  From* 
exclufive  proprietors  of  thefe  lands,  the  above 
gentlemen  became  aflbciates  and  partners  in  trade 
with  Meffrs.  Morris  and  Nicholfon,  in  all  the 
profits  arifing  from  their  fale,  and  the  quantity 
* la  December,  179S, 
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was  enlarged  to  a million  of  acres.  Each  of 
them  kept  about  fix  thoufand  acres,  as  his  pri- 
vate property,  the  price  of  which  was  fomewhat 
raifed  ; but  more  diftant  periods  of  payment  were 
fixed.  Mr.  Talon  was  appointed  agent  for  the 
company,  with  a falary  of  three  thoufand  dollars. 
The  buildings,  as  well  as  all  other  expences^ 
were,  with  the  confen t of  Meflrs.  Morris  and 
Nicholfon,  placed  to  the  account  of  the  com- 
pany. The  ufe  of  the  molt  confiderable  houfe, 
built  by  Mr.  Talon,  was  afligned  to  himfelf  as 
agent.  Ignorance  of  the  language  of  the  coun- 
try, want  of  practice  in  bufinefs  of  this  kind, 
avocations  of  a different  nature,  and  the  embar- 
raffments  of  the  company,  have  deprived  Mr. 
Talon  of  the  mod  exquifite  happinefs,  an  emi- 
grated Frenchman  can  poflibly  enjoy,  to  open  a 
peaceful  and  comfortable  afylum  for  his  unfor- 
tunate countrymen,  to  affift  them  in  the  firft 
moments  of  their  fettlement,  and  thus  to  be- 
come the  founder  of  a colony,  which  would 
have  proved  as  honourable  to  the  name  of  a 
Frenchman,  as  ufeful  to  the  unfortunate  fuffer* 
ers,  whom  it  would  have  received.  An  enor- 
mous expence,  partly  incurred  without  a ma- 
ture confideration  of  the  plan,  occafioned  defi- 
ciencies. The  company  was  not  able  to  fulfil  its 
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engagements.  The  exertions  of  Mr.  Talon  and 
his  aiTociates  were  not  equal  to  the  removal  of 
thefe  difficulties  ; and  it  becoming  evident,  that  j 
the  colony  could  not  attain  profperity  fo  quickly 
as  Mr.  Taion  had  expefted,  he  refigned  his 
fituation  as  agent  to  Mr.  Micholfon,  and  fold 
him  his  (hare  in  the  property  of  the  company, 
who,  having  fix  months  before  bought  that  of 
Mr.  de  Noailles  alfo,  is  how  become  foie  pro- 
prietor of  the  land. 

This  is  a brief. fketch  of  the  hiftory  of  Afy- 
lum.  There  cannot  remain  a doubt,  but  that 
this  eftablifhment,  the  plan  of  which  is  cer- 
tainly the  work  of  much  deliberation,  would 
have  proved  more  fuccefsful,  had  it  been  formed 
by  degrees,  and  with  a fufficient  fupply  of  ready 
money.  For  notwithftanding  the  errors  com- 
mitted in  the  execution  of  the  plan,  and  the  ad- 
verfe  incidents  it  has  met  with,  Afylum  has  al- 
ready attained  an  uncommon  degree  of  perfec- 
tion, confidering  its  infant  ftate.  Thirty  houfes, 
built  in  this  town,  are  inhabited  by  fami- 
lies from  St.  Domingo,  and  from  France,  by 
French  artizans,  and  even  by  Americans.  Some 
inns  and  two  fhops  have  been  eftablifhed,  the 
bufinefs  of  which  is  confiderable.  Several  town- 
fliares  have  been  put  into  very  good  condition ; 

and 
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afid  the  fields  and  gardens  begin  to  be  productive* 
A confiderable  quantity  of  ground  has  been 
cleared,  on  the  creek  Loyalfock ; where  the 
company  has  allotted  twenty-five  thoufand  acres 
of  land,  in  part  of  a hundred  thpufand  acres, 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Afylum  have  purchaf- 
ed  by  fubfcription.  Similar  agricultural  ope- 
rations, which  take  place  in  almofi  every  town- 
(hare,  are  intended  to  enliven,  at  once,  all  the 
different  parts  of  this  large  tradtof  ground.  The 
town -(hares  confift  each  of  four  hundred  acres, 
from  ten  to  twenty  of  which  are  cleared.  The 
owner  can  therefore  either  fettle  there  himfelf, 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  or  entruft  it  to  a farmer. 
The  clearing  of  the  town -(hares  is,  at  prefent, 
effedted  by  fubfcription,  on  this  principle  ; that 
for  every  acre  belonging  to  a fubfcriber,  who 
has  cleared  ten  acres,  five  of  which  only  are  en- 
clofed  with  fences,  nine  dollars  are  paid. 

Mr.  de  Montule,  one  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Afylum,  direfts  this  clearing  of  the  ground  ; the 
plan  of  which  he  conceived  for  the  welfare  of 
the  colony.  The  fentiments  of  thp  colonifts 
are  good.  Every  one  follows  his  bufinefs,  the 
cultivator  as  Well  as  the  inn-keeper  and  traded- 
man,  with  as  much  zeal  and  exertion,  as  if  he 
had  been  brought  up  to  it.  The  foil  is  tolerably 
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good  3 the  climate  healthful.  Almoft  all  the  in- 
gredients of  a thriving  colony  concur  in  Afy- 
lum,  and  afford  room  to  hope,  that  thefe  great 
natural  advantages  will,  in  time,  be  improved, 
for  the  benefit  and  profperity  of  the  colonifts. 
A new  trading  company  has  fuperfeded  the 
former  ; at  leaft  the  firm  and  management  of 
the  company’s  concerns  have  been  altered.  Mr. 
Robert  Morris  has  entirely  left  it,  and  Mr.  Ni- 
cholfon,  being  now  the  only  proprietor,  has 
formed  a bank  of  his  million  of  acres,  divided 
into  five  th  on  land  fhares,  containing  each  two 
hundred  acres,  the  price  of  which,  at  two  dol- 
lars and  half  per  acre,  is  five  hundred  dollars. 
They  bear  fix  per  cent  intereft,  which  increafes 
in  proportion  to  the  ftate  of  the  land  ; and  at 
the  expiration  of  fifteen  years,  the  period  at 
which  the  company  is  to  be  diffolved,  all  the 
benefits  and  advantages  accruing  to  the  bank 
are  to  be  divided  among  the  holders  of  fhares. 
An  office  has  been  eftablifhed  by  the  latter,  for 
the  direction  and  management  of  the  concerns 
of  the  bank. 

This  new  company,  taught  by  the  errors  of 
the  former,  will  no  doubt  make  it  their  princi- 
pal bufinefs,  to  promote  the  profperity  of  Afy- 
lum;  which, 'alone, -can,  in  any  confiderable 
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manner,  increafe  the  value  of  the  land.  Yet 
fonae  previous  facrifices  will  alfo  be  required  for 
that  purpofe.  It  will  be  neceffary  to  conftrudt 
new  roads,  and  repair  the  old  ones.  Encourage- 
ment mu  ft  alfo  be  given  to  the  families,  which 
already  inhabit  Afylum  ; and  advantageous  of- 
fers muft  be  held  out  to  fuch,  as  may  be  difpofed 
to  fettle  there.  If  thefe  things  be  done,  Afy- 
lum will  foon  be  peopled.  Motives  arifing  from 
French  manners  and  opinions  have  hitherto  pre- 
vented even  French  families  from  fettling  here. 
Thefe  are  now,  however,  in  great  meafure  re- 
moved, and  if  the  company  fhall  proceed  with 
judgment  and  prudence,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped 
they  will,  there  can  hardly  remain  a doubt,  but 
that  Afylum  will  fpeedily  become  a place  of  im- 
portance. Its  fituation  on  the  Sufquehannah, 
two  hundred  miles  from  its  fource,  fits  it  in  a 
peculiar  manner  for  an  emporium  of  the  inland 
trade.  French  a&ivity,  fupported  with  money, 
will  certainly  accelerate  its  growth  ; and  this 
will  doubtlefs  in  time  convince  the  world,  that 
the  enterprife  and  affiduity  of  Frenchmen  are 
equally  confpicuous  in  profperous  and  adverfe 
circumftances. 

The  following  families  have  either  already 
fettled,  or  intend  to  fettle,  at  Afylum,  viz.  i. 
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Mr,  de  Rlacons,  deputy  for  Dauphine,  in  the 
conftituent  affembly.  Since  his  quitting  France* 
he  has  married  Mademoifelle  de  Maulde,  late 
canonefs  of  the  chapter  of  Bonbourg.  They 
keep  a haberdafher’s  fhop.  Their  partner  is  Mr. 
Colin,  formerly  Abbe  de  Sevigny,  arch-deacon 
of  Tours,  and  confeiller  au  grand  confeiL  2.  Mr. 
de  Montule,  late  captain  of  a troop  of  horfe, 
married  to  a lady  of  St*  Domingo,  who  relides 
at  prefent  at  Pottfgrove.  3.  Madame  de  Sy- 
bert,  coufin  to  Mr*  de  Montule,  and  relidl  of  a 
rich  planter  of  St.  Domingo.  4.  Mr.  Becde- 
lierre,  formerly  a canon,  now  a fhopkeeper  ; 
his  partners  are  the  two  MefTrs.  de  la  Roue,  one 
of  whom  was  formerly  a petit  gens- d*ar me,  and 
the  other  a captain  of  infantry.  The  latter  has 
married  a lifter  of  Madame  Sybert,  Mademoi- 
felle de  Bercy,  who  intends  to  eftablifh  an  inn 
on  the  road  fiom  Afyli  m to  Loyalfock,  eight 
miles  from  the  former  place,  whither  fhe  is  on 
the  point  of  removing  with  her  hufband.  6. 
Mr.  Beaulieu,  formerly  a captain  of  infantry 
in  the  French  fervice,  who  ferved  in  America, 
during  the  lait  war,  in  the  legion  of  Potoiky. 
Pie  has  remained  ever  fince  in  this  country,  has 
married  an  Englifh  lady,  and  now  keeps  an  inn. 

7.  Mr. 
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7.  Mr.  Buzard,  a planter  of  St.  Domingo,  and 
phyfician  in  that  colony,  who  has  fettled  at 
Afylum  with  his  wife,  daughter,  and  foil,  and 
fome  negroes,  the  remains  of  his  fortune.  8.  Mr. 
de  Noailles,  a planter  of  St.  Domingo.  9.  Mr. 
Dandelot,  of  Franchecomte,  late  an  officer  of 
infantry,  who  left  France  on  account  of  the  re- 
volution, and  arrived  here  deftitute  of  property, 
but  was  kindly  received  by  Mr.  Talon,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  agricultural  purfuits  with  fpirit 
and  fuccefs.  10.  Mr.  Dupetitthouars,  an 
officer  of  the  navy,  who,  encouraged  by  the 
conftituent  affembly,  and  affifted  by  a fubfcrip- 
tion,  embarked  in  an  expedition  in  queft  of  Mr. 
de  la  Peroufe.  Fie  was  detained  on  the  coaft  of 
Brafil  by  the  governor  of  the  colony,  Fernando 
de  Noriguez,  and  fent  with  his  crew  to  Por- 
tugal, wherf  he  was  very  ill  treated  by  the  Por- 
tuguefe  government,  ftripped  of  all  his  property, 
and  only  efcaped  farther  perfection  by  fleeing 
to  America,  where  he  lives  free  and  happy, 
without  property,  yet  without  want.  He  is  em- 
ployed in  clearing  about  two  or  three  hundred 
acres  of  land,  which  have  been  prefented  to 
him.  His  fociable,  mild,  yet  truly  original  tem- 
per and  character,  are  fet  off  by  a noble  fimpli- 
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city  of  manners^.  u.  Mr.  Nores,  a young 
gentleman,  who  embarked  with  Mr.  Du  pet  it- 
tbouars,  and  efcaped  with  him  to  this  country. 
He  formerly  wore  the  petit  collet  f,  was  a pupil 
of  Mr.  de  la  Chapelle,  poffeffor  of  a fmall  pri- 
ory, and  now  earns  his  fubfiftence  by  cultivating 
the  ground.  12.  Mr.  Keating,  an  Irifhman, 
and  late  captain  of  the  regiment  of  Welfh.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  revolution  he  was  in  St. 
Domingo,  where  he  poffeffed  the  confidence  of 
all  parties,  but  refufed  the  mo  ft  tempting  offers 
of  the  commifiioners  of  the  affembly,  though 
his  fentiments  were  truly  democratic.  It  was 
his  choice  and  determination,  to  retire  to  Ame- 
rica without  a (hilling  in  his  pocket,  rather  than 
to  acquire  power  and  opulence  in  St.  Domingo 
by  violating  his  firft  oath.  He  is  a man  of  un- 
common  merit,  diftinguiftied  abilities,  extraor- 
dinary virtue,  and  invincible  difiiitereftednefs. 
Hi§  deportment  is  grave,  yet  affable.  His  ad- 
vice and  prudence  have  proved  extremely  fer- 
viceable  to  Mr.  Talon  in  every  department  of 

* Dupetitthouars  returned  afterwards  to  France,  ob- 
tained the  command  of  a (hip  of  the  line,  and  was  killed  in 
the  unfortunate  battle  off  the  mouth  of  the  Nile. — Tranjl . 

f The  petit  collet  (little  band)  was  formerly  a diftmguifh- 
ing  mark  of  the  fecular  clergy  in  France. — Tranjl. 

his: 
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his  bufinefs.  It  was  he  who  negociated  the 
late  arrangements  between  Melfrs.  Morris  and 
Nicholfon  ; and  it  may  be  juftly  faid,  that  the 
confidence,  which  his  uncommon  abilities  and 
virtue  infpire,  enables  him  to  adjuft  matters  of 
difpute  with  much  greater  facility  than  raoft 
other  perfons.  13.  Mr,  Renaud  and  family. 
He  is  a rich  merchant  of  St.  Domingo,  who  has 
juft  arrived  with  very  confiderable  property,  pre- 
ferved  from  th p wreck  of  an  immenfe  fortune. 

1 4.  Mr.  Carx.es,  a prieft  and  canon  of  Guern- 
fey,  who  retired  to  America  with  a fmall  for-> 
tune,  and  who  has  now  fettled  at  Afylum  ; he 
is  an  induftrious  and  much-refpeSed  firmer. 

15.  Mr.  Prevost,  a citizen  of  Paris,  celebrated 
there  for  his  benevolence ; he  was  a member  of 
all  benevolent  focieties,  treafurer  of  the  philan- 
thropic fociety,  and  retired  to  America  with 
fome  property,  a confiderable  part  of  which  he 
expended  on  a fettlement,  which  he  attempted 
to  eftablifti  on  the  banks  of  the  Sufq^ehannab, 
but  which  did  not  eventually  fucceed.  He  now 
cultivates  his  lot  of  ground  on  the  Loyalfock,  as 
if  his  whole  life  had  been  devoted  to  the  fame 
purfuit  ; and  the  cheerful  ferenitv  of  a gentle, 
candid,  philofophical  mind,  ftill  attends  him  in 
his  laborious  retreat.  His  wife  and  lifter- in- 
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law,  who  have  alfo  fettled  here,  fiiare  in  his 
tranquillity  and  his  happinefs.  16.  Madame 
d’AuTREMONT,  with  her  three  children.  She 
is  the  widow  of  a fteward  at  Paris.  T wo  of  her 
fons  are  grown  up  : one  was  a notary,  and  the 
other  a watch-maker  ; but  they  have  now  be- 
come hewers  of  wood,  and  tillers,  of  the  ground, 
and  fecure  by  their  zeal,  ipirit,  politenefs,  and 
unblemifhed  character,  the  fympathy  and  re- 
fpeft  of  every  feeling  mind. 

Some  families  of  artifans  are  alfo  eftablifhed 
at  Afylum  ; and  fuch  as  condudt  themfelves  pro- 
perly earn  great  wages.  This  cannot  be  faid  of 
the  greateft  part  of  them.  They  are,  in  gene- 
ral, very  indifferent  workmen,  and  much  ad- 
dicted to  drunkennefs.  In  time  they  will  be 
fuperfeded  by  more  valuable  men  ; and  Ame- 
rican families,  of  a better  defcription,  will  fettle 
here:  for  thofe,  who  refide  at  prefect  at  Afy- 
lurn,  are  icarcely  worth  keeping. 

One  of  the  greateft  impediments  to  the  prof- 
perity  of  this  fettlement  will  probably  arife  from 
the  prejudices  of  fome  Frenchmen  againft  the 
Americans,  unlefs  felf-intereft  and  reafon  fhould 
prove  the  means  of  removing  them.  Thefe  are 
frequently  manifefted  with  that  inconfiderate  le* 
yfty,  with  which  Frenchmen,  in  general,  de- 
cide 
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cide  on  things  and  perfons  of  the  greateft  mo- 
ment ; fome  of  them  vauntingly  declare,  that 
they  will  never  learn  the  language  of  the  coun- 
try, or  enter  into  coirverfation  with  an  Ameri- 
can, Whether  particular  fads  and  occurrences 
can  juftify  this  prejudice,  in  regard  to  individuals , 
I will  not  affirm ; but  certain  it  is,  that  they  can 
iiever  juftify  it  in  the  latitude  of  a general  opi- 
nion. A conduct  founded  on  fuch  prejudices 
would  prove  extremely  hurtful  to  the  interefts 
of  the  colony  ; the  progrefs  of  which  has  been 
already  retarded  by  fo  many  unavoidable  obfta- 
cles,  that  there  certainly  is  no  occafion  to  create 
new  ones,  by  purpofely  exciting  the  animofity 
of  a people,  among  whom  the  colony  has  been 
formed,  and  who,  in  the  judgment  of  every  im- 
partial man,  muft  be  confidered  as  in  a ftate  of 
lefs  degeneracy  than  many  European  nations. 
The  real  farmers,  who  refideat  Afylum,  live, 
upon  the  whole,  on  very  good  terms  with  each 
other ; being  duly  fenfible,  that  harmony  is  re~ 
quifite,  to  render  their  fituation  comfortable  and 
happy.  They  poftefs  no  confiderable  property, 
and  their  way  of  life  is  fimple.  Mr.  Talon  lives 
in  a manner  fomewhat  more  fplendid,  as  he  is 
obliged  to  maintain  a number  of  perfons,  to 
whom  his  afliftance  was  indifpenfable. 
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It  is  to  be  w ifbed  and  hoped,  that  the  whole 
fettlement  may  prove  ultimately  fuccefsfuL  A 
more  convenient  fpot  might,  doubtlefs,  have 
been  chofen.  But  not  to  mention,  that  all  ex. 
pojl faffio  judgments  are  unfair,  the  prefent  fitu-» 
ation  of  the  colony  appears  fo  advantageous,  as 
to  warrant  the  mod:  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
Indudrious  families,  however,  without  whom 
no  fettlement  can  profper,  mud  be  invited  to 
it;  for  it  mud  be  confidered,  that,  however  po- 
lifted  its  prefent  inhabitants  may  be,  the  gentle- 
man cannot  fo  eafily  difpenfe  with  the  affidance 
of  the  artid  and  the  hulbandman,  as  thefe  can 
with  that  of  the  gentleman. 

A fpeedy  adjudment  of  the  prefent  differences 
between  Connecticut  and  Pennfylvauia,  with 
refpeCt  to  the  edates  contiguous  to  the  lands  of 
Afylum,  would  alfo  prove  a defirable  and  for- 
tunate circumdance  for  this  colony.  None  but 
perfons  of  indifferent  character  are  willing  to 
fettle  on  ground,  the  title  to  which  remains  a 
matter  of  difpute.  Even  the  fmall  number  of 
colonids  we  found  between  Wilkibarre  and  Ti- 
oga are  by  no  means  praifeworthy  in  their  mo- 
rals ; and  they  are  poor,  lazy,  drunken,  quar- 
relfome,  and  extremely  negligent  in  the  culture 
cf.  their  lands.  The  valuable  emigrants  from 

New- 
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New-England,  from  the  eaftern  branch  of  the 
Sufquehannah,  who  fliould  be  encouraged  to 
fettle  here,  will  certainly  not  make  their  ap- 
pearance, till  they  can  be  fare  of  cultivating 
their  land  without  oppofition,  and  of  retaining 
the  undiflurbed  poffeffion  of  their  eftates.  It  is 
therefore  of  the  greateft  importance  to  the  com- 
pany of  Afylum,  that  this  weighty  bufinefs 
fhould  be  fpeedily  and  finally  adjufted.  When 
that  is  accomplifhed,  the  company  will  doubt- 
lefs  embrace  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  advertif- 
ing  the  whole  million  of  acres  ; they  will  en- 
deavour to  combine  feparate  eftates  with  each 
! other,  by  purchafing  the  intervening  lands ; they 
will  make  public  their  right  of  property,  pur- 

I file  a well  concerted  general  plan,  execute  it 
with  the  requifite  care  and  difpatch,  and  make 
the  neeeffary  facrifices.  They  will  perceive  how 
advantageous  and  important  it  is,  to  place  Afy- 
lum, as  it  were,  in  full  activity,  by  conftrudHng 
the  roads  already  projected  and  commenced,  by 
eftabliflfing  a fchool,  by  inviting  induftrious  fet- 
tlers,  and  by  endeavouring  to  meliorate  the 
breeds  of  horfes  and  cattle  : in  ftiort,  by  en- 
couraging ufeful  eftablifhments  of  every  kind. 
A few  hundreds  of  dollars,  laid  out  here  pro- 
perly, would  produce  the  moft  confiderable  and 
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lafting  improvements.  In  fuch  cafes,  however? 
it  is  requifite  to  calculate  well,  that  we  may  ex- 
pend judicioufly.  By  prudent  and  liberal  mea- 
sures, the  profperity  of  this  French  colony,  and 
confequently  of  the  company,  would  be  effen- 
tially  infured  and  promoted.  And  when  this  fet- 
tlement  fliall  have  once  ripened  into  a fiouri th- 
ing ftate,  it  will  ferve  to  connedl  the  country, 
which  is  already  cultivated  along  the  banks  of 
the  river,  above  and  below  Afylum,  and  thus 
prove  a Source  of  animation  to  this  interefting 
part  of  Pennsylvania.  But  unlefs  adlive  and  ju- 
dicious meaSures  be  purfued,  Afylum  will  in- 
evitably Suffer  from  the  partial  inconveniences, 
which  attend  its  fituation,  and  from  the  errors 
committed  in  the  firft  formation  of  this  colony ; 
and  inftead  of  attaining  to  the  wifhed  for  prof- 
perity, it  muft,  on  the  contrary,  find  its  decline, 
if  not  downfal,  in  the  very  nature  of  its  efta- 
biifhment. 

Every  thing  in  this  fettlement,  at  prefent, 
appears  in  a precarious  condition.  The  price  of 
provifion  depends  on  a variety  of  fluctuating  cir- 
cumflances.  By  the  activity  and  prudence  of 
certain  individuals  the  town  is  abundantly  fup- 
plied  with  grain  and  meat,  and  this  honefl:  eco- 
nomy keeps  provifion  at  a moderate  price.  But 

men 
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men  of  a lefs  liberal  way  of  thinking  have  it 
alfo  in  their  power  to  occafion  fcarcity  of  the 
firfi:  neceffaries  of  life,  and  raife  their  price  to 
a rate  beyond  all  proportion  to  that  of  other 
commodities.  The  information,  which  I have 
been  able  to  collect,  relative  to  the  ftate  of  agri- 
culture, however  accurate  at  the  prefent  mo- 
ment, can  hardly  be  thought  fufficient  for  the 
direflion  of  a planter,  who  fhould  incline  to 
fettle  here  ; I fhall,  however,  lay  it  before  my 
readers,  fuch  as  it  is. 

The  land  behind  the  town  is  tolerably  good  ; 
but  that  on  the  banks  of  the  river  confifts  of 
excellent  meadows,  laid  out  by  families,  who 
fettled  here,  before  the  prefent  colonifts,  pro- 
ducing very  good  hay,  pretty  confiderable  in 
quantity,  and  they  are  capable  of  ftill  farther 
improvement.  The  foil  of  Loyalfock  is,  in  ge- 
neral, excellent.  Many  trees  grow  there,  which 
evince  its  goodnefs,  fuch  as,  the  white  Virgi- 
nian walnut-tree,  white  oak,  plane-tree,  fu gar- 
maple  and  hemlock-fir.  It  is  a . circumftance 
worthy  of  notice,  that  half-way  between  Loyal- 
fock and  Afylum,  common  oak,  which  in  the 
fields  about  the  latter  place  is  found  in  abun- 
dance, becomes  at  once  fo  fcarce,  that  not  two 
hundred  oak  trees  grow  iu  [the  whole  diftrift  of 
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Loyalfock,  which  contains  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  acres.  The  price  of  the  company’s 
land  is  at  prefent  two  dollars  and  half  per  acre ; 
very  little  however  is  fold.  That  of  the  town 
of  Afvlum  fetches  little  more ; although  there 
is  little  doubt,  that  the  price  will  rife  gradually 
to  ten  dollars.  The  land  contiguous  to  Afy*^ 
lum,  which  does  not  belong  to  the  company* 
being  at  prefent  in  an  unfettled  ftate  with  re- 
fpe£t  to  the  right  of  property,  this  circumftance 
renders  it  a very  undefirable  poffeffion  for  fuch 
fettlers,  as  do  not  wifh  to  expofe  themfelves  to 
the  danger  of  fubfequent  litigations,  and  con- 
fequently  to  being  difpoflefTed  of  their  purchafes., 
Hitherto  the  grain  appears  to  have  fuffered  but 
little  from  the  Heffian  fly  and  from  blights.  The 
winter  lafts  here  from  four  months  and  half  to 
five  months.  ' Agriculture  however  has  hitherto 
advanced  fo  (lowly,  that  the  cattle  fuffer  much 
during  that  feafon  from  want  of  fodder.  They 
are,  for  the  moft  part,  fed  with  turnips,  gourds, 
and  ftraw  of  Indian  corn.  Both  oxen  and  cows 
are  of  a very  indifferent  fort,  as  little  attention 
has  been  paid  to  the  breed  of  cattle  brought 
hither  by  the  fettlers.  Both  feed-time  and  har- 
veft  take  place  here  about  a fortnight  later  than 
in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia.  The  land  yields 

about 
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about  fifteen  or  twenty  bufhels  of  wheat,  fixty 
bufhels  of  Indian  corn,  and  three  tuns  of  hay 
per  acre.  The  foil  feems  naturally  better  adapted 
for  meadows  than  for  corn  land;  but  from  the 
little  trouble  attending  the  driving  of  the  cattle 
into  the  foreft,  the  produce  in  corn  is  rather  ap- 
parently great  than  fo  in  fail.  In  ploughing 
they  generally  employ  oxen,  which,  it  fhould 
be  obferved,  are  not  fubjedt  to  any  particular 
difeafe.  They  ai;e  at  times  driven  to  Philadel- 
phia ; and  the  country  people  frequently  adt  here 
with  fo  little  judgment,  as  even  to  fend  them 
two  hundred  miles  off,  when  they  might  obtain 
much  better  prices,  and  even  ready  money,  in 
the  neighbourhood.  The  bullocks,  which  are 
confumed  in  Afylum,  are  generally  brought 
from  the  back  fettlements,  but  it  is  frequently 
found  neceffary,  to  fend  thither  for  them.  They 
are  generally  plentiful  : the  uncommon  dura- 
tion of  the  la  ft  winter,  however,  proved  fo 
deftrudlive  to  the  cattle,  that  few  are  now  to 
be  feen,  and  a great  fcarcity  of  beef  prevails  at 
Afylum,  as  well  as  in  various  other  parts  of 
America. 

The  grain,  which  is  not  confumed  in  Afy- 
lum, finds  a market  in  Wilkfbarre,  and  is  trans- 
ported thither  on  the  river.  In  the  fame  man- 
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ner  all  kinds  of  merchandize  are  conveyed  from 
Philadelphia  to  Afylum.  They  are  carried  in. 
waggons  as  far  as  Harrilburg*  and  thence  fent 
in  barges  up  the  river.  The  freight  amounts* 
in  the  whole*  to  two  dollars  per  cwt.  The  fait 
comes  from  the  falt-houfes  at  Geneffee,  on  the 
lake  of  Ontario.  Flax  is  produced  in  the  coun- 
try about  Afylum ; and  the  foil  is  very  fit  for 
producing  crops  of  that  commodity.  Maple- 
fugar  is  made  here  in  great  abundance.  Each 
tree  is  computed  to  yield*  upon  an  average* 
from  two  pounds  and  half  to  three  a yean 
Melalfes  and  vinegar  are  alfo  prepared  here.  I 
have  feen  MefTrs.  De  Vilaine  and  Dandelot 
make  fugar  in  this  place*  which  much  furpaffes 
any  of  the  fame  kind,  that  has  hitherto  come 
under  my  obfervation.  A confiderable  quantity 
of  tar  is  alfo  made,  and  fold  for  four  dollars  per 
barrel*  containing  thirty-two  gallons.  Day-la- 
bourers are  paid  at  the  rate  of  five  {hillings  a 
day.  Mr.  de  Montule  employs  workmen  from 
the  eaflern  branch  of  the  river*  to  clear  his  land  ; 
to  thefe  he  pays  half  a dollar  a day,  befides  al- 
lowing them  their  victuals  ; the  overfeer  re- 
ceives a dollar  and  a third  per  day  ; thefe  peo- 
ple turn  out  to  be  very  good  workmen.  They 
are  eafily  procured*  when  employment  is  en- 
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fured  to  them  for  any  length  of  time  ; but  other- 
wife,  it  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  them.  The 
manufacture  of  potaffies  has  alfo  been  commen- 
ced at  Afylum  ; and  it  is  in  contemplation  to 
attempt  the  brewing  of  malt-liquor.  A corn- 
mill  and  a faw-mill  are  building  on  the  Loyal- 
fock. 

The  foregoing  is  a brief  {ketch  of  the  prefent 
ftate  of  this  interefting  fettlement,  which,  even 
a twelvemonth  hence,  will  no  longer  retain  its 
prefent  features.  To  judge  from  the  a&ual 
condition  of  the  probable  progrefs  and  duration 
of  this  infant  colony,  it  muft  either  rife  or  fall 
rapidly.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  want  of  fimi- 
Jarity  to  the  original  in  my  defcription,  which 
may  be  obfervable  next  year  in  the  colony,  will 
arife  from  its  rapid  progrefs  towards  maturity  ; 
and  this  hope  is  grounded  on  probable  appear- 
ances, 

Tuefday,  the  2d  of  June , 

On  our  arrival  at  Afylum,  it  was  not  our  in- 
tention to  have  flopped  more  than  four  days  in 
that  place,  But  the  pleafure  of  meeting  with 
Mr.  and  Madame  de  Blacons,  a defire  to  obtain 
a thorough  knowledge  of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  colony,  as  well  as  of  its  profpe&s  of  future 
Vox,.  L N improvement ; 
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improvement ; and  the  cordial  reception  we  ex- 
perienced  from  all  its  inhabitants,  induced  us  to 
add  four  days  to  our  flay  ; and,  in  the  whole, 
we  flopped  twelve  days.  On  Tuefday,  the  2d  of 
June,  we  at  length  took  our  departure.  Meffrs, 
De  Blacons  and  Dupetitthouars  joined  our  cara- 
van ; the  latter,  who  travelled  on  foot,  had  fet 
out  the  preceding  evening.  The  road  from  Afy- 
lum  to  Tioga  leads,  like  the  reft,  through  con- 
tinued woods.  We  preferred  that  on  the  right 
bank  ; as  we  fhould  then  be  obliged  to  crofs  the 
river  only  once.  The  road  is  in  fome  places  ex- 
ceffively  miry  and  ftony,  although  in  others  it 
is  very  good.  On  the  whole  it  may  be  called 
tolerable,  yet  it  is  often  difficult  to  be  found. 
It  affords  but  few  ftriking  profpefls.  The  Suf- 
quehannah,  which  we  met  with  but  once,  dur- 
ing our  whole  journey,  flows  conftantly  be- 
tween twro  chains  of  mountains,  which  feem  to. 
encroach  upon  its  channel,  but  from  time  to 
time  open  into  vallies  more  or  lefs  deep,  but 
never  very  extenfive. 

We  flopped  at  Solomon  Teasy’s,  to  reft 
our  horfes.  This  planter  occupies  an  eftate  of 
five  hundred  acres,  only  thirty  of  which  are  yet 
cleared,  and  which  belongs  to  the  village  of 
Old  Sheftiequen.  Its  owner  arrived  here  about 
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five  years  ago,  from  the  county  of  Orange,  in 
the  ftate  of  New  York  ; but  he  now  intends  to 
fettle  in  Geneffee ; and,  confequently,  wifhes 
to  difpofe  of  his  plantation,  which  he  holds 
from  the  ftate  of  Connecticut;  the  price  he  de- 
mands is  five  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars,  that  is  to  fay,  about  ten  dollars  and 
three-fourths  per  acre.  Another  landholder,  at 
whofe  houfe  we  flopped  to  procure  directions 
about  the  road,  intimated  to  us  a fimilar  defign, 
as  he  miftook  us  for  land-jobbers.4  His  planta- 
tion con  lifted  of  three  hundred  acres,  fixty  of 
which  were  cleared,  with  a corn  and  a faw-mill; 
which  he  eftimated  at  one  thoufand  three  hun- 
dred dollars.  He  afked  for  the  whole  eftate 
two  thoufand  fix  hundred  dollars,  which  is  tan- 
tamount to  eight  dollars  and  half  per  acre.  The 
ftate  of  agriculture  is  no  better  here  than  in  the 
other  parts  of  Pennfylvania,  and  even  worfe 
than  in  many  of  them,  all  the  plantations  being 
yet  in  that  infant  ftate,  where  the  foil  yields 
rich  crops  without  cultivation.  The  fettlers 
too  are  doubtful  whether  their  rights  to  their 
pofieffions  will  be  confirmed,  have  much  bufi- 
nefs  upon  their  hands,  and  are  in  general  little 
able  to  advance  money  for  the  improvement  of 
their  lands,  fo  that  they  hardly  give  themfelves 
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the  trouble  even  to  plough  up  the  ground.  For 
this  purpofe  they  make  ufe  of  oxen,  the  me- 
dium price  of  a yoke  of  which  is  feventy  dol- 
lars. Wheat  commonly  fells  for  one  dollar  a 
buffiel,  rye  for  four  (hillings,  and  oats  from  two 
(hillings  and  fix-pence  to  three  (hillings.  There 
are  two  fchools  in  the  neighbouring  country, 
which  are  both  kept  by  women,  who  teach 
needle- work  and  reading.  To  learn  to  read  is, 
therefore,  the  only  inftruftion,  which  boys  can 
obtain  here.  ‘Thefe  fchools  are  maintained  folely 
by  the  fee  of  five  (hillings  a quarter  paid  by  each 
fcholar.  They  are  evidently  inefficient,  yet 
they  are  fchools  ; and  thefe  are  yet  very  rare  in 
Pennfylvania. 

No  place  has  been  hitherto  fet  apart  here  for 
religious  worffiip.  They,  who  defire  to  perform 
this,  afifemble  in  private  houfes,  and  engage  a 
preacher  for  a yearly  (alary,  which,  however,  is 
very  fmalh  Families  of  methodifts  conftitute 
the  principal  part  of  the  inhabitants. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  river  (lands  New 
Sheffiequen,  a fmall  neat  town,  containing  about 
twelve  houfes,  which  are  built  either  of  rough 
logs  or  boards.  It  is  feated  in  a very  pleafant 
plain.  Thejuftice  of  the  peace,  the  furgeon, 
and  the  paftor  of  the  neighbouring  country,  re- 
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fide  in  this  place.  It  contains  (hops,  in  fliort  all 
thofe  things  which  are  found  only  in  a principal 
town. 

The  road  from  Old  Shefhequen  to  Tioga, 
which  had  been  reprefen  ted  to  us  as  a very  bad 
one,  proved,  on  the  contrary,  very  good.  Here 
the  farm-houfes  lie  clofer  to  each  other.  Near 
Tioga,  the  river  of  the  fame  name  difcharges 
itfelfinto  the  Sufquehannah.  The  fite  of  the 
town,  or  rather  of  the  eight  or  ten  houfes  which 
are  fo  called,  is  about  two  miles  diftant  from  the 
confluence  of  the  two  rivers,  and  very  pleafant. 
The  mountains,  which  form  the  banks  of  the 
Sufquehannah,  do  not  lie  fo  clofe  together,  as 
in  any  other  part  of  its  courfe  that  we  have  yet 
feen.  The  country  behind  Tioga  defcends  into 
a plain  of  upwards  of  three  miles  in  extent. 
The  foil  is  good  ; and,  from  the  fituation  of  the 
town,  it  is  likely  to  acquire  fome  importance  in 
time,  when  the  land  on  both  fides  of  the  river 
flrall  become  cultivated  and  populous.  There  is 
not  one  fpring,  however,  to  be  found  either  on 
the  fpot  where  the  town  ftands,  or  in  its  vici- 
nity, fo  that  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  either 
to  fink  wells,  or  to  fetch  water  from  the  river ; 
and,  in  either  cafe,  the  water  is  far  from  being 
good.  The  price  of  land,  in  the  neighbourhood 
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of  the  town,  is  eight  dollars  per  acre,  when, 
out  of  three  hundred  acres,  to  the  proportion, 
of  fifty  or  fixty  are  already  cleared  of  wood. 
The  town-fhares  are  fixteen  yards  in  breadth 
by  fifty  in  depth,  and  coft  twenty  dollars.  The 
price  of  wheat  is  feven  fhillings  and  fix-pence 
per  bufhel,  rye  fells  for  fix  fhillings  a bufhel, 
and  oats  from  three  to  four  fhillings.  Some 
venifon  excepted,  which  at  times  comes  to  mar- 
ket, no  frefh  meat  has  been  feen  at  Tioga  fince 
laft  autumn.  The  merchants  of  the  place  carry 
on  an  inconfiderable  trade  in  hemp,  which  they 
get  from  the  upper  parts  of  the  river,  and  fend 
to  Philadelphia  by  Middle  Town.  We  were  in- 
formed, that  the  (hops  at  Afylurn  prove  very 
hurtful  to  the  trade  of  Tioga,  a complaint  which 
gave  our  fellow-traveller,  who  keeps  a fhop  in 
Afylurn,  no  fmall  fatisfadtion. 

Laft  year  there  were  three  inns  in  Tioga, 
but,  at  this  time,  it  contains  but  one  ; we  found 
it  crowded  with  travellers  from  the  Jerfeys, 
Pennfylvania,  and  New  York,  who  intended  to 
fettle  on  the  lakes.  After  a fcanly  fupper,  we 
were  all  obliged  to  take  up  with  two  beds  ; 
more  were  not  to  be  obtained  on  any  terms. 
The  fheets,  which  had  already  ferved  three  or 
four  other  travellers,  were,,  according  to  the 
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landlady’s  account,  very  clean  ; and  fo  indeed 
they  are  called,  in  all  the  American  inns,  when 
they  are  in  fa£t  totally  unfit  for  ufe.  Yet,  on 
the  other  hand,  we  enjoyed  the  fpecial  favour  of 
! being  permitted  to  lie  down  in  boots,  as  thofe. 
of  our  party  really  did,  who,  like  myfelf,  pre- 
ferred taking  their  repofe  on  the  ground,  wrap- 
ped up  in  a blanket. 

• Wednesday , the  ^d  of  June . 

i 

Our  company  con  lifted,  as  I have  already 
mentioned,  of  four  perfons,  one  of  whom  (Mr. 
i Dupetitthouars)  travelled  on  foot,  but  whom 
; we  had  promifed  to  relieve  occafionally  by  walk- 
ing in  rotation  part  of  the  way. 

Near  Tioga  we  turned  from  the  river  Suf- 
quehannah,  along  the  banks  of  which  we  had 
travelled  near  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and 
yet  the  fource  of  that  branch  which  we  quitted 
is  diftant  two  hundred  miles  ftili  farther  inland  ; 
it  rifes  near  the  Mohawk’s  river.  The  Sufque- 
hannah,  throughout  its  courfe,  ferves  to  open 
up  an  extenfive  country  of  rich  fertile  foil,  and 
which  is  likely  to  acquire  an  increafing  im- 
portance from  its  navigation,  that  extends  as 
far  as  to  the  Chefapeak.  It  is  an  unfavourable 
eircumftance,  however,  that  its  courfe  is  fo  fre- 
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quently  broken  by  rapids,  which,  even  at  high 
water,  cannot  be  paffed  without  danger  by  final! 
veffels.  It  is  in  fuch  fmall  veffels,  or  on  rafts, 
conftrufted  of  trunks  of  trees  covered  with 
boards,  that  cargoes  of  provifion,  &c.,  are  at 
prefent  tranfported.  Thefe  rafts,  which  draw 
but  little  water  in  proportion  to  the  breadth  and 
extent  of  their  furface,  are  moftly  laden  with 
provilion  for  the  lower  country.  The  naviga- 
tion of  thefe  rafts  and  veffels  is  fometimes  im- 
peded by  obftacles  infurmountable  ; they  are 
many  times  (hattered  from  being  dafhed  on  the 
banks  or  fhallows,  and  often  beaten  entirely  to 
pieces.  The  number  of  men,  and  efpecially  of 
veffels,  thus  wrecked  and  loft,  is  very  confider- 
able. 

At  the  diftance  of  four  miles  from  Tioga,  the 
ftate  of  Pennfylvania  borders  upon  New  York, 
and  here  begins  a new  ftandard  of  coinage.  A 
dollar,  w'hich  in  Pennfylvania  is  worth  only 
feven  (hillings  and  (ixpence,  is  here,  with  greater 
convenience  and  propriety,  divided  into  eight 
(hillings. 

Near  the  confines  of  Pennfylvania  a moun- 
tain rifes  from  the  bank  of  the  river  Tioga,  in 
the  (hape  of  a fugar-loaf,  upon  which  are  feen 
the  remains  of  fome  entrenchments  ; thefe  the 
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inhabitants  call  the  Spanijh  rampart , but  I ra- 
ther judge  them  to  have  been  thrown  up  againft 
the  Indians  in  the  times  of  Mr.  de  Mouville. 
One  perpendicular  breaft-work  is  yet  remain- 
ing, which,  though  covered  over  with  grafs  and 
bufties,  plainly  indicates,  that  a parapet  and  a 
ditch  have  been  conftru&ed  here. 

We  flopped  to  breakfaft  about  ten  miles  from 
Tioga,  at  the  houfijj  of  one  Mr.  Warren,  a 
landholder,  who  fettled  here  four  years  ago. 
His  eftate  along  the  river  confifts  of  three  hun- 
dred and  feventy  acres  of  land,  fifty  of  which 
only  are  cleared  ; the  reft  are  ftony,  hilly,  and 
poor.  The  price  of  wheat  is  one  dollar,  oats 
three  fhillings  and  fix-pence,  and  rye  five  {hil- 
lings per  buftiel.  The  cultivated  land  lies  moftly 
in  grafs.  Thefe  meadows,  which  are  fown  with 
timothy-grafs,  and  white  clover,  are  ufed  as 
fuch  for  three  or  four  years.  They  are  then 
broken  up,  fown  with  wheat,  and  ufed  again 
as  grafs  land.  Mr.  Warren,  it  feems,  never 
fows  oats  among  the  clover.  His  flock  ap- 
peared to  be  in  very  good  order;  the  fheep  were 
tolerably  good  ; at  the  (hearing  time  the  wool 
weighs  from  four  to  five  pounds  a fleece ; its 
medium  price  is  four  {hillings  per  pound.  This 
planter,  only  three  years  ago,  paid  nine  hundred 
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dollars  for  this  efrate,  and  he  now  afks  tvvo 
thoufand  five  hundred  dollars  for  it. 

There  is  no  fchool  kept  in  the  neighbouring 
country,  except  in  the  winter  months,  when 
every  fcholar  pays  a dollar  per  quarter. 

The  road  from  Tioga  to  Painted  Poft  lies  for 
the  moft  part  along  the  bank  of  the  river  Tioga, 
which  is  here  about  as  broad  as  the  mouth  of 
the  Oife.  Its  water  is  very  clear.  The  flream 
is  rapid,  and  the  country  in  general,  through 
which  it  flows,  is  more  open  and  pleafant  than 
that  watered  by  the  Sufquehannah. 

We  dined  at  New  Town,  which  has  not 
been  built  more  than  feven  years,  and  is  fituate 
on  the  banks  of  the  Tioga.  Before  the  build-  * 
ing  of  this  town  the  Indians'  were  in  poflefiion 
of  the  territory.  This  place  is,  at  prefent,  the 
chief  town  of  the  county  of  Tioga.  The  dif- 
tridl  of  New  Town  contains  twenty  thoufand 
acres  of  land,  fold  originally  for  eighteen  pence 
the  acre,  which  now  fells  for  five  or  fix  dol- 
lars, and  in  fome  places  from  twenty-four  to 
twenty-fix  dollars.  The  foil  near  the  river  is 
remarkably  good.  The  plain  in  which  New 
Town  Hands  is  large,  and  covered  with  mea- 
dows. In  the  other  parts  of  the  twenty  thou- 
fand acres  but  very  little  wood  has  hitherto 
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been  cut  down,  although  we  were  affured,  that 
new  fettlers  are  continually  pouring  in.  The 
whole  town  confifls  of  about  fifteen  houfes,  moft 
of  them  being  either  inns  or  fhops. 

In  New  Town  we  met  with  Colonel  Sr  ar- 
ret, and  we  accompanied  him  to  his  own 
houfe,  which  is  eight  miles  diflant  from  the 
town.  He  is  an  Irifhman  by  birth,  but  has  been 
for  many  years  a refident  of  America  ; he  has  a 
plantation  of  about  thirteen  hundred  acres,  only 
one  hundred  of  which  have  been  hitherto  fen- 
dered  fit  for  cultivation.  Six  hundred  were 
cleared  of  wood  by  the  Indians,  who  quitted 
this  part  of  the  country  only  five  years  ago.  He 
has  lived  here  feven  years,  during  two  of  which 
he  was  entirely  furrounded  with  Indians  ; he  af- 
fured us,  however,  that  he  had  no  reafon  to 
complain  of  them  as  neighbours.  The  Indians 
•burn  the  trees  down  to  the  flumps,  when  they 
clear  any  ground  ; but  although  the  former  are 
thereby  defrayed,  the  flumps  which  remain 
mufl  be  rooted  out,  before  the  foil  can  be  cul- 
tivated. The  Colonel’s  eflate  is  apparently  un- 
der good  management.  He  affured  us,  that  his 
land  is  much  fuperior  to  any  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ; that  it  yields  forty  bufhels  of  wheat,  and 
as  much  Indian  corn  annually ; and  that  his 
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meadows  produce  two  tuns  of  hay  per  acre.  He 
ploughs  with  oxen,  which  are  of  a very  good 
fort.  According  to  his  account,  he  ploughs 
deeper  than  we  have  obferved  any  where  elfe 
in  America,  making  ufe  of  ploughs  of  various 
conftruftions.  He  keeps  no  (heep,  on  account 
of  the  wolves,  which  are  faid  to  be  very  nume- 
rous in  this  part  of  the  country,  it  having  been 
but  lately  cleared.  He  has  a beautiful  breed  of 
cows,  and  a fine  looking  young  bull,  produced 
from  a cow,  which  he  bought  of  ’Squire  Wal- 
lis, on  the  eaftern  arm  of  the  Sufquehannah  ; 
it  is  of  the  Engliffi  breed.  The  cow,  big  with 
calf,  coft  him  thirty-two  dollars  ; he  rears  his 
calves,  and  does  not  fell  them®  The  winter 
commonly  lafts  here  fix  months  ; during  which 
time  his  cows  and  oxen  are  kept  in  the  (table. 
He  depolits  his  turnips,  which  he  gathers  in 
autumn,  under  ground,  and  feeds  his  cattle  with 
them,  as  well  as  with  Indian  corn  and  hay. 


try  is  one  dollar,  rye  five  (hillings,  and  oats  three 
(hillings  per  bufhel.  It  is  difficult  to  procure 
workmen  hereabouts.  Mr.  Starret  pays  them 
after  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  day,  exclufive  of 
vidtuals.  He  has  two  d i (filler ies,  one  upon  the 
eftate,  and  another  in  New  Town;  in  both 

together 
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together  he  diftils  about  two  thoufand  gallons 
of  whifky  in  a year.  Mr.  Starret  affured  us, 
that  a bufhel  of  rye  yields,  in  his  diftilleries, 
only  from  two  to  two  gallons  and  a half  of 
whifky  ; and  that  the  fpirit  is  not  good,  if  a 
larger  quantity  be  diftilled  from  a bufhel.  He 
fells  his  whifky  for  one  dollar  per  gallon,  while, 
according  to  the  beft  information  we  have  hither- 
to been  able  to  collect,  whifky,  three  gallons  of 
which  are  obtained  from  a bufhel,  cofts  but  five 
fhillings.  From  what  we  have  fince  heard  of 
this  planter,  it  is  probable,  that  his  account  is 
greatly  exaggerated,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtain- 
ing a higher  price  for  his  whifky.  The  work- 
men, employed  in  his  diftilleries,  receive  one 
hundred  and  ninety  dollars  per  annum . The  Co- 
lonel told  us,  that  he  propofed  to  fell  his  eftate ; 
that  he  has  refufed  ten  thoufand  dollars  for  it, 
and  that  he  means  to  refide  for  the  future  in 
New  Town  ; he  hinted,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
he  is  very  rich.  The  fame  evening  we  learned 
from  ’Squire  Mac-Cqrnick,  that  this  pre- 
tended Colonel  is  an  impoftor ; that  he  pur- 
chafed  his  eftate,  which  he  told  us  he  had 
bought  from  the  ftate  of  New  York  for  eigh- 
teen pence  per  acre,  of  a private  gentleman,  at 
the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre  ; that  he  has  not 
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yet  paid  the  purchafe  money  ; and  that  he  will 
probably  be  compelled  to  quit  the  eftate,  unlefs 
he  finds  means  to  di (charge  the  debt  within  the 
Ihort  time  ft  ill  allowed  him.  This  man,  who 
to  all  appearance  was  fo  free-hearted  and  kind,  is 
at  the  bottom,  a mere  fwindler ; or,  at  leaft,  he 
fuppofed  we  had  a defign  to  purchafe  land,  and 
wifhed  to  fell  us  fome  at  an  exorbitant  price. 

"Squire  Mac-Cornick,  with  whom  we  took 
up  our  quarters  for  the  night,  is  a farmer,  and 
keeps,  at  the  fame  time,  an  inn,  but  one  of 
that  defcription,  which  affords  neither  hay  for 
horfes,  nor  food  for  travellers,  and  fcarcely  even  j 
a bed.  The  horfes  were  turned  out  on  the  grafs.  1 
Our  fupper  confided  of  rufty  bacon  and  coffee  ; 
and  we  were  all  four  obliged  to  fleep  in  two 
beds,  which  belonged  to  the  family.  The  fheets 
had  already  ferved  them  fome  time,  and  it  ap- 
pears were  to  ferve  them  ftill  longer.  Mr.  de 
Blacons  and  myfelf  took  poffefiion  of  that  of 
the  landlord.  Though  completely  dreffed,  we 
could  not  lie  down  without  extreme  reluctance; 
our  wearinefs,  however,  overcame  our  double 
averfion  to  fleep  together,  and  between  fuch 
fheets. 

Supper- time  was,  as  ufual,  fpent  in  mutual 
enquiries.  We  learned,  that  ’Squire  Mac-Cor- 
nick , 
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nick  purchafed  his  eftate,  four  years  ago,  of  Meflu 
Phelps  and  Gorham  for  ten  fhillings  and  fix- 
pence  per  acre ; that  he  would  not  fell  it  now  for 
three  dollars  ; that  he  poffefies  about  three  thou- 
fand  acres,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  which  are 
cultivated,  exclufive  of  forty  others,  which  have 
been  cleared  by  the  Indians.  His  land  yields  about 
thirty  bufheis  of  wheat,  fifty  bufhels  of  Indian 
corn,  and  four  hundred  bufhels  of  potatoes,  per 
acre.  He  keeps  about  forty  or  fifty  flheep,  of  a 
middling  fort,,  and  but  common  wool.  He  ap- 
pears duly  fenfible  of  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived from  a good  flock,  and  accordingly  he 
values  them  higher,  than  any  American  that  has 
hitherto  fallen  within  my  obfervation.  Pie  keeps 
twenty- three  cows,  which  look  tolerably  well, 
a bull  of  a very  indifferent  breed,  and  two  yokes 
of  very  fine  oxen  ; he  has  refilled  one  hundred 
dollars  for  a yoke.  The  wolves  have  already 
d.eftroyed  fome  of  his  fheep.  To  prevent  a re- 
petition of  fuch  accidents,  he  now  keeps  feveral 
large  bull-dogs,  and  caufes  the  flock  to  be  folded 
every  night  ; neither  is  he  deterred,  by  the  da- 
mage he  has  fuftained,  from  increafing  the  num- 
ber of  his  fheep.  ’Squire  Mac-Cornick  has  lived 
here  for  fo  fhort  a time,  that,  though  a very  in- 
telligent man3  he  could  not  ftate  with  any  de« 
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gree  of  accuracy  the  ufual  expences  of  houfe- 
keeping.  His  father  was  an  Irifhman  ; but  he 
himfelf  was  born  in  Pennfylvania,  and  has  tra- 
velled in  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  France, 
and  Switzerland.  He  held,  at  leaf!  according  to 
hvis  own  account,  a commiffion  in  the  Englifh 
fervice  ; but  he  did  not  name  the  regiment  in 
which  he  ferved.  He  is  an  entertaining  man, 
who  appears  to  underftand  thoroughly  what  he 
is  about;  is  very  converfable,  civil,  and  modeft, 
and  expreffes  himfelf  with  judgment,  and  often 
indeed  with  elegance.  He  feems  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  laws  and  interefts  of  his  country, 
and  is  the  father  of  a numerous  family,  from 
whpfe  affiftance  in  his  labours  he  is  now  begin- 
ning to  reap  fome  advantage. 

The  price  of  every  thing,  except  corn,  is 
much  higher  here,  than  at  Afylum,  Tioga,  or 
even  New  Town,  chiefly  from  the  expenfivenefs 
of  carriage.  This  was  at  leaft  the  reafon  afligned 
by  ’Squire  Mac-Cornick  for  the  high  amount 
of  his  bill,  which  feemed  to  bear  no  kind  of 
proportion  to  the  compulfory  frugality  of  our  en- 
tertainment. 

The  ftate  of  New  York  impofes  no  taxes,  to 
defray  the  expences  of  its  government  : property 
is  taxed  only  to  pay  the  expences  of  the  county 

and 
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and  diftrift.  Neither  the  land,  which  is  ft  ill 
covered  with  wood,  nor  that  which  has  lately 
been  cleared,  is  required  to  pay  any.  It  is  only 
the  land,  that  has  been  cultivated  for  a confider- 
able  time,  that  is  liable  to  taxation.  The  county 
taxes  are  raifed  upon  horfes,  oxen,  in  ftiort,  upon 
the  whole  live  ftock  of  the  farm.  All  thefe 
different  fpecies  of  property  are  valued  by  over- 
feers,  and  taxed  by  affeftbrs,  in  proportion  to  the 
pecuniary  demands  of  the  county.  Thefe  taxes, 
of  which  I ftiall  have  an  opportunity  hereafter  to 
j give  a more  particular  account,  are  all  laid  very 
f low.  'Squire  Mac-Cornick  paid  for  the  whole 
of  his  taxes  laftyear  only  four  dollars  and  a half. 

The  laws  of  the  ftate  of  New  York  have 
eftablifhed  poor-rates  for  fuch  diftridfs  as  con- 
tain paupers  ; but  there  are  very  few  of  that  de- 
fer ipt  ion  to  be  found  in  this  new  country.  The 
habitation  of ’Squire  Mac-Cornick  appertains  to 
the  county  of  Ontario  ; and  here  this  tax  is  ralft^ 
ed,  but  not  in  the  county  of  Tioga.  The  ex- 
pence of  building  prifons,  feflions-houfes,  &c. 
is  defrayed  by  the  fubfeription  of  individuals. 
The  fchools  lie  at  confiderable  diftances  from 
one  another,  and  are  kept  only  in  winter  ; their 
charge  is  one  dollar  a quarter  for  each  fcholan 
Vol.  I.  O Read- 
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Reading  and  writing  are  taught  in  the  fchools, 
but  in  thefe  thinly  inhabited  forefts  the  inftruft- 
ors  are,  in  general,  ignorant,  and  extremely  in- 
dolent. No  church  has  yet  been  built  here ; 
people  of  all  religious  perfuafions  live  in  this 
country,  and  all  feem  to  be  little  folicitous  about 
religious  matters,  whatever  be  the  particular  fe£t 
to  which  they  belong. 

On  our  way  from  Newtown,  efpecially  be- 
tween Starr et’s  and  Mac-Cornick’s  habitations, 
the  foil  is  good  ; and,  where  it  is  not  yet  cleared, 
is  covered  with  oaks  and  fine  pines.  A great 
part  however  has  been  cleared  by  the  Indians, 
and  produces  excellent  grafs. 

From  Mac-Cornick9s  houfe  to  Painted  Poft 
the  foil  continues  the  fame  ; but  the  dwellings 
are  fo  thinly  fcattered,  that  you  may  travel 
twelve  miles  through  the  foreft,  without  find- 
ing a fingle  houfe.  The  country,  being  flat,  is 
expofed  to  inundation,  whenever  the  creeks  and 
the  river  Tioga  overflow.  In  the  month  of  De- 
cember, la  ft  year  (1794),  the  water  rofe  to  an 
unprecedented  height,  namely,  from  fifteen  to 
nineteen  feet  above  the  ufual  level.  Captain 
Starber,  who  keeps  an  inn  at  Painted  Poft, 
reported  this  circumftance  to  me  as  an  unquef- 
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t ion  able  fa£t.  He  could  eafily  meafure  the  riling 
of  the  water  in  his  well.  This  extraordinary  in- 
undation fwept  away  a great  number  of  fences. 

Thurfday , t he  4th  of  June. 

We  breakfafted  af  Painted  Poft,  fix  miles  from 
the  place  at  which  we  had  palled  the  night.  It 
is  the  principal  town  of  the  diftridt,  and  derives 
its  name  from  a poft,  hewn  and  painted  by  the 
Indians,  the  ftump  of  which  is  yet  left  {landing. 
The  firft  inhabitants  fettled  here  only  four  years 
ago.  The  whole  town  at  prelent  confifts  of  ten 
or  twelve  fmall  houfes.  The  land  here  has  alfo 
been  parcelled  out  and  fold  by  the  ftate  of  New 
York.  The  foil  is  good,  efpecially  near  the 
town,  where  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  dollars  are 
the  common  price  for  an  acre.  The  woods  are 
full  of  rofe-bufhes,  apple  and  plumb  trees,  and 
bilberries.  There  are  however  but  few  fugar- 
maple  trees.  The  price  of  this  fugar  at  the  be* 
ginning  of  laft  fpring  was  one  {hilling  per  pound. 
Wheat  fells  for  feven  (hillings  a buftiel ; Indian 
corn  for  four  ; oats,  three  ; rye  for  eleven  flail* 
lings  and  fix-pence;  and  hay  for  three  pounds  a 
tun;  although  very  little  of  this  laft  article  is 
fold,  and  that  only  in  the  depth  of  winter.  A 
cow  cofts  from  eighteen  to  twenty- five  dollars  ; 
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a yoke  of  oxen  feventy-five  dollars;  fheep  from 
fixteen  to  twenty  (hillings,  and  wool  four  (hil- 
lings a pound.  Labourers5  wages  are  from  four 
to  fix  (hillings  a day,  and  ten  dollars  a month 
without  victuals.  Maid  fervants  earn  about  fix 
(hillings  a week.  The  quantity  of  uncultivated 
land  is  very  confiderable  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try, though  numbers  of  emigrants,  as  we  were 
told,  are  conftantly  coming  from  all  parts  to  fet- 
tle here.  On  our  journey  from  Painted  Poll:  to 
Bath  we  met  feveral  families,  who  had  quitted 
their  former  habitations  in  queft  of  new  ones* 
Thefe  tranfmigrations  are  generally  removals 
from  an  old  into  a new"  country.  The  attach- 
ment to  local  property  is  yet  but  little  known 
among  the  Americans.  The  foil,  on  which  they 
were  born,  nay  that  which  they  have  themfelves 
rendered  fit  for  cultivation,  is  valued  by  them  lit- 
tle more  than  any  other.  Every  where  they  live 
in  a fimple  and  frugal  manner ; their  friendly 
connexions  alfo  aremoftly  confined  to  their  own 
families,  which  move  about  with  them.  Every 
where  they  can  procure  whifky  and  fait  pork. 
They  even  experience  a real  pleafure  in  clearing 
the  ground  and  rendering  it  fit  for  cultivation, 
independently  of  the  profits  they  make  when 
they  leave  their  eftates,  either  altogether  in  a 
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ftate  of  cultivation,  or  at  leaft  partly  fo,  to  pur- 
chafe  another,  yet  covered  with  wood,  and  fome 
hundred  miles  farther  inland.  Among  the  many 
emigrants  we  met  this  day,  there  were  a great 
number  of  perfons  who  came  from  Niagara, 
fituate  in  the  Englilh  dominions,  and  were  tra- 
velling to  South  Carolina.  They  were  origi- 
nally Pennlylvanians,  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Pittlburg,  who,  allured  by  the  promife  of  Go- 
vernor Simco£,  that  they  fhould  have  lands 
gratis , belonging  to  the  King  of  England,  and 
alfo  be  affifled  for  fome  time  in  their  labours, 
quitted  their  former  places  of  refidence,  but  did 
not  find  their  new  fituation  fo  comfortable  as 
they  had  been  led  to  expert.*  Being  alfo  vifited 
by  the  fever,  they  forfook  their  fettlements,  ap- 
parently much  exafperated  at  the  expence  and 
labour  they  had  ufelefsly  bellowed  on  them. 

The  road  from  Painted  Poft  to  Bath,  leads, 
like  that  we  have  paffed,  through  the  midft  of 
forefts,  up  and  down  hill,  particularly  after  pall- 
ing the  creek  of  Connefteon,  which  flows  into 
the  river  Tioga,  near  Painted  Poll.  This  road, 

# By  the  treaty  of  1794  Niagara  was  to  be  ceded  to  the 
l^ate  of  New  York,  which  it  was  in  1796.  Hence,  proba- 
bly, we  may  account  for  the  difappointment  of  the  fettlers. 
Tranjlator . 
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as  it  is  called,  which  was  made  by  Captain  Wit.** 
liamsoNj  with  a defign  to  open  a communi- 
cation between  his  eftate  and  the  eaftern  arm  of 
the  Sufquehannah,is  in  fact  nothing  but  a ftraight 
line  cut  through  the  wood.  The  felled  trees  are,, 
indeed,  for  the  moft  part  removed,  but  the  roots 
remain,  and  make  the  road  very  bad,  miry,  and 
deep  ; fo  that  in  the  middle  of  June,  the  drieft 
feafon  of  the  year,  a horfe  cannot  travel  it  with- 
out difficulty.  At  the  diftance  of  a mile  and  a 
half  from  Bath  is  a fmall  lake  about  two  miles 
in  circumference.  The  lake  itfelf  lies  within 
the  foreft,  but  clofe  behind  it  are  the  mar  flies, 
which  reach  as  far  as  Bath,  the  chief  place  of  the 
fettlement  of  Captain  Williamfon  (of  whom  I 
fhall  have  occafion  prefently  to  fpeak)  and  where 
he  generally  refides.  The  Captain  was  abfent 
in  Canandaqua,  where  he  prefided  as  a judge  at 
the  feffions,  but  was  expefted  to  return  hither 
in  two  days  time.  To  make  an  acquaintance 
with  this  gentleman,  was  an  important  objedl  to 
us  ; we  accordingly  arranged  our  plan  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  prevent  his  efcaping  us.  We, 
therefore,  refolved  to  make  an  excqrfion  to  the 
fmall  lakes,  and  to  return  to  Bath  in  three  days* 
when  we  fhould  be  fure  to  find  the  Captain  at 
home, 

Friday -3 
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Friday , the  5 th  of  June. 

Wc  fet  out  without  any  baggage,  as  Mr. 
Guillemard  hit  upon  the  benevolent  idea  of  leav- 
ing his  lervant  at  Bath,  that  he  might  lend  his 
horfe  to  Mr.  Dupetitthouars.  Nothing  remark- 
able occurred  during  the  whole  day’s  journey  of 
thirty-five  miles,  which  we  made  through  con- 
tinued woods.  All  this  way  we  have  met  with 
but  fix  habitations,  which  ftand  within  the  fo- 
reft.  From  Boys’  inn  to  Friendfmill,  that  is  to 
fay,  in  a fpace  of  eighteen  miles,  there  is  not  a 
fingle  houfe  to  be  feen.  About  eight  miles  from 
Bath  is  Crooked  Lake,  on  which  ftands  Boys’ 
inn,  as  it  is  called,  but  where  we  could  procure 
neither  eggs,  butter,  hay,  nor  oats.  Crooked 
Lake  takes  its  name,  as  might  be  fuppofed,  from 
its  form ; it  flows  from  north  to  fouth  with  a 
gentle  current,  in  the  midfl:  of  mountains,  which 
are  not  very  high  ; but  which,  in  point  of  ex- 
ternal form,  bear  a ftriking  refemblance  to  each 
other ; this  uniform  appearance  is  encreafed  by 
the  wood,  with  which  they  are  covered.  I never 
faw  a country  abounding  more  in  water,  than 
that  through  which  v/e  pafled  from  Boys’  inn 
to  Friendfmill.  Moft  of  the  brooks,  on  account 
of  the  feafon,  contained,  comparatively,  but  lit- 
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tie  water;  though  we  continually  met  with 
tracks  of  torrents,  which,  to  judge  from  the 
ground  they  had  wafhed  away,  and  the  large 
ftones  and  trees  they  had  fwept  along,  muft 
have  been  very  violent  and  rapid.  The  road, 
which  runs  by  the  river  fide,  is  nothing  but  a 
foot-path,  which  it  is  frequently  difficult  to  dif- 
tinguiffi.  It  pafles  between  rocks,  felled  trees, 
and  bufhes,  and  is  one  of  the  mofi  unpleafiant  to 
traverfe  that  can  be  conceived.  The  woods, 
however,  are  extremely  beautiful,  and  fhew  that 
the  foil  is,  perhaps,  the  richeft  we  have  yet  feen. 

The  mountains  {lope  toward  the  lake,  and  ter- 
minate in  inconfiderable  hills.  Their  lhape  an- 
nounced to  us,  that  we  were  approaching  thofe 
vaft  favannahs,  which  divide  the  enormous  mafs 
of  water,  that  irrigates  America.  The  plain  ex~ 
pands,  and  the  country  on  a fudden  a Humes  a 
different  afpeft,  although  its  decorations  are  ftill 
the  fame.  All  the  land,  which  we  have  hitherto 
traverfed,  belongs  to  captain  Williamfon,  who 
is  very  generally  beloved  and  efteemed. 

At  length,  about  night-fall,  we  arrived  at 
Friendfmill,  after  a very  tedious  journey,  which, 
on  account:  of  the  fondnefs  of  one  of  our  com- 
panions for  his  bed,  we  did  not  begin  till  late  in 
the  day,  and  which  was  afterwards  delayed  by 

the 
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the  fall  of  another  ; this  laft  accident,  however, 
was  not  attended  with  any  difaftrous  confequence. 
The  inn,  which  contained  but  two  rooms,  we 
found  already  full ; fome  perfons,  who  intended 
to  buy  land  near  the  Great  Sodus,  and  Captain 
Williamfon’s  agent,  who  was  to  fell  it  to  them, 
had  taken  poffeffion  of  it  a little  before  our  ar- 
rival. After  an  American  fupper,  confifting  of 
coffee  and  boiled  ham,  we  all  lay  dow*n  to  reft  in 
the -fame  room.  There  were  only  two  beds  for 
ten  perfons  ; in  confequence,  thefe  two  beds  were 
occupied  by  four  of  us,  and  the  others  lay  down 
in  their  clothes  upon  draw,  which,  though  1 
enjoyed  here  the  privilege  of  fharing  in  one  of 
the  beds,  appears  to  me  the  beft  method  of  tak- 
ing repofe,  when  you  cannot  have  a bed  to 
yourfelf, 

Saturday , the  Qth  of  June . 

Friendfmill  is  a place,  confifting  of  feveral 
houfes,  which  takes  its  name  from  its  being  fet- 
tled or  founded  by  the  Friends  or  Quakers.  It 
lies  in  the  center  of  the  diftrift,  which  is  called 
the  Friends  fettle ment. 

One  Jemima  Wilkinson,  a Quaker,  and  a 
native  of  Rhode  Illand,  manifefted  fo  fervent  a 
^eal  in  her  religion,  that  at  the  age  of  twenty 
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fhe  was  admitted  to  ali  the  meetings  of  the  fo- 
dety,  which  were  held  weekly,  monthly,  and 
quarterly,  for  fettling  the  general  concerns  and 
watching  over  the  conduct  of  the  brethren.  She 
at  length  fancied,  that  fhe  was  called  to  ad  fome 
great  and  extraordinary  part,  and  in  this  perfua- 
fion  formed  the  projed  of  becoming  the  leader  of 
a fedl.  In  the  courfe  of  a long  and  dangerous 
illnefs,  fhe  was  fuddenly  feized,  or  gave  it  out 
that  fhe  was  feized  with  a lethargy,  fo  that  to 
her  friends  file  appeared  as  really  dead.  She  con- 
tinued, feveral  hours,  in  this  fituation ; and  pre- 
parations were  adualiy  making  for  her  inter- 
ment, when  file  fuddenly  ftarted  up,  called  for 
her  deaths,  declaring  “ that  fhe  had  rifen  from 
the  dead,  and  that  fhe  had  caft  off  all  her  mate- 
rial fubftance,  and  retained  only  the  fpiritual.” 
She  went,  accordingly,  to  the  next  meeting,  as 
if  with  the  authority  of  fome  celeftial  being, 
fpoke  there  as  one  infpired,  and  gained  fome  fol- 
lowers. She,  ere  long,  expreffed  her  difpleafure 
at  fome  religious  obfervances  of  fhe  Quakers ; 
and  was,  on  this  account,  reprimanded  by  the 
meeting ; which  appears  to  have  been  precifely 
the  thing  fhe  wifhed  for  and  expeded.  In  the 
opinion  of  others,  fhe  met  with  this  reproof,  be- 
caufe  at  the  beginning  pf  the  revolutionary  war, 

fhe 
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{he  had  been  much  attached  to  the  Tories,  and 
favoured  the  Englifh  party  by  declaiming  againft 
the  war,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  doc- 
trine file  profefled.  She  continued  preaching  and 
proceeding  in  this  manner,  till  flie  was  excluded 
from  the  meetings,  which  indeed  all  along  ap- 
peared to  be  her  particular  wifh.  Being  now 
a perfecuted  perfon,  at  leaft  by  her  own  account, 
{he  began  to  gain  feme  partizans.  She  preached 
publicly  on  the  neceffity  of  the  abolition  of  all 
meetings  convened  to  cenfure,  of  a reform  of  the 
church-eftablifhment,  of  granting  to  the  Friends 
univerfal  liberty  to  preach,  what  they  pleafed, 
without  firft  afiring  leave  to  do  fo,  &c.  She 
foon  made  fome  profclytes,  and  at  the  fame  time 
drew  on  herfelf  the  difpleafure  of  all,  who  ad- 
hered to  the  old  forms  of  the  religion  of  the 
Quakers.  She  experienced,  therefore,  a very  un- 
favourable reception  for  herfelf  and  her  doftrines, 
both  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  Wherever 
flie  came,  every  Quaker  turned  away  from  her 
with  abhorrence,  as  the  enemy  of  his  religion ; 
and  all  "other  perfons  deemed  her  a fool  or  an 
enthufiaft.  This  difpofition  of  the  public  Ihe 
again  called  a perfecution,  it  being  favourable  to 
her  ultimate  views.  The  number  of  her  fol- 
lowers was  now  daily  increafmg;  and  as  flie 
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confidently  trailed  it  would  become  {till  more 
confiderable,  ilie  thought  they  might  perhaps  be 
willing  to  follow  her.  Accordingly  fhe  propofed 
to  a number  of  them,  to  flee  from  thefe  regions 
of  intolerance,  and  to  fettle  in  a place  where  they 
might  worfhip  God  undiflurbed,  and  free  from 
that  bitter  fpirit  of  perfecution,  which  men  had 
Introduced  in  oppofition  to  the  divine  will. 

Soon  after  the  country  about  Lake  Seneca  j 
and  Crooked  Lake  was  fixed  upon  as  the  place 
of  their  fettlement.  The  company  of  New 
York,  which  had  purchafed  this  land  from  the 
Indians,  entered  into  a treaty  for  the  fale  of  it  jj 
with  thefe  reformed  Quakers.  They  were  pro- 
mifed  three  tracfts  of  land,  containing  each  fix 
thoufand  fquare  acres,  which  were  to  form  three 
diftridts,  and  to  which  Jemima  inflantly  gave  ' 
the  name  of  Jerufalem.  Thirty  families  removed  J 
hither  with  her ; but  fhe  had  confidently  expedi- 
ed  three  or  four  hundred  more,  of  whom,  how-  j 
ever,  not  above  twenty  at  iaft  arrived.  This 
fociety  foon  fpread  over  the  three  diftridts,  which 
it  was  to  occupy ; but  was  not  fufficiently  nu- 
merous to  replenifh  the  fourth  part  of  each.  The 
enchantment,  however,  had  already  been  broken 
by  Jemima’s  abfence,  and  with  it  had  alfo  vanifh- 
ed  their  zeal  for  peopling  this  new  land  of  promife. 

We 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  205 

We  faw  Jemima,  and  attended  her  meeting, 
which  is  held  in  her  own  houfe.  We  found 
there  about  thirty  perfons,  men,  women,  and 
children.  Jemima  flood  at  the  door  of  her  bed- 
chamber on  a carpet,  with  an  arm-chair  behind 
her.  She  had  on  a white  morning  gown,  and 
waiflcoat,  fuch  as  men  wear,  and  a petticoat  of 
the  fame  colour.  Her  black  hair  was  cut  fhort, 

! carefully  combed,  and  divided  behind  into  three 
j ringlets  ; fhe  wore  a flock,  and  a white  filk  cra- 
vat, which  was  tied  about  her  neck  with  affefl- 
ed  negligence.  In  point  of  delivery,  fhe  preach- 
ed with  more  eafe,  than  any  other  Quaker,  I 
have  yet  heard;  but  the  fubjed  matter  of  her  dif- 
courfe  was  an  eternal  repetition  of  the  fame  to- 
pics, death,  fin,  and  repentance.  She  is  faid  to 
be  about  forty  years  of  age,  but  fhe  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  more  than  thirty.  She  is  of  middle 
flature,  well  made,  of  a florid  countenance,  and 
has  fine  teeth,  and  beautiful  eyes.  Her  addon  is 
fludied  ; file  aims  at  fimplicity,  but  there  is  fome- 
what  of  pedantic  in  her  manner.  In  her  cham- 
ber we  found  her  friend,  Rachel  Miller,  a 
young  woman  of  about  twenty- eight  or  thirty 
years  of  age,  her  follower  and  admirer,  who  is 
entirely  devoted  to  her.  All  the  land  which  Je- 
mima poflefles  is  purchafed  in  the  name  of  Rachel 
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Miller,  an  advantage  which  flie  owes  to  her  in- 
fluence over  her  adherents,  and  to  her  dexterity 
in  captivating  their  affedtions. 

Jemima,  or  the  Friend  (as  flie  is  called  by  way 
of  eminence)  inculcates,  as  her  leading  tenet, 
poverty,  and  reflgnation  of  all  earthly  poffeffions.  j 
If  you  talk  to  her  of  her  houfe,  flie  always  calls 
it  “ the  houfe,  which  I inhabit/’  This  houfe, 
however,  though  built  only  of  the  trunks  of  trees,  j 
is  extremely  pretty  and  commodious.  Her  room 
is  exquifitely  neat ; and  refembles  more  the  bou- 
doir of  a fine  lady,  than  the  cell  of  a nun.  It 
contains  a looking-glafs,  a clock,  an  arm-chair,  a j 
good  bed,  a warming-pan,  and  a filver  faucer.  j 
Her  garden  is  kept  in  good  order ; her  fpring- 
houfe  * is  full  of  milk,  cheefe,  butter,  butcher’s*  | 
meat,  and  game.  Her  hypocrify  may  be  traced 
in  all  her  difcourfes,  addons,  and  condudt,  and 
even  in  the  very  manner  in  which  fhe  manages 
her  countenance.  She  feldom  fpeaks,  without 
quoting  the  Bible,  or  introducing  a ferious  fen-  | 
tence  about  death,  and  the  neceflity  of  making 
our  peace  with  God.  Whatever  does  not  belong 
to  her  own  fedt  is  with  her  an  objedl  of  diftafte 

% Thefe  are  fmall  offices  or  detached  houfes  in  America, 
in  which  butter,  milk,  and  frefli  meat  are  generally  kept. 
They  are  called  fpring-houfes , becaufe  a ftream  of  ffeffi  1 
water  is  always  running  through  therm 
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and  ftedfaft  averfion.  She  fows  diffention  in  fa- 
milies, to  deprive  the  lawful  heir  of  his  right  of 
inheritance,  in  order  to  appropriate  it  to  herfelf ; 
and  all  this  Ihe  does  under  the  name  and  by 
the  agency  of  her  companion,  who  receives  all 
the  prefents  brought  by  the  faithful,  and  pre- 
ferves  them  for  her  reverend  friend,  who,  being 
wholly  abforbed  in  her  communion  with  Chrift, 
whofe  prophetefs  fhe  is,  would  abfolutely  forget 
the  fupply  of  her  bodily  wants,  if  fhe  were  not 
well  taken  care  of.  The  number  of  her  votaries 
has,  of  late,  much  decreafed.  Many  of  the  fa- 
milies, who  followed  her  to  Jerufalem,  are  no 
longer  the  dupes  of  her  felf-interefted  policy. 
Some  {till  keep  up  the  outward  appearance  of  at- 
tachment to  her  ; while  others  have  openly  de- 
claimed their  connexion  with  Jemima.  Such 
however  as  {till  continue  her  adherents,  appear  to 
be  entirely  devoted  to  her.  With  thefe  fhe  pafles 
for  a prophetefs,  an  indefcribable  being;  {he  is 
I not  Jemima  Wilkinfon,  but  a fpirit  of  a peculiar 
name,  which  remains  a profound  fecret  to  all, 
who  are  not  true  believers  ; fhe  is  the  Friend , the 
j All  friend.  Six  or  fcven  girls  of  different  ages, 
but  all  young  and  handfome,  wait  upon  her,  with 
furprifing  emulation,  to  enjoy  the  peculiar  fatis- 
fadtion  of  being  permitted  tp  approach  this  celef- 
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tail  being.  Her  fields,  and  her  garden,  are  plough- 
ed and  dug  by  the  Friends,  who  negledt  their 
own  bufmefs,  to  take  care  of  her’s  • and  the  All- 
friend  is  fo  condefcending,  as  not  to  refufe  their 
fervices ; fhe  comforts  them  with  a kind  word 
now  and  then,  makes  enquiries  after  and  provides 
for  their  health  and  welfare,  and  has  the  aft  of 
effe&ually  captivating  their  affections,  the  more 
perhaps  becaufe  fhe  knows  how  to  keep  her  vo- 
taries at  a refpedtful  diftance. 

When  the  fervice  was  over,  Jemima  invited  us 
to  dinner.  The  hope  of  watching  her  more  nar- 
rowly induced  us  to  accept  the  invitation ; but 
we  did  not  then  know,  that  it  forms  a part  of 
the  character  fhe  adts,  never  to  eat  with  any  one. 
She  foon  left  us ; and  locking  herfelf  up  with 
her  female  friend,  fat  down,  without  other  com- 
pany, to  an  excellent  dinner ; we  did  not  get 
ours,  till  after  fhe  had  dined.  When  our  dinner 
was  over,  and  alfo  another,  which  was  ferved  up 
after  ours,  the  fandtuary  opened  again.  And  now 
Jemima  appeared  once  more  at  the  door  of  her 
room,  and  converfed  with  us,  feated  in  an  arm- 
chair. When  ftrangers  are  with  her,  fhe  never 
comes  over  the  threfliold  of  her  bed-room  ; and 
when  by  herfelf,  fhe  is  conftantly  engaged  in 
deliberation  how  to  improve  the  demefne  of  her 

friend. 
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friend.  The  houfe  was,  this  day,  very  full.  Our 
company  confifted  of  exadtly  ten  perfons ; after 
us  dined  another  company  of  the  fame  number ; 
and  as  many  dined  in  the  kitchen.  Our  plates, 
as  well  as  the  table-linen,  were  perfectly  clean 
and  neat ; our  repaft,  although  frugal,  was  yet 
better  in  quality  than  any,  of  which  we  had  par- 
taken, fmce  our  departure  from  Philadelphia;  it 
confifted  of  good  frelh  meat,  with  pudding,  an 
excellent  fallad,  and  a beverage  of  a peculiar  yet 
charming  flavour,  with  which  we  were  plenti- 
fully fupplied  out  of  Jemima’s  apartment,  where 
it  was  prepared.  The  devout  guefts  obferved,  all 
this  while,  a profound  filence  ; they  either  cafi: 
down  their  eyes,  or  lifted  them  up  to  heaven 
with  a rapturous  flgh  ; to  me  they  appeared,  not 
unlike  a party  of  the  faithful,  in  the  primitive 
ages,  dining  in  a church. 

The  All‘frie?id  had  by  this  time  exchanged 
her  former  drefs  for  that  of  a fine  Indian  lady, 
which,  however,  was  cut  out  in  the  fame  fafhion 
as  the  former.  Her  hair  and  eye-brows  had  again 
been  combed.  She  did  not  utter  a fyllable  re- 
fpedling  our  dinner ; nor  did  flie  offer  to  make 
any  apology  for  her  abfence.  Conftantly  engaged 
in  perfonating  the  part  file  has  aflumed,  fhe  de« 
fcanted  in  a fan&imonious,  myfiic  tone,  on  death. 
Vox,.  I.  P and 
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and  on  the  happinefs  of  having  been  an  ufeful  in- 
liniment  to  others  in  the  way  of  their  falvatiom 
She  afterwards  gave  us  a rhapfody  of  prophecies 
to  read,  afcribed  to  one  Dr.  Love,  who  was 
beheaded  in  Cromwell’s  time ; wherein  fhe 
clearly  difcerned,  according  to  her  accounts,  the 
French  Revolution,  the  decline  and  downfall  of 
Popery,  and  the  impending  end  of  the  world „ 
Finding,  however,  that  this  converfation  was  but 
ill  adapted  to  engage  our  attention,  fhe  cut  fhort 
her  harangue  at  once.  We  had  indeed  already 
feen  more  than  enough,  to  eftimate  the  character 
of  this  bad  adtrefs,  whofe  pretended  fandtity  only 
infpired  us  with  contempt  and  difguft,  and  who 
is  altogether  incapable  of  impofmg  upon  any  per- 
fon  of  common  underflanding,  unlefs  thofe  of 
the  mold  iimple  minds,  or  downright  enthufiafts. 
Her  fpeeches  are  fo  ftrongly  contradidled  by  the 
tenor  of  her  adlions ; her  whole  condudt,  her 
expence,  compared  with  that  of  other  families,, 
within  a circumference  of  fifty  miles,  her  way  oi 
living,  and  her  drefs,  form  fuch  a {hiking  con- 
trail: with  her  harangues  on  the  fubjedt  of  con- 
temning earthly  enjoyments ; and  the  extreme 
affiduity,  with  which  fhe  is  continually  endea- 
vouring to  induce  children,  over  whom  fhe  has 
any  influence,  to  leave  their  parents,  and  form  a 
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part  of  her  community;  all  thofe  particulars  lb 
ftrongly  militate  againft  the  dodbrine  of  peace  and 
univerfal  love,  which  ihe  is  inceflantly  preaching, 
that  we  were  a dually  ftruck  with  abhorrence  of 
her  duplicity  and  hypocrify,  as  foon  as  the  firft 
emotions  of  our  curiofity  fubfided. 

Her  fraudulent  condud,  indeed,  has  been  difco- 
vered  by  fo  many  perfons,  and  fo  much  has  been 
faid  againft  it,  that  it  is  difficult  to  account  for 
her  having  had  any  adherents  at  all,  even  for  a 
fhort  time.  And  yet  fhe  will  probably  retain  a 
fufficient  number,  to  encreafe  ftill  further  her 
fortune,  which  is  already  confiderable  for  the 
country  in  which  fhe  reftdes,  and  fully  adequate 
to  the  only  end  which  ihe  now  feems  anxious  to 
attain  ; namely,  to  live  independent,  in  a de- 
cent, plentiful,  and  even  elegant  manner.  There 
are  fo  many  weak-minded  religionifts,  and  Je- 
mima is  fo  particularly  careful  to  feled  her  difci- 
ples  among  perfons  who  are  either  very  old  or 
very  young,  that  her  impofture,  however  grofs 
and  palpable  to  the  difeerning,  may  yet  be  car- 
ried on  for  fome  time  with  fuccefs,  fufficient  to 
anfwer  her  ultimate  purpofe.  If  her  credit  fhould 
fink  too  low,  fhe  would  find  herfelf  conftrained 
to  tranfplant  her  holinefs  to  fome  other  region; 
and,  in  fa 61,  ihe  had,  laft  year,  harboured  the 
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defign  of  removing  her  family  and  eftablifhmeni, 
and  of  fettling  in  Carlton  Ifland,  on  the  Lake  of 
Ontario,  where  fhe  would  enjoy  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  living  under  the  Englifh  Government,  which, 
by  her  account,  has  proffered  her  a grant  of  land. 

If  we  may  believe  common  rumour,  fhe  dif- 
luades  the  young  women  generally  from  marry- 
ing. In  regard  to  thofe  about  her,  this  advice 
originates  from  motives  of  perfonal  interefi:.  I 
have  little  doubt,  but  that  the  pious  devotion  of 
thefe  girls  is  fervent  enough,  to  fubmit  to  all  the 
caprices  of  the  All-friend  (which  in  their  belief 
are  infpirations).  Another  report  is  alfo  handed 
about,  that  fhe  has  met  with  a male  being, 
whom  fhe  fancies  fufficiently  purified,  to  unite 
occafionally  with  her  own  exalted  fociety  and 
converfe.  On  this  head  a ftory  prevails,  which, 
though  fomewhat  ludicrous,  may  yet  properly 
find  a place  in  a work  of  the  graveft  complexion, 
efpecially  as  it  affords  an  additional  proof  of  the 
endlefs  multiplicity  of  pious  deceptions. 

Among  other  votaries  of  Jemima  was  one 
’ Squire  Parker,  who  fettled  in  her  neighbour- 
hood, and  ftill  refides  near  Friendfmilh  Though 
a jolly  fellow,  ever  gay  and  jocund,  he  elpoufed 
very  zealoufly  the  caufe  and  interefi:  of  the  pro- 
phetefs.  This  Parker,  who  was  conffantly  in 
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Jemima’s  retinue,  gave  himfelf  out  to  be  the  Pro* 
phet  Elijah,  and  very  rightly  conceived,  that,  by 
affirming  a peculiar  drefs,  he  fhoujd  give  a more 
impofing  character  to  his  impoftures.  He  wore 
accordingly  a white  gown  with  large  fleeves,  and 
a girdle  ; in  fhort,  whatever  he  fancied  might 
belong  to  the  coftume  of  the  ancient  prophets. 
This  was  the  being,  who  was  honoured  with  the 
high  privilege  of  living  with  the  All-friend  on 
terms  of  the  greateft  intimacy.  One  evening 
the  ’Squire,  during  a colloquy,  inftituted  by  the 
divine  and  holy  friend  for  the  edification  of  her 
flock,  ftole  into  the  celeftial  bed,  which  hap- 
pened to  be  already  occupied  by  a young  girl  of 
only  fourteen.  This  girl,  who  had  frequently- 
heard  the  All  friend  fay,  that  the  Meffiah  fome* 
times  appeared  to  her  in  her  bed  under  different; 


forms,  and  that  fhe  then  converfed  with  him, 
fancied  herfelf  chofen  by  heaven  to  enjoy  the  fe- 
licity of  being  a witnefs  of  one  of  thefe  appari- 
tions, and  retired  pioully  to  the  edge  of  the  bed, 
where  with  awful  refpeft  and  in  profound  filence 
Ihe  liftened  to  the  repeated  raptures,  with  which 
j the  pretended  Meffiah  bleiTed  the  All  friend.  The 
next  morning  the  poor  girl  could  not  refrain  from 
indulging  her  vanity  by  acquainting  ail  her  friends, 
that  in  the  bed  of  her  friend  file  had  feen  Chrift, 
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but  who  greatly  refembled,  Aie  faid,  the  Prophet 
Elijah.  Her  curious  and  enraptured  friends  en- 
quired into  all  the  particulars  of  this  apparition, 
of  which  fhe  gave  the  moft  fatisfadory  and  cir- 
cumftantial  account  in  her  power.  It  will  hardly 
be  doubted,  that  this  religious  trick  not  a little 
ftrengthened  the  credulity  of  the  female  friends 
in  the  All-friend , and  infpired  Jemima  with  affu- 
ranee,  frequently  to  enjoy  fimilar  apparitions. 

A juftice  of  the  peace  in  the  country,  fpeaking 
of  Jemima,  allured  ns  alfo,  that  one  of  the  girls, 
who  lived  with  her,  has  judicially  depofed,  that, 
one  day,  flie.  heard  the  cry  of  a new-born  infant, 
which  Jemima’s  negro-woman,  as  is  conjedured, 
was  in  the  ad;  of  fmothering  between  two  mat- 
trefles.  That  this  depofition  exifts  is  undeniable  ; 
but  the  fad  i-tfelf  is  fo  atrocious,  that  it  would 
feem  incredible,  with  refped  to  any  other  perfon 
except  a prophetefs.  Whether  this  child  were 
the  refult  of  a flip  of  one  of  the  maids  of  honour, 
or  the  fruit  of  her  own  intercourfe  with  the  ap- 
paritions, is  not  known.  If,  from  the  little  re- 
gard that  has  been  paid  to  this  ftory,  its  vera- 
city fliould  appear  doubtful,  let  it  be  obferved, 
that  in  this  new  country  juftice  is  but  feldom 
duly  adminiftered  ; that,  often,  it  is  difficult  to 
obtain  it  at  all ; and  that  no  one  deems  himfelf 
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mterefted  in  fubftantiating  the  truth  pf  the  depo- 
fition,  which,  after  all,  it  would  be  no  eafy  mat^ 
ter  to  do.  Dervifes,  pontiffs,  and  priefts  of  moft 
religious  perfuafions  throughout  the  world,  fuck 
at  lead;  as  would  render  religion  fubfervient  to 
worldly  purpofes,  are  either  impoftors  or  enthu- 
fiafts.  Alas  ! alas  ! much  the  greater  number,  I 
fear,  belong  with  Jemima  to  the  former  clafs  ! 

The  fir  ft  fettlers,  who  thoughtlefsly  followed 
their  divinity  to  this  place,  not  being  able  to  pur- 
chafe  the  lands,  which  compofed  the  three  dift 
trifts,  the  remainder  has  been  reftored  to  the 
company,  who  have  again  difpofed  of  it,  and  are 
ftill  felling  it  to  all,  who  are  defirous  of  becom- 
ing fettlers.  Accordingly,  numbers  of  Methodifts, 
Anabaptifts,  and  members  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, are  now  to  be  feen  here  ; yet  the  colony 
retains  its  original  name  of  The  Friends  Settle- 
ment. Two  meetings  have  been  built  here  for 
the  Quakers  ; one  for  the  Methodifts,  and  one 
for  the  Anabaptifts.  The  foil  in  thefe  parts  ap- 
pears to  be  of  prime  quality.  The  land,  occu- 
pied  by  families  of  Quakers,  amounts  to  about 
five  hundred  acres,  more  or  lefs  cleared,  which 
produce  excellent  crops. 

The  eftate,  which  we  viewed  with  moft  atten- 
tion, is  that  of  Benedict  Robinson,  fituate 
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between  Lake  Seneca  and  Friendfmill.  This 
Robinfon  is  one  of  the  Quakers,  who  arrived  here 
in  the  retinue  of  the  All-friend,  being  then  one 
of  her  moil:  zealous  difciples.  He  now  fpeaks  on 
this  fubject  with  evident  embarrafTment,  in  terms 
which  ftill  evince  his  attachment,  yet  without 
enthufiafm,  and  without  extolling  her  or  placing 
implicit  confidence  in  her  divine  million  and  ora- 
cular effufions.  In  fhort,  he  exprefifes  himfelf 
in  a manner,  which  fufticiently  indicates,  that 
he  has  been  impofed  upon  by  her  in  a higher  de- 
gree, than  he  is  willing  to  acknowledge.  Know- 
ing that  he  ftill  profefled  an  attachment  to  her, 
and  perceiving  the  embarrafiment  with  which  he 
delivered  himfelf  on  this  fubjed,  we  thought 
proper  to  difeontinue  our  enquiries.  This  Bene** 
did  Robinfon  is  a fenfible,  mild,  and  well  be- 
haved man ; he  refides  on  an  eftate  of  five  hun- 
dred acres,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  which 
are  cleared.  Eighty  have  been  laid  out  as  mea- 
dows, and  onthefe  are  fown  timothy- grafs,  and 
white  clover.  He  purchafed  his  demefne  from 
the  New  York  company  for  five  fliillings  an  acre, 
and  it  is  now  worth,  at  leaft,  three  or  four  dol- 
lars, His  prefent  ftock  amounts  to  about  thirty 4 
five  head  of  cattle  ; but  he  intends  to  rear  more, 
and  to  make  this  the  chief  branch  of  his  farming 
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bufmefs,  on  a plan  which  appears  well  adapted 
to  the  nature  of  the  ground.  Mr.  Robinfon,  v/ho 
has  refided  here  only  three  years,  has  not  yet  been 
able  to  acquire  any  important  information  on  the 
different  departments  of  agriculture,  and  on  the 
productions  befl  adapted  to  the  foil ; and  befides 
he  appears  to  labour  under  prejudices,  which  he 
entertains  in  common  with  the  great  majority 
of  American  farmers.  He  does  not  plough  his 
land,  but  contents  himfelf  with  breaking  it  up 
with  a harrow  of  iron  teeth,  which  tears  up  the 
ground  about  four  inches  deep.  After  this  fimple 
operation,  he  fows  his  wheat,  yet  never  until  he 
has  reaped  two  crops  of  potatoes  or  oats  from 
the  land,  on  which  the  wheat  is  fown.  The  foil 
is  fo  ftrong,  that,  if  rye  were  fown  immediately 
after  clearing  the  ground,  the  ears  would  run  up 
fo  high,  and  grow  fo  heavy,  that  they  would  fall 
on  one  fide,  and  be  damaged  by  rotting.  This 
faft,  as  he  affured  us,  is  evident  from  the  general 
experience  of  the  other  farmers  of  this  diftriCh 
Wheat,  fown  after  the  firft  harrowing,  produces 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  bufhels,  and  Indian 
corn  about  fixty  bufhels.  Wheat  is  fown  for 
feveral  years  fucceffively,  after  harrowung,  with- 
out the  leaft  affiftance  from  the  plough,  and  the 
Crops  continue  conftantly  the  fame.  Several  far* 
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mers,  who  have  fown  wheat  in  this  manner  for 
thefe  laft  fix  years,  have  Hill  obtained  good  crops. 
Rye  yields  alfo  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  bufh- 
els,  and  oats  thirty-five.  But  I muft  once  more 
obferve,  that  neither  wheat  nor  rye  is  ever  Iowa 
for  the  firft  crop.  Mr.  Robinfon  told  us,  that,  ir\ 
compliance  with  the  wifh  of  a friend,  he  plough- 
ed half  an  acre,  on  which  he  fowed  wheat,  but 
that  the  other  half,  which  was  not  ploughed, 
turned  out  more  productive  than  the  former. 
This  afiertion,  however,  is  fo  contradictory  to 
all  theory,  as  well  as  to  the  univerfal  experience 
of  agrieulturifts,  who  ufe  the  . plough,  that  it 
feemed  to  us  very  problematical,  and  founded 
on  prejudice,  rather  than  on  mature  reflection 
and  obfervation.  Mr.  Robinfon  is  alfo  of  opinion, 
that'  barked  trees,  which  are  left  Handing  on  the 
cleared  land,  far  from  lefTening  the  produce, 
rather  increafe  it,  by  fhading  the  land,  and  thus 
preventing  the  foil  from  being  too  rapidly  pene- 
trated by  the  rays  of  the  fun ; the  immediate 
contact  of  which  having  never  experienced  be- 
fore, it  fhould  be  accuftomed  to  it  by  degrees. 
But  this  opinion  is  rather  the  offspring  of  preju-? 
dice  than  found  reafon ; and,  according  to  a ge- 
neral practice  obfervable  in  all  countries  and  cli- 
mates, fcems  rather  intended  to  reconcile  us  to 

the 
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the  impofftbility  of  proceeding  otherwife,  than 
to  eftabllfh  itfelf  as  a new  agricultural  truth.  It 
cannot  be  denied,  that  the  number  of  the  fheaves, 
and  compadlnefs  of  the  ears,  which  we  meet 
with  on  lands,  where  two  hundred  barked  trees 
have  been  left  ftanding  on  an  acre,  is  in  itfelf 
really  furpriftng.  But  then  thefe  two  hundred 
trees,  reckoning  only  eighteen  fquare  inches  for 
each  tree,  muft  engrofs  a considerable  fpace, 
which  might  produce  a proportionate  quantity 
> of  grain. 

In  this  part  of  Geneffee  the  winter  lafts  from 

four  to  five  months.  The  cattle  are  fed  with 

. 

hay  and  ftraw,  but  remain  always  in  the  open 
air.  Mr.  Robinfon  fed  his  cattle  at  firft  in  the 
flail ; but  the  experience  of  the  laft  two  years 
i has  convinced  him,  that  they  thrive  better  in 
the  open  air,  where  they  alfo  con  fa  me  lefs  fod- 
der : his  cattle  are,  therefore,  now  fed  in  the 
farm -yard.  The  produce  of  the  eft  ate  confifts 
in  grain,  cheefe,  and  butter.  The  hay  is  moftly 
eonfumed  on  the  farm.  The  average  produce 
is  one  tun  and  a half  per  acre,  befide  the  grafs, 
which  is  eonfumed  by  the  cattle  as  it  grdws.  As 
the  extent  of  his  meadows  iliall  be  gradually  en- 
larged, he  propofes  to  increafe  his  flock,  which 
jhe  intends  to  make  a principal  article  of  his  trade. 

The 
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The  produce  of  his  eftate  is  tranfported  on  the 
lakes,  either  to  Canandaqua,  Geneva,  or  Bath* 
Laft  year  he  fold  one  thoufand  pounds  weight  of 
cheele,  at  the  rate  of  a fhilling  a pound.  He 
keeps  about  forty  fheep,  and  hopes  to  increafe 
his  flock,  without  being  apprehenfive  of  the 
wolves,  which,  though  very  numerous  in  the  fur- 
rounding forefts,  do  but  little  harm.  His  wool 
is  fine,  and  fells  for  four  ftiillings  a pound,  without 
regard  to  its  quality  ; for  in  this  country,  which 
is  yet  too  young  to  poflefs  manufactories,  every 
farmer  manufactures,  in  his  own  family,  all  the 
cloth  he  wants  : the  fale  of  wool  is  therefore  very 
inconfiderable  ; a circumftance,  which  tends  not 
a little  to  confirm  the  farmers  in  their  prejudices 
againft  rearing  iheep.  Wheat  fells  here  from  fix 
to  feven  ftiillings,  Indian  corn  four,  and  rye  five 
fhiliings  per  bufliel ; the  price  of  flour  is  two 
dollars  and  a half  per  hundred  weight ; fait  beef 
ten  pence  per  pound,  and  freflh  beef  from  four 
pence  to  five  pence.  Hemp  fells  at  one  penny  a 
pound ; a pair  of  tolerably  good  oxen  will  fetch 
from  fixty  to  feventy  dollars,  and  a cow  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty.  Servants  earn  from  five 
to  fix  fhiliings  wages  a week.  A few  negroes  ex- 
cepted, maid-fervants  do  all  the  work  about  the 
farm  as  well  as  the  houfe.  Day  labourers,  as  in 
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moil  other  parts  of  America,  are  not  eafily  pro- 
cured ; their  pay  is  four  {hillings  a day,  or  from 
nine  to  ten  dollars  a month. 

In  the  whole  adjoining  diftrid  there  is  but  one 
fchool,  and  that  is  kept  by  the  Quakers,  who, 
however,  admit  all  children  without  diflindion, 
on  their  paying  four  {hillings  per  quarter.  None 
of  the  medical  faculty  have  yet  fettled  here.  The 
fettlement,  however,  upon  the  whole,  is  advanc- 
ing to  profperity  with  rapid  ftrides.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  by  the  immenfe  trad  of  land,  which 
belongs  to  Captain  Williamfon,  and  confequently 
enjoys  all  the  advantages  and  improvements, 
which  his  extenfive  eftablilhment  commands. 
Mr.  Robinfon’s  eftate,  which  he  purchafed  from 
the  company  in  New  York,  appears  to  be  adually 
within  the  precinds  of  Captain  Williamlon’s  de- 
mefne  ; as  the  latter,  who  bought  his  lands  from 
the  date  of  Maifachufetts,  learned  from  the  re- 
port of  his  furveyors,  that  the  boundaries  of  New 
York  lay  farther  out.  Accordingly  thefe  boun- 
daries were  marked  out,  and  a line  drawn,  form- 
ing a triangle  with  the  old  line,  the  point  of 
which  touches  the  line  of  Pennfylvania,  below 
the  river  Tioga,  while  the  bafe,  which  ftretches 
along  the  Lake  of  Ontario,  is  from  three  to  four 
miles  in  breadth ; this  has  enlarged  Captain  Wil- 
liam fon’s 
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liamfon’s  demefhe,  which  he  holds  from  the  ftate 
of  Maffachufetts,  one  hundred  an.d  twenty  thou- 
fand  acres.  Robinfon’s  eftate  lies  within  this 
new  line.  Under  fome  appreheniion  for  the  con- 
fequences,  wdth  which  this  change  of  property 
might  be  attended,  he  has  not,  at  prefent,  made 
all  the  improvements,  which  he  had  in  view. 
He  is  affured,  however,  that  he  will  be  well  ufed, 
and  that  the  ftate  of  New  York,  equally  weigh- 
ing the  juftice  of  Captain  Williamfon’s  claim, 
and  the  legality  of  poffeffion  of  the  lands  fmce 
parcelled  out  to  the  fettlers,  will  indemnify  the 
former  by  grants  of  an  equal  quantity  of  uncleared 
ground,  and  thus  prevent  the  latter  from  being 
molefted  in  the  quiet  poffeffion  of  the  lands, 
which  they  hold  from,  the  company  in  New  York. 
Robinion  is  nowr  building  a good  wooden  houfe, 
and  he  propofes  to  clear  a great  additional  num- 
ber of  acres. 

The  expence  of  felling  and  barking  the  trees, 
and  inclofing  the  ground,  amounts,  at  prefent,  to  I 
fix  dollars  per  acre.  Two  years  ago  it  did  not  | 
exceed  four.  The  owmer  of  the  land  provides  j 
the  oxen  neceffary  for  removing  the  largeft  trunks. 

I mull:  not  forget,  however,  to  obferve,  that 
according  to  an  agreement,  concluded  many  ! 
years  ago,  between  the  Hates  of  New  York  and 

Maffachufetts,  j 
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Maflachufetts,  all  the  lands  fold  by  and  belonging 
to  the  latter,  are  to  be  fubjedted  to  the  territorial 
fupremacy  of  New  York. 

The  lands  hereabouts  are  frequently  vifited;  as 
they  were  this  year;  by  a fpecies  of  locufts,  which 
fix  chiefly  on  the  trees;  and  deftroy  the  leaves. 
They  are  fo  extremely  numerous;  that  every  at- 
tempt to  deftroy  or  remove  them  muft  appa- 
rently prove  fruitlefs.  Flies  likewife  are  very 
troublefome  here?  being  found  in  fuch  prodigious 
i warms,  elpecially  about  noon;  that  the  farmers 
are  obliged  to  keep  large  fires  burning  near  their 
houfes;  where  thq  cattle  find  flicker  from  theft 
tormenting  infedts,  until  the  cool  of  the  evening; 
when  the  latter  difappear,  and  retire  into  the 
j woods. 

Lake  Seneca  is  about  two  miles  and  a half 
diftant  from  Mr.  Robinfon’s  eftate.  By  the  In- 
dians it  was  called  Canada  Saga.  Its  prefent 
name  is  doubtlefs  derived  from  the  circumftance 
of  its  difcharging  itfelf  into  the  river  Seneca* 
which,  after  being  joined  by  fix  or  feven  fmaller 
lakes,  at  length  empties  itfelf  into  the  immenfe 
Lake  of  Ontario.  It  is  remarkable,  that  all  the 
other  waters,  even  up  to  this  degree  of  latitude, 
flow  in  a foutherly  direction.  Lake  Seneca  is 
about  forty  miles  in  length,  by  three,  four,  and 

five 
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five  miles  in  breadth.  It  is  faid  to  abound  in  fifh 
of  a very  fine  flavour,  as  do  ail  the  other  American 
lakes,  and  yet  fifh  is  as  fcarce  here  as  in  any  other 
part.  The  inhabitants  of  the  banks  are  fo  few, 
and  have  fo  much  other  bufinefs  upon  their 
hands,  that  they  can  feldom  or  ever  find  time  to 
go  a fifliing.  To  render  this  branch  of  induftry 
flourifhing,  the  population  and  wealth  of  a coun- 
try muft  have  reached  to  a certain  height,  from 
which  America,  in  its  prefent  ftate,  feems  far  re- 
moved. In  the  towns  every  inhabitant  is  engaged 
in  bufinefs,  either  as  a merchant  or  a tradefman  ; 
and  in  the  country  every  planter  and  farmer  either 
keeps  an  inn  or  a ftore.  All  other  occupations 
are,  and  will  yet,  for  fome  time,  be  out  of  the 
queftion. 

The  point,  where  we  arrived  at  the  banks  of 
Lake  Seneca,  contains  a fettlement  of  about  three 
or  four  houfes,  among  which  that  of  Mr.  Nor- 
ris is  the  molt  confpicuous ; it  is  a fmall,  neat 
log~houfe,  handfome  in  its  appearance,  and  con- 
nected with  another,  in  which  he  keeps  a ftore. 
It  is  no  eafy  matter  to  conceive  why  this  perfon, 
who  is  poflefled  of  an  immenfe  quantity  of  land 
on  the  oppofite  bank  of  the  lake,  Ihould  ere<ft 
thefe  two  houfes  here,  on  a fpot  which  does  not 
belong  to  him,  but  which,  according  to  a verbal 
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promife  of  the  company  at  New  York,  which 
claimed  the  property  of  the  ground,  was  to  be 
fold  to  him,  if  he  chofe  to  have  it,  a contract 
which  the  company  is  now  unable  to  fulfil ; as 
by  the  late  afcertainment  of  the  boundaries,  this 
fpot  is  included  within  the  demefne  of  Captain 
Williamfon,  of  whom,  for  want  of  a written 
agreement,  he  has  no  right  to  demand  an  indem- 
nification. Yet  Captain  Williamfon  will  him- 
felf,  no  doubt,  perform  that  promife,  if  it  fhali 
appear  to  have  been  made  actually  and  bona  fide. 
Independently  of  the  benevolent  fentiments, 
j!  which  are  generally  afcribed  to  this  gentleman, 
he  poffeffes  fufficient  difcernment  to  perceive, 
that  his  intereft  is  greatly  promoted  by  a,  juft 
condudl  and  civil  demeanor. 

A pot  and  pearl-afh  work  forms  no  inconfi- 
derable  part  of  this  fmall  fettle ment.  The  na- 
vigation on  the  lake  not  only  facilitates  the  home 
conveyance  of  the  allies,  which  are  made  on 
j both  banks  of  the  lake,  whenever  the  ground  is 
cleared,  but  alfo  the  exportation  of  thofe  articles 
to  Geneva  or  Catherine’s  Town ; which  places 
are  fituate  at  the  tw^o  extremities  of  the  lake. 
By  means  of  his  foore,  Mr.  Norris  can  procure 
his  alhes  at  a very  reafonable  rate,  as  he  pays 
for  them  in  commodities,  which  he  receives  at 
Vol.  L Q New 
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New  York,  and  the  carriage  for  which  amounts 
to  only  three  dollars  per  cent. 

Our  tw’o  travelling  companions,  who  had  laft 
j^ear  palled  over  this  part  of  our  journey,  intro- 
duced us  on  the  fame  day  to  Mr.  Potter,  a 
rich  land- owner,  who  pofiefies  about  twenty-five 
thoufand  acres,  and  refides  eight  miles  from 
Friendfmill.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
of  his  eftate  are  already  reduced  under  tillage ; 
and  he  gave  us  nearly  the  fame  information,  re- 
lative to  the  {late  and  agricultural  productions 
of  thefe  parts,  as  Mr.  Robinfon.  Mr.  Potter  and 
his  whole  family  w~ere  formerly  among  the  feve- 
ral  zealous  adherents  of  Jemima,  but  his  attach- 
ment is  now  converted  into  contempt,  and  even 
deteftation.  He  has  not  only  renounced  all  com- 
munion with  her,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  all  the 
peculiar  habits  and  tenets  of  the  Quakers.  Pie 
lives  on  his  eflate  in  a more  elegant  and  gen- 
tleman-like manner,  than  any  other  land-holder 
in  this  neighbourhood.  He  keeps  feveral  fer- 
vants,  and  rather  fuperintends  the  management 
of  his  eftate  by  others,  than  attends  actively  to  it 
himfelf.  He  pofiefies  a good  corn-mill,  and  a 
law-mill,  which  are  both  worked  for  him,  by  a 
miller  whom  he  employs.  His  corn-mill  has  yet 
ground  folely  for  the  public ; and,  for  this  rea- 
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fon,  it  has  only  one  courfe,  although  the  quan- 
tity of  water  is  fully  fufficient  to  fupply  two. 
He  intends  to  add  another  courfe,  as  foon  as  the 
country  fhall  be  fufficiently  populous  to  keep  it 
in  employment.  The  faw-mill  may  alfo  be  en- 
larged, as  occafion  requires.  The  ufual  price  for 
the  fawing  of  timber  is  either  fix  dollars  in  mo- 
ney for  every  thoufand  feet,  or  half  the  boards 
cut.  We  were  very  civilly  received  by  Mr.  Pot- 
ter and  his  family,  yet  rather  with  exterior  po~ 
litenefs  than  true  urbanity.  Mr.  Potter  fpeaks 
little,  yet  expreffes  himfelf  on  moft  fubjedts  with 
great  propriety.  Whether  from  bailifulnefs,  or 
affe&ation,  he  has  about  him  an  air  of  referve, 
which  is  not  a little  difagreeable  to  a traveller, 
and  proves  unfavourable  to  his  defire  of  infor- 
mation— -the  great  motive  which  brought  us 
hither.  It  muft,  however,  be  admitted,  that  to 
anfwer  the  endlefs  queftions  of  ftrangers  muff:, 
at  beft,  prove  an  irkfome  talk  to  a land-holder— 
a confeffion,  which  includes  our  moft  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  thofe,  who  have  been  po- 
lite enough  to  gratify  our  curiofity. 

The  whole  country  abounds  in  fugar-maple 
trees  and  very  confiderable  quantities  of  this 

* Acer  faccharinum,  Lin.  called  by  the  Indians  Oze- 
keta. — Trctnjl . 
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fugar  are  made  here.  The  following  is  the  fub- 
fiance  of  the  information,  which  we  were  able  to 

procure  on  this  head  : 

1.  The  medium  produce  of  a tree,  {landing 
in  the  midft  of  a wood,  is  three  pounds  of  fugar. 

2.  The  average  produce  of  trees,  {landing  on 
ground  which  has  been  cleared  of  all  other  wood, 
is  from  fix  to  feven  pounds  per  tree. 

3.  A barrel  of  the  firll  juice,  which  comes 
from  the  maple-tree,  will  yield  feven  pounds  of 
fugar,  if  the  tree  {land  Angle,  and  four,  if  it  {land 
in  the  midft  of  other  wood.  This  fugar  is  fold 
at  one  {hilling  per  pound. 

4.  A barrel  of  the  fecond  juice  will  yield  three 
gallons  and  a half  of  treacle. 

5.  Four  or  five  barrels  of  the  third  juice  will 
yield  one  barrel  of  a good  and  pleafant  vinegar. 

6.  The  vinegar  is  found  to  be  better,  in  pro- 
portion as  it  is  more  concentrated.  This  is  the 
cafe  with  Robinfon’s  vinegar,  who,  from  ten  bar- 
rels of  the  third  juice,  brews  but  one  barrel  of 
vinegar. 

o 

7.  To  clarify  the  vinegar,  it  muft  be  boiled 
•with  leaven. 

8.  The  third  juice,  which  is  not  ufed  for  vine- 
gar, yields  cyder  of  an  excellent  flavour,  when 

- mixed  with. an  equal  quantity  of  water. 


9.  The 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C  22 Q 

g.  The  longer  the  firft  juice  is  boiled,  the  bet- 
ter and  finer  the  fiigar  will  become. 

10.  In  order  that  the  trees  may  continue  pro- 
ductive, they  require  to  be  tapped  with  extraor- 
dinary care ; i.  e.  the  failures  muft  be  neither 
too  deep,  nor  too  wide,  fo  that  no  water  may  fet- 
tle in  them,  after  the  juice  is  extracted,  and  that 
the  wood  may  clofe  again  in  the  fpace  of  a 
twelve -month. 

11.  During  the  time  the  juice  is  flowing  out, 
which  lafts  about  fix  weeks,  and  generally  be- 
gins on  the  1 ft  of  February,  all  the  days  on 
which  it  freezes  or  rains  are  loft,  fo  that  the 
number  of  days  on  which  the  bufmefs  can  be 
purfued  to  advantage  is  frequently,  from  thefe 
circumftances,  much  diminifhed. 

12.  Maple  fugar,  however,  is  already  obtained 
in  fufficient  quantities,  to  form  a refpeftable  ar- 
ticle of  trade,  as  during  the  above  time  two  per- 
fo ns  can  frequently  make  from  five  to  fix  hun- 
dred pounds  of  it,  and  this  quantity  will  be  in- 
creafed  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  work- 
men employed.  As  the  maple-tree,  wherever 
it  grows,  multiplies  with  aftonifhing  rapidity, 
we  found,  almoft  every  where  on  our  journey, 
no  want  of  excellent  fugar.  At  Robinfon’s  it 
was  better  and  finer  than  we  had  met  with  any 
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where  e!fe  ; although  in  general  it  is  not  fb  white 
here  as  at  Afylum,  where  Meflrs.  de  Villaine 
End  D’Andlau  refine  it  with  the  yolks  of  eggs. 

At  honeft  Robinfon’s  we  alfo  partook  of  an  ex- 
cellent liqueur , or  dram,  which  he  called  cherry- 
rum,  and  wThich  confifts  of  the  juice  of  wild 
cherries,  mixed  up  with  a fmall  quantity  of  rum. 
We  learned,  on  this  occafion,  that  the  cherry- 
tree  never  produces  fruit  in  a foreft,  but  only 
when  it  ftands  Angle;  from  which  it  fliould  feem* 
that  the  neighbouring  trees  injure  and  impede  its 
vegetation.  We  were  indebted  chiefly  to  Mr. 
Robinfon  for  the  information  we  obtained  on  this 
fubjedt,  but  the  truth  of  it  wTas  equally  confirmed 
from  other  quarters. 

Our  rambles  in  this  neighbourhood  led  us,  at 
length,  to  Friendfmill,  where  we  found  Captain  i 
Williamfon.  The  refolution  of  making  this  ad- 
ditional excurfion,  in  lieu  of  waiting  for  him  at 
Bath,  feemed  the  rxioft  proper  wc  could  adopt. 

I think  it  right  here  to  take  fome  notice  of  our 
worthy  landlady  at  Friendfmill.  She  is  a young  j 
woman,  born  and  married' at  New  York,  whom 
the  {peculating  propenfity  of  her  hufband  has 
brought  into  this  country  to  keep  an  inn.  She 
arrived  here  about  two  months  ago  ; the  elegance 
of  her  manners,  and  the  propriety  of  her  con- 
duct 
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du dt,  diftinguifh  her  very  advantageoufly,  even 
from  many  American  ladies,  who  move  in  a 
higher  fphere  than  that  of  inn-keepers.  Her 
hufband,  engaged  in  his  fpeculations,  has  been 
abfent  almoft  all  the  time  fince  her  arrival  here. 
This  young  and  elegant  perfon,  highly  amiable 
in  every  point  of  view,  derives  additional  charms 
from  her  delicate  hate  of  health,  which  feems 
to  indicate,  that  fhe  was  not  defigned  by  nature 
for  the  drudgery  of  an  inn-keeper’s  wife  in  Ame- 
rica. She  is,  moreover,  without  the  affiftance 
of  any  fervant,  and  is,  confequently,  obliged  to 
perform  every  menial  work  herfelf  in  her  new 
fituation ; and  this  die  does  with  a degree  of  in- 
duftry,  and  a mien  fo  noble  and  graceful,  as  at 
once  to  command  our  fympathy,  refpedt,  and 
love.  We  found  ourfelves  interefted  in  her,  fhe 
attracted  all  our  efteem,  and  gained  our  warmed: 
admiration.  On  our  departure  we  teftifled  our 
wifh  that  her  hufband  might  foon  return,  and 
bring  with  him  the  fervants  fhe  hands  fo  much 
in  need  of;  and,  without  whofe  affiftance  her 
health  would  be  irretrievably  injured,  by  the  in- 
cedant  toils  requifite  in  her  prefent  fituation* 
On  the  whole,  we  obferved,  that  the  women  are 
handfomer  here  than  in  any  other  parts  of  the 
Continent  we  have  hitherto  traverfed,k 
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Monday , the  8th  of  June . 

Our  friend  B1  aeons,  who  had  not  yet  com- 
pletely recovered  from  his  fall,  and  was  appre- 
hend ve  of  a ilmilar  accident  on  our  way  back, 
propofed  to  wait  for  us  in  Canandtfqua,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  fatigue  of  travelling  eighty  miles 
with  us  in  a difficult  country.  We  fhould  value 
our  friends  not  for  the  pleafure  they  afford  us,  but 
on  their  own  account.  This  truifm,  which  in 
general  is  confidered  as  mere  theory,  was  here 
reduced  by  us  to  practice.  We  felt  and  teflified 
our  regret  at  parting  with  Blacons,  but  left  this 
matter  to  his  own  option  ; fearful,  only,  that 
he  fhould  mifs  his  wTay,  though  fhort  and  plain 
enough.  He  would  not  have  taken  this  refo- 
lution,  probably,  could  he  have  forefeen  that 
M.  Dupetitthouars  and  myfelf,  miffing  our  way 
at  the  very  outfet,  would  be  neceffitated  to  ftrike 
into  the  upper  road,  which  is  very  good,  and  thus 
avoid  the  impediments,  which  occafioned  his  fall, 
and  juftified  his  apprehenfions. 

On  our  way  back  to  Bath  we  met  with  no- 
thing remarkable,  except  an  Indian  intoxicated 
with  whifky,  and  who  demanded  of  us  more  of 
that  liquor.  He  belonged  to  a troop,  which  was 
hunting  in  the  foreft,  and  had  his  child  with 

him, 
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him,  though  no  Indian  habitation  was  to  be 
found  within  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  hundred 
miles.  Nothing,  however,  is  more  common 
than  thefe  hunting-rambles,  even  at  fuch  a great 
diftance  from  all  habitations.  The  produce  of 
the  chafe  they  fell  to  any  inhabitants  they  meet 
for  a dollar  or  a bottle  of  whifky,  and  behave, 
on  molt  occafions,  in  a very  orderly  manner. 
Few  or  no  complaints  are  made  of  them  ; a cir- 
cumftance  the  more  eafily  accounted  for,  as  an 
intoxicated  perfon  is  here  by  no  means  an  un- 
common appearance. 

Wednefday , the  loth  of  June . 

At  Bath  we  were  led  by  a train  of  reflections 
to  obferve  how  much  the  fuccefs  of  a lettle- 
ment  depends  on  the  activity,  judicious  manage- 
ment, inceflant  application,  and  fteady  profecu- 
tion  of  a well-concerted  plan ; fuccefs,  indeed,, 
muft  neceflarily  crown  not  only  this  fort  of  un- 
dertaking, but  all  others,  when  thus  planned  and 
executed.  Whether  Captain  Williamfon  be  the 
foie  proprietor  of  the  lands  in  Geneflee,  or  co- 
owner thereof ; or,  which  appears  to  me  the 
moft  probable,  is  merely  the  agent  of  the  weal- 
thy Sir  William  Pulteney  of  London,  the 
real  poffeflbr  of  thefe  lands,  all  things  relative  to 
the  fettlement  of  them  are  tranfaded  in  the 

Captain’s 
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Captain’s  name,  he  being  confidered  as  the  foie 
creator,  director,  and  main  fpring,  of  every  adl 
of  purchafe  and  fale  which  is  made  or  negoci- 
ated. 

The  land  in  GenefFee,  or  rather  that  part  of 
it  which  belongs  to  the  State  of  Maflachufetts, 
and  was  not  then  fold,  was,  in  1791,  pur- 
chafed  in  London  of  Mr.  Morris  for  one  Ihilling 
per  acre ; he  had  bought  it  of  Mr.  Phelps  for 
five-pence  per  acre.  The  contract  was  con- 
cluded on  the  fuppofition,  that  this  tradl  of  land 
contained  a million  of  acres  ; and  on  condition, 
that  the  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  which 
were  to  be  paid  immediately,  fhould  be  returned 
by  Mr.  Morris,  provided  that  Captain  William- 
fon,  who  was  to  view  the  lands,  fhould  not  find  j 
them  anfwerable  to  the  defcription  given  by  the 
vender.  Captain  Williamfon  was  highly  fatis- 
fied  with  the  lands ; and,  of  courfe,  the  agree- 
ment was  definitively  fettled.  It  reflects  no  lit- 
tle credit  on  Mr.  Morris,  that,  when  on  fur-  |i 
veying  the  lands  a furplus  of  one  hundred  and  j 
twenty  thoufand  acres  wras  difcovered,  he  made 
no  difficulty  in  transferring  them,  together  with  j 
the  reft,  to  Captain  Williamfon,  without  the 
leaft  remuneration,  becaufe,  as  he  obferved,  it  j 
had  been  h is  intention  bona  fide  to  fell  the  whole 
without  any  refervation  whatever.  But  for  this 

generous 
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generous  mode  of  proceeding,  the  difcovery  of 
fuch  a confiderable  furplus  might  have  furnifhed 
ample  matter  for  litigation.  It  is  much  to  be 
wifiied,  that  fo  difmterefted  and  liberal  a cha- 
racter may  find  means,  to  extricate  himfelf  from 
the  difficulties,  in  which  he  is  now  involved. 

This  diftridt  of  Captain  Williamfon’s,  bounded 
on  one  fide  by  Lake  Ontario,  and  on  the  other  by 
the  river  Genefiee,  extends  eighty  miles  in  length 
! by  thirty  or  forty  in  breadth.  Though  this  dif- 
tridi  comprehends  a quantity  of  land,  which  was 
fold  antecedent  to  Captain  Williamfon’s  con- 
tract, yet  its  continuity  is  not  thereby  inter- 
rupted. Captain  Williamfoh  has  purchafed  fome 
other  land,  which  he  has  annexed  to  that  bought 
of  Mr.  Morris,  fo  that  he  is  now  the  proprietor 
of  a tradl  confifting  of  not  lefs  than  one  million 
five  hundred  thoufimd  acres.  After  having  fpent 
fix  months  in  vifiting  and  fiirveying  this  exten- 
five  diftridt,  he  at  length  came  to  a determina- 
tion, to  found  at  once  feveral  large  eftabliih- 
ments,  rather  than  one  capital  colony.  He  ac- 
cordingly fixed  upon  the  moll  eligible  foots  for 
building  towns,  which  were  to  ferve  as  central 
points  to  his  whole  fyftem  of  fettlernents  ; thele 
were,  Bath,  on  the  creek  of  Conhodton ; Wil  - 
liamflburg,  on  the  river  Genefiee;  Geneva,  at  the 
extremity  of  Lake  Seneca;  and  Great  Sodas,  on 

Lake 
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Lake  Ontario.  He  has  divided  his  whole  terri- 
tory into  fquares  of  fix  miles.,  more  or  lefs,  vary- 
ing a little  according  to  local  circumftances. 
Each  of  thefe  fedtions  is  to  form  what  he  calls  a 

difhidl. 

The  captain  very  juftly  obferved,  that  this 
excellent  land,  for  it  is  in  general  of  the  belt 
quality,  would  foon  find  purchafers,  when  its 
fertility  fhould  come  to  be  properly  known.  He 
made  it  therefore  his  firft  bufmefs,  to  eftablifh  a 
mode  of  communication  between  Philadelphia 
and  this  new  trad:.  Formerly  perfons  travelling 
to  thefe  parts  were  obliged  to  proceed  hither  by 
the  way  of  Albany  and  New  York  ; which  caufes 
a circuit  of  five  hundred  miles  or  more,  that  part 
of  the  road  included  which  leads  from  North- 
umberland to  Loyalfock,  on  the  eaftern  arm  of 
the  Sufquehannah.  Captain  Williamfon  has 
fhortened  this  way  by  at  leaft  three  hundred 
miles.  The  new  road  likewife,  which  leads 
from  Bath  by  Painted  Foft,  is  now  continued 
as  far  as  Williamfburg,  while  a by-road  runs 
from  Bath  to  Canandaqua,  another  from  Bath  to 
Geneva,  and  a third  from  Canandaqua  to  Great 
Sodus.  In  addition  to  thefe,  feveral  others  have 
been  made,  which,  though  yet  not  much  fre- 
quented, will  in  time  become  of  great  impor- 
tance. For  the  ufe  of  this  vaft  territory,  the 

Captain 


NORTH  AMERICA.,  CANADA.,  &C.  23? 

Captain  has  already  ere &ed  ten  mills,  namely, 
three  com  and  feven  faw- mills,  together  with  a 
great  number  of  houfes  ; and  he  has  begun,  in 
feveral  places,  to  clear  the  wood-lands.  The 
confiderable  fums,  which,  being  fufficiently  rich 
for  that  purpofe,  he  was  under  the  neceffity  of 
advancing,  before  he  could  fell  an  inch  of  ground, 
he  juftly  confiders  as  money  laid  out  to  the  great- 
eft  poffible  advantage. 

He  moreover  put  himfelf  to  the  heavy  expence 
of  tranfporting  eighty  families  hither  from  Ger- 
many; which  lhauld  have  been  feleded  from 
I among  the  inhabitants  of  Saxony ; but  which 
his  agent  at  Hamburgh  chofe  from  among  the 
crouds  of  foreigners,  whom  poverty,  idlenefs,  and 
neceffities  of  every  kind,  induce  to  refort  to  that 
mercantile  city,  with  a view  to  emigration. 
Thefe  families,  which  on  their  arrival  here  were 
placed  on  fmall  farms,  have  not  however  cleared 
the  land  allotted  to  them.  Being  maintained 
I from  the  firft  out  of  Captain  Williamfon’s  ftores, 
they  did  not  fo  much  as  work  on  the  roads, 
which  they  were  to  finifh  ; and  their  leader,  the 
very  agent,  who  had  feledled  and  brought  them 
over,  after  having  rioted  for  fome  time  in  idle- 
nefs, drunkennefs,  and  debauchery,  at  length  ran 
£iway,  with  the  whole  fet,  tp  Canada ; being 

gained 
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gained  over,  if  we  may  believe  common  fame, 
by  the  Englifh. 

This  finifter  incident,  difcouraging  as  it  was 
to  the  Captain,  engaged  in  bufmefs  of  great  ur- 
gency and  importance,  did  not  however  deprefs 
his  fpirits,  or  cool  his  zeal.  The  foreign  la- 
bourers were  inftantly  replaced  by  Irifhmen, 
with  a very  confiderable  gain  in  point  of  the 
progrefs  of  labour,  as  well  as  of  faving  in  the 
article  of  expence.  The  roads,  which  had  been 
only  begun,  w ere  foon  put  into  good  condition  ; 
and  the  land,  which  at  firfb  was  fold  at  one  j 
dollar  per  acre,  in  two  years  time  fold  for  three. 
The  produce  of  about  eight  hundred  thoufand 
acres,  difpofed  of  in  this  manner  by  Captain  Wil- 
liamfon,  have  not  only  refunded  the  purchafe- 
money,  and  the  whole  amount  of  the  other  ex- 
pence  incurred,  but  alfo,  by  his  own  confeffion, 
yielded  a nett  profit  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  ; 
fterllng. 

This  great  and  rapid  accumulation  of  property 
he,  undoubtedly,  owes  to  the  money  he  at  firft 
advanced  ; but  befides  the  neceffity  of  this  money 
being  laid  out  with  judgment  and  activity,  it 
was  alfo  re  quill  te,  that,  in  addition  to  his  other 
means  of  forwarding  improvement,  he  fhould 
be  mafter  of  fome  fubordinate  advantages,  with- 
out which,  fo  rapid  a return  of  his  firft  difburfe- 

ments  |! 
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ments  was  hardly  to  be  expedted.  Captain  Wil- 
liamfon  conftantly  refides  in  the  very  centre  of 
his  fetllements,  which  circumftance,  alone,  gives 
him  a very  fuperior  advantage  over  all  the  great 
landholders,  private  fpeculators,  and  trading  com- 
panies, who  refide  in  towns  ; for  thefe,  being  of- 
ten engaged  in  flock -jobbing,  which  holds  out 
confiderable  profit,  nearer  in  profpedt  than  what 
can  be  obtained  from  the  fale  of  land,  difcou- 
rage  purchafers,  either  by  fubjedting  them  to 
enormous  travelling  charges,  or  obliging  them 
to  carry  on  a tedious  correfpondence,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  they  have  frequently  to  wait  a 
! long  time  before  they  can  get  a definitive  anfwer, 
if  they  do  not  incur  confiderable  unneceffary  ex- 
pence to  expedite  the  bufmefs. 

Captain  Williamfon,  on  the  contrary,  who  is 
always  to  be  found  in  the  midft  of  his  pofleffions^ 
and  is  ever  attentive  to  fee  and  anfwer  thofe  who 
have  bufinefs  with  him,  frequently  concludes  a 
; contract,  and  removes  every  difficulty,  in  the 
courfe  of  a few  minutes  converfation ; fo  that 
the  purchafer,  when  he  comes  to  view  the  land, 
being  extremely  pleafed  with  the  foil,  the  trifling 
purchafe-money,  the  fpeedy  conclufion  of  the 
contract,  and  the  good  reception  he  has  experi- 
enced from  the  Captain,  on  his  return  home  im- 
parts his  fatisfadtion  to  his  whole  neighbourhood, 

and 
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and  generally  brings  along  with  his  own  family 
fome  new  fettlers,  who  alfo  win  over  other  pro-^ 
felytes  in  the  like  manner,  and  from  the  fame 
motives. 

2dly,  Captain  Williamfon’s  land  is  free  from 
all  difpute  or  queftion  concerning  its  right  of 
occupancy.  His  claims  being  ftridlly  legal,  all 
his  land  is  properly  afcertained  and  marked  out. 
The  purchafers  can,  therefore,  with  entire  fecu- 
rity,  extend  at  once,  like  Captain  Williamfon, 
their  operations  over  every  part  of  their  fettle- 
ment.  This  is  an  important  additional  advan- 
tage in  the  fale  and  purchafe  of  land,  which 
ever  is  but  too  little  attended  to  by  thofe,  who 
are  engaged  in  fpeculations  of  this  nature. 

odly.  His  land,  the  price  for  an  acre  of  which 
has  gradually  rifen  from  one  dollar,  to  twelve  fh.il- 
lings,  two  dollars,  and  at  laft  to  three  dollars,  is 
always  fold  with  a provifo,  that  a number  of 
acres  be  cleared,  equal  to  the  number  of  families 
which  fhall  come  to  fettle,  within  eighteen 
months.  This  claufe  is,  however,  only  exacted 
from  thofe,  who  purchafe  a large  quantity  of 
land ; they  who  buy  fmall  fhares  of  five  hun- 
dred or  a thoufand  acres,  are  bound  only  to 
procure  one  family.  No  contract  is  concluded 
without  this  claufe,  which  is  of  more  import- 
ance, than  at  firft  fight  it  appears  to  be ; for 

every 
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every  man,  who  pofleffes  a piece  of  ground,  the 
value  of  which  is  progreffively  encreafing  every 
year,  will  be  folicitous  not  to  forfeit  the  pof- 
leffion  of  it,  and  conduct  himfelf  accordingly* 
However,  if  he  fhould  fell  again  before  the  ex- 
piration of  eighteen  months,  the  new  purchafer 
is  rendered  liable  to  the  condition,  and  Captain 
Williamfon,  who  adheres  to'  his  original  con- 
tract, ^find  confiders  the  land  as  mortgaged  for 
the  execution  of  it,  refames  the  pofTeffion  of  the 
fhares  then  fold,  if  the  conditions  of  the  fale  be 
not  fulfilled.  This  rigorous  meafure  is  not  pur- 
fued  in  cafes,  where  known  obftacles  impede  or 
protraCl  the  execution  of  the  claufe  : for  the 
Captain  is  too  fenfible,  that  it  is  his  intereft  to 
aCt  uniformly  in  a mild,  juft  and  condefcending 
manner.  The  claufe  however  can  always  be 
enforced,  and  is  actually  enforced  often  enough, 
to  fpur  the  indolence  of  fuch  purehafers  as 
need  this  incitement.  It  is,  therefore,  upon  the 
whole,  extremely  well  adapted  to  promote  the 
fuccefs  of  his  undertaking.  For,  in  proportion 
to  the  quantity  of  land  already  rendered  fit  for 
i cultivation,  will  doubtlefs  be  the  price  of  that 
| which  yet  remains  unfold. 

4thly,  The  following  are  the  Captain’s  terms 
of  payment:  to  difeharge  half  the  purchafe- 
| money  in  three  years  after  the  firfl  conclufion 
Vol,  I.  R of 
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of  the  contract,  and  the  remainder  at  the  expi- 
ration of  fix  years.  The  payment  of  intereft  to 
commence  from  eighteen  months  after  the  period 
when  the  bargain  is  {truck.  Thefe  terms  are 
remarkably  advantageous  to  a purchafer  ; for  if 
he  inflantly  fet  about  clearing  the  ground,  he 
may  eafily  obtain  the  produce  thereof,  before  the 
intereft  becomes  dire  ; nay,  his  crops  may  fre- 
quently procure  him  fomewhat  towards  the  pay- 
ment of  the  firft  inftalment.  Such  families,  as 
are  extremely  poor,  the  Captain  fup'plies  occafi- 
onally  with  a cow,  an  ox,  or  even  a houfe  to  . 
live  in.  But  this  generofity  he  exercifes  with  ■ 
great  prudence  and  diferetion.  He  makes  but 
few  prefents  of  this  nature,  yet  thefe  are  in  fufti- 
cient  number,  to  invite  colonilts,  by  a well- 
founded  reliance  on  his  general  character  for  be- 
nevolence; and  hitherto  none,  but  German  fa- 
milies, have  abufed  his  kindnefs.  Afliftance  fo 
highly  important  can  only  be  afforded  by  land- 
holders, who  refide  perfonally  on  their  demefnes. 

A proprietor,  w ho  is.  abfent  from  his  eftate,  or 
a diflant  commercial  company,  can  only  ad: 
upon  general  principles,  the  application  of  which 
frequently  leads  to  inconvenient  expences,  or  has 
a tendency  even  to  deprive  the  country  of  in- 
habitants, who  alone  can  give  it  agricultural  or 
political  importance. 

5thly, 
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Sthly,  Captain  Williamfon  never  eftablilhes  a 
fettlement,  without  having  previoufly  made  fuch 
arrangements,  as  fhall  fecure  a regular  fupply  of 
provifion  to  the  inhabitants.  His  own  fhores, 
which  however  he  does  not  feem  to  confider  as 
his  own,  are  never  opened,  unlefs  it  fhould  hap- 
pen, that  fettlers,  from  want  of  prudence  or  pro- 
perty, are  expofed  to  want.  Were  he  to  open 
them  before,  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants 
would  be  quickly  relaxed  ; which  in  all  new  fet- 
tlements  it  is  highly  neceflary  to  fofter  and  fti- 
mulate.  He  employs  the  fame  means  in  fuch 
fettlements  as  are  already  formed ; and  this  pre- 
caution, though  not  always  neceflary,  is  never 
attended  with  any  lofs  or  damage,  becaufe  in  a 
new  country  of  fuch  vail;  extent,  the  prime  ne- 
ceflfaries  of  life  are  lure  at  all  times  to  meet  with 
a ready  fale. 

Gthly,  He  encourages  every  new  fettlement  by 
taking  himfelf  a fhare  in  it.  When  five  or  fix: 
new  fettlers  have  formed  the  projedl  of  building 
their  houfes  together,  he  always  adds  one  to 
them  at  his  own  expence,  and  which  is  much 
fuperior  to  theirs.  This  expence,  which  at  firffc 
light  fee  ms  to  carry  with  it  an  air  of  generofity, 
or  perhaps  afredlation,  is  in  reality  founded  on 
the  foundefl:  policy.  The  fhare,  on  which  Wil«* 
Uamfon  builds,  generally  acquires  ten  times  its 
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former  value.  A purchafer  or  tenant  foon  ap- 
pears ; and  the  different  houfes  and  mills,  which 
he  has  erefted,  have  hitherto,  without  exception, 
produced  twice  or  three  times  as  much  as  they 
coft. 

7thly,  Once  every  year,  at  leaft,  he  makes  it  a 
point,  to  vifit  each  of  his  fettlements,  and  thus 
diffufes  activity  by  his  prefence.  This  infpedtion 
tends  to  promote  the  fale  of  the  land,  and  to  en- 
fure  fecurity  and  eafe  to  the  purchafer.  In  addi~ 
tion  to  thefe  prominent  traits  of  his  management, 
he  employs  all  the  various  means,  which  the 
peculiarity  of  fituation  or  other  circumftances 
may  offer.  Independently  of  the  medical  {lores, 
which  he  keeps  in  all  the  chief  places  of  his  fet- 
tlement,  he  encourages  by  premiums  races,  and 
all  other  games  and  paftimes  of  young  people. 
He  is  attempting  like  wife  to  eftablifh  horfe- 
races,  with  a view  to  improve  the  breed  of 
horfes,  and  keeps  himfelf  a fet  of  beautiful  ftal- 
lions.  Thefe  horfes  cover  only  the  mares  of  pro- 
prietors, who  rnuft  hire  them,  from  motives 
which  rnuft  be  obvious  to  all  who  are  converfant 
in  fubjefts  of  this  nature. 

Captain  Williamfon  has  now  nearly  put  the 
finifliing  ftroke  to  hrs  great  undertaking.  Next 
autumn  he  propofes  to  fail  for  England,  and  to 
return  the  following  fpring  with  a choice  affem- 

blage 
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Mage  of  horfes,  cattle,  and  fheep,  of  the  beft 
breeds  he  can  obtain,  and  a collection  of  mo- 
dels of  all  implements  of  agriculture,  the  dimen- 
fions  of  which  are  fo  nicely  calculated,  and  fp 
well  made  in  that  great  country,  where  all  ufeful 
arts,  and  efpecially  thofe  which  relate  to  agri- 
culture, have  attained  to  an  uncommon  degree 
of  perfection.  Captain  Will.iamfon  will,  there- 
fore, not  only  procure  to  his  extenfive  poffeffions 
fmgular  advantages  over  thofe  of  other  landhold- 
ers, but  alfo  become  the  benefactor  of  America 
at  large,  whofe  agriculture  he  cannot  fail  tojne- 
liorate,  by  offering  to  her  view  improvements, 
fanctioned  by  time  and  experience. 

What  I have  related  on  this  head  is  not 
merely  the  refult  of  what  we  faw  and  heard  from 
the  Captain  himfelf  during  our  flay  at  Bath,  but 
it  tallies  correctly  with  the  information  we  after- 
wards collected  at  Geneffee.  Captain  William - 
fon  is  here  univerfally  refpeded,  honoured,  and 
beloved.  How  glorious,  in  my  efteem,  is  his 
career  ! How  fortunate  and  enviable  his  deft i na- 
tion ! How  much  more  important  than  that  of 
a diffipated  courtier,  or  a mercenary  flock-job- 
ber ! I too,  not  in  a new  country,  but  in  France, 
where  there  is  fuch  arf  ample  field  for  ufeful 
exertion,  formed  ftmilar  eftablifhments  on  my 
eftates,  by  which  I diffufed  activity  and  induftry 
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all  around  me ; I ftudied  to  enrich  the  country, 
and  to  render  it  induftrious  and  flourifhing.  I 
hoped,  and  expedted,  to  encreafe  the  felicity  of 
my  own  fituation,  by  adding  to  the  comforts  of 
my  poor  neighbours.  Undertakings,  which  had 
no  objedt  but  the  welfare  of  my  country,  were 
beginning  to  be  crowned  with  all  the  defired 
fuccefs,  when  T was  fuddenly  obliged  to  relin- 
quifh  that  much  loved  country,  to  which  I was 
rendering  fo  much  fervice.  I am  now,  alas  ! an 
exile  ; all  my  hopes  have  vanifhed  like  a ihadow. 
Solitarily  I wander,  without  a country  I can  call 
my  own : life,  therefore,  for  me,  is  completely 
at  an  end.  But  no  more  of  thefe  refledfions  on 
what  I was,  and  what  I am : they  are  too  pain- 
ful. 

To  return  to  Captain  Williamfon.  The  four 
days  we  remained  here,  we  employed  in  vifiting 
the  different  fettlements  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Bath.  This  place  has  been  fixed  upon,  to 
be  the  chief  town  of  a county.  The  prefent 
county  of  Ontario,  at  the  next  fitting  of  the 
Uegiflative  Affembly  of  New  York,  is  to  be  di- 
vided into  two  parts,  one  of  which  is  to  retain 
its  former  name  of  Canandaqua,  from  the  chief 
town  fo  called ; and  the  other  is  to  aflume  the 
name  of  the  county  of  Bath,  the  chief  place  of 
which  is  to  be  the  city  of  that  name. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Williamfon  is,  at  prefent,  building  a 
fchool,  in  Bath.  This  he  intends  to  endow 
with  fome  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  to  take 
upon  himfelf  the  maintenance  of  the  matter,  un- 
til the  money,  paid  for  the  inttrudtion  of  the  chil- 
dren, fhall  be  fufficient  for  his  fupport.  For 
good  reafons,  the  Captain  has  been  for  fome 
time  paft  enquiring  after  an  able  fchool-mafter. 
He  is  alfo  building  a feflions-houfe  and  a prifon. 
The  prefent  inn  was  likewife  built  by  him ; but 
he  afterwards  difpofed  of  it  at  a confiderable  pro- 
fit. He  is  now  building  another,  chiefly  to  ex- 
cite proper  emulation,  and  an  Englifhman  aU 
ready  occupies  a part  of  the  unfinifhed  building, 
which,  in  addition  to  other  conveniences,  is  alfo 
to  contain  a ball-room.  Near  Bath,  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Conhodton,  he  has  eredled  a 
corn- mill,  and  two  faw^-mills  ; which  works* 
from  the  great  quantity  of  water  at  hand,  are 
capable  of  confiderable  enlargement.  Fie  is  like- 
wife conftrudting  a bridge,  for  the  purpofe  of 
opening  a free  and  uninterrupted  communication 
with  the  country  on  the  other  fide ; it  will  alfo 
prove  of  efientiaj  fervice  to  the  road  leading  to 
Willianifburg,  which  runs  along  the  foot  of  the 
mountains.  Thefe  mills,  when  finiflied,  will  not 
coft  more  than  five  thoufand  dollars ; and  the 
Captain  has  already  been  offered  for  them  twelve 
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thoufand  five  hundred  dollars,  befides  a fhare 
of  one  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  alfo  pqfleffeg 
fome  fmall  farms  in  the  vicinity  of  Bath.  A 
good  hufbandman,  who  was  his  neighbour  in 
Scotland,  fuperintends  thefe  farms,  which  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  better  managed,  and  better 
ploughed,  than  any  I have  hitherto  feen.  In  all 
thefe  fettlements,  he  has  at  lead:  one  eftate  re- 
ferved  for  himfelf.  The  flock  on  all  of  them  is 
remarkably  good,  and  he  keeps  them  in  his  own 
poffeffion,  until  he  can  oblige  fome  of  his  friends 
with  them,  or  handfome  offers  are  made  for 
them  from  other  quarters. 

To  the  different  fettlements  already  mentioned 
the  Captain  is  now  adding  two  others  on  Lake 
Ontario;  one  near  Rondegut,  on  the  river  Ge- 
neffee ; and  the  other  at  Braddock,  thirty  miles 
farther  inland.  A^s  there  appeared  fome  danger 
of  a war  breaking  out  between  America  and 
England,  it  is  but  very  lately,  that  he  carried  this 
project  into  execution  ; and  for  the  fame  reafon 
the  works  at  Great  Sodus  have  alio  been  much 
delayed.  Laft  year  General  Simcoe,  Governor 
of  Upper  Canada,  who  confidered  the  forts  of 
Niagara  and  Ofwego,  which  the  Englifh  have 
retained,  in  violation  of  the  treaty,  as  Englifh 
property,  together  with  the  banks  of  Lake  On- 
tario, fent  an  Englifh  officer  to  the  Captain,  with 

an 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA;  ScC. 


249 


an  injunction;  not  to  perfift  in  his  defign  of  for- 
ming thefe  fettlements.  The  Captain  returned 
a plain  and  fpirited  anfwer,  yet  neverthelefs  con- 
ducted himfelf  with  a prudence  conformable  to 
the  circumftances.  All  thefe  difficulties;  how- 
ever, are  now  removed  by  the  profpedl  of  the 
continuance  of  peace,  and  till  more  fo  by  the 
treaty  newly  concluded.  It  is  afferted,  that  the 
fituation  of  Great  Sodus,  on  the  coaft  of  this 
diftrict,  promifes  to  afford  fafe  and  convenient 
moorings  for  fliips,  from  the  depth  of  the  water, 
and  that  the  poft  may  alfo  be  eafily  fortified 
againfl  an  enemy.  On  confulting  the  map,  the 
great  importance  of  fuch  a harbour  to  the  United 
States,  will  be  readily  difeerned,  whether  it  be 
confidered  as  a port  for  fhips  of  war,  or  for  mer- 
chantmen. 

Hitherto  I have  fpoken  of  Captain  William- 
fon  merely  in  his  public  character,  as  founder 
of  the  mod:  extenfive  fettlement,  which  has 
hitherto  been  formed  in  America.  I fhall  how 
1 follow  him  into  private  life,  where  iiis  hofpi- 
tality  and  other  focial  qualities  render  him  equally 
confpicuous  and  amiable  : and  here  it  is  but  do- 
ing him  common  juftice  to  fay,  that  in  him  are 
united  all  the  civility,  good  nature,  and  cheerful- 
nefs,  which  a liberal  education,  united  to  a pro- 
per knowledge  of  the  world,  can  impart.  We 

fpent 


250 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


fpent  four  days  at  his  houfe,  from  an  early  hour  : 
in  the  morning  until  late  at  night,  without  ever 
feeling  ourfelves  otherwife  than  at  home.  Per- 
haps it  is  the  faireft  eulogium  we  can  pafs  on 
his  free  and  eafy  urbanity,  to  fay,  that  all  the 
time  of  our  flay  he  feemed  as  much  at  his  eafe, 
as  if  we  had  not  been  prefent.  He  tranfa&ed  all  j 
his  bufmefs  in  our  prefence,  and  was  actively 
employed  the  whole  day  long.  We  were  pre- 
fent at  his  receiving  perfons  of  different  ranks 
and  defcriptions,  with  whom  the  apartment  he 
allots  to  bufmefs  is  generally  crouded.  fie  re-  j 
ceived  them  all  with  the  fame  civility,  attention, 
cheerfulnefs,  and  good  nature.  They  come  to 
him  prepofTeffed  with  a certain  confidence  in 
him,  and  they  never  leave  him  diffatisfied.  He 
is  at  all  times  ready  to  converfe  with  any,  who 
have  bufmefs  to  tranfadl  with  him.  He  will 
break  off  a converfation  with  his  friends,  or  even 
get  up  from  dinner,  for  the  fake  of  difpatching 
thofe,  who  wifli  to  fpeak  to  him.  From  this  j 
conflant  readinefs  of  receiving  all  who  have  bufi- 
nefs  with  him,  fhould  any  conclude,  that  he  is  ] 
influenced  by  a thirft  of  gain,  this  furmife  would 
be  contradicted  by  the  unanimous  teftimony  of  | 
all  who  have  had  dealings  with  him,  thofe  not 
excepted,  who  have  bought  land  of  him,  which 
many  of  them  have  fold  again  with  confiderable  j 
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advantage  to  themfelves.  But  were  it  even  un- 
deniable, that  money  is  his  leading  or  foie  objedt, 
it  is  highly  definable,  that  all,,  who  are  fwayed 
by  the  fame  paffion,  Would  gratify”  it  in  the  fame 
j juft,  honourable,  and  ufeful  manner* 

The  prices  of  all  forts  of  provifion,  of  cattle, 
and  labour,  in  this  diftricft,  are  exactly  the  fame 
as  in  the  Friends’  Settlement,  or,  at  leaft,  fo 
nearly  the  fame,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  mention 
! the  difference.  The  price  of  carpenter’s  work 
is  four  pence  a foot  for  hewn  timber,  and  two 
dollars  for  ten  fquare  feet  in  boarding  the  tides  of 
buildings,  or  covering  them  with  Ihingles.  It 
Ihould  be  obferved,  however,  that  all  forts  of 
merchandize  are  much  dearer  in  the  ftiops  here 
than  at  Mrs.  Hill’s,  at  Friendfmill.  The  price 
of  commodities  in  thefe  new  fettlements  de- 
pends, it  may  be  faid,  entirely  on  the  honour 
of  the  trader  ; for  he  alone  can  fupply  the  wants 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  Americans  never 
! offer  left  than  the  feller  demands.  The  prices 
of  planks  are  higher  at  the  Captain’s  mill  than 
any  where  elfe.  He  takes  feven  dollars  per  thou- 
fand  for  cutting  them,  and  the  mill,  which  is  con- 
tinually at  work,  can  cut  ftx  thoufand  in  twenty- 
four  hours  time.  He  fells  them  at  the  rate  of 
nine  fhillings  per  hundred.  Should  he  continue 
I poffeffor  of  the  mill  for  any  length  of  time,  it  is 
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his  intention  to  lower  the  price.  He  obferved 
to  us,  that  if  he  were  to  do  fo  at  prefent,  he 
fhould  difcourage  all  the  other  inhabitants,  who 
may  have  formed  the  defign  of  conftru&ing 
mills,  and  that  the  prices  will  foon  be  brought  j 
down  by  competition. 

We  are  allured,  that  the  climate  here  is  much 
more  temperate,  both  in  winter  and  fummer, 
than  in  Pennfylvania  ; that  the  winter  feldom  or 
never  lafts  above  four  months ; that  the  cattle, 
even  in  that  feafon,  graze  in  the  foreft  without 
inconvenience ; and  that  no  provifion  of  fodder 
is  requifite,  during  the  winter,  except  for  fuch 
cattle  as  are  to  be  fattened.  Neither  does  the 
fnow  ever  lie  fo  deep  as  to  cover  all  the  herbs, 
which  ferve  for  their  pafture. 

Captain  Williamfon  has  hitherto  endeavoured, 
but  in  vain,  to  remove  the  objection  of  this  dif- 
tridl  being  rather  unhealthy.  In  his  opinion,  the 
unhealthinefs  afcribed  to  it  is  nothing  but  the  na- 
tural effedt  of  the  climate  upon  new  fettlers,  and 
is  confined  to  a few  fits  of  fever,  with  which 
ftrangers  are  ufuaily  feized  in  the  firfl  or  fecond 
year  after  their  arrival.  It  is  certain,  however, 
that  the  inhabitants  all  agree  in  this  unfavour- 
able report  of  their  climate  ; notwithftanding 
which  crouds  of  new  fettlers  refort  every  year  to 
this  diftridt.  Thus  much,  at  leaft,  we  obferved, 

that 


NORTH  AMERICA^  CANADA;  &C.  253 

that  marfhes  and  pieces  of  ftagnant  water  are 
thickly  fpread  over  the  face  of  the  country  ; but 
thefe  will,  no  doubt;  be  drained;  as  population 
and  cultivation  fhall  encreafe ; this  however  is 
and  will  for  fome  time  be  unattempted;  and 
moreover,  the  water  for  common  drink  is  in 
moft  places  unpleafant  and  unwholefome. 

Though  we  flept  at  the  inn,  yet  we  fpent  the 
whole  day,  from  morning  to  night,  at  Mr.  Wil- 
liamfon’s,  where  we  enjoyed  more  tranquillity 
than  in  the  noify  inn,  which  is  no  bigger  than  a 
fparrow’s  neft,  and  is  always  crouded  with  tra- 
vellers. One  night  twenty-five  of  us  flept  in 
two  rooms,  in  fix  beds,  which  rooms  were,  in 
faft,  nothing  but  defpicable  corn-lofts  or  garrets, 
pervious  to  the  wind  and  rain. 

The  habitation  of  the  Captain  confifts  of  fe- 
veral  fmall  houfes,  formed  of  trunks  of  trees  and 
joiner’s  work,  which  at  prefent  make  a very  irre- 
gular whole,  but  which  he  intends  foon  to  im- 
prove. His  way  of  living  is  Ample,  neat,  and 
good;  every  day  we  had  a joint  of  frefh  meat, 

; vegetables,  and  wine.  We  met  with  no  cir- 
cumftances  of  pomp  or  luxury,  but  found  eafe, 
good  humour,  and  plenty.  In  the  ufeful,  yet 
| comfortable,  manner,  in  which  the  Captain  lives, 
life  may  be  fecurely  enjoyed,  without  difturbing 
the  enjoyments  of  others. 


About 
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About  twenty  houfes  compote,  as  yet,  the  j 
whole  of  the  town  of  Bath.  It  is  built  on  one 
of  the  bays,  which  the  Conhodton  forms  in  its  jj 
courfe.  The  banks  of  this  creek  are  bounded  | ■ 
on  the  oppofite  fide  by  pretty  .high  mountains,  jjj 
which  are  chiefly  covered  with  pines  and  hem- 
lock firs. 

j; 

Our  firft  intention  was  to  have  flopped  at  p 
Captain  Williamfon’s  only  one  day  ; in  compli-  ; 
ance  with  his  wilh,  however,  we  added  another,  | 
and  neceffity  compelled  us  to  flay  a third.  When  j 
on  the  point  of  fetting  out,  I perceived  that  my  ! 
horfe  was  lame;  and  though  we  were  affined,  j 
that  he  might  make  the  journey  without  the  j 
leaft  inconvenience,  yet  Captain  Williamfon 
obligingly  infilled  on  our  flaying  one  day  longer. 
We  fhould  not  have  hefitated  a moment  to  com- 
ply with  this  invitation,  but  for  the  uneafinefs, 
W7hich  our  delay  might  occafion  to  our  friend 
Blacons.  Mr.  Guillemard  obviated  this  diffi- 
culty, by  offering  to  proceed  himfelf,  and  thus 
remove  any  anxiety  of  our  friend.  Mr.  Dupetit-  j 
thouars  and  myfelf  yielded,  after  this,  with  great 
pleafure,  to  the  earneft  and  polite  entreaties  of 
the  Captain. 

Mrs.  Williamfon,  whom  we  had  not  feen  for  j 
the  firft  two  days,  made  her  appearance  on  the 
third  at  dinner.  To  judge  from  her  deportment* 

timidity.  J 
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timidity,  even  to  a degree  of  bafhfulnefs,  had  till 
then  deprived  us  of  her  company.  She  is  a na- 
tive of  Bofton,  and  was  married  there  to  the 
Captain,  who,  in  the  contefi;  with  Britain,  had 
refided  at  Bofton  as  a prifoner  of  war ; being  car- 
ried thither  by  a privateer,  who  captured  the 
Ihip,  on  board  of  which  he  was  a paffenger, 
with  a view  to  join  his  regiment.  Mrs.  Wil- 
liamfon,  it  feems,  had  followed  her  hufband  to 
Scotland,  and  afterwards  to  GenefTee.  She  is  yet 
but  a young  woman,  of  a fair  complexion,  civil, 
though  of  few  \vords,  and  mother  of  two  lovely 
children,  one  of  whom,  a girl  three  years  old,  is 
the  fineft  and  handfomeft  I ever  faw.  This  our 
opinion  we  did  not  fail  to  report  to  her  parents, 
which  afforded  them  great  fatisfaclion. 

V 

Friday , the  1 2th  of  June. 

Our  horfes,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  being  com- 
pletely refreshed  and  recovered,  through  the  civi- 
lity of  the  Captain,  we  at  length  quitted  his  hof- 
pitable  dwelling,  and  took  our  leave,  with  mu- 
tual promifes  of  epiftolary  correfpondence,  and 
rendering  each  other  every  fervice  in  our  power 
— by  which  at  leaf!  my  travelling  companion, 
Dupetitthouars,  and  myfelf,  could  furely  be  no 
lofers. 

After  leaving  Bath,  we  paffed  through  a fmall 

fettlement. 
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fettlement,  confiding  of  about  four  Englifh  fa- 
milies, which  arrived  here  from  London  only  fix 
months  ago.  They  are  chiefly  fawyers,  who  had 
been  ufed  to  work  for  the  cabinet-makers  in  that 
great  metropolis.  They  now  work  for  them- 
felves,  and  poffefs  each  an  eftate  of  about  ninety 
acres.  Thefe  they  have  already  begun  to  clear  for 
cultivation,  affifting  each  other  with  their  cattle 
and  labour.  They  cannot  fail,  in  time,  to  make 
their  fortunes ; and  in  the  mean  while  they  en- 
joy that  ftate  of  independence,  which  forms  one 
of  the  beft  bieffings  of  life,  if  accompanied  with 
the  means  of  fubfiflence.  Their  log-houfes  have 
an  appearance  of  cleanlincfs,  neatnefs,  and  order, 
which  plainly  befpeak  thefe  families  to  be  Eng- 
lifli.  To  judge  from  the  choice  of  their  books, 
which  form  a part  of  their  furniture,  and  from 
the  converfation  of  fome  of  them,  they  appear  to 
be  Methodifts.  Thefe  new  Englifh  fettlers  have, 
this  year,  already  made  maple-fugar,  and  one  of 
them  the  fin'eft  I have  yet  feen.  even  that  of 
Afylum  not  excepted.  Two  of  the  wives  of 
thefe  new  fettlers  have  already  caught  the  fever, 
and  not  one  of  them  appears  to  enjoy  a good 
ftate  of  health.  Eighteen  miles  farther  from 
Bath,  we  found  another  family,  that  came  hither 
lafl  autumn  from  Maryland,  affiifted  with  a fever. 
Tout  miles  farther  on  we  flopped  at  one  Mrs. 

Beyer’s 
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Beyer’s,  who  v/as  likewife  laid  up  with  an  in- 
termittent fever,  the  fits  of  which  returned  every 
day.  This  fever  may,  perhaps,  be  a tribute,  paid 
but  once  to  the  climate,  as  Captain  Williamfom 
thinks ; but  the  country,  excellent  as  it  is  in  all 
other  refpefts,  carries,  I think,  undoubted  marks 
of  being  unhealthy ; fuch  as  ftagnant  waters, 
phofphoric  exhalations,  fwampy  creeks,  bad 
water  for  drinking,  and  an  abfolute  fcarcity  of 
fprings.  Having  fome  quantity  of  bark  in  our 
travelling- cafe,  we  gave  a little  of  it  to  Mrs.  Be- 
ver,  with  directions  how  to  ufe  it ; we,  at  the 
fame  time,  wrote  a letter  to  Captain  Williamfon, 
informing  him  of  the  diftrefs  of  this  family,  and 
of  their  want  of  more  bark.  We  entertain  little 
doubt,  but  that  the  Captain  will  receive  this  in- 
telligence as  a firft  attempt  to  fulfil,  on  our  part, 
the  engagement  we  entered  into  when  we  took 
leave  of  him. 

It  will  be  eafily  conceived,  that  after  we  had 
given  the  poor  woman  this  advice,  her  hufband 
lhewed  us  all  the  refpeft,  which  men  of  the  me- 
dical profeffion  generally  receive  in  this  country. 
Yet  his  demonftrations  of  refpeCt  ceafed,  when 
we  refufed  his  repeated  offers  to  pay  us  for  the 
bark.  Though. we  no  Jonger  appeared  to  Bever 
phyficians  of  the  ufual  caft,  yet  we  were  certainly 
deemed  very  knowing  and  clever,  for  feveral  of 

Vox,.  I.  S the 


458. 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


the  ten  or  twelve  perfons,  who  had  repaired  to 
this  cottage  for  fhelter  and  food,  fhewing  us  their 
wounds  and  contuflons,  requefted  our  advice  con- 
cerning them.  We  recommended  to  them,  to 
wafh  their  fores  with  fait  and  water;  and  the 
fimplicity  of  this  remedy,  which  would  perhaps 
have  met  with  little  approbation  from  European 
peafants,  did  not  here,  in  the  leaft,  abate  the  high 
opinion,  which  thefe  good  people  had  conceived 
of  our  fuperior  knowledge.  The  company  we 
met  with  at  Mr.  Bevers  confuted  of  furveyors 
and  forne  other  perfons,  who  had  furveyed  land, 
which  they  intended  to  purchafe  on  the  heights 
of  Lake  Canandaqua. 

jL 

1 fay  on  the  heights , becaufe  in  that  place  a 
chain  of  mountains,  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  in 
length,  feparates  the  water,  which  flows  in  a 
fouthern  direction,  from  that,  which  difcharges 
i-tfelf  into  the  river  of  St.  Laurence. 

We  found,  among  thefe  perfons,  a young 
man,  who  about  fix  weeks  before  had  been  bit- 
ten  on  the  knee  by  a rattle-fnake,  while  he  wTas 
fifliing  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Canandaqua.  At 
firft  he  did  not  feel  much  pain  in  the  part  af- 
fected ; but  an  hour  afterwards  a fwelling  ap- 
peared, which  gradually  extended  all  along  the 
leg  to  the  foot,  and  both  became  fo  ftiff,  that 
he  was-  unable  to  move  them.  A cure  wras  ef- 
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felled  within  the  fpace  of  only  fix  days  by  the 
juice  of  fnake-root  laid  on  the  wound  and  fwel- 
ling,  as  a poultice,  mixed  with  milk  * together 
with  a few  drops  of  that  juice,  pure  and  un- 
mixed, taken  internally.  Inftances  of  fuch  bites 
occur  but  very  feldom,  and  only,  it  fee  ms*  when 
the  animal  has  been  touched  ; otherwife  it  con- 
ftantly  retires,  and  may  be  killed  by  a blow  with 
the  flendereft  flick. 

It  is  a common  obfcrvation,  that  wild  ani- 
mals are  lefs  fierce  in  America  than  in  othes 
parts  of  the  globe  ; the  truth  of  this  is  con- 
firmed by  the  teftimony  of  fuch  as,  from  their 
refidence  in  forefts,  are  beft  qualified  to  polfefs 
fatisfacflory  information.  Wolves,  bears,  nay  even, 
panthers,  moftly  flee  before  man  ; and  the  in- 
ftances of  their  doing  mifchief  are  fo  rare,  that 
the  very  reality  of  it  might  be  doubted. 

The  dangers,  therefore,  to  which  new  fettlers 
are  expofed,  are  not  much  to  be  apprehended* 
The  fevereft  misfortune,  to  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  American  foreft  are  liable,  is  the  lofs 
of  their  children  in  the  woods.  Thefe  unfor- 
tunate infants,  over  whom  it  is  almoft  impoffi- 
ble  to  keep  conftantly  a watchful  eye,  are  apt  to 
run  out  of  the  houfe,  which  is  feldom  fenced 
the  firft  year,  and  ftraying  from  their  homes  are 
unable  to  find  them  again.  In  fuch  cafes,  how- 
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ever,,  all  the  neighbours,  nay  perfons  from  the 
remoteft  parts,  join  in  the  fearch  after  thefe  little 
unfortunate  creatures,  and  fometimes  they  are 
found;  but  there  are  alfo  inftances  of  their  be- 
ing totally  loft,  or  difcovered  only  when  dead  of 
hunger  or  fear. 

Saturday , the  13  th  of  June . 

From  Bever’s  we  rode  on,  till  we  came  to 
Captain  Metcalf’s,  where  we  flopped  for  the 
night.  He  lives  at  the  diftance  of  eight  miles 
from  the  former  houfe,  and  keeps  an  inn.  This 
diftri(!i  is  called  Watkinftown,  from  feveral  fa- 
milies of  this  name,  who  poflefs  the  greateft  pro- 
perty here.  The  road  from  Bath  to  Metcalf’s 
habitation  is  generally  bad  enough,  as  is  moftly 
the  cafe  in  a luxuriant  foil,  and  efpecially  after 
a fall  of  rain ; fo  that,  where  the  roads  are  not 
properly  made,  the  intereft  of  the  traveller  mu  ft 
abfolutely  claili  with  that  of  the  landowner. 

Two  miles  on  this  fide  of  Bever’s  houfe  we 
had  obferved  the  commencement  of  a range  of 
mountains,  which  appeared  to  us  to  feparate,  in 
thefe  parts,  the  waters  of  the  Sufquehannah  from 
thofe  of  the  lakes. 

After  we  had  paffed  the  above  Englifh  fet de- 
ment near  Bath,  we  met  with  no  habitation  but 
at  diftances  of  eighteen,  twenty,  and  twenty-two 

miles. 
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miles.  Between  Metcalf’s  houfe  and  Cananda-* 
qua,  1:  owever,  the  dwellings  ftand  clofer  toge- 
ther, The  lands,  belonging  to  Captain  Wil- 
liamfon,  terminate  at  Bever’s  houfe ; all  the 
ground  thence  to  Canandaqua,  and  farther  on, 
has  been  fold  by  Robert  Morris,  or  Meffrs.  Phelps 
and  Gorham,  who  had  purchafed  their  demefnes 
before  Mr.  Williamfon  bought  his.  Metcalf, 
for  inftance,  three  years  ago,  purchafed  his  eftate 
from  them  for  one  fhilling  per  acre.  Of  the  one 
thoufand  acres,  he  then  bought,  he  has  already 
fold  live  hundred  and  upwards  for  from  one  to 
three  dollars  per  acre,  and  fome  have  fetched 
twenty-five  dollars. 

The  profits,  which  are  made  by  fpeculations 
in  land,  all  over  America,  and  efpecially  in  this 
neighbourhood,  are  great,  beyond  calculation. 
We  palTed,  however,  through  feveral  fettle- 
ments,  which  were  deferted.  Occurrences  of 
this  kind  are  common  enough  in  new  countries  ; 
and  experience  fhews,  that  of  ten  new  fettlers, 
who,  in  the  firft  inftance  join  to  clear  and  cul- 
tivate frefh  grounds,  at  the  expiration  of  a cou- 
ple of  years,  one  only  will,  for  the  moft  part, 
remain ; and  the  fecond , nay,  at  times,  the  third 
fettlers  are  generally  the  beft  colonifts.  They 
take  advantage  of  the  labours  and  difburfements 
of  their  predeceflors,  remain  in  the  country,  and 
S 3 thus 
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thus  become  truly  ufeful  to  the  fettlement.  Cap^ 
tain  Metcalf,  befides  his  lands  and  inn,  poffefTes 
a fawmill,  where  four  thoufand  five  hundred  feet 
of  boards  are  cut  daily.  Thefe  boards  he  fends 
on  the  Lake  to  Canandaqua,  where  they  are  fold 
for  ten  fhillings  a thoufand  feet.  Wheat  is  fold 
here  for  fix  fhillings  a bufhel,  and  Indian  com 
for  four  fhillings.  There  is  a fchoolmafter  in 
Watkindown,  with  a falary  of  twelve  dollars  per 
month  ; all  the  families,  that  contribute  to  this 
dipend,  have  the  right  of  fending  their  children 
to  his  fchooh 

The  road  to  Canandaqua  is  bad  and  miry, 
running  for  the  fird  three  miles  condantly  along 
water.  A little  farther  on,  where  its  direction  j 
is  more  elevated,  it  mends.  The  foil  contains 
a dratum  of  black  earth,  a foot  or  more  in  depth. 

On  travelling  this  road,  we  obferved  one  or  two  j 
extend ve  trails  of  ground,  cleared  by  the  Indians, 
but  few  habitations.  The  few  ploughs  we  faw 
here  were  drawn  by  oxen.  The  woods  are  thick 
and  lofty.  Sugar- maple,  black  birch,  oak,  hick- 
ory, hemlock  fir,  and  beech,  are  the  mod:  pre- 
vailing trees.  The  ague  is  a common  diforder 
in  all  thefe  parts. 

The  Lake  of  Canandaqua,  which  we  reached 
at  the  didance  of  four  miles  from  the  town,s 
exhibits  a very  delightful  afpedl.  The  banks  are 

not 
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not  very  low.  The  long  and  tedious  famenefs 
of  thafe  woods,  through  which  we  had  puffed, 
•contributed,  probably,  not  a little  to  enhance  the 
agreeablenefs  of  the  profpedt  now  before  us.  On 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  lake  is  an  orchard,  -where 
very  confiderable  quantities  of  cyder  are  made 

for  fale  at  Canandaqua. 

I 

■ 

Sunday , the  1 4th  of  June, 

Canandaqua  is,  as  I have  already  obferved,  the 

chief  town  of  the  county  of  Ontario.  It  {lands 

on  the  bank  of  the  lake  of  the  fame  name.  On 
I . 

the  ground,  now  occupied  by  the  town,  Hood, 

four  years  ago,  a tingle  factory,  which  carried 
on  fome  trade  with  the  Indians.  The  towm 
confifls,  at  prefent,  of  forty  houfes.  The  ter- 
ritory of  this  city,  which  contains  about  fifty 
thoufand  acres,  is  one  of  the  diftri£ts,  which 
belonged  to  the  State  of  Maffachufetts,  and  were 
fold  prior  to  the  contrail  concluded  with  Cap- 
tain Williamfon.  The  town,  although  feated 
on  an  eminence,  is  not  more  healthy  than  the 
neighbouring  country.  Mr.  de  Blacons  found 
here,  laft  autumn,  a g?eat  number  of  perfons 
afflicled  with  the  ague.  This  was  attributed 
to  the  uncommon  wetnefs  of  the  feafon,  and 
the  ague,  it  was  faid,  had  made  its  appearance 
during  the  rains.  We  are  now  here  in  the  month 
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of  June  ; and  yet  it  rages  as  much,  if  not  more, 
than  it  did  laid  autumn.  No  alleviation  of  this 
afSi&ing  circumftance  is,  therefore,  to  be  ex- 
pected, except  from  time,  and  a gradual  encreafe 
of  labour,  cultivation,  and  population.  The 
ho ufe s in  Canandaqua,  though  all  built  of  wood, 
are  much  better  than  any  of  that  defcription  I 
have  hitherto  feen  in  other  cities.  They  confift 
moftly  of  joiner’s  work,  and  are  prettily  painted. 
In  front  of  fome  of  them  are  fmall  courts,  fur- 
rounded  with  neat  railings.  Some  of  the  in- 
habitants poiTefs  confiderable  property  ; among 
thefe  are  Meflrs.  Phelps  and  Gorham,  for  a long 
timfe  paid  proprietors  of  thefe  lands,  or,  to  fpeak 
more  properly,  their  children ; Mr.  Thomas 
Morris,  fon  of  Mr.  Robert  Morris  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  agent  for  his  father  in  the  manage- 
ment of  a large  trad  of  lapd,  which  he  pofleffes 
in  this  neighbourhood,  with  other  confiderable 
diftriCls  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Geneffee,  and 
beyond  it,  ftill  occupied  by  the  Indians,  but 
w hich  he  has  acquired  the  right  of  purchafing 
in  preference  to  all  other  perfons  ; Mr.  Chip- 
ping, director  of  the  affairs  of  the  United  States 
with  the  Indians;  and  many  others,  whofe  names 
I have  not  been  able  to  learn.  There  are  two 
inns  in  the  town,  and  feveral  fhops,  where  com- 
modities are  fold,  and  llioes  and  other  articles 

made- 
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madp.  The  encreafe  of  population,  however,  is 
not  confiderable  in  thefe  new  fettlements  ; and 
there  is  at  prefent  a great  deficiency  of  labour- 
ing men.  The  habitations  in  the  adjoining  dif- 
tridl  are  but  thinly  fcattered.  The  lands,  as 
well  as  the  town-fhares,  are,  for  the  moft  part, 
the  property  of  rich  individuals,  who  refide  in 
towns,  and  having  purchafed  them  on  fpecula- 
tion,  are  unwilling  to  part  with  them  until  time 
fhall  have  raifed  their  value. 

The  only  potable  water  in  Canandaqua  is  ob- 
tained by  pumps ; but  even  this  is  indifferent, 
and  no  fpring  has  yet  been  found  in  the  to\yn, 
or  in  its  neighbourhood.  There  is  not  even  a 
creek  lefs  than  four  or  five  miles  diftant ; and 
there  is,  confequently,  no  profpebl  of  eftablifhing 
any  mills  nearer  the  town. 

Tl)e  lands  here  are  faid  to  produce  as  much 
wheat  as  is  neceffary  for  the  confumption  of  the 
inhabitants  ; the  ordinary  price  of  it  is  fix  £hil- 
lings  a bufhel.  The  woods  contain  but  very  few 
large  trees,  the  fcarciiy  of  which,  together  with 
the  waqt  of  faw-mills,  is  the  reafon  why  boards, 
when  bought  at  the  mill,  . coft  here  ten  dollars  a 
thoufand.  The  price  of  land  is  three  dollars  per 
acre,  without  the  town,  and  fifteen  dollars  wihin 
its  precindls.  The  price  of  Indian  com,  oats>  &c. 
are  much  the  fame  as  at  Friendfmill  and  Bath. 

Day- 
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Day-labourers,  whom  it  is  difficult  to  procure, 
generally  earn  five  fhillings  per  day  wages.  Du- 
ring the  laft  harveft,  however,  Mr.  Thomas  Mor- 
ris  paid  as  high' as  ten  fhillings,  befides  finding 
them  in  victuals.  The  land,  although  tolerably 
good,  is  inferior  to  what  we  faw  in  other  parts 
of  OenefTee,  which  we  traverfed.  The  average 
produce,  in  the  firft  year  of  its  cultivation,  is 
from  twenty  to  twenty- four  bufhels  of  wheat  per 
acre.  They  make  ufe  of  the  plough  even  in  the 
firft  year.  The  oxen  are  good,  becaufe  molt  of 
the  new  fettlers  come  from  New  England,  and 
generally  bring  their  cattle  with  them  from  that 
province.  In  our  journey  we  met,  near  Canan- 
daqua,  feveral  parties  of  American  emigrants, 
more  or  lefs  numerous,  travelling  to  Niagara. 
One  of  them  confifted  of  five  or  fix  families, 
who  had  with  them,  thirty-four  head  of  cattle. 
Thefe  travelling  companies  are  very  frequent ; 
emigration  from  Niagara  into  the  United  States 
is  alfo  confiderable,  but  lefs  fo  than  in  the  firft- 
mentioned  diredion. 

I had  a letter  to  Mr.  Chipping  from  General 
Knox,  which  Mr.  de  Blacons  had  delivered  pre- 
vious to  our  arrival.  This  letter  procured  us 
an  Indian,  who  fpoke  the  French  language,  and 
was  to  condudl  us  in  our  journey  from  Canan- 
daqua  to  Niagara.  He  was  accordingly  fent  for 

by 
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by  Mr.  Chipping.  We  called  at  the  houfe  of 
that  gentleman*  to  return  him  our  thanks  for 
this  favour*  and  alfo  to  fee  fome  Indians*  who 
were  with  him.  He  adts  as  agent  for  the  United 
States,  with  all  the  nations  bordering  on  Canan- 
daqua. 

Thefe  Indians  were  about  twelve  in  number, 
among  whom  were  feveral  chiefs  of  the  tribe  of 
Seneca  Indians ; one  of  them  was  Red  Jacket* 
a warrior  of  no  fmall  note  among  his  country- 
men. They  paid  Mr.  Chipping  a vifit*  that  is 
to  fay*  they  came  to  partake  of  his  whifky  and 
meat.  Such  parties  come  very  frequently*  and, 
in  general,  merely  for  this,  and  no  other  purpole. 
On  thefe  occafions  they  drink  as  much  as  they 
can*  and*  when  fatiated*  a few  bottles  are  gene- 
rally diftributed  among  the  party,  to  take  with 
them.  We  found  them  in  a fmall  hut,  behind 
the  agent’s  houfe,  which  indeed  refembled  a 
liable,  rather  than  a houfe.  Two  of  them  lay 
on  the  ground,  intoxicated  to  a high  degree  of 
infenfibility.  They  were  nearly  naked,  except 
that  each  wore  a woollen  apron,  about  a foot 
fquare,  fattened  to  a girdle,  to  which  it  was  again 
tied  behind.  From  this  girdle  is  fufpended  that 
^dreadful  inftrument,  the  fcalping-knife  ; a fmall 
knife,  which  they  generally  ufe  to  cut  their  meat.. 
Their  heads  vyere  not  ihaved,  but  the  hair  was 
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cut  very  fhort,  and  tied  above  in  a braid,  which 
is  made  to  pafs  through  a filver  pipe ; their  ears 
were  quite  bare,, and  adorned  with  a variety  of 
fmall  rings.  Some  wore  fmall  filver  plates  at  the 
extremity  of  the  nofe,  which  is  generally  con- 
ildered  as  an  ornament  of  diftinbtion  for  the 
chieftains.  They  were  all  very  cheerful,  ad- 
dicted to  laughter,  and  full  of  glee.  They  ap^ 
peared  highly  delighted  with  viewing  us,  and 
were  moft  of  them  handfome  looking  men.  One 
fpoke  a little  Englifh.  As  we  expebt  to  fee  whole 
tribes  of  Indians  in  the  progrefs  of  Our  journey, 
I may  perhaps  hereafter  be  able  to  give  a more 
ample  and  fatisfablory  account  concerning  them. 
As  far  as  my  knowledge  and  obfervation  reach  at 
prefent,  it  is  merely  the  immoral  policy  of  civi- 
lized nations,  which  has  fubjebted  thefe  people 
to  the  lowed:  rank  in  the  fcale  of  human  beings. 
As  long  as  they 'were  buffered  to  remain  in  their 
favage  ftate,  they  were  warlike  and  independent, 
wild,  perhaps,  yet  humane.  Now  that  the  white 
people  find  it  convenient,  to  attach  them  to 
their  interefts,  they  are  feduced  with  money  and 
whifky,  and  rendered  as  brutal  and  debauched, 
as  it  is  poffible  to  make  them.  The  odious  and 
illiberal  artifices  prabtifed  by  civilized  nations,  to 
render  every  thing  fubfervient  to  their  interefts. 
only,  make  their  vaunted  fuperiority  appear  the 

more 
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more  difgufting  to  the  eye  of  genuine  philan- 
thropy. 

A little  before  our  arrival*  a party  of  Indians* 
from  the  neighbourhood  of  Le  Boeuf*  came  to 
Captain  Chipping’s*  to  demand  juftice  upon  an 
American  foldier*  who  had  murdered  two  Indi- 
ans* from  motives  ofjeaioufy  and  revenge.  The 
bufmefs*  however*  was  huilied  up  by  the  pay* 
ment  of  two  hundred  dollars  for  each  Indian* 
which  is  the  fettled  price  of  compenfation  in 
fuch  cafes*  and  the  foldier  remained  at  liberty. 
Not  fb*  however*  when  an  Indian  murders  a 
white  man : in  this  cafe*  the  affaflin  is  delivered 
up  to  the  Americans*  and  hanged.  And  thus  it 
is  that  a people*  which  makes  its  boaft  of  ho- 
nefty,  juftice*  and  equality*  can  connive  at  the 
| moft  flagrant  perverfion  of  juftice,  to  the  eternal 
difgrace  of  both  its  executors  and  its  victims  ! 
The  treatment  of  the  Indians,  and  the  fervitude 
of  the  negroes,  have  branded  the  fair  face  of 
American  freedom  with  an  odious  ftigma*  which 
government*  as  foon  as  poffible*  fhould  ftrain 
every  nerve  to  efface.  It  is  to  be  feared*  how- 
ever* that  the  caufes  will  not  be  eafily  removed* 
connected  as  they  are  with  one  of  the  moft 
powerful  paffions  of  the  human  breaft — the  love 
of  money ! 

We  hoped  to  find  a good  inn  at  Canandaqua, 
i which 
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which  is  no  unpleafant  thing  in  the  GenefTee 
country  in  general*  but  we  were  difappointech 
What  reafons  could  induce  Mr.  Blacons  to  pre- 
fer the  fecond  inn*  I could  not  learn,  but  it  is  cer- 
tainly far  inferior  to  the  firft.  We  put  up*  how- 
ever, at  the  fecond*  though  not  without  throw- 
ing fome  blame  on  our  friend*  who  is*  in  gene- 
ral* more  prudent  in  his  counfel.  Our  diffatif- 
fadlion  was  greatly  encreafed*  when  we  were 
fhewn  into  the  corn-loft  to  Deep*  being  four  of 
us,  in  company  with  ten  or  twelve  other  men  ! 
But  deep*  the  great  balm  of  human  uneafmefs* 
foon  calmed  our  minds. 

My  reft*  however*  was  ere  long  interrupted  by 
a little  circumftance*  which  I ftiall  mention,  as 
it  may  ferve  to  illuftrate  the  habits  of  this  coun- 
try. This  was  the  arrival  of  two  new  guefts* 
who  foon  entered  our  loft ; an  old  man*  and  a 
handfome  young  woman*  who*  I believe*  was 
his  daughter.  Three  rows  of  beds  were  placed 
in  this  large  apartment,  which  half  filled  it ; and 
there  were  two  empty  beds  in  the  fame  rowr 
with*  mine. 

In  one  of  thefe  the  good  old  man  lay  down  \ 
without  undrefting  himfelf*  and  the  young  wo- 
man, thinking  every  one  about  her  faft  afleep> 
fell  to  ftripping,  which  flie  did  as  completely  as 
if  fhe  had  been  in  a room  by  herfelf.  No  move- 
ment 
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ment  on  my  part  interrupted  the  bufinefs  of  her 
toilette,  although  I could  not  fall  afleep  again 
until  the  candle  was  put  out.  This  little  anec- 
dote, at  which  European  coynefs  will  no  doubt 
either  feoff  or  laugh,  fhews,  in  an  advantageous 
light,  the  laudable  fimplicity  and  innocence  of 
American  manners. 

Laft  night,  we  rejoined  Blacons  at  Cananda- 
qua ; and  this  morning  Dupetitthouars  left  us,  to 
proceed  ftraight  to  Conawango,  where  the  In- 
dian, who  fpeaks  French,  is  waiting  for  us.  We 
fet  out  with  Blacons  on  our  wTay  to  Ontario,  in- 
tending to  take  a view  of  an  eftate  belonging  to 
one  Mr.  Pitt,  of  which  we  had  heard  much 
talk  throughout  the  country.  On  our  arrival, 
we  found  the  houfe  crowded  with  Prefbyteri- 
ans  : its  owner  attending  to  a noify,  tedious  ha- 
rangue, delivered  by  a minifter,  with  fuch  vio- 
lence of  elocution,  that  he  appeared  all  over  in 
a perforation.  We  found  it  very  difficult  to  ob- 
I tain  fome  oats  here  for  our  horfes,  and  a few 
hafty  morfels  for  our  own  dinner.  As  we  had 
no  opportunity  of  viewing  the  eftate,  we  were 
obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  the  fine  prof- 
peel  of  the  neighbouring  grounds,  which  the 
houfe  afforded.  The  fields  are  in  a better  ftate 
of  cultivation  than  any  we  have  hitherto  feen, 
and  thoroughly  cleared  of  wood. 
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This  eftate  lias  been  only  five  years  tinder  euL 
tivation.  Old  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  two  fons  pof- 
fefs  about  nine  hundred  acres,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  of  which  are  cultivated.  Thefe  beautiful 
fields  wrere  cleared  long  ago  by  the  Indians.  Of 
the  above  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  juft  men- 
tioned, fixty  are  laid  out  in  meadows,  on  which 
clover  and  timothy- grafs  are  fown.  Their  ftock 
confifts  of  fixty  or  feventy  head  of  cattle,  of 
which  they  fell  very  little,  as  they  wifh  to  aug- 
ment their  number  by  breeding.  The  firft  crop 
of  their  meadows  yields  two  tuns  of  hay  per  acre, 
and  the  fecond  is  fed  off  by  the  cattle.  The  win- 
ter does  not  laft  here  above  three  months  and  a 
half,  during  which,  the  live  ftock  kept  near  the 
houfe  are  fed  with  hay,  morning  and  evening, 
in  the  farm-yard.  The  dung-cart  very  rarely 
vifits  the  land.  Its  average  produce  is  twenty 
bufiiels  of  wheat,  and  thirty-five  bulhels  of  Indian 
corn,  per  acre.  The  price  of  wheat  is  fix  fliil- 
lings,  and  of  Indian  corn  and  oats  three  ftiillings 
per  bufhel.  The  price  of  cattle  is  the  fame,  as 
in  the  places  before  mentioned.  Labouring  men 
earn  five  ftiillings  a day  wrages,  without  victuals. 
The  faw  and  corn- mills  lie  at  a confiderable  dis- 
tance from  this  houfe.  The  firft  is  eight  miles, 
the  fecond  twelve  miles  diftant.  Corn  and  flour 
are  tranfported  on  fledges,  during  the  winter. 
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All  the  corn-fields,  as  well  as  grafs-lands,  had  a 
fine  appearance,  and  feemed  to  be  under  excellent 
management.  Yet  a view  of  the  handfome  mar- 
ried  and  unmarried  women,  who  filled  the  church 
during  both  morning  and  evening  fervice,  was 
even  more  delectable  to  our  fenfes,  than  the  fine 
rural  feenery. 

We  {topped  at  Captain  Watworths  to  pais 
the  night.  Along  the  whole  route  from  Canan- 
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daqna,  the  wroods  appear  beautiful  to  the  eye,  but 
are  not  fo  crowded  with  trees  as  on  the  other  fide 
of  that  place.  Several  parts  of  the  fore  ft  have 
been  burnt  down  by  the  Indians,  who  poflefled 
this  country  from  time  immemorial.  We  fre- 
quently traced  or  met  with  Indian  camps , as  they 
are  called,  i.  e.  places  where  troops  of  them,  who 
were  either  hunting  or  travelling,  had  pafifed  the 
night.  Their  tents  or  huts  are  nothing  in  the 
world  but  four  polls,  driven  into  the  ground,  and 
overlaid  with  bark.  In  this  day’s  journey  we 
paired  by  the  extremity  of  four  lakes,  viz.  of 
Hemlock,  Conefus,  Honeygoe,  and  Conhodlon. 

We  were  much  concerned  at  our  difappoint- 
ment  in  not  finding:  Mr.  Thomas  Morris  at  Ca- 
nandaqua.  But  a young  gentleman  of  the  name 
of  Wickham,  who  feemed  to  be  his  clerk,  and 
lives  in  his  houfe,  received  us  with  as  much  civi- 
lity as  he  could  have  done  himfelf.  In  addition 
Vol.  L T ' to 
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to  other  kind  offices,  he  gave  us  a letter  to  Cap* 
tain  W atworth,  a nephew  of  Colonel  Watworth 
of  Connecticut,  who  lives  in  Ontario,  and  is 
concerned  with  Mr  Thomas  Morris  in  the  pur- 
chafe  of  lands. 

Our  letter  of  introduction  obtained  us,  as  we 
expeCied,  an  invitation  to  deep  at  the  Captain’s. 

On  our  arrival,  he  told  us,  that  he  was  obliged  to 
fet  out  early  the  next  morning  for  Canandaqua, 
to  review  a party  of  foldiers,  over  whom  he  is 
captain.  Two  minutes  after  this  the  Captain  got  j 
on  horfeback,  to  fee  a friend,  as  he  told  us,  though 
it  was  then  eight  o’clock  at  night.  This  conduCt, 
in  France,  would  have  juftified  a fufpicion,  that 
the  mafter  of  the  houfe  was  difpleafed  with  the 
vifit  of  his  guefts.  With  fbme  latitude  it  might, 
perhaps,  have  borne  the  fame  conftruCtion  in  Ame- 
rica ; but  we  found  it  more  convenient  to  aferibe 
it  to  an  uncommon  love  of  eafe,  and  freedom 
from  reftraint.  There  was  no  inn  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ; and,  as  we  found  our  fituation  not  at 
all  the  worfe,  but  rather  better  for  this  his  beha- 
viour, we  endeavoured  to  make  ourfelves  on  our 
part  as  agreeable  as  we  could.  As  to  his  habita- 
tion, it  is  a fmall  log-houfe,  as  dirty  and  filthy 
as  any  I have  ever  feen.  Whether  the  offenfive  : 
fmell,  which  infeCted  this  dwelling,  proceeded 
from  cats  or  decayed  llores,  which  the  Captain  is 
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reported  to  keep  fometimes  till  they  become  pu- 
trefied, I am  unable  to  determine ; but,  this  is 
certain,  that  we  never  paffed  the  night  in  a more 
unpleafant  hole.  The  beds,  bedding,  fheets, 
fowls,  room,  fmell,  &c.  in  fliort,  every  thing 
was  naufeous,  fo  much  fo,  indeed,  as  to  render 
the  houfe  extremely  difagreeable*  I rofe  early  in 
the  morning  to  fee  the  Captain,  before  he  fet  out 
on  his  journey*  I found  him  undergoing  the 
operation  of  hair  drefling  by  his  negro  woman. 
He  had  juft  fold  a barrel  of  whifky  to  an  Indian, 
and  was  treating  about  the  fale  of  fome  land 
with  two  inhabitants  of  Williamfburg. 

The  price  of  the  Captain’s  land  is  from  two 
dollars  to  two  and  half  per  acre  ; at  leaft,  this  is 
the  price  at  which  he  offers  it  for  fale.  He  de- 
mands payment  of  the  whole  fum  agreed  for 
wdthin  four  years,  or  one  fourth  of  the  purchafe- 
money  every  year.  The  intereft  to  commence 
the  firft  day  after  the  fale.  It  may  eafily  be  con- 
ceived, that  Captain  Wat  worth  is  not  a little 
jealous  of  the  great  character  and  influence  of 
Captain  Williamfon,  who,  from  his  terms  of  fale 
being  far  more  moderate,  and'  other  circumftan- 
ces,  cannot  but  have,  and  a&ually  has,  greatly 
the  advantage  over  him. 

We  learned,  in  this  place,  that  the  Geneffee 
flats  are,  every  year  at  the  end  of  March,  regu- 
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larly  inundated  for  four  or  five  days  by  the  river 
of  that  name,  which  flows  through  them,  and 
depofits  on  the  land  a bed  of  flime,  about  two 
or  three  inches  deep  ; this  ferves  as  an  excellent 
manure  to  the  foil,  and  greatly  promotes  its  fer- 
tility. Inflances  are  known  of  one  acre  having 
produced  fifty  bufhels  of  wheat ; but  the  ave- 
rage crop  is  thirty  bufhels  per  acre.  Very  little 
of  this  land  has  been  vended  yet ; as  the  proprie- 
tors do  not  care  to  part  with  it,  until  an  increafe 
of  population  fhall  have  added  confiderably  to  its 
value.  It  is  very  difficult  to  procure  day-labour- 
ers here,  and  their  wages  are  one  dollar  per  day. 
Maple -fugar,  of  which  great  quantities  are  ufiu- 
ally  obtained  in  this  neighbourhood,  has  not  an- 
fwered  this  year,  from  the  uncommon  wetnefs 
of  the  feafon.  It  is  fold  for  one  fhilling  a pound. 
Many  commodities,  together  with  numerous  droves 
of  cattle,  are  exported  hence  annually  into  Upper 
Canada.  The  Captain,  who  keeps  a fhop,  im- 
ports his  goods  from  Connecticut.  They  are 
brought  in  waggons,  drawn  by  oxen,  which  he 
afterwards  fattens,  and,  by  felling  them  at  Nia- 
gara, amply  indemnifies  himfelf  for  any  lofs  he 
may  fuftain  from  the  long  carriage  of  his  wares. 
The  beef  of  the  oxen  thus  fattened  is  fold,  at 
times,  for  one  fhilling  a pound. 

After  the  Captain  had  left  us,  his  nephew,  a 
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youth  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  conducted  us  to 
the  flats,  or  low  grounds,  which  border  on  the 
river  Genefiee.  They  are  a tradl  of  land,  about 
five  or  fix  miles  in  length  and  breadth,  for  the 
moll  part  fituate  on  the  eaft-fide  of  the  river  ; 
yet  feme  are  on  the  other  fide.  Captain  Wat- 
worth  poflefles  about  fifteen  or  fixteen  hundred 
acres ; of  thefe  fome  are  cultivated,  but  much 
the  greater  number  lie  in  grafs,  which  was  as 
high  as  our  horfes.  The  flats  belong,  for  the 
mofi:  part,  to  the  Indians  ; but,  as  they  are  fituate 
within  the  limits  of  the  territory  lately  ceded  by 
Great  Britain,  which  extend  to  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  the  State  of  Maffachufetts  claims  the 
flipreme  right  to  the  property,  and,  in  virtue  of 
this  right,  has  fold  to  Mefifs.  Phelps  and  Gor- 
ham the  exclufive  privilege  of  purchafing  thefe 
lands  from  the  Indians,  whenever  they  fhall  con- 
fent  to  part  with  them.  Mefifs,  Phelps  and 
Gorham  have  fold  this  privilege  of  purchafe  to 
Mr.  Robert  Morris,  by  whom  it  has  been  again 
fold  to  the  Dutch  Company  ; this  gentleman  has 
alfo  engaged  to  open  a negociation  with  the  In- 
dians, and  to  prevail  upon  them  to  relinquifh 
their  right  to  a part  at  leaft  of  thefe  lands. 
Thus  four  different  fets  of  puchafers  have  fuc- 
ceeded  each  other  in  regard  to  an  objedl,  con- 
cerning the  fale  of  which  the  confent  of  the 
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true  original  owners  has  not  yet  been  obtained  ; 
and  four  different  contracts  have  been  entered 
into,  founded  on  the  fuppofition,  that  it  will  be 
an  eafy  matter  to  remove  the  Indians  from  thefe 
diftant  corners  into  which  they  have  retired* 
It  is  fome  fatisfadlion,  however,  to  reflect,  that 
the  property  of  thefe  lands  cannot  be  actually 
transferred  without  their  coiifent ; but  this,  alas  J 
is  very  eafily  obtained,  as  their  more  polifhed 
neighbours  well  know.  A little  whifky  will  bribe 
their  chieftains  to  give  their  confent  to  the  largefl 
ceffions ; and  thefe  rich  lands,  this  extenfive  tradl 
of  territory,  will  be  bartered  away,  with  the 
confent  of  all  parties,  for  a few  rings,  a few 
handkerchiefs,  fome  barrels  of  rum,  and  perhaps 
fome  money,  which  the  unfortunate  natives  know 
not  how  to  make  ufe  of,  and  which,  by  corrupt- 
ing what  little  virtue  is  yet  left  among  them, 
will,  ere  long,  render  them  completely  wretched. 
Yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  will  not  be  difputed, 
that,  if  America  were  to  become  more  populous  ; 
and  if,  in  procefs  of  time,  this  immenfe  region 
could,  by  fair  means,  and  on  reafonable  terms, 
be  obtained  from  the  honeft  and  peaceful  natives, 
and  duly  cultivated ; fuch  a meafure  would  doubt- 
lefs  promote  the  general  good  of  America,  and 
even  conduce  to  the  interefts  of  mankind  at 
large.  At  prefent,  fcarcely  the  twentieth  part  of 
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this  vaft  continent  is  inhabited,  unlefs  nineteen 
uncultivated  parts.  Hill  in  the  pofTeffion  of  the 
Indians,  be  fo  confidered.  In  a word,  it  may 
be  queftioned,  whether,  even  in  the  cafe  of  all 
America  being  peopled  with  European  lettlers, 
the  fignal  benefits,  to  be  derived  from  the  culti- 
vation of  fuch  extenfive  trails  of  land,  might  not 
be  obtained  honeftly  and  honourably,  without 
driving  the  original  inhabitants  out  of  their  pof- 
feffions,  or  at  leafi:  without  thus  palpably  im- 
pofing  upon  them. 

The  hufbandry  of  the  Indians  is  confined  to 
the  culture  of  a little  Indian  corn,  and  fome  po- 
tatoes. The  produce  of  one  or  two  acres  is  fully 
fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  a whole  fa-? 
mily.  Their  extenfive  meadows  they  leave  to 
fuch  fettlers,  as  choofe  to  pafture  their  cattle  on 
the  grafs,  or  to  cut  it  for  hay  ; nay,  they  even  fuf- 
fer  them  to  be  cultivated  and  inclofed  by  frefh 
colonifts,  who  are  continually  removing  wefi> 
ward.  Property,  whether  real  or  perfonal,  has 
with  them  no  value  ; and  the  meadows,  which  at 
prefent  only  produce  from  four  to  five  tuns  of  hay 
per  acre,  would  yield  the  richefl:  crops  of  various 
kinds  of  produce,  and  throw  into  cultivation  vaft 
quantities  of  marketable  and  ufeful  commodities. 
To  reduce  an  acre  of  ground  under  fkilful  cultir 
yation,  is,  to  confer  a benefit  on  the  mafs  of  civir- 
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lized  fociety,  This  is  an  admitted  principle  of 
political  ceconomy.  But  here  unfortunately  it 
happens,  that  the  ground,  even  when  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  is  not  immediately 
reduced  to  a proper  ftate  of  cultivation.  It  fre-r 
quently  continues  long  in  the  hands  of  merce- 
nary fpeculators,  who  choofe  neither  to  fell  nor 
cultivate  it,  until  its  value  fhall  have  been  con- 
fiderably  enhanced.  As  an  ultimate  confequence 
* of  this  conduit  the  poor  Indians  will  be  harraffed, 
gradually  expelled  from  their  homes,  and,  in  the 
end,  either  extirpated,  or  rendered  completely 
miferable. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  twelve  miles  excurfion  to 
the  flats  we  afcended  two  eminences,  from  which 
we  had  a view  over  the  whole  plain ; one  of  thefe, 
called  Squawhill,  lies  nearer  to  Ontario,  and  the 
other,  Mountmorris,  to  Williamfburg.  They 
both  contain  Indian  villages.  That  fituate  or* 
the  former  height  confifts  of  about  fifteen,  and 
that  feated  on  the  latter,-  of  about  four  or  five 
final!  log-houfes,  Handing  clofe  together,  roughly 
built,  and  overlaid  with  bark.  In  the  infide  ap- 
pears a fort  of  room  not  floored  ; on  the  fides. 
they  conftruit  flielves,  covered  with  deer- {kins, 
which  ferve  as  their  cabins  ox  deeping  places.  Ill 
the  midft  of  the  room  appears  the  hearth,  and 
over  it  is  an  opening  in  the  roof  to  let  out  the 
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{moke.  Their  {lores,  confifting,  for  the  moft  part, 
of  nothing  but  Indian  corn  and  the  iieili  of  deer, 
lie  carelefsly  thrown  together  in  a corner.  One  of 
their  huts  not  unfrequentjy  contains  two  or  three 
•families. 

4 

As  we  paffed  through  their  villages  we  faw 
fome  women  employed  in  works  of  hufbandry, 
i but  very  few  men.  Among  the  Indians  the  huf- 
band  does  not  wTork  at  all ; all  laborious  fervi- 
ces  are  performed  exclufively  by  the  wife.  She 
i not  only  tranfadls  every  part  of  domeflic  bufinefs, 
but  cultivates  the  ground,  cuts  wood,  carries 
loads,  &c.  The  hufband  hunts,  fillies,  fmokes, 
and  drinks.  Yet  there  are  fome  tribes,  fuch 
as,  for  inllance,  the  TufcaroraTndians,  among 
which  the  hufband  works,  though  occafionally 
and  {lightly.  When  I fpeak  of  Indian  tribes  or 
nations,  I wiili  to  be  underftood  as  confining  my 
obfervation  to  the  fix  nations,  commonly  called 
the  Iroquois,  who  inhabit  the  northern  parts  of 

I North  America,  to  the  fouth  of  Lake  Ontario, 
namely,  the  Onandagas,  Tufcarora,  Oneidas, 
Cayugas,  Seneca,  and  Mohawks.  The  Oneida 
nation  excepted,  which,  northwards  from  New 
York,  {kill  inhabits  the  banks  of  the  lake  that 
bears  their  name,  all  the  other  tribes  have  been 
j gradually  expatriated,  and  have  decreafed  in  num- 
ber ; eyery  nation  is  now  divided  into  different 
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branches  ; the  families  are  difperfed  abroad,  and 
whifky  is  rapidly  thinning  the  number  of  thofe 
which  yet  remain.  A few  years  more,  and  thefe  ^ 
nations  will  difappear  from  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  as  civilized  people  approach  ! 

Near  the  Geneffee,  on  this  fide  of  that  river, 
and  about  five  miles  below  the  villages  before- 
mentioned,  ftands  another  village  belonging  to 
Indians  of  the  Oneida  nation.  The  men  are 
here  lefs  flothful  than  among  the  Seneca- Indians; 
they  are  alfo  tolerably  ingenious  and  expert.  It 
fhould  be  recorded  highly  to  their  honour,  that 
the  Indians,  of  whatever  tribe  or  nation,  are  "in  j 
general  mild  and  peaceful,  kindly  officious  in 
little  fervices  to  the  whites,  and,  on  the  whole, 
excellent  neighbours.  I for  my  part  am  pretty 
well  affined,  that,  in  all  the  numerous  quarrels, 
which  have  taken  place  between  the.  different  ; 
colonifls  and  the  Indians,  on  the  confines  of  the 
United  States,  in  ninety  mine  inftances  out  of  a 
hundred  the  former  have  been  the  aggreffors  ; 
they  are  weak,  and  they  are  oppreffed. 

In  Mount  morris  Mr.  Morris  poffeffes  a farm  ; 
of  about  fixty  acres,  the  management  of  which 
he  leaves  entirely  to  an  Irifhman,  who  arrived  j 
here  about  two  years  ago,  from  New  England. 
The  wheat,  rye,  and  Indian  corn  are  certainly 
excellent ; but  the  account  this  man  gave  us  of 
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the  nature  and  quality  of  the  foil  does  not  corres- 
pond with  Captain  Wat  worth’s  Statement.  It 
yields,  he  fays,  only  twenty-five  bufhels  of  wheat 
per  acre ; and  as  this  perfon  is  not  concerned  in 
the  felling  of  land,  I judge  his  report  to  be  much 
more  deferving  of  credit,  than  the  Captain’s.  It 
muft  be  allowed,  however,  that  the  land  here  is 
uncommonly  productive,  that  the  flats  form  a 
very  extenfive  trad  of  ground,  and  that  they  af- 
ford a fine  profpeCt,  which  cannot  but  be  ex- 
tremely pleafing  even  to  thofe,  who  have  not 
been  cloyed,  as  we  were,  with  the  eternal  afpeft 
of  forefts  and  woods.  Mr.  Morris,  it  Should  feem, 
had  eftablifhed  this  farm  rather  with  an  intention 
to  exercife  and  fecure  his  right  of  property,  than 
from  any  immediate  views  of  profitable  culture. 
Jts  prefent  occupier  enjoys  the  produce  but  of  a 
very  fmall  portion  of  this  vaft  territory.  Neither 
his  habitation,  nor  his  eftablifhment  in  general, 
impreffes  you  with  the  idea  of*  a refpeClable 
farmer. 

Returning  from  our  excurfion.  We  pafled 
through  Williamfburg,  the  central  point  of  Cap- 
tain Williamfon’s  fettlements  in  this  neighbour- 
hood.  It  is  a village  confifting  of  about  twelve 
houfes.  The  habitations  are  faid  to  be  very  nu- 
merous in  the  adjacent  country.  Williamfburg 
is  feated  on  the  point,  where  Canaferaga  creek 
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difcharaes  itfelf  into  the  river  GeneiTee.  This 
river,  as  well  as  the  creek,  which  on  our  excur- 
fion  we  were  feveral  times  obliged  to  ford,  are  fo 
clofely  hemmed  in,  that  frequently  it  is  very  diff- 
icult to  fcale  their  banks.  The  courfe  of  the 
river  GeneiTee  is  rapid,  and  full  of  windings,  its 
water  alfo  is  generally  muddy,  and  bad. 

Three  miles  from  Captain  Watworth’s  habitat 
tion,  a Frenchman,  formerly  an  inhabitant  of  St. 
Domingo,  refides,  with  his  mulatto,  on  an  eftate 
of  about  twenty  acres,  and  in  a hpufc  only  twelve 
feet  fquare,  which  he  conftru&ed  himfelf,  with 
the  affiftance  of  his  faithful  iervant.  This  French- 
man is  named  De  Boui,  and  is  a native  of  Al- 
face.  A quarrel  with  a gentleman  o 1 conic-, 
quence  in  his  province,  whom  he  accufed  of  haw? 
ingr  - defrauded  him  of  an  inheritance,  and  a duel 
that  enfued,  in  which  he  wounded  his  antagonift, 
'who  was  much  older  than  himfelf,  compelled 
him,  in  the  prime  of  youth,  to  quit  his  native 
country,  from  the  dread  of  a “ kttre  de- cachet” 
The  drib  ftep,  which  he  took  after  this,  was  to. 
enlift,  as  a private,  in  the  regiment,  - which  bears, 
the  name  of  the  Cape ; and  in  this  fituation  he 
foon  evinced  by  his  condudf,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a liberal  education.  Fie  next  obtained  his 
difcharge ; and  as  he  had  been  originally  deftined 
for  the  profeffion  of  an  engineer,  his  attainments, 
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which  were  very  refpeclable,  furnifhed  him  with 
the  means  of  rendering  himfelf  ufeful  to  the 
colohifts.  By  degrees  he  rofe  to  the  fituatipn  of 
Grand  Vo  fir  (infpedlor  general  of  the  high-roads) 
in  St.  Domingo  : he  moreover  cultivated  a plan- 
tation; bequeathed  to  him  by  a friend.  He  now 
poffeffed  a good  income,  and  had  a fine  profped: 
of  acquiring  a very  handfome  property,  when  on 
a fudden  the  civii  diflentions  at  the  Cape  broke 
out.  Being  forced  to  quit  the  town,  he  retired 
to  America,  though  in  a very  indifferent  plight, 
with  but  little  money,  few  effects,  andfome  bills 
on  France.  From  motives  of  parfimony,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Hartford.  Here  Colonel  Watworth, 
commiferating  his  misfortunes,  and  his  diftxeffed 
fituation,  made  him  an  offer,  that  he  would  en- 
deavour to  negociate  his  bills,  in  which  he  fhould 
probably  meet  with  lefs  difficulties  than  an  emi- 
grant Frenchman  ; he  at  the  fame  time  made 
Mr.  de  Boui  a temporary  grant  of  a certain  num- 
ber of  acres  on  the  river  Geneffee,  engaging  to 
fupply  him  with  the  neceflary  money  and  {lores, 
and  to  render  him  every  other  affiftance  in  his 
power.  The  bills  were  to  ferve  as  a fecurity  for 
all  the  previous  difburfements.  Such  is  the  out- 
line of  the  hiflory  of  Mr.  de  Boui. 

There  are  but  few  men,  I fhould  fuppofe,  who 
do  not  fed  themfelves  agreeably  interefted  by  the 
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fight  of  a countryman  in  a remote  part  of  tKd 
world.  Unhappily  the  French  revolution  has  in 
a great  meafure  ftifled  thefe  amiable,  natural  feel- 
ings. If  two  Frenchmen  now  meet,  they  are, 
in  general,  fo  foured  by  political  partialities, 
that  they  feel  a mutual  diftruft,  if  not  averfion. 
Thanks  to  heaven,  the  revolution  and  its  conco- 
mitant evils  have  not  yet  infpired  me  with  hatred 
to  any  individuals,  much  lefs  have  they  foured  my 
feelings  to  mifanthropy.  This  is  a comfort,  which 
I highly  prize,  and  to  which,  even  in  my  prefent 
fituation,  I am  indebted  for  moments,  not  altoge- 
ther unaccompanied  with  pleafure.  I,  therefore, 
fmcerely  fympathifed  in  Mr.  de  Boui’s  misfor- 
tunes. Meff.  Blacons  and  Dupetitthouars  became 
acquainted  with  him  laft  year.  Blacons  was  de- 
puted by  the  reft  of  us  to  inform  this  hermit,  a 
name,  which  he  deferves  as  well  as  any  man 
living,  of  our  intention  to  dine  with  him  that 
day.  De  Blacons’  vifit,  and  our  arrival,  afforded 
him  much  pleafure  and  fatisfailion.  The  fight 
of  his  countrymen  was  the  more  agreeable  to 
him,  as  from  a peevifhnefs  of  temper,  either  con- 
trailed  by  prior  misfortunes,  or  becaufe  he  has 
been  actually  ill  ufed,  he  is  highly  diffatisfied 
with  the  Americans.  He  is  about  forty  years  of 
age,  poffeffed  of  a found  underftanding,  and  en- 
tertaining in  his  manners  and  converfation.  From 
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the  natural  generoflty  of  his  own  . mind,  his  dif- 
guft  at  the  felfifhnefs  of  others,  and  his  over- 
nice  feelings,  he  is  a perfect  mifanthrope  ; a con- 
flant  gloom  hangs  upon  his  fpirits.  He  fpeaks 
of  Americans  with  a bitternefs,  which  can  hardly 
be  juftified  when  applied  to  individuals,  but  evi- 
dently degenerates  into  prejudice  and  injustice 
when  applied  to  the  nation  at  large.  He  lives 
here,  fequeflered  from  all  the  world,  or  at  leaft 
with  no  other  company,  but  that  of  his  mulatto 
Jofeph ; who  has  never  left  him,  and  is  indeed 
his  friend,  rather  than  his  fervant.  Jofeph  acfls  in 
the  different  capacities  of  cook,  gardener,  and 
hufbandman,  for  Mr.  de  Boui  fows  one  or  two 
acres  in  the  flats  with  Indian  corn,  half  the  pro- 
duce of  which  he  allows  the  proprietor;  he  takes 
care  of  the  fowls  and  pigs,  and  works  at  times 
for  the  neighbours,  that  they  may,  in  return,  lend 
their  oxen  occafionally  to  his  mailer,  and  fupply 
him  with  eggs,  milk,  and  other  fuch  like  articles, 
which,  though  trifles  in  themfelves,  are  of  no 
fmall  value  in  this  folitude.  Jofeph  always  ap- 
pears bufy  and  cheerful : he  is,  in  fadl,  a rare  and 
affecting  inflance  of  the  mofl  faithful  attachment 
to  his  mailer,  who,  in  return,  fets  a high  and  juft 
value  on  this  refpedlable  fervant,  without  whole 
affiflance  and  fupport  his  philofophy  w7ould  be  of 
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little  avail.  Mr.  de  Boui  is  a man  of  extend td 
reading,  but  the  morofity  of  his  temper  frequently 
diftorts  his  ideas.  He  hates  mankind,  and  there- 
fore is  conftantly  fallen  and  wretched. 

Dupetitthouars,  who  rejoined  us  there,  and  my- 
felf,  flopped  the  night  at  the  habitation  of  this 
worthy  gentleman,  becaufe  he  feemed  to  wifii  it. 
Meff  Guillem ard  and  Blacons,  however,  took  up 
their  night- quarters  in  Canawaga,  with  a view 
to  get  every  thing  ready  for  our  journey  to  Fort 
Erie.  We  pafled  the  afternoon  and  next  morn- 
ing in  converfation  with  our  hoft,  and  in  taking 
little  walks,  efpecially  to  a fmall  Indian  village 
already  mentioned,  with  which  De  Boui  holds 
a frequent  intercourfe  of  civilities,  fervices,  and 
trade,  and  where  at  times,  when  there  is  a prefs 
of  bufinefs  on  his  hands,  he  alfo  hires  labourers  to 
weed  his  garden : thefe  are  women,  whom  he 
pays  at  the  rate  of  three  fhillings  a day.  We  left 
him,  not  without  a high  fenfe  of  gratitude  for 
the  kind  and  friendly  reception  we  had  met  wdth, 
nor  did  he  feem  altogether  infenfible  to  a degree 
of  fatisfadlion  afforded  by  our  company.  He 
may  perhaps  prove,  ere  long,  a very  Valuable  ac- 
ceffion  to  the  fettlement  at  Afylum. — May  he 
live  there,  if  not  happy,  at  leaft  content ; but  it  is 
greatly  to  be  feared,  that  the  peevilhnefs  of  tem- 
per 
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per*  which  this  unfortunate  man  has  contradled* 
will  dry  up  every  fource  of  promifed  happinefs 
and  comfort*  which  this  world  might  yet  afford  ! 

Tuefdaj,  the  16  th  of  June . 

The  road  from  Ontario  to  Canawaga  is  a 
good  one  for  this  country.  As  ufual*  it  leads 
through  the  midft  of  woods.  Within  a fpace  of 
twelve  miles  we  faw  only  one  habitation.  In  this 
journey  we  difcovered  two  Indians  lying  under  a 
! tree ; though  we  had  already  feen  a confiderable 
number  of  them*  yet  this  meeting  had  for  us  all 
the  attradlion  of  novelty*  as  we  found  them  in  a 
ftate  of  intoxication*  which  fcarcely  manifefted 
the  leaft  fymptom  of  life.  One  wore  round  his 
neck  a long  and  heavy  filver  chain*  from  which  a 
| large  medallion  of  the  fame  metal  was  fufpended, 
on  one  fide  whereof  was  the  image  of  George 
Wafliington*  and  on  the  other  the  motto  of 
Louis  the  Fourteenth —nee  plurihus  impar * with 
a figure  of  the  fun,  which  wTas  ufually  difplayed 
with  it  in  the  French  arms.  This  Indian  was* 
iio  doubt*  the  chieftain  of  a tribe  ; we  were*,  how- 
ever*  obliged  to  leave  his  excellency  in  a ditch* 
out  of  which  we  made  repeated  efforts  to  drag 
him*  but  in  vain. 

Canawaga  is  a fimail  towm  ; Mr.  Morris  is  the 
proprietor  of  the  lands*  which  he  holds  on  the 
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.fame  condition  of  procuring  their  ceffion  from 
the  Indians,  as  he  does  all  the  other  lands  already 
mentioned.  The  price  of  land  here,  which  at 
firft  was  one  fhilling  and  fix  pence  per  acre,  foon 
rofe  to  three  fhillings,  and,  by  degrees,  has  been 
fo  enhanced,  that  fingle  acres,  near  the  town, 
were  lately  fold  for  eight  dollars.  The  habita- 
tions here  are  yet  but  few,  but  among  them  is 
one  of  the  beft  inns  we  have  feen  for  fome  time 
pafh  Mr.  Berry  keeps  it;  a good,  civil  man, 
but  conftantly  inebriated.  In  common  with  fe- 
veral  other  inhabitants  of  the  town,  he  has  bought 
land  from  the  Indians,  regardlefs  of  the  prior  right 
of  purchafe,  veiled  in  Mr.  Morris  by  the  ftate  of 
Maflachufetts.  Without  any  wiili  to  vindicate 
this  prior  right,  which,  in  my  judgment,  confi- 
deted  with  refpeft  to  the  Indians,  the  original 
proprietors  of  the  foil,  is  an  aft  of  flagrant  injuf- 
tice,  I cannot  help  obferving,  that  this  right2 
founded  as  it  is  on  the  laws  of  the  land,  cannot 
be  infringed  by  private  individuals,  without  ex- 
pofing  themfelves  to  the  hazard  of  being  dif- 
poflefled,  and  that  in  ftridt  juftice,  of  the  lands, 
pur  chafed  in  violation  of  this  right.  The  perfons 
here  alluded  to,  who  have  bought  land  from  the 
Indians,  are  perfectly  awrare  of  the  flippery  ground 
on  which  they  ftand ; but  hope,  that  as  the  affairjs 
of  Mr.  Morris  are  rather  in  a ftate  of  derange- 
ment, 
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merit,  he  will  not  be  able  to  make  good  his  pur® 
chafe  of  the  lands  from  the  Indians ; hence  they 
are  led  to  conclude,  that  the  contradl,  by  which 
he  has  transferred  his  right  to  the  Dutch  com® 
pany,  muft  eventually  become  void. 

This  whole  track  of  land  is,  as  yet,  fo  thin  of 
inhabitants,  that  we  could  not  come  at  a right 
eftimate  of  the  price  of  provifton,  labourers’  wages* 
&c.  Both  labourers  and  provifion  are  equally 
fcarce ; and  the  prices  are,  I prefume,  not  much 
I different  from  thofe  in,  the  diftridts  1 mentioned 
laft.  The  neighbourhood  of  the  Indians  occa- 
i fions  a frequent  intercourfe  with  them,  for  the 
, purpofe  of  buying  game,  fifh,  &c.  and  though 
they  are  no  ftrangers  to  the  value  of  money,  and 
appear  fond  of  it,  yet  fcarcely  any  bufmefs  is 
s tranfadted  with  them,  unlefs  in  the  way  of  bar- 
ter. Whifky  is  their  chief  objedl  ; but  old  clothes, 
hats,  knives,  looking-glaflts,  paints,  &c.  in  ffiort, 
almoft  every  commodity,  the  refufe  of  European 
markets,  will  do  for  them ; and  it  may  be  ad- 
vanced as  a moral  certainty,  that  the  white  peo- 
ple can  hardly  become  lofers  in  this  traffic.  The 
Indians,  indeed,  to  fpeak  a well  known  truth,  are 
conftantly  cheated ; their  ignorance  lays  them 
open  to  fraud,  and  it  is  taken  advantage  of  al- 
moft ninety-nine  times  in  a hundred,  by  thofe 
who  have  dealings  with  them. 
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Before  I quit  this  country,  which  is  more  of 
lefs  inhabited  by  fubje<fls  of  the  United  States,  I 
fhall  prefent  the  reader  with  a few  general  obfer- 
yaticns  on  their  manners  and  cuftoms,  which 
may  ferve  as  a fupplement  to  thofe  I made  on 
my  arrival  at  Northumberland.  Since  that  time 
we  have  t raver  fed  a country  altogether  new  : the 
various  fettlements,  which  lie  more  or  lefs  clofely 
together,  and  are  occupied  by  coionifts  from  all 
parts  of  the  world,  afford  nothing  particularly 
worthy  of  obfervatioii.  It  feems  to  be  the  chief 
objedl  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  new  country,  to 
raife  the  price  of  their  labour  as  high  as  poffible* 
and  then  to  fpend  their  earnings  in  unneceffary 
trifles,  as  fail:  as  they  can.  From  this  prevailing 
humour  we  may  readily  account  for  the  flourifti- 
ing  condition  of  the  fhops,  or  ftores,  as  they  are 
called.  A labourer  or  his  family  goes  to  a fhop, 
to  lay  out  fix-pence  in  ribbands,  or  two-pence  in 
tobacco.  Perhaps  they  have  four  dollars  in  their 
pockets,  and  with  thefe,  fueh  is  the  rage  for  j 
fhop  commodities,  they  purchafe articles,  which, 

©n  entering  the  fliop,  they  never  intended  to  . 
buy,  and  for  which  they  have  no  real  occafiom  : 
Sometimes  they  purchafe  on  credit;  and  the  , 
fhopkeeper,  who*  clears,  at  leaft,  one  hundred 
per  cent,  has  generally  no  objeftion  to  felling 
upon  thefe  terms  to  perfons  who  are  houfekeep-  ; 
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ers  in  the  neighbourhood,  or  who  work  there 
for  any  length  of  time.  The  difburfements  of 
thofe,  who,  in  this  new  country,  undertake  to 
clear  large  tracks  of  ground,  and  at  the  fame 
time  keep  a ftore,  are,  therefore  inconfiderable, 
efpecially  in  regard  to  labourers’  wages,  as  the 
money  cleared  in  the  Ihop  quickly  brings  back 
all  that  is  expended  in  labour  for  days,  weeks, 
and  months  together.  The  ftorekeepers  too 
frequently  take  advantage  of  the  credulity,  eafi- 
nefs  of  temper,  and  ignorance  of  the  half-favage 
fort  of  people,  who  inhabit  the  back  fettle- 
ments,  and  thefe  in  return  abufe  the  credulity, 
eafinefs,  and  ignorance  of  the  poor  Indians.  In 
£a£t  the  conduft  of  mankind  at  large  is  in  general 
nothing  more  than  a chain  of  frauds  and  im~ 
pofitions,  only  fomewhat  lefs  barefaced  than 
thofe  of  the  ftorekeepers  in  the  new  American 
dominions. 

I (hall  add  a word  or  two  on  the  methods 
practifed  by  them  in  the  management  of  thefe 
i new  fettlements.  When  a family  have  come  to 
a refolution  to  fettle  in  this  country,  the  hufband, 
the  latter  end  of  fummer,  repairs  to  the  fpot 
where  the  fettlement  is  to  be  made.  The  firffc 
thing  he  does  is  to  cut  down  the  fmail  trees  on 
one  or  two  acres  ; he  next  barks  the  larger  trees, 
and  then  lows  a little  rye  or  wheat.  Of  the 
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wood  he  has  felled,  he  condrudls  a fmall  houfe, 
and  makes  fuitable  fences  around  it ; a labour, 
which  may  be  performed  in  about  a month’s 
time.  He  then  returns  to  his  former  habitation  ; 
and,  at  the  beginning  of  fpring,  he  brings  his 
family  and  the  bed  of  his  cattle  to  the  new  fet- 
tlement.  His  cows  coft  him  little,  being  turned 
into  the  woods  to  graze  : he  then  finifhes  his 
houfe,  plants  potatoes,  fows  Indian  corn,  and  thus 
is  enabled  to  provide  for  the  fird  year’s  main- 
tenance. While  thus  employed,  he  is  at  the 
fame  time  clearing  more  ground,  burning  the 
trees  he  has  already  felled,  and,  as  far  as  may  be, 
even  thofe  which  he  has  barked.  By  this  procefs 
the  roots  of  the  bufhes  are  in  a great  meafure 
dedroyed  ; yet  they  require  to  be  more  carefully 
grubbed  out  of  land,  which  is  to  be  thoroughly 
cleared.  The  allies  afford  a very  ufeful  manure, 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  bed  judges,  are  em- 
ployed this  way  to  much  greater  advantage,  than 
when  converted  into  pot-afh,  the  making  of 
which  is,  with  the  new  fettlers,  merely  the  . re  - 
fult  of  neceffity  ; for  if  a faw-mill  be  at  hand, 
the  large  trees  can  be  conveyed  thither  by  oxen. 
Thus,  within  the  fpace  of  twelve  months,  a 
man  may  clear  fifteen  acres ; and  few  families 
cultivate  more  than  thirty.  The  barked  trees 
are  left  Handing  for  a longer  or  fhorter  time, 

according 
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according  to  circumdances,  viz . the  fpecies  of 
the  tree,  the  nature  of  the  foil,  and  the  degree 
of  the  wetnefs  of  the  feafon.  The  hemlock-fir 
will  dand  eight  or  nine  years,  the  oak  four  or 
five,  the  maple  three  or  four,  and  trees,  all  the 
branches  of  which  have  been  burnt  off,  feldom 
fall  before  this  time.  The  flumps  of  the  felled 
trees,  generally  two  or  three  feet  high  above 
the  ground,  hardly  rot  fooner  than  the  barked 
trees,  which  have  been  left  ftanding  on  the  lands,' 

; The  dwellings  of  new  fettlers  are  commonly  at 
firfi:  fet  up  in  a very  (light  manner  5 they  con- 
fid  of  huts,  the  roofs  and  walls  of  which  are 
made  of  bark,  and  in  which  the  hufband,  wife, 
and  children  pafs  the  winter,  wrapped  up  in 
blankets.  They  alfo  frequently  condruCf  houfes 
of  trees  laid  upon  each  other  ; the  interdices  of 
which  are  either  filled  up  with  loam,  or  left 
open,  according  as  there  is  more  or  lefs  time  to 
fill  them  up.  In  fuch  buildings  as  have  attained 
to  fome  degree  of  perfection,  there  is  a chimney 
of  brick  or  clay  ; but  very  often  there  is  only 
an  aperture  in  the  roof  to  let  out  the  fmoke, 
and  the  fire  is  made  and  replenidied  with  the 
trunks  of  trees.  At  a little  didance  from  the 
houfe  (lands  a fmall  oven,  built  fometimes  of 
brick,  but  mpre  frequently  of  clay,  and  a little 
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farther  off  appears  a final!  (lied,  like  a fen  tty? 
box,  which  is  the  neceffary,  or  privy. 

Salt  pork  and  beef  are  the  ufual  food  of  the 
new  fettlers  ; their  drink  is  water  and  whifky, 
yet  there  are  few  families  unprovided  with  coffee 
and  chocolate. 

We  fhouid  not  omit  to  obferve,  that  the  axe, 
of  which  the  Americans  make  ufe  for  felling 

' o 

trees,  has  a fhorter  handle  than  that  of  European 
wood-cutters.  Not  only  the  Americans,  but  Iriih 
and  German  workmen  have  allured  me,  that 
they  can  do  more  work  with  this  fhort  handled 
axe,  than  with  the  European.  The  blade  like- 
wife  is  not  fo  large  as  that  of  the  latter.  Moil 
of  thefe  axes  are  made  in  America,  but  confider- 
able  numbers  are  alfo  imported  from  Germany. 

Though  fome  or  mod  of  the  particulars  above 
detailed  may  he  found  in  works,  which  treat  of 
the  inland  or  back  pai;ts  of  America,  yet  I judge 
them  not  unworthy  of  a place  in  this  journal. 

Refpecling  the  tenets  or  obfervances  of  reli- 
gion, it  fhouid  feem  that  little  room  is  left  for  a 
due  attention  to  either,  among  the  inhabitants 
of  Pennfylvania  and  other  parts  of  GenefTee.  In 
the  towns,  as  well  as  in  all  parts  of  the  country 
that  are  in  any  degree  populous,  there  are,  in- 
deed, every  where  places  appropriated  to  religious 

wqrfhip  5 
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wo.rffiip  ; but,  unlefs  I am  greatly  miftaken,  re- 
lio-ion  is  generally  confidered  rather  as  a political 
engine  than  a way  to  falvation.  In  the  new 
fettlements  you  meet  frequently  with  religious 
books,  but  they  contain  the  peculiar  effufions 
of  different  fedts,  rather  than  the  Ample  mo- 
rality of  fcriptural  religion.  Prayer-books,  with 
other  devotional  exercifes  of  that  defcription,  are 
chiefly  found  among  the  rigid  Methodifts,  or 
fanatic  Scotch  Prefbyterians.  Yet  the  hitternefs 
and  ranaticifm  of  thefe  fedts  are  rapidly  wearing 
away  in  thefe  foreifs.  Chiefly  taken  up  with 
clearing  the  ground,  and  anticipating  in  imagi- 
nation the  beneficial  refults  of  their  labour,  they 
foon  forget  all  other  concerns. 

The  colonifts,  who  arrive  from  New  Eng- 
land, are,  upon  the  whole,  more  religious  than 
any  of  the  other  inhabitants.  They  make  a 
point  of  building  churches,  and  providing  preach- 
ers, as  foon  as  circumftances  enable  them  to  do 
fo.  Moft  of  thefe  religionifts  fettle  in  the  upper 
diftridt  of  Geneffee,  and  fpeak  with  contempt  of 
the  fettlements  on  the  Sufquehannah,  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Tioga,  where  the  inhabit- 
ants, far  from  having  places  of  worfhip,  fcarcely 
ever  mention  the  name  of  God.  At  the  fame 
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come  from  New  England,  are  purer  in  their 
morals  than  any  of  the  reft;  and  that  they  are 
not  only  remarkably  induftrious,  but  alio  the 
moft  expert  agriculturifts  and  workmen. 

As  to  the  fertility  of  the  country  in  natural 
productions,  it  is  very  great  indeed.  In  many 
parts,  the  trees  are  of  a prodigious  fize  and 
thicknefs.  It  is  remarkable,  that  the  large  ft 
trees  feldom  ftrike  their  roots  deeper  than  about 
four  or  five  inches  into  the  ground  ; this  was  at 
leaft  the  cafe,  with  all  thofe  which  had  been 
overturned  by  the  winds,  and  lay  near  the  road. 
The  thickets  are  frequently  fo  clofe,  that,  for 
feveral  miles  together,  they  bear  the  appearance 
of  one  large  tree,  under  which  grafs  is  growing 
in  thick  tufts  and  clufters.  Fern,  a light  rare 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia,  is  very 
frequently  in  the  back  fettlements.  Shrubs  of 
every  defcription,  and  flowers  of  various  forms 
and  hues  adorn  the  woods  and  pleafe  the  eye 
with  their  beautiful  appearance,  but  do  not  fo 
much  regale  the  traveller  with  their  fragrance. 
They  more  or  lefs  referable  European  plants ; 
but  are  in  general  of  different  fpecies. 

Among  the  great  variety  of  infers  and  flies 
feen  here,  which  alone  would  furnifh  abundant 
matter  of  enquiry  for  the  curious  naturalift* 

luminous 
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luminous  worms  are  fo  very  numerous,  as  fre- 
quently to  diffufe  by  night  a brightnefs,  which 
is  really  aftonifhing. 

The  town  of  Canawaga  is  fituated  on  the 
river  Geneffee,  the  courfe  of  which  we  have  fol- 
lowed without  deviation  ever  fince  we  left  On- 
tario, By  the  Indians  this  river  is  called  Ca- 
fhoufiagon.  We  much  regret,  that  we  did  not 
fee  the  three  falls  of  this  river,  which  are  but 
half  a quarter  of  a mile  diftant  from  each  other  ; 
the  firft  is  one  hundred,  the  fecond  thirty,  and 
the  third  feventy  feet  high;  they  are  all  two 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  breadth.  This  river, 
which  empties  itfelf  into  Lake  Ontario,  pre- 
vioufly  forms  a very  fmall  lake  of  uncommon 
depth,  which  alfo  is  difcharged  into  Lake  On- 
tario by  a narrow  channel,  not  very  deep.  The 
appearance  of  thefe  falls  is  faid  to  be  extremely 
grand  and  beautiful ; we  felt  a ftrong  inclination 
to  vifit  them  ; but  Mr.  Blacons  expreffing  an 
earneft  defire  to  haften  his  return  to  Afylum, 
and  to  fee  the  Niagara,  we  facrificed  to  his 
wifhes  our  own  curiofity  with  refpedt  to  the 
falls  of  the  river  Geneffee. 

We  chief  day,  the  \*Jth  of  June . 

After  remaining  half  a day  at  Canawaga,  we 
at  length  fet  out,  early  ia  the  morning,  to  tra- 

yerfe 
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verfe  the  defarts,  as  they  are  called.  The  guide, 
procured  by  Mr.  Chipping,  as  already  men-* 
tioned,  had  been  waiting  for  us  two  days.  This 
man,  a native  of  Canada,  who,  according  to  falfe 
reports,  had  adopted  the  manners  and  cuftoms 
of  the  Indians,  from  love  for  a fquavp  (the  term 
for  an  Indian  woman)  of  whom  he  was  excef- 
lively  fond,  did  not,  on  a nearer  acquaintance 
with  him,  anfwer  any  of  the  romantic,  or  at 
leaft  extraordinary  ideas,  we  had  been  led  to 
form  of  him.  During  the  American  war,  he 
had  ferved  for  fome  time  in  an  Bnglifh  regiment 
in  Canada  ; but  having  found  an  opportunity  to 
defert,  he  fettled  in  the  American  dominions  on 
the  banks  of  the  Geneffee.  He  has  been  ena- 
bled to  fave  a little  money  by  means  of  a final! 
trade,  which  he  carried  on,  and  efpecially  by 
felling  v/nifky  to  the  Indians  ; after  this  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  an  Indian  girl,  tolerably 
handfome,  whom  he  married,  after  Ihe  had 
borne  him  feveral  children  ; that  is  to  fay,  he 
declared  her  his  wife  in  the  Indian  manner;  an 
obligation,  however,  which  binds  him  no  longer 
than  he  himfelf  choofes.  According  to  his  own 
account,  hepoflefjes  a finall  eftate  in  the  diftridl 
of  Geneffee,  and  another  much  larger  in  Tono- 
wante  (an  Indian  village  equally  diftant  from 
Niagara  and  Canawaga),  which  Pondrit  (our 

guide) 
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guide)  purchafed  of  the  Indians  for  fome  gallons 
of  whilky,  and  which  he  can  enlarge,  at  plea- 
fure,  as  every  one  there  is  at  liberty  to  appro- 
priate to  himfelf  any  quantity  of  land  he  thinks 
j proper.  This  man,  as  far  as  we  could  judge, 
j appears  to  have  fettled  among  the  Indians  from 
motives  not  the  mo  ft  praife- worthy,  viz.  iazi- 
nefs  and  indolence ; he  would  rather,  it  feems, 

J let  his  wife  work,  than  do  fo  himfelf,  gain 
| money  without  care  or  toil,  and  by  his  fuperior 
knowledge  overreach  the  Indians  in  the  fmali 
trade  he  carries  on  with  them.  In  other  refpe£ts 
he  is  a free,  jovial  fellow  enough,  proud,  good- 
humoured,  artful  under  the  appearance  of  auk- 
wardnefs  ; and  in  brief,  not  a little  like  many  of 
the  French  peafants,  who,  after  having  ferved 
fome  time  in  a regiment,  return  to  their  native 
village  with  a tolerable  ftock  of  felf- confidence? 
and  affurance,  which,  if  not  blended  with  a due 
regard  to  confcience  and  morals,  frequently  de- 
generates into  impudence,  and  fometimes  draws 
them  in  the  end,  into  a licentious  and  reftlefs 
way  of  life.  Under  the  guidance  of  this  Pon~ 
drit,  who,  by  the  by,  was  not  even  dreffed  as  an 
Indian,  we  fet  out  on  our  journey.  He  led  a 
horfe  that  belonged  to  him,  and  was  loaded 
with  our  ftores,  which  Indian  guides  generally 
trudge  with  on  their  backs. 
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About  a mile  and  a half  from  Canawaga* 
Hands  a fmall  village  of  the  Seneca  Indians, 
through  which  we  paffed,  confiding  of  only 
three  or  four  houfes.  We  found  there  again  a 
handfome  young  man,  who  had  vifited  us  the 
night  before  in  Canawaga.  It  was  obfervable, 
that  thefe  Indians  fiiewed  a ftrong  attachment 
to  us  as  Frenchmen,  repeatedly  alluring  us,  that 
the  remembrance  of  our  nation  was  peculiarly 
dear  to  them  ; we  in  return  regaled  them  plen- 
tifully with  rum.  The  young  man,  who  was 
more  intoxicated  than  his  comrades,  was  feized 
every  now  and  then  with  fits  of  madnefs,  which 
might  have  proved  fatal  to  himfelf  or  thofe  about 
him,  but  for  the  careful  attendance  of  a young 
fquaw,  who,  partly  by  menaces,  and  partly  by 
careffes,  got  him  out  of  the  inn,  caufed  his  arms 
to  be  tied  by  his  comrades,  and  carried  him  to 
the  banks  of  the  river,  where,  lefs  difturbed  die 
continued  her  attendance,  until  file  had  foothed 
his  rage,  though  he  was  not  perfectly  reftored 
to  his  fenfes.  An  Indian  wafhed  the  face  and 
head  of  his  inebriated  comrade,  by  fpouting  water 
upon  him,  which  he  took  into  his  mouth,  and 
at  the  fame  time  by  rubbing  him  with  his  hand. 
The  intoxicated  young  man,  though  not  quite 
fober,  was  at  length,  however,  fo  far  recovered, 
as  to  be  fet  on  his  legs.  A boat  was  waiting  to 
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carry  him  acrofs  the  river,  when,  on  a fudden, 
he  broke  from  the  hands  of  his  attendants,  and 
precipitated  himfelf  with  great  violence  into  the 
river.  A moment  after  he  came  up  again,  and 
we  faw  him  fwimming  towards  the  oppofite 
bank.  The  indefatigable  young  woman  then 
fprang  alone  into  the  boat,  and  rowed  up  to  her 
charge,  overtook  him,  and  feized  his  hand  to 
make  him  ftep  into  the  boat.  But  he  would  not 
enter,  but  dived  again,  rifing  up  in  different 
places  ; fo  that  to  all  appearance  he  was  in  no 
little  danger,  confidering  the  ftate  he  was  in,  of 
being  drowned.  The  young  fquaw  followed 
him  with  her  boat,  called  on  him  feveral  times 
very  kindly,  did  not  ceafe  a moment  to  follow 
him,  with  her  eyes  conifantly  fixed  on  him,  or 
oil  the  fpot  where  file  thought  he  was  likely  to 
appear  again  ; for  he  was  as  frequently  under  as 
above  water.  At  laft  (he  grafped  him  again,  and 
fo  tenacioufiy  as  to  retain  her  hold.  This  im- 
preffive  fcene  lafted  about  two  hours,  during 
which  time  the  uneafinefs,  care,  and  endear- 
ments of  the  young  woman,  were  inceffantly 
manifefted,  and  infpired  us  with  mingled  emo- 
tions of  furprife,  admiration,  and  efteem.  She 
was  tolerably  handfome,  and  a filler  of  the  young 
man.  It  is  hardly  poffible  to  fhew  more  fympa- 
thy,  or  more  fincere,  tender,  and  unwearied 
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afFeCtion,  than  was  evinced  by  this  poor  fqdaw$ 
as  long  as  her  intoxicated  brother  was  in  dan- 
ger ; and  all  this  too  in  a manner  fo  fweet  and 
engaging,  as  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  man  poiFi^ 
bly  to  do.  This  fcene  imprinted  in  ftili  deeper 
characters  on  my  mind  the  idea,  which  1 have 
conftantly  entertained,  of  the  great  fuperiority 
of  women  above  men  in  every  thing,  relative 
to  alFeftions  of  every  fort.  He,  who  never  ex- 
perienced the  friend  (hip  of  a woman,  knows 
not  half  the  charms  and  delights  of  friendfhip* 
Men,  undoubtedly,  are  capable  of  making  great 
iacrifices,  which  I certainly  fhould  be  the  laft  to 
difown  ; indebted  as  I am  for  the  prefervation 
of  my  life,  to  the  generous  and  ardent  attach- 
ment of  two  friends.  May  they,  fince  a more 
explicit  teftimony  of  my  gratitude  might  per- 
haps endanger  their  fafety  and  welfare,  recog- 
nize in  thefe  lines  the  grateful  fentiments,  which 
fill  my  bofom,  and  which  fhall  not  ceafe  but 
with  my  exiftence,  though  I fhould  never  have 
the  happinefs  of  perfonally  expreffing  to  them 
the  tribute  of  my  thanks.  But  while  a woman 
is  capable  of  the  fame  attachment  and  facrifices, 
while  a female  friend  will  chearfully  meet  the 
fame  dangers  as  men,  fhe  pofFefFes  befides  the  art 
of  embellifhing  and  brightening  the  faddeft  mo- 
ments of  our  life,  by  unutterable  fweetnefs  of 
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temper,  conftant  care,  and  unwearied  attend- 
ance on  her  friend  ; fhe  can  fympathize  in  his 
Offerings,  mingle  with  his  pleafures,  and  com- 
prehend and  divine  all  his  projedls ; fhe  can  pour 
balm  on  his  wounded  ienfibility,  raife  his  de- 
jedted  fpirits,  unburden  him  of  the  load  of  for- 
row,  and  thus  reconcile  him  to  himfelf.  Well 
can  fhe  foften  the  harfhnefs  of  advice,  which 
Ihe  has  the  courage  to  offer  at  a feafonable  in- 
terval, and  can  infpire  a boundlefs  confidence, 
without  creating  pain,  or  caufing  exertion.  She 
bids  defiance  to  obftacles,  is  difeouraged  by  no 
accidents,  not  even  by  abfence  itfelf.  In  fhort, 
female  friendfhip  is  a divine  feeling,  and  the 
fweeteft  charm  and  comforter  of  life  : when  de- 
prived of  it  by  misfortune,  the  bare  remembrance 
of  it  will  ftill  afford  us  moments  of  refined  plea- 
fur  e. 

A journey  through  uninterrupted  forefls  offers 
but  little  matter  either  for  fpeculation  or  remark. 
The  woods  are,  in  general,  not  clofe,  but  ftand 
on  a fruitful  foil.  A foot-path,  tolerably  good, 
upon  the  whole,  but  in  fome  places  very  miry, 
winds  through  them  over  a level  ground,  that 
rifes  but  feldom  into  gentle  fwells.  After  a ride 
of  twelve  hours,  in  which  we  eroded  feveral 
large  creeks,  we  arrived  at  the  Plain,  where  we- 
determined  to  take  up  our  lodgings  for  the  night. 
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Big  Plain  is  about  thirty-eight  miles  diftant  from 
Canawaga.  We  breakfasted  at  Buttermilk  Fall, 
and  dined  on  the  bank  of  the  creek  of  Tana- 
wago,  which  is,  feveral  times,  either  approached 
or  crofted,  in  this  line  of  travelling.  For  both 
thefe  meals  our  appetites  were  fo  keen,  that  we, 
perhaps,  never  ate  any  thing  with  a better  relifh. 
But,  this  was  not  the  cafe  with  our  fupper. 
The  marangouins,  of  which  we  had  heard  Such 
frightful  accounts,  but  from  which  we  had  hi- 
therto fuffered  but  little,  began  now  to  torment 
us.  We  were  near  a brook,  for  it  is  neceftary 
to  keep  within  a little  diftance  from  water,  if 
between  arrival  and  departure  it  is  intended  to 
breakfaft,  fup,  and  water  the  horfes.  The  fire 
and  tobacco  fmoke  were  not  fufficient  to  keep 
off  the  offe olive  fwarms  of  marangouins,  muff 
quitoes,  wafps  and  gnats  ; nor  did  the  veils  of 
gauze,  provided  by  Mr.  Guillemard,  fhelter  us 
from  their  pungent  flings.  Thefe  innumerable 
fmall  blood- fucking  infects  are  a very  great  an- 
noyance, and  though  killed  by  thoufands,  they 
feem  to  encreafe  in  proportion  as  they  are  de- 
ft royed.  It  is  indeed  impoffible  to  form  an  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  torment  and  trouble  they  occa- 
sion, without  having  felt  it. 

Two  Americans,  who  arrived  from  Buffalo 
Creek,  with  two  horfes,  loaded  with  furs,  Shared 
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our  fire  ai^d  our  moleftation,  but  not  our  fuffer* 
ings.  The  next  day  (Thurfday)  at  four  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  the  Americans  having  found 
their  horfes,  proceeded  on  their  journey  ; while 
our  horfes,  which,  in  fpite  of  our  entreaties, 
Mr.  Guillemard’s  fervant  had  not  coupled,  were 
not  to  be  found,  having  run  back  part  of  the  way 
we  came.  It  happened,  however,  very  fortu- 
nately, that  a bell,  which  I had  faftened  to  my 
horfe,  having  in  the  night  indicated  to  our  guide 
the  courfe  they  purfued,  he  traced  them  before 
the  break  of  day,  overtook  them  at  a diftance  of 
fifteen  miles*  and  brought  them  back  about  ele- 
ven o’clock  in  the  morning.  His  uncommon 
zeal  to  ferve  us,  joined  to  his  fuccefsful  alertnefs, 
infpired  us  with  as  much  admiration,  as  we  felt 
pleafure,  to  fee  our  horfes  fafe  returned. 

The  two  Americans,  who  left  us  in  the  morn  * 
ing,  belonged  to  Bofton  ; they  make,  it  feems, 
the  journey  to  Buffalo  Creek,  five  or  fix  times 
every  year,  to  barter  for  furs  with  the  Indians  ; 
they  carry  on  this  trade  jointly  with  three  or 
four  other  fmall  companies;  and  we  learned  that, 
on  the  whole  about  twenty  thoufand  dollars  are 
annually  circulated  in  this  way,  the  fhare  of 
i thefe  two  amounting  to  eighteen  hundred  or  two 
thou  find  dollars. 
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It  was  too  late  to  indulge  the  hope  of  reach- 
ing Buffalo  Creek  before  the  fall  of  night.  Our 
journey  muft,  therefore,  take  us  up  two  days 
longer,  although  we  had  provifion  only  fufficient 
for  one.  In  thefe  circumflances  we  refolved  to 
take  the  road  to  Tonowante,  the  refidence  of  our 
Pondrit,  which  determination,  though  it  oc- 
cafioned  a circuit  of  ten  or  twelve  miles,  yet  fe- 
eured  to  us  all  the  certain  advantage  of  obtaining 
frefh  provifion,  which,  by  Pondrit’s  account, 
was  in  great  abundance  in  that  place.  But  Pon- 
drit is  as  frivolous  a prattler  as  he  is  a good  pe- 
deftrian  ; we  found  no  provifion,  nor  was  there 
the  leaft  profpedt  of  procuring  viands  of  any  fort 
in  the  hut  of  this  demi- Indian.  We  were  fain 
to  be  content  with  a little  rum  and  two  wet  in- 
digeftible  cakes  of  Indian  corn,  prepared  by  Mrs. 
Pondrit,  and  were,  moreover,  under  the  ne- 
cefiity  of  waiting  a whole  hour  for  the  lady’s 
return,  who,  on  our  arrival  was  engaged  in  cul- 
tivating the  grounds  of  her  hufband.  Befides 
this  wretched  repaft,  we  got  a little  Indian  corn 
for  our  horfes.  Mr.  Guillemard,  whofe  limbs 
were  fwoln  in  confequence  of  the  flings  of  the 
mufquitoes,  fancied  he  was  ill,  and  determined 
to  remain  that  night  at  Tonowante.  We  left 
him  under  the  care  of  the  fquaw  Pondrit ; and 

Mr. 
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Mr.  de  Blacons,  Dupetitthouars,  and  myfelf,  fet 
out,  with  our  guide,  to  purfue  our  journey. 

Tonowante,  which  we  have  juft  left,  confifts 
of  fifteen  houfes  or  wigwams,  built  on  the  zig- 
zag windings  of  the  river  of  the  fame  name. 
The  foil  is  marfliy,  yet  good.  However  defira- 
ble  it  would  have  been,  to  fhorten  our  next  day’s 
long  journey  by  proceeding  ten  miles  further 
this  night,  yet  the  remembrance,  and  the  ftill- 
exifting  fenfation  of  the  mufquito-ftings  of  laft 
night,  deterred  us  from  adopting  this  meafure, 
and  we  halted,  therefore,  half  an  hour  before 
fun-fet,  to  gain  the  neceffary  time  for  making 
arrangements  more  likely  to  keep  thefe  infects 
off.  A fmall  Indian  camp,  which  we  found  in 
the  woods  near  Small~fally  was  chofen  for  our 
night-quarters,  notwithftandingdreadful  fwarms 
of  mufquitoes  and  fmall  flies,  perhaps  even  more 
troublefome  than  the  former,  were  buzzing 
about  us.  We  furrounded  this  little  place  of 
refuge,  to  the  windward,  with  fires,  which  we 
kept  up  with  dry  leaves  and  rotten  wood.  The 
wind  driving  the  fmoke  through  our  camp,  the 
mufquitoes  could  not  exift  there.  After  having 
coupled  our  horfes,  tied  them  to  trees  near  us, 
and  thus  prevented  the  danger  of  lofing  them, 
we  procured  fome  water,  made  a mefs  of  a few 
cakes  of  portable  foup,  which  we  had  remain- 
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ing,  and  being  protected  from  the  attacks  of  our 
enemies,  we  partook  of  our  cakts  and  remain- 
ing ham  with  great  fatisfadlion,  and  being  far- 
ther comforted  by  a few  fegars,  we  paffed  a 
very  pleating  night  ; I,  on  my  part,  at  leaf!:,  did 
not  awake  from  nine  o’clock  at  night  till  half 
part  three  in  the  morning,  the  time  when  we 
were  obliged  to  prepare  for  our  departure.  What 
an  excellent  remedy,  or,  at  leaft,  what  a pallia- 
tive for  the  fufferings  of  the  head  and  the  heart, 
is  travelling.  Alternate  wearinefs  and  reft  leave 
no  room  for  any  train  of  ideas,  and  every  thing 
confpires  to  render  us  as  happy  as  if  our  fuffer- 
ings were  ended. 

Before  I clofe  the  hiftory  of  the  day,  I muft 
obferve,  that  in  the  morning  we  met  with  a 
large  rattle- fnake,  on  our  way  to  Tonowante. 
She  was  awake,  bent  backwards,  and  her  head 
eredb ; in  ftiort,  Ihe  was  in  the  attitude,  in  which 
thefe  reptiles  dart  to  bite.  Our  guide  noticed 
her  at  the  fmall  diftance  of  two  paces,  and  Car- 
touche had  approached  her  within  half  a pace. 
We  flopped  ; I called  my  dog.  The  afpeft  of 
our  horfes,  our  dogs  and  ourfelves,  who  fur- 
rounded  her  fo  clofely,  did  not  difturb  her  ; and 
Fondrit,  who  had  cut  a flick,  was  at  full  liberty 
to  choofe  the  lpot  where  he  would  apply  his 
blow.  This  fnake  was  upwards  of  four  and  half 
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feet  in  length,  beautifully  black,  with  rings  of 
a bright,  golden  yellow,  and  fixteen  rattles.  I 
relate  this  trifling  incident,  to  (hew  how  little 
dangerous  thefe  animals  in  general  are,  the  ac- 
counts of  which,  in  Europe,  fo  greatly  alarm  all, 
who  are  preparing  to  go  to  America.  We  con- 
tinued upwards  of  five  minutes  within  a fmal- 
ler  diftance  from  her  than  her  own  length.  The 
dog  almoft  touched  her  ; file  was  awake,  and  yet 
fire  wed  no  fort  of  malignity.  Since  I have  tra- 
veiled  fo  much  in  forefts,  I have  met  with  a great 
number  of  rattle-fnakes,  killed  fome  with  my 
own  hand,  and,  notwithfianding,  have  never 
yet  received  the  leafi:  injury. 

Friday , the  \Qth  of  June . 

For  thefe  two  days  paft  the  roads  have  been 
truly  execrable,  full  of  deep  holes,  earth-falls, 
and  thick- fet  bufiies.  You  are  obliged,  at  once, 
to  beware  of  the  branches  of  trees,  which  tear 
your  face  or  throw  you  down,  to  feleft  the  fpot 
for  the  horfe  to  tread  on,  to  give  it  the  necef- 
fary  aid  when  it  pafles  a difficult  place,  and  to 
take  care  not  to  crufh  your  knee  or  leg  againft 
a trunk  or  ftone,  which  even  with  the  utmoft 
precaution  cannot  be  always  avoided,  and  fre- 
quently caufes  a very  painful  fenfation.  By  the 
account  of  our  guide  we  were  this  day  to  enter 
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better  roads  ; and  yet,  a level  tra£b  of  about  fe- 
ven  or  eight  miles  excepted,  thefe  were  even 
worfe  than  the  former. 

Being  defirous  of  feeing  a large  Indian  fettle- 
ment,  and  having  learned  that  Buffalo  Creek  is 
the  larged:  in  this  neighbourhood,  we  turned 
that  way,  left  the  foot-path  which  leads  ftraight 
to  Fort  Erie,  and  ftruck  into  another,  which  is 
the  word:  I have  yet  feen.  We  breakfafted 
twelve  miles  from  the  fpot  where  we  had  palled 
the  nwht,  and  finifhed  the  remainder  of  our 
ftores  in  Buffalo  Town.  You  reach  Creek  Buffalo 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles  before  you  come  to  the 
village.  The  fource  of  this  creek,  which  is  very 
narrow  on  the  fpot  where  you  fee  it  firft,  is 
fifteen  miles  farther  up  the  country.  Yet  it  con- 
fiderably  enlarges  its  breadth,  and  is  upwards  of 
a hundred  yards  broad,  where  it  difcharges  it- 
felf  into  the  river.  You  muft  ford  it  between 
a hamlet  inhabited  by  the  Cayuga  nation  and 
the  village  of  Buffalo,  where  it  is  about  forty 
yards  in  breadth,  but  its  bed  is  fo  confined  and 
miry,  that  we  were  fcarcely  able  to  work  our 
way  out  of  it. 

The  village  of  Buffalo  is  inhabited  by  the  Se~ 
neca-Indians.  The  chief  of  this  nation  is  Bro- 

• i < .... 

therfarmer,  a man  generally  refpedled  by  all 
the  tubes  as  a great  warrior  and  ftatefman,  and 
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for  this  reafon  much  courted  both  by  Englifh 
and  American  agents.  Buffalo  is  the  chief  place 
of  the  Seneca  nation.  Inftead  of  eighty  houfes, 
of  which  we  had  been  told  this  village  confifted, 
we  found  only  about  forty.  The  reft  ftand  on 
the  banks  of  the  creek  farther  up  or  down- 
wards, and  thus  people  an  extent  of  feveral 
miles.  The  village  is  fituated  on  a plain,  the 
foil  of  which,  to  judge  from  the  grafs  it  pro- 
duces, is  extremely  fertile.  We  faw  Indians 
cutting  the  grafs  with  their  knives.  Some  fami- 
lies  keep  cows,  and  others  even  horfes.  There 
were  fome  fine  oxen  to  be  fold  in  the  village. 
All  the  commodities  being  confidered  as  the 
produce  of  the  labours  of  the  wives,  they  alone 
difpofe  of  them  at  pleafure.  They  are  looked 
upon  as  the  foie  proprietors.  It  is  with  them 
that  every  bargain  is  made,  all  the  money,  even 
the  houfes  in  which  they  live,  belong  to  them  ; 
the  hufbands  have  nothing  but  their  gun,  their 
tomahawk  (a  fmall  axe,  and  at  the  fame  time 
their  pipe),  and  the  fcalps  fevered  from  the 
fkulls  of  the  enemies  they  have  (lain,  and  which 
in  greater  or  lefs  number  form  the  decoration  of 
the  dwellings  of  all  Indian  warriors.  More  pro- 
perty they  do  not  want. 

The  dignity  of  a chieftain  is,  in  general,  he- 
reditary among  the  Indians ; though  fome  are 
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alfo  appointed  by  election.  The  fons  of  the 
chieftains,  however,  do  not  fucceed,  but  thofe 
of  the  female  chiefs.  For  the  wives  preferve 
this  right  of  fucceflion  in  their  families,  and 
tranfmit  it  to  their  defendants.  Yet  thefe  In- 
dian queens  cultivate  their  fields  with  the  fpade 
in  their  hand.  Though  they  have  oxen  to  fell, 
it  has  hitherto  not  occurred  to  them,  to  yoke 
thefe  animals  to  the  plough.  I have  already  ob- 
ferved,  that  a fmall  field  of  Indian  corn  fuffices 
for  the  wants  of  a family.  There  is,  at  times, 
another  planted  with  potatoes  ; but,  in  general, 
thefe  are  planted  between  the  rows  of  Indian 
corn. 

The  fields  are  moftly  irregular  pieces  of  land 
taken  from  the  common  ; they  are  not  inclofed, 
being  more  effectually  guarded  by  an  univerfal 
honefty,  which  never  deceives.  The  cattle, 
which  conftantly  remain  in  the  woods,  do  no 
damage  to  the  crops.  The  fields,  cultivated  by 
the  Indians,  have,  in  general,  a more  luxuriant 
appearance  than  others,  from  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  cultivated.  Being  better  tilled, 
and  kept  conftantly  free  from  weeds,  they  can- 
not but  produce  heavier  crops,  which  is  actually 
the  cafe.  The  Indian  huts  in  Buffalo  are  not 
fo  bad  as  others  I have  feen,  but  equally  un- 
clean and  filthy. 
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Our  guide  conducted  us  to  a family,  in  which 
he  faid  a demi-French  woman  lived,  which, 
however,  was  not  the  fa£L  On  entering  the 
habitation,  we  found  the  landlord  engaged  in 
bleeding  himfelf  in  the  foot.  He  faid  he  fuf- 
fered  from  pains  in  the  bowels,  and  placed  great 
confidence  in  this  remedy,  which  he  prefcribed 
and  applied  himfelf.  Two  leaves  of  fage  ferved 
for  a comprefs,  and  an  old  garter  for  a bandage  ; 
he  looked  about  for  his  tomahawk  to  fmoke  dur- 
ing the  application  of  this  remedy.  One  or  two 
other  families  live  in  the  fame  hut.  The  huf- 
bands,  fathers,  and  brothers  were  fitting  before 
the  door  ; the  women  were  in  the  fields;  we 
were  compelled  to  wait  their  return,  to  learn 
j whether  they  had  any  eggs  or  milk.  When 
they  came  home,  w7e  found  that  they  had  none. 
They  gave  us,  however,  butter- milk,  and  very 
good  butter.  During  the  two  hours  we  pa  fifed 
among  them,  nothing  particular  occurred.  There 
is  but  little  expreffion  in  their  faces,  little  cheer- 
fulnefs,  and  little  fagacity.  They  were  ex- 

Stremely  curious,  as  every  one  would  be,  who 
has  feen  nothing.  They  laid  hold  of  our  watches, 
our  compafs,  our  pencils,  and  bridles,  viewed 
them  with  much  attention,  yet  without  the  lead: 
mark  of  aftonifhment  or  iatisfa£lion  ; but  re- 
mained as  cold  and  unconcerned  as  threeTourths 
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of  the  American  country-people  remain  on  fimi- 
lar  occafions,  though  they  are  as  curious  as  the 
Indians. 

I had  bought  at  Philadelphia  a great  quantity 
of  trifles,  with  a view  ©f  diftributing  them 
among  thefe  people,  who,  I knew,  are  exceffively 
fond  of  them.  With  thefe  trifles  we  paid  what 
fervices  they  had  rendered  us  ; but  I diftributed 
my  fineries  far  beyond  their  amount  ; men  and 
women  Teemed  to  receive  them  with  aftooifh- 
ment  rather  than  pleafure.  The  young  girls  ap- 
peared more  pleafed  with  them  than  the  reft. 
Three  or  four  of  thefe  were  very  handfome ; 
and  I fancied  that  I could  obferve  in  their  man- 
ners a certain  mode  fly,  which  I love  to  fee 
blended  with  beauty. 

The  Indians  feem  to  occupy  themfelves  much 
with  their  children  ; they  are  extremely  fond 
of  them  during  their  childhood,  and  their  af- 
fectionate attachment  frequently  lafts  far  beyond 
that  tender  age.  Sucking  children  are  generally 
fufpended  in  a balket,  fattened  to  the  ceiling  by 
long  ropes,  and  thus  rocked.  When  the  mother 
goes  on  a journey,  or  to  work,  the  babe  is  put 
into  a fort  of  portable  cradle,  the  back  and  lower 
part  of  which  are  made  of  wood  ; it  is  laced  be- 
fore with  ftraps  of  cloth,  with  which  the  child 

can  be  tied  as  faft  as  they  pleafe.  This  fort  of 

cradle 
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cradle  is  carried  by  means  of  a ftrap,  tied  around 
the  forehead  of  the  mother.  In  this  manner  the 
Indians  generally  carry  all  their  burthens. 

Few  Indians  live  to  be  very  old.  They  who 
grow  old  and  infirm  are  put  to  death  by  their 
children,  who  confider  this  aft  as  a duty  they 
are  bound  to  perform,  in  order  to  fave  their  pa- 
rents from  the  miferies  of  old  age.  However, 
they  do  not  always  fulfil  this  duty.  Let  this  bar- 
barous cuftom  be  fairly  confidered,  and  it  will 
be  found  in  fome  manner  confiftent  with  reafon  ; 
for  of  what  ufe  and  value  is  life,  when  nothing 
can  be  expefted  but  for  row  and  fufiferings  ? 

Death  is,  with  the  Indians,  no  objeft  of  terror  ; 
and  the  relations  of  the  deceafed  grieve  but  little 
for  their  lofs.  Some  howlings  at  the  burial  are 

Ithe  only  figns  or  expreffions  of  their  grief,  while 
feveral  days  before  and  after  the  interment  are 
fpent  in  feafting  and  dancing.  The  entire  pro- 
perty of  the  deceafed  is  frequently  fpent  in  thus 
eating,  drinking,  and  rioting  to  his  honour. 

The  imperfeft  civilization,  which  the  Indian 
nations,  we  have  feen,  owe  to  their  conftant  in- 
tercourfe  with  white  people,  has  altered  their 
original  manners,  which  it  would  be  peculiarly 
interefting  to  obferve.  Whilky  renders  them 
ftupid  ; and  whifky  is  known  and  fought  after 
by  all  the  Indians,  who  are  engaged  in  the  fur 
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trade  with  white  people.  Europe  has  inflicted, 
and  will  ever  inflift  fo  many  evils  on  every 
country  difcovered  by  her,  that  it  is  neceflary  to 
travel  as  Mr.  Mackenzie  has  done,  beyond 
the  known  tribes,  in  order  to  trace  the  original 
manners  of  the  Indian  nations ; yet  Mr.  Mac- 
kenzie himfelf  diftributed  whifky  as  he  went 


along. 


I fhall  fubjoin  here  a few  obfervations  con- 
cerning the  Indians,  which,  though  they  may 
not  be  perfectly  new,  will  yet  form  a {ketch, 
not  altogether  uninterefting  to  Europeans,  and 
which  I fhall  be  able  to  improve  from  other 
accounts,  efpecially  from  the  narrative  of  the 
captivity  of  one  of  my  friends  belonging  to  Vir- 
ginia, which  I intend  to  introduce  in  the  fequeh 
But  previoufly  to  my  entering  on  this  fubjedh 
I mu  ft  ohferve,  that  all  the  Indians  we  faw  ufed 
every  means  of  fhewing  us  particular  kindnefs, 
on  account  of  our  being  Frenchmen,  whom, 
they  told  us,  they  love  very  much,  knowing 
that  their  people  have  always  been  kindly  treated 
by  them,  and  particularly  without  any  fort  of 
contemptuous  infolence.  On  this  account  they 
conftantly  called  us  their  fathers. 

Age  is  fo  much  honoured  by  the  Indians, 
that  in  their  language  age  and  wifdorn  are  fyno- 
nimous  terms, 


Notwith- 
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Notwithftanding  this  high  eftimation,  in  which 
old  age  is  every  where  held,  and  the  great  refped 
enjoyed  by  their  chieftains  in  time  of  peace,  and 
by  their  leaders  in  time  of  war,  health,  dexterity, 
and  courage  alone  obtain  diftindions  among  the 
Indians.  Although  from  difpofition  and  habit 
they  are  independent  of  each  other,  in  all  the 
concerns  of  life,  yet  they  are  never  waiiting  in 
i obedience  to  their  chiefs  and  leaders, 

Hofpitality  is  with  them  a duty,  which  it 
i would  be  a crime  not  to  obferve,  and  which 
they  never  fail  to  pradife.  They  confider  re- 
venge as  a duty  equally  fa c red.  They  conceal 
their  vindictive  views  as  long  as  they  know 
they  cannot  be  gratified.  But  neither  the  longed 
period  of  time,  nor  the  greated  obdacles,  ever 
ftifle  in  them  the  imperious  paffion  for  revenge. 

| Although  theft  is  very  common  among  them, 
and  more  fo  among  the  women  than  the  men, 
j yet  the  thief,  caught  in  the  fad,  is  compelled  to 
redore  the  property  he  dole ; and  in  cafe  of  a 
violent  robbery,  the.  conjurors  are  confulted, 
who  condemn  the  robber  to  death. 

Homicide  is  atoned  for  by  a fium  of  money, 
the  amount  of  which  is  paid  in  a fort  of  Shells, 
called  wampum , by  which  the  price  of  all  com- 
, modities  is  meafured  and  adjuded.  An  offender, 
who  cannot  raife  this  ranfom,  is  delivered  over 

to 
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to  the  family  of  the  deceafed,  that  they  may  take 
their  revenge  on  hirm  Deliberate  murder  is  fel- 
dom  committed  ; manflaughter  perpetrated  in 
drunken  quarrels  is  more  frequent.  Yet  the  fame 
indulgence,  in  regard  to  homicide  and  theft,  is  j 
not  fhewn  by  all  the  Indian  nations.  I have 
learnt  from  Colonel  Brant,  chieftain  of  the 
Mohawks,  that  among  the  Six  Nations,  who 
Hill  occupy  lands  near  the  lakes  in  the  dominion 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  Canada,  and  to  whom 
the  Mohawks  and  Seneca  Indians  belong  ; every 
Indian,  who  has  killed  or  robbed  another,  muft 
inevitably  fuffer  death.  The  murderer  is  gene- 
rally put  to  death  by  the  relations  of  the  perfon 
murdered.  But  every  Indian  belonging  to  the 
nation  has  a right  to  kill  him,  as  foon  as  the 
crime  is  known.  It  frequently  happens,  that 
the  offender,  far  from  making  the  leaf:  refill-  j 
ance,  voluntarily  furrenders  himfelf  up  for  exe- 
cution. 

Among  fome  nations  the  wife  takes  revenge 
of  an  unfaithful  hufoand,  by  a fimilar  conduit 
on  her  own  part  ; and  the  hulhand,  in  the  fame 
circumftances,  has  recourfe  to  the  fame  means  of 
revenge.  Among  fome  the  hufband  puts  the 
wife  to  death,  if  he  catch  her  in  flagranti  deliffio. 
The  greateft  crime  among  the  Indians  is  to  touch 
a captive*  even  with  her  confent.  This  crime 

would 
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would  be  punifhed  with  inftant  death.  I know 
from  Colonel  Brant,  that  among  the  Six  Nations 
there  has  yet  been  no  inftance  of  fuch  an  offence. 
As  foon  as  the  captive  is  fet  at  liberty*  there  ex- 
ifts  no  farther  prohibition,  in  cafe  (he  confents. 
As  they  can  neither  read  nor  write,  and  yet  are 
defirous  of  tranfmittin&  the  memory  of  their 
aft  ions  to  pofterity,  efpecially  the  fortunate  ex- 
ploits of  their  tribes;  they  effedl  this  purpofe  by 
cutting  figures  in  the  bark  of  trees,  which,  to 
thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  this  fort  of  lan- 
guage, appear  to  have  no  form,  but  are  very  in- 
telligible  to  them  and  their  pofterity,  as  long  as 
they  are  fpared  by  alf  destroying  time.  It  is 
in  this  manner  they  record  their  exploits  in 
hunting  and  war,  the  number  of  the  fcalps  they 
have  torn  from  the  fkulls  of  their  enemies,  &c. 
The  wampum,  which  is  their  money,  is  alfo  their 
ornament,  and  their  pledge  for  the  performance 
of  every  contrab  and  oath.  They  are  more  or 
lefs  (killed  in  calling  up  accounts,  in  proportion 
to  the  extent  of  their  trade*  They  count  their 
months  and  days  by  the  moon  and  the  night, 
and  their  years  by  lummer  and  winter.  The 
poleftar,  with  which  they  are  acquainted,  guides 
them  in  their  noburnal  journies. 

The  cufloms  of  the  Indians,  with  refpefl  to 
marriage,  are  various.  In  fome  tribes  the  chil- 
Vol,  I.  Y dren 
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dren  are  given  in  marriage  by  their  parents ; in 
others  they  make  their  own  choice.  Among 
fome  polygamy  is  permitted  ; with  others  it  is 
not  in  ufe.  In  fome  tribes  the  infidelity  of  the 
wives  caufes  not  the  leaft  uneafmefs  to  the  huf- 
band  ; in  others  it  afflifts  them  to  fuch  a degree, 
that  they  frequently  poifon  themfelves  ; an  aft 
of  defpair,  which  is  alfo  fometimes  committed 
by  women  from  the  fame  motives.  Marriage, 
however,  is  in  general  with  them  but  a tranfitory 
union.  Divorces  are  very  frequent ; and  in  this 
cafe  the  children  remain  with  the  wife,  together 
with  all  the  other  property.  Converfation  fel- 
dom  or  never  takes  place  between  the  hufband 
and  wife  ; the  Indians  in  general  fpeak  little- 
The  wife,  when  fhe  returns  home  from  hard  la- 
bour, prepares ' food  for  her  hufband,  twice  or 
thrice  a day,  who  is  ever  fatisfied  with  what 
fhe  gives  him.  If  no  meal  be  prepared,  the 
hufband  goes  away  without  complaining,  and 
eats  with  one  of  his  neighbours. 

Their  ufual  difeafes  are  inflammatory  and 
putrid  fevers,  and  the  fmall-pox.  The  laft  never 
attacks  them,  but  when  they  are  near  the  habi- 
tations of  white  people,  to  the  care  of  whofe 
phyficians  they  commit  themfelves  with  a to- 
lerable fhare  of  confidence.  If  there  be  no  me* 
dical^perfons  in  the  neighbourhood,  they  place 
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equal  confidence  in  their  conjurors,  who  are 
often  women*  The  remedies,  which  the  conju- 
rors apply,  confift  generally  of  the  infpiflated 
juices  of  herbs.  They  alfo  often  caufe  the  pa- 
tient to  be  put  into  a kind  of  oven,  or  vapour- 
bath,  to  bring  on  a violent  perfpiration,  which 
is  the  mo  ft  common  cure.  Thefe  vapour-baths 
are  made  by  means  of  large  ftones,  heated  as 
much  as  poffible,  and  arranged  in  the  form  of  a 
circle,  in  the  centre  of  which  the  patient  is  placed. 
Over  this  fmall  inclofure  is  fpread  a very  low 
tent  cover,  made  of  wool,  the  red-hot  ftones 
are  wetted  with  water,  and  when  the  patient, 
by  means  of  this  fteam,  is  in  a ftrong  perfpira- 
tion, he  is  fuddenly  im  merged  into  the  coldeft 
brook.  This  remedy  is  repeated  feveral  times, 
and  proves  often  falutary  in  pleurifies  and  colds. 
But  never  is  any  remedy  applied  without  feme 
concomitant  myfterious  ceremony ; fuch  as 
blowing  upon  the  patient,  dancing,  howling,  or 
beating  the  drum.  Whenever  they  apply  a re- 
medy, or  praftife  their  art,  they  invoke  the  Great 
Spirit , to  whom,  they  fay,  they  are  called  in 
their  deep.  Pains  in  the  head,  and  in  the  mufcles 
of  the  neck,  are  very  common  among  the  wo- 
men. They  are  attributed  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  carry  their  burthens. 

The  bite  of  the  rattle-fnake  is  eafily  cured, 

Y 2 the 
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the  remedy  being  known  to  all  the  Indians,  and 
ufualiy  applied.  I have  already  mentioned,  that 
it  is  the  rattle- fnake  root  (poly gala  fenega,  Linn.) 
The  bruifed  leaves  are  applied  to  the  wound, 
and  the  juice,  extracted  from  the  root,  is  taken 
with  a little  butter  or  fat.  There  are,  however, 
feveral  other  remedies  againft  this  accident, 
which  no  Indian  regards.  The  flefh  of  the 
fnake  is  confidered  as  a delicacy  by  the  Indians, 
and  the  (lough,  which  the  fnake  cafts  off  twice 
a year,  beaten  into  powder,  is  ufed  as  a cleanfer 
of  the  blood. 

The  language  of  the  Indians,  in  their  confer- 
ences, is  always  figurative.  When,  for  inftance, 
they  wifh  to  defcribe  the  reftoration  of  peace  be- 
tween two  nations,  they  exprefs  themfelves  as 
follows : 64  We  are  making  a road  five  hundred 
miles  in  length  through  the  foreft  ; we  are  tear- 
ing  up  the  roots  and  branches  that  obftruit  the 
way  ; we  are  clearing  it  of  (tones,  rocks,  and 
trees  ; we  are  removing  the  hills  ; we  cover  it 
with  fand,  and  make  it  fo  perfeitly  light,  that 
all  the  nations  can  fee  each  other  without  the 
lead  obftruction.”  Although  they  conduit  them- 
feives  with  great  coolnefs,  in  all  their  dealings,' 
yet  they  often  grow  warm  in  the  delivery  of  their 
fpeeches,  and  then  fwell  declamation  into  mu- 
Heal  notes  : the  affembly  liftens  in  profound 

filence* 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C.  325 


(ilence*  The  members  of  the  council  fmoke 
their  pipes  all  the  while,  and  the  orator,  when 
he  has  done,  fits  down  with  them,  and  does  the 
fame.  Their  fpeeches  may  be  as  long  as  they 
pleafe  ; they  are  never  interrupted  ; fince  to  in- 
terrupt an  Indian  would  be  deemed  the  greateft 
offence.  In  their  deputations,  their  reception  of 
ambaffadors,  and  their  negociation  of  treaties, 
they  introduce  much  folemnity,  and  many  ce- 


remonies. 

When  one  nation  wages  war  again  ft  another, 
they  refolve  on  fo  doing  after  due  deliberation, 
but  never  declare  war  againft  their  enemy.  They 
come  upon  him  in  greater  or  fmaller  numbers, 
and  kill  and  deftroy  every  thing  within  their 
reach.  Whenever  they  meet  with  fingle  indi- 
viduals, who  belong  to  the  hoftile  nation,  they 
treat  them  in  the  fame  manner.  There  are, 
however,  places  of  inviolability,  where  their 
hoftilities  are  fufpended.  Such  is  a certain  fpot 
on  the  banks  of  the  river  Miffouri,  where  a fpe- 
cies  of  ftone  is  found,  of  which  they  ftand  in 
particular  need,  for  making  pipes.  Here  the 
bittereft  enemies  work  quietly  near  one  another, 
in  breaking  thefe  ftone$,  which  they  all  alike 
want.  There  are  more  fuch  places,  equally 
facred  ; and  no  inftance  has  ever  happened  of 
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thefe  places  having  become  a fcene  of  content 
tion. 

Peace  cannot  be  concluded  between  two  na^ 
tions,  but  through  the  intervention  of  a neutral 
tribe;  and  until  it  be  actually  concluded,  the  con- 
tending parties  continue  to  dellroy  each  other. 
As  foon  as  the  words  of  peace  are  proclaimed  by 
the  neutral  nation,  the  ambaffadors  of  the  tribes 
at  war  meet  and  agree  upon  the  ceffatlon  of 
hojlilities • No  other  Conditions  are  ever  made. 
The  propofals  are  reported  by  the  ambaffadors  to 
the  different  councils  of  their  refpeflive  nations. 
All  the  chieftains  now  affemble,  fmoke  the  ca- 
lumet of  peace,  prefent  each  other  with  belts  of 
wampum,  and  peace  is  definitively  concluded. 
They  do  not  give  up  the  prifoners  they  have 
made,  who  remain  where  they  are  in  a ffate  of 
jlavery. 

When  the  Indians  are  at  war  with  the  white 

i 

people,  in  which  generally  feveral  nations  join, 
the  negociations  for  peace  are  ufually  opened  by 
meffengers,  deputed  by  the  latter,  who  are  fre- 
quently murdered  by  the  former.  This  hap- 
pened in  the  laft  war  with  the  Americans.  Ge- 
neral Wayne,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1794, 
fent  three  officers,  attended  by  three  interpre- 
ters! to  different  nations,  which  had  taken  a po- 

fition 
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lit  ion  in  front  of  his  army  ; the  fix  perfons,  who 
carried  the  American  flag,  were  all  killed.  After 
the  battle,  which  took  place  in  Auguft  follow- 
ing, near  JLake  Erie,  and  in  which  the  Indi- 
ans were  defeated,  General  Wayne,  inftead  of 
putting  the  prifoners  to  the  fword,  ordered  them 
to  be  well  treated,  and  fent  feveral  of  them  back 
with  propositions  of  peace.  The  Indians  being 
difpirited  by  their  defeat,  as  well  as  by  the  faint- 
nefs  of  the  affiftance  afforded  them  by  the  Eng- 
lifh,  who  had  excited  them  to  the  war,  were 
glad  to  get  their  prifoners  back,  yielded  to  the 
general  wifh  as  well  as  neceffity  of  living  at 
peace,  and  confented  that  negociations  fhould 
be  opened.  Eleven  nations  had  been  at  war  with 
the  Americans  ; ambaflfadors  for- the  eleven  na- 
tions arrived  ; and  the  negociations  lafted  three 
months. 

As  foon  as  the  point  has  been  agreed  upon, 
that  negociations  for  peace  (hall  be  opened,  the 
Indians  confider  peace  as  a&ually  concluded,  and 
for  this  reafon  they  bring  the  calumet  of  peace 
into  the  fir  ft  affembly,  which  is  always  very  nu- 
merous ; it  is  preferred  by  one  of  the  chieftains, 
and  every  one  prefent  fmoaks  it.  To  wipe  the 
end  of  the  pipe  would  be  a great  affront  to  an 
Indian,  and  might  even  lead  to  the  rupture  of 
the  negociation.  The  fubfequent  affemblies  are 
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lefs  numerous.  They  are  compofed  of  about 
three  or  four  deputies  of  each  nation,  attended 
by  interpreters  ; for  all  the  nations  fpeak  differ- 
ent dialedts.  The  fpeeches  of  the  Indians  are 
very  long,  and,  at  times,  lafl  three  hours.  They 
are  liftened  to,  as  I have  already  obferved,  with 
the  utmoft  attention.  Their  remarks  and  an- 
fwers  are  often  extremely  pertinent  and  acute. 
The  orators  frequently  mark  down  with  wam- 
pum the  leading  points  of  their  fpeeches,  in  a 
manner  fcarcely  intelligible  to  any  one  but  them- 
felves.  By  a fimilar  arrangement  of  their  wam- 
pum, the  young  Indians,  who  affift  at  the  prin- 
cipal deliberation,  report  to  the  council  of  their 
nation  not  only  all  the  propofals  which  have 
been  made,  but,  in  general,  every  thing  that 
has  been  faid. 

The  negociations  being  brought  to  a clofe, 
the  articles  agreed  upon  are  written  on  a long 
piece  of  parchment,  comprifing  every  thing  that 
relates  to  every  different  nation  concerned  in  the 
peace.  Thefe  parchments  are  figned  by  all  the 
chieftains  of  the  nations,  who,  for  the  mod  part, 
ufe  as  their  fignature  a misfhapen  image  of  the 
animal,  which  forms  the  diftinftive  mark  of  the 
tribe.  One  of  thefe  parchments,  thus  figned, 
remains  in  the  hands  of  the  white  nation,  and 
the  other  is  delivered  to  one  of  the  Indian  na- 
tions 
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lions  concerned,  which  is  moft  numerous,  and 
from  which  the  reft  receive  copies  of  the  treaty 
in  wampum.  Every  thing  being  terminated, 
prefents  are  made,  and  the  calumet  is  fmoaked 
by  way  of  conclufion. 

General  Wayne,  from  whom  I learned  thefe 
particulars,  allows,  that  the  Indians  pofiefs  an 
excellent  difpofition,  with  much  found  under- 
ftanding  and  judgment.  In  the  battle,  which 
decided  the  iflue  of  the  war,  they  difplayed  the 
moft  obftinate  valour,  bordering  on  blood-thirfty 
ferocity.  They  even  executed  bold  and  tolera- 
bly fkllful  manoeuvres,  which,  though  they  had 
undoubtedly  been  contrived  and  indicated  to 
them  by  Engliffi  officers,  neverthelefs  did  them 
infinite  credit. 

The  Indians,  giving  a hofpitable  reception  to 
travellers,  make  them  fmoke  the  tomahawk,  as 
they  ratify  a peace  by  fmoking  the  calumet  with 
their  former  enemies.  They  generally  fmoke 
a very  pleafant  tobacco,  which  is  rendered  ftill 
milder  by  a mixture  of  the  bruifed  leaves  of 
fragrant  plants,  and  efpecially  of  fumach. 

Let  it,  however,  be  remembered,  that  thefe 
general  remarks  on  the  manners  of  the  Indians 
admit  of  many  modifications  in  regard  to  fingle 
tribes  and  individuals.  I have  collected  them 
here,  rather  with  a view  of  gratifying,  as  far  as 
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I am  able,  the  eager  curiofity  of  my  European 
friends,  than  with  an  intention  of  pr.efenting 
them  with  a complete  delineation  of  Indian  man- 
ners, fuch  as  could  fatisfy  myfelf.  Yet  I can  at 
leaf!;  offer  this  picture  as  faithful,  if  imperfect, 
though  it  be  not  drawn  from  my  own  imme? 
diate  obfervation. 

Buffalo  Town  is  about  four  miles  diftant  from 
Lake  Erie.  The  road,  which  leads  thither,  runs 
under  the  rnoft  beautiful  beech  trees  and  pines*, 
and  is  for  this  reafon  even  worfe,  than  that  by 
which  we  came  this  morning.  All  this  country 
is  full  of  ftagnant  waters,  and  large  flunking 
fwamps  and  moraffes ; and  yet  we  did  not  ob- 
ferve  any  agues  among  the  Indians,  who  feern 
lefs  liable  to  fuch  difeafes  than  white  people.. 

At  length  we  reached  Lake  Erie,  that  is  to 
fay,  a fmall  fettlement  of  four  or  five  houfes, 
Handing  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  the  lake. 
A fmall  creek  feparated  them  from  our  road. 
This  creek  is  fo  muddy,  that  nobody  ventures 
to  ford  it  on  horfeback.  The  faddles  are,  there- 
fore, taken  off:  the  horfemen  pals  the  creek, 
which  is  about  twenty  feet  in  breadth,  in  boats, 
and  make  the  horfes  fwim  acrofs,  though  thefe 
find  great  difficulty  in  gaining  the  oppofite  bank. 

We  met,  on  our  journey,  fome  troops  of  tra- 
velling Indians,  and  two  or  three  caravans  of 
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white  people  ; occurrences,  which  afford  great 
pleafure.  A fire,  not  yet  extinguifhed,  vefliges 
of  a camp  or  refting  place,  nay,  a broken  utenfil, 
which  has  ferved  for  the  ufe  of  a traveller,  ex- 
cites, in  thefe  wilderneffes,  the  mofc  pleafing 
fen  fat  ions.  The  idea,  “ I am  not  alone  in  this 
vajl  folitude cannot  but  be  flill  more  important 
to  him,  who  travels  by  himfelf  in  thefe  forefts, 
than  it  was  to  us.  And  yet  we  enjoyed  thefe 
emotions,  in  every  part  of  our  journey,  where 
the  habitations  lay  at  confiderable  diftances 
afunder.  The  fmalleft  portion  of  cleared  ground, 
or  a little  wood  cut  down,  is  beheld  with  the 
j utmoft  joy,  and  its  afpedl  infpires  the  beholder 
with  frefii  courage  to  proceed. 

We  had  hoped  to  find  Mr.  Guillemard  at  the 
1 inn,  but  learned  from  the  Indian,  who  had  con- 
duced him  hither,  that  he  had  arrived  here 
two  hours  ago,  and  had  already  proceeded  on- 
ward on  his  journey  ; he  found  it  too  tedious  to 
j wait  for  us ; and  befides,  nothing  could  be  had 
in  the  inn.  He  had  very  properly  croffed  over 
to  the  other  fide  ; we  intended  to  do  the  fame  ; 
but  it  was  too  late.  We  were,  therefore,  ne- 
cefiitated  to  content  ourfelves  with  a very  poor 
fupper,  and  to  lie  down  on  the  floor,  wrapped 
up  in  our  cloaks.  Not  the  leaft  furniture  was 
to  be  feen  in  the  houfe,  nor  was  there  any 

milk, 


332 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


milk,  rum,  or  candles.  With  confiderable  trou- 
ble we  got  fome  milk  from  the  neighbours  ; but 
they  were  not  equally  obliging,  in  regard  to 
rum  and  candles.  At  length  we  obtained  thefe 
articles  from  the  other  fide  of  the  river  ; our  ap- 
petite was  keen  ; we  fpent  a pleafant  evening,, 
and  flept  as  well  as  in  the  woods. 

At  Lake  Erie  (this  is  the  name  of  this  clufter 
of  houfes)  every  thing  is  much  dearer,  than  in 
any  other  place,  through  which  we  have  hither- 
to pafifed,  in  our  journey,  from  want  of  any  di- 
rect communication  with  other  countries,  to  fa- 
cilitate the  intercourfe  of  trade  and  commerce. 
There  is  fcarcely  one  houfe  in  this  little  hamlet, 
without  a perfon  indifpofed  with  the  ague.  We 
found  ourfelves  here  furrounded  by  Indians ; 
fome  of  them  had  caught,  with  harpoons,  feve- 
ral  large  fturgeons  on  the  border  of  the  lake, 
which  they  offered  us  for  two  {hillings  a piece. 
The  banks  are  crowded,  nay  rendered  noifome 
with  places  where  the  Indians  dry  the  fiih,  which 
they  catch  in  great  numbers  in  Lake  Erie. 

From  the  fmallnefs  of  the  lakes  we  had  feen 
in  Geneffee,  we  were  much  difpofed  to  admire 
this  lake.  We  were  charmed  with  its  vaft  ex- 
tent. Were  it  not  for  the  oppofite  bank,  its 
afpeft  would  referable  that  of  the  fea  ; as  no 
other  land  was  to  be  feen,  and  the  profpedl  of 
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water  was  boundlefs.  The  banks  of  the  lake 
are  rather  flat,  and  uninhabited  throughout  this 
whole  extent.  Father  Charlevoix  obferves 
in  his  travels,  that  Lake  Erie  received  its  name 
from  a tribe  of  Hurons,  who  inhabited  its  banks, 
but  were  exterminated  by  the  Iroquois,  and  the 
word  eric  in  their  language  fignifies  a cat,  The 

O O O 

immenfe  number  of  wild  cats,  which  are  found 
on  the  banks  of  this  lake,  and  the  (kins  of  which 
are  much  valued,  have  probably  given  rife  to  the 
name. 

At  break  of  day  Mr.  de  Blacons  and  myfelf 
proceeded  to  the  place,  where  we  were  to  crofs 
the  river,  three  miles  diftant  from  the  inn.  Du- 
petit  thou  ars  had  hired  a boat  to  fail  down  the 
river,  which  iflfues  from  Lake  Erie,  is  about  three 
quarters  of  a mile  in  breadth,  and  is  called  the 
Niagara.  We  here  embarked,  and  confequently 
left  the  territory  of  the  United  States. 

MINERALOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS. 

I (hall  here  fubjoin  a few  remarks  on  the  mi- 
neralogy of  the  country,  vsdiich  we  have  traverf- 
ed.  I owe  them  to'Mr.  Guillemard,  who  on 
this  fubje£l  poffeffes  more  ample  and  correct  in- 
formation, than  I can  boaft. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia  the  rocks  are 
all  compofed  of  granite  or  gneifs.  The  mod 
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common  is  a granite  interfperfed  with  mica* 
and  you  frequently  meet  with  large  ftrata  of 
mica  or  talc.  The  ftrata  of  thefe  rocks  incline 
towards  the  horizon,  forming  an  angle  of  about 
fortyffive  degrees.  The  layer  of  earth,  fpread 
over  them,  is  generally  a fort  of  fand  of  the 
fame  quality  as  the  rock.  Under  this  bed  of 
fand,  a hard  fort  of  clay  is  frequently  miet  with. 

This  large  mafs  of  granite  is  interfered  by 
veins  of  hornftone,  calcareous  fpars,  and  other 
lime-ftones,  with  very  good  marble.  On  the 
banks  of  the  Schuylkill,  and  efpeciaily  near  Nor- 
riftown,  a vein  of  fine  marble  (hoots  out  of  the 
furface ; it  is  conns  died  with  the  rock  of  gra- 
nite, which,  towards  the  north-weft,  borders 
upon  the  river. 

The  direction  of  all  thefe  veins  generally 
forms  a right  angle  with  that  of  the  ftratum  of 
granite,  and  they  ufually  drop  in  a line  perpen- 
dicular to  the  horizon. 

In  the  whole  neighbourhood,  no  petrifactions 
are  found  of  marine  animals  and  plants,  or  of 
any  thing  fimilar ; but  in  holes,  dug  in  the 
ground,  as  well  as  in  brooks,  a ftone  is  fre- 
quently met  with  of  a loofe  and  granulated  tex- 
ture, which  is  eafily  pulverifed,  and  bears  a clofe 
affinity  to  flu  or. 
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Further  northwards,  the  foil,  which  before 
was  much  covered  with  mica,  begins  to  be  lefs 
fo,  and  the  rocks  contain  lefs  granite.  Near  the 
creek  Perkioming,  a reddifh  argillaceous  flate 
is  found,  with  which  the  country  in  general 
abounds,  till  you  come  within  nine  miles  of 
Reading.  Plere  begin  ftrata  of  a ftone  of  a light 
grey,  and  fometimes  of  a blueifh  colour,  which 
breaks  into  large  fquare  pieces,  and  feems  to  be 
a fpecies  of  fiuor. 

On  the  road  to  Reading,  at  a fmall  diftance 
from  that  place,  are  found  large  maffes  of  a kind 
of  pudding-ftone,  confifting  of  fragments  of 
gneifs  and  (late,  imbedded  in  a dark  grey  ba- 
faltes. 

Near  this  fpot  is  found  calcareous  fpar,  but 
in  fmall  quantities ; and  in  the  vicinity  of  Read- 
ing is  much  lime-ftone. 

We  were  told,  that  pudding-ftone,  in  this 
country,  is  never  found  in  ftrata, ; it  is  commonly 
of  a dark  red  colour,  which  is  rather  dull. 

The  country  about  Lancafter,  alfo,  abounds 
in  lime-ftone,  but  without  any  impreffion  of 
marine  animals.  The  adjacent  ftrata  confift  of 
a greyilh  date,  and  fink  deep  into  the  ground. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah  a ftratum 
of  fandy  loam  covers  the  perpendicular  vsins  of 
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gneifs  and  flate,  which,  at  times,  form  con  fide  r- 
able  mafles. 

Near  Middle  Town  the  rocks  are  of  a red- 
difh  colour,  and  contain  much  clay.  On  pair- 
ing the  Peters’  Mountains*  you  meet  with  much 
granite;  yet  flate  predominates^  The  rocks, 
which  form  the  bafes  of  the  mountains,  or  the 
fteep  banks  of  the  river,  on  the  road  from  North- 
umberland to  Afylum,  exhibit  but  little  variety 
in  a mineralogies!  point  of  view*  In  fome  places, 
the  flate  breaks  readily  into  fmall  plates,  which 
are  made  ufe  of  to  cover  the  roofs  of  houfes. 
No  granite  appears  any  more  ; and  both  in  brooks 
and  rivers  free- ftone  is  found,  with  impreflions 
of  fea  animals  and  plants.  Quarz  difappears  by 
degrees.  The  foil  confifts  of  fand,  except  in 
plains,  meadows,  and  low  grounds,  which  are 
covered  with  either  rotten  plants  or  vegetable 
earth.  The  ground,  in  general,  is  fo  much  co- 
vered with  earth,  that  a traveller,  who  has  no 
time  to  explore  rocks  and  ftone-quarries,  will 
hardly  be  able  to  form  a complete  and  difcrimi^ 
native  idea  of  the  minerals  of  this  country. 

Near  Loyalfock  ftones  are  to  be  found,  which 
have  the  appearance  of  bafaltes.  Some  contain 
mica,  but  in  a very  fmall  proportion.  Above 
Afylum  the  rocks  are  of  an  argillaceous  compo- 
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fit  ion.  The  foil  in  the  neighbourhood  is,  for 
the  mod  part,  rich  and  fertile.  The  ftrata  in- 
cline with  a left  acute  angle,  and  frequently 
run  parallel  to  the  horizon.  The  ftone,  when 
broken,  appears  of  a teftaceous  texture,  and  its 
grain  refembles  metallic  particles*  not  yet  per- 
fectly formed.  Free-ftone  is  frequent,  and  fo  is 
bafalt.  Broad  level  plains,  expofed  to  inunda- 
tion, form  the  greater  part  of  the  territory, 
which  extends  towards  the  diftrifit  of  Geneffee. 
At  Painted  Poft,  the  water  rofe,  in  December, 
1797,  nineteen  feet  above  the  common  level -for 
the  fummer  months.  The  depth  of  the  layers 
of  earth,  and  the  fwamps,  greatly  obftruCt  mi- 
neralogical  refearches. 

The  firft  ftrata,  in  which  I found  marine  bodies 
in  their  nati  ve  beds,  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  fmall 
lakes,  between  Lake  Seneca  and  Crooked  Lake. 
Near  Friendfmili  and  Friendflanding,  oyfter- 
ftiells,  with  remains  of  other  teftaceous  animals, 
j are  found  in  a foft  argillaceous  ftone.  Farther 
weft  the  argillaceous  ftones  difappear,  and  are 
fucceeded  by  calcareous.  The  country  grows 
more  and  more  flat ; but  wherever  the  nature  of 
the  ground,  or  moraffes,  did  not  prevent  us  from 
, examining  into  the  nature  and  form  of  the  ftrata, 
they  ran  nearly  parallel  to  the  horizon.  They 
Vol.  I,  Z are, 
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sre,  for  the  moft  part,  of  a calcareous  compofi- 
tion,  and  contain  numerous  remains  and  im- 
preffions  of  lea  animals.  Of  this  defcription  are 
moft  of  the  ftones  in  Big  Plain,  ©n  the  Buffalo 
Greek,  on-  the  banks  of  Lake  Erie,  at  leaft  at  its 
extremity,  the  only  part  which  we  traverfed, 
and  on  the  font  hern  bank  of  the  river**  as  far  as 
Niagara. 

As  to  the  fpecies  of  trees,  that  compofe  the 
woods,  through  which  we  have  paffed  lince  our 
departure  from  Philadelphia,  they  are  without 
number.  I poiTefs  too  little  information  on  this 
fubjeft  to  diferiminate  and  enumerate  them  all. 
Thofe  which  I diftingurfhed  were  the  red,  or 
fcarlet  flowering,  the  afti- leaved,  the  mountain, 
and  the  fugar  maple,  the  black,  and  the  poplar- 
leaved birch,  the  curled  maple,  which,  how- 
ever, in  Pennfylvania  and  Oeneffee,  is  but  a 
middle  iized*  fhrub,  the  button  tree,  the  per- 
fimon  tree*  the  fmalhleaved  chefnut  tree,  an 
afh  with  deeply  indented  leaves,  the  white  nut 
tree,  the  hickory,  the  bermudian  cedar,  the  ben- 
jamin tree*  the  magnolia  with  indented  leaves, 
the  white  fpr uce  and  hemlock  fir,  the  white  and 
black  oak,  the  white  and  black  afh,  the  black 
and  filver  poplar,  the  plum  tree,  the  cherry  tree, 
the  tulip  tree-,  the  common  fumach  and  the  vine- 
gar 
or1 
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gar  plant,  befide  an  immenfe  number  of  fhrubs* 
For  the  mod  part  with  beautiful,  yet  fcentlefs 
flowers,  and  a vaft  variety  df  fylvati  plants. 

The  Hiftory  o/Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia , who9- 
in  1 7QO,  was  taken  Pnfoner  by  the  Indians  * 
written  on  board  the  Pigeon,  in  October,  1 VQ4* 

'The  following  narrative  contains  the  hiftory 
of  Mr.  Johnfon,  an  American  gentleman,  a native 
df  Virginia,  and  of  his  releafe  in  the  year  1790* 
Although  this  hiftory  does  not  abound  with 
remarkable  events,  and  fome  of  them  are  rather 
unimportant,  yet  it  appears  to  me  interefting* 
inafmuch  as  it  enlarges  our  knowledge  of  In- 
dian manners  from  facfts*  which  Mr.  Johnfon, 
a gentleman  of  veracity,  of  an  unafluming  dif« 
portion,  and  of  a calm,  temperate  imagination, 
related  to  me  himfelf,  and  which  I wrote  down* 
in  a manner,  from  his  mouth. 

Mr.  johnfon*  inhabitant  and  merchant  of 
Richmond,  in  Virginia,  found  himfelf  under  thd 
iieceffity  of  proceeding  to  Kentucky  ; there  to 
receive  certain  fums  of  money*  due  to  his  father* 
who  was  recently  dead  ; and  to  examine  fome 
witneftes  before  the ‘fupretHe  court  of  the  ftate 
of  Virginia;  Haying  made  the  fame  tour  the 
preceding  year,  he  fet  out  ^accordingly  from 
Richmond,  in  the  beginning  of  the  month  of 
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March,  1 790,  and  proceeded  with  his  friend* 
Mr.  May,  a great  land-holder  in  Kentucky,  and 
an  inhabitant  of  Peterfhurg,  to  Kecklar’s  Station, 
in  Virginia,  on  the  banks  of  the  Great  Kanha- 
way. They  found  there  James  Skuyl,  a mer- 
chant, of  Great  Brayer-court-houfe,  in  Virginia, 
who  was  carrying  a large  quantity  of  merchan- 
dize to  Kentucky.  They  jointly  purchafed  one 
of  the  veffels,  which,  as  they  are  intended  merely 
to  defcend  the  Ohio,  and  are  not  built  to  re- 
mount it,  have  no  more  durability  than  is  re- 
quired for  that  purpofe,  and  are,  confequently, 
fold  at  a cheap  rate.  They  are  large  flat  bot- 
tomed veffels,  without  any  deck  ; and  are  fold- 
in  Limeftone  for  the  value  of  their  timber. 
That  bought  by  Mr.  Johnfon  and  his  fellow 
% travellers  coft  thirty  dollars. 

I ftate  thefe  particulars,  though  they  may 
appear  trifling,  as  they  will  not,  perhaps,  be 
found  altogether  unufeful ; the  emigration  to 
Kentucky  being  at  this  time  extremely  frequent, 
and  the  way  of  proceeding  thither  by  water  be- 
ing the  mod:  expeditious,  the  lead:  expenfive, 
and  the  moft  generally  chofen  of  any. 

Having  embarked  on  board  this  veffel,  with 
their  merchandize  and  ftores,  they  defcended  the 
river,  working  the  veffel  themfelves.  During 
the  whole  paffage  of  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
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five  miles  thence  to  Limeftone,  nothing  is  re- 
quired but  to  keep  the  veffel  in  the  middle  of 
the  ftream,  which  is  fufficiently  rapid  to  carry 
her  down,  without  the  lea  ft  affiftance  from  row- 
ing. At  the  confluence  of  the  Kanhaway  with 
the  Ohio,  at  Point  Pleafant,  they  found  three 
other  travellers,  who  were  waiting  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  proceed  on  the  fame  journey ; namely, 
William  Phlyn,  of  Point  Pleafant,  a petty 
tradefman,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  travelling  to 
Kentucky  ; and  Dolly  and  Peggy  Fleming, 
like  wife  of  Point  Pleafant,  who  intended  to  pro- 
ceed to  Kentucky,  under  the  proteftion  of 
Phlyn,  a relation  of  their’s,  and  to  fettle  in  that 
place.  They  were  all  of  them  fully  aware,  that 
the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  is  not  exempt  from 
danger ; but  they  alfo  knew,  that  inftances  of 
the  Indians  attacking  a veffel  in  the  midft  of  the 
ftream  are  very  rare,  and  that  an  attack  on  a 
veffel,  with  fix  per  foils  on  board,  was  altogether 
unprecedented.  They,  therefore,  made  them- 
lelves  perfectly  eafy.  Having  left  Point  Plea- 
fant  on  Friday,  the  20th  of  March,  early  in  the 
morning,  they  proceeded,  during  a paffage  of 
twenty-two  hours,  with  all  the  care,  which  the 
weather,  when  favourable,  admits  of  in  thefe 
I forts  of  veffels.  They  had  failed  one  hundred 
and  fix  miles  ; it  was  five  #clock  in  the  morn- 
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ing;  they  were  near  the  confluence  of  the 
Sciota,  and  had  a fair  profpeft  of  reaching  Lime- 
ftone  the  next  morning,  by  day-break.  Faffing 
on  with  this  expeftation,  they  heard  dreadful 
fhrieks,  proceeding  from  two  men,  who  fpoke 
Engliffi,  and  tolfl  them,  in  the  moft  affecting 
tone  of  grief,  that  they  had  been  taken  pri- 
foners  by  the  Indians,  and  had  made  their  efcape, 
but  feared  to  fall  again  into  their  hands.  They 
had  not  eaten  any  thing  for  thefe  four  days  paffi, 
and  entreated,  if  they  could  not  be  taken  on  board, 
to  be  at  leaft  fupplied  with  fome  proyifion,  and 
thus  faved  from  the  unavoidable  danger  of  perilh- 
ing  through  hunger.  The  flrft  and  immediate 
fentiment  of  all  the  paffetigers  impelled  them  to 
fuccour  thefe  unfortunate  perfons.  But  a little 
confideration  excited  ftrong  apprehenfipns  in  fome 
of  them,  left  the  afliftancp,  which  they  might 
afford  thefe  perfons,  fhould  throw  themfelves  into 
the  hands  of  the  Indians.  Mr.  Johnfon,  as  well 
as  Mr.  May,  entertained  this  fear,  which,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  combated  as  groundlefs  by  the 
ether  two  men ; and  the  two  women,  yielding  to 
Gompaffion  (a  feeling  more  prevalent  in  their  fex 
than  orifs)  declared  it  an  aft  of  barbarous  cruelty, 
011  the  part  of  the  above  two  gentlemen,  to  op- 
pofe  the  faying  the  lives  of  the  above  two  per- 
fons, in  danger  of  iuftant  death.  Johnfon  and 
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May,  though  {till  impreffed  with  the  fame  ap- 
prehenfions,  felt  extremely  uneafy,  when  they 
oonfidered,  that  in  confequence  of  their  prudence, 
the  unfortunate  men  might,  perhaps,  perifh. 
They  would  not  appear  left  humane  than  the 
reft,  who  fhared  the  fame  danger,  and  accord- 
ingly defended  their  opinion  with  lefs  firmneft, 
than  when  they  firft  propofed  it.  The  two  un- 
fortunate men  followed  the  veffel  along  the  fhore, 
as  fhe  was  carried  onwards  by  the  current.  Their 
mournful  lamentations,  their  fereams,  and  ex- 
preffions  of  agonizing  anguifh  and  defpair  ftill 
increafmg,  William  Phlyn,  who  derived  fome 
kind  of  authority  from  his  being  acenftomed  to 
this  paffage,  and  in  the  habit  of  frequenting  Ken- 
tucky, propofed  that  he  ‘would  go  alone,  and  carry 
bread  to  the  unfortunate  fufferers,  if  his  compa- 
nions would  land  him  on  fhore.  He  contended, 
that  he  fliould  difeern  the  Indians  from  afar,  if 
they  made  their  appearance  ; that,  in  this  cafe, 
the  veffel  might  eafrly  regain  the  middle  of  the 
ftrearn ; and  that  he  would  make  the  journey 
to  Limeftone  on  foot,  without  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  Indians,  It  would  have  been  ex> 
tremely  hard  to  oppoft  this  propofal,  which  was 
feconded  by  the  two  women,  and  by  James  SkuyL 
Mr.  Johnfon  and  Mr.  May,  therefore,  yielded, 
rather  out  of  weaknefs,  than  from  any  hearty 
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approbation  of  the  meafure.  They  fleered  to- 
wards the  fhore,  where  the  two  Offerers  were 
dragging  themfelves  along,  as  if  tormented  by 
the  moft  excruciating  pains.  Why  is  it,  that 
humanity  and  candour  mufl  fo  frequently  fall 
victims  to  artifice  and  fraud  ? The,sapprehenfion 
pf  the  two  gentlemen  were  but  too  well  founded. 
The  two  men  were  two  traitors,  fuborned  by  the 
Indians  to  decoy  the  veffel  to  the  fhore.  The  In- 
dians  followed  them,  at  fome  diftanee,  conftantly 
concealing  themfelves  behind  trees.  The 
ment  the  veffel  reached  the  fhore,  they  burft 
forth,  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  in  number, 
raifed  a dreadful  howl,  and  fired  on  the  paffeiw 
gers.  Two  of  them  were  killed  by  the  firft  firing, 
and  the  reft,  in  equal  aftonifhment  and  terror, 
endeavoured  to  regain  the  middle  of  the  ftream. 
But  being  too  near  the  fhore,  and  their  aftivity 
and  dexterity  being  feverply  checked  by  the  prox^ 
mity  of  the  impending  danger,  they  made  but 
little  way.  The  two  perfons  killed  were  Mr. 
May  and  Dolly  Fleming.  The  Indians  couth 
nued  to  fire.  James  Skuyl  was  wounded,  and 
two  horfes,  which  were  on  board,  were  killed. 
All  this  increafed  the  terror  of  the  three  travel- 
lers, who  were  yet  able  to  work,  and  impaired 
their  exertions.  The  fury  of  the  Indians  increafed 
in  proportion  to  their  hope  of  fuccefs.  Some 
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threw  themfelves  into  the  river,  and  fwam  to- 
wards the  fliip  ; thofe  who  remained  on  fhore 
threatened  to  fire  on  the  paffengers,  if  they 
fhould  make  the  leaft  refiftance,  and  kept  their 
pieces  conftantly  levelled  againft  them.  The 
fwimmers  brought  the  Hiip  accordingly  on  fhore ; 
and  the  unfortunate  Americans  were  obliged  to 
land  under  the  continued  howl  of  the  Indians, 
which,  however,  were  no  longer  the  accents  of 
rage,  but  fhouts  of  joy,  on  account  of  the  feizure 
of  their  prey.  The  Indians  offered  them  their 
hands,  which  they  fhook  with  more  or  lefs  fatis* 
faction,  in  proportion  to  the  greater  or  lefs  de- 
gree of  fear  they  felt,  which  we  may  eafily  con- 
ceive not  to  have  been  fmall.  This  reception, 
however,  in  fome  meafure  allayed  their  appre- 
hend on.  While  fome  of  the  Indians  were  thus 

faluting  the  prifoners,  and  led  them  away  from 
the  fhore,  the  reft  were  bufied  in  landing:  all  the 
merchandize  and  ftores.  Some  cut  wood,  and 
made  a fire.  Thefe  arrangements  wTere  foon 
made.  The  articles  found  in  the  fhip  wTere  car- 
ried to  the  fire,  as  well  as  the  two  unfortunate 
perfons  who  hgd  been  fihot.  The  latter  were 
completely  ftripped  of  their  clothes,  fcalped  on 
the  fpot,  and  their  corpfes  thrown  into  the  river. 
Mr.  May  was  an  intimate  friend  of  Mr.  John- 
fon ; and  the  latter  is  yet  at  a lofs  for  adequate 

terms 
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terms  to  exprefs  the  horror  he  felt  at  this  dreadful 
fight,  which  for  fome  time  overpowered  all -his 
apprehenfion  concerning  his  own  fafety.  The 
fcalps  were  dried  by  the  fire,  to  increafe  the  tro- 
phies of  the  tribe. 

While  the  male  prifoners  were  ftripped  of 
what  articles  they  had  about  them,  with  more  or 
lefs  rigour,  according  to  the  whims  of  thofe  who 
took  this  talk  upon  them,  or  happened  to  be  the 
neareft,  the  clothes  of  Peggy  Fleming  were  not 
touched.  Mr.  Johnfon’s  coat  and  waiftcpat  were 
already  pulled  off,  and  half  his  fhirt,  when  an  In- 
dian, who  hitherto  had  not  concerned  himfelf 
with  his  drefs,  returned  it  to  him,  and  fpoke  to 
him  who  was  pulling  off  the  fhirt,  in  a tone  not; 
only  implying  cenftire,  but  alfo  a right  to  offer 
it.  The  fame  Indian  gave  him  a blanket,  by 
way  of  indemnification  for  the  lofs  of  his  coat 
and  waiftcoat.  His  Ihoes  were  taken  from  him, 
and  inftead  of  them  they  gave  hini  mocklpons , or 
Indian  Ihoes,  made  of  deer-ikins.  His  breeches 
and  ftockings  were  yet  left  him  ; all  the  clothes 
were  added  to  the  reft  of  the  booty.  The  In- 
dians were  now  near  feventy  in  number,  among 
whom  were  cibout  a dozen  women.  Their  lea- 
der aftembled  them  around  the  fire,  and,  hold- 
ing the  tomahawk  in  his  hand,  addreffed  them 
in  a fpeech,  which  lafted  about  an  hour,  and 

which 
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yvdnch  he  delivered  with  great  eafe  and  fluency 
pf  exprefflon,  with  geftures;  and  in  a tone  of  en- 
thufialm,  looking  frequently  up  to  heaven,  or 
palling  down  his  eyes  on  the  ground,  and  point- 
ing nowT  to  the  prifoners,  now  to  the  river.  Almoft 
at  every  phrafe  the  Indians,  who  liftened  to  him 
with  the  utmofc  attention,  expfefled  their  ap- 
probation and  applaufe  'with  accents  of  deep, 
mournful  exclamation.  The  booty  was  divided 
among  the  different  tribes,  which  fhared  in  this 
enterprise.  The  tribe  of  the  Shawanefe,  being 
the  mod  numerous,  and  that  to  w7hich  the  leader 
belonged;  received  three  prifoners ; and  William 
Phlyh  fell  to  the  ihare  of  the  other  tribe,  the 
Cherokees.  Every  prifoner  was  given  to  the 
charge  of  an  Indian,  who  was  anfwerable  for  his 
perfon.  Although  thus  diftributed,  the  prifoners 
remained  together,  and  negledled  not  to  improve 
the  liberty  allowed  them,  converfmg  with  each 
other  without  conilrainto 

The  two  men,  who  by  their  lamentations  had 
decoyed  them  on  fliore,  now  rejoined  the  Indians. 
Their  wretched  victims  poured  forth  againffc 
them  fevere  reproaches,  though  they  wrere  fome- 
what  foftened  by  the  fear  of  being  overheard  by 
the  Indians.  They  pleaded  neceility,  and  that 
they  had  been  ordered  on  pain  of  death,  to  adl 
as  they  did.  By  their  accounts,  they  w7ere  inha- 
bitants 
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bitants  of  Kentucky,  furprized  by  the  Indians, 
fix  months  before,  in  their  own  habitations  ; and 
had  already,  -feveral  times,  been  employed  in 
fimilar  treachery.  The  ftores  found  on  board  the 
vefiei  ferved  the  Indians  for  their  meals,  in  which 
they  gen crou fiy  allowed  the  prifoners  to  partake. 
Night  coming  on,  every  one  lay  down  to  reft  un- 
der the  trees.  The  prifoners  were  furrounded  by 
the  tribes  to  which  they  refpeftively  belonged, 
and  fingly  guarded  by  the  Indian,  who  had  the 
charge  of  them.  Peggy  Fleming,  who  was  never 
left  by  her  guards,  was,  this  night  in  particular, 
furrounded  by  women.  Mr.  Johnfon  was  tied 
by  the  elbows ; and  the  ends  of  the  ropes  were 
fattened  to  trees,  which  flood  far  afunder,  fo  that 
it  was  altogether  impoffible  for  him  to  lie  down. 
Yet  this  was  not  deemed  fufficient.  Another 
rope,  fattened  to  a tree,  was  tied  around  his  neck, 
and  from  it  a rattle  was  fiifpended,  which,  if  he 
had  made  the  leaft  motion,  would  have  awakened 
the  whole  troop.  The  reft  were  treated  nearly  in 
the  fame  manner.  The  two  white  fpies  enjoyed 
the  mo  ft  perfect  liberty.  Some  Indians  wrere 
ftationed,  at  certain  diftances,  around  the  party, 
to  obferve  what  was  palling  in  the  furrounding 
country. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  prifoners.  were  un- 
bound, and  flittered  to  enjoy  the  fame  liberty  as^ 

on 
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on  the  preceding  day.  About  ten  o’clock  the 
Indians,  who  were  polled  along  the  banks  of  the 
Ohio,  reported,  that  a veffel  was  dropping  down 
.the  river.  The  prifoncrs  were  ordered  to  join 
the  other  two,  who  ycfterday  beguiled  their  prey, 
and  to  exert  their  utmoft  efforts  to  decoy  the  paf- 
engers  in  the  lliip  on  fliore.  It  is  eafy  to  con- 
ceive, that  the  horror  which  they  felt,  on  receiv- 
ing thefe  orders,  was  ftrongly  combated  by  the 
fear  of  inftant  death,  with  which  they  were 
threatened,  in  cafe  of  difobcdience  and  refufaL 
They  were,  therefore,  under  the  neceffity  of 
joining  the  other  two  white  men.  Mr.  John- 
fan,  however,  though  compelled,  for  the  pre- 
fer vation  of  his  own  life,  to  pretend  t<^  do  like 
the  others,  firmly  determined  not  to  make  him- 
felf  guilty  of  occafioning  the  flavery,  or  probable 
death  of  the  unfortunate  pafiengers  on  board, 
by  any  voluntary  adlion  on  his  part ; and,  eon- 
fequently,  neither  to  make  the  fmallelt  gefture, 
nor  to  fpeak  a word.  And  well  might  he  fpare 
himfelf  this  trouble.  His  companions  exerted 
themfelves  to  the  utmoft,  to  excite  the  cornpaf- 
lion  of  the  paffengers  on  board,  who,  without  the 
leaft  hefitation,  flood  in  towards  the  fliore,  to 
fuccour  and  refeue  from  flavery,  thofe  whom 
they  thought  unfortunate  captives.  Scarcely  had 
they  approached  within  a fmall  diftance  of  the 

Ihore, 
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fhore,  when  the  Indians,  who,  as  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  had  ftolen  along  behind  the  bullies,* 
haftened  up,  fired,  and  fllot  the  fix  peffons  on 
board.  Shouts  of  victory  fucceeded  to  the  howls 
of  barbarous  rage.  The  veffel  was  hauled  oh 
Ihore  ; and  twTo  of  the  ill-fated  paflengers>  who 
were  not  yet  dead,  were  immediately  difpatched 
with  the  tomahawk*  The  fix  fealps  were  torri 
off  and  dried,  and  the  booty  Was  ditided,  but 
with  fewer  formalities  than  on  the  preceding  day. 
Soon  after  the  fcouts  made  fignals,  that  three 
other  veffels  were  in  fight*  The  fame  ftratagem 
was  employed,  but,  for  this  time,  in  vain.  The 
families  on  board,  which  were  proceeding  to 
Kentucky,  did  not  appear  to  make  any  attempt 
to  deviate  from  their  courfe,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, purfued  it  with  redoubled  activity.  The 
Indians  fired  at  the  veffels,  but,  from  the  breadth 
of  the  Ohio,  wThich,  in  this  place,  is  almoft  a 
mile,  the  balls  took  no  effedl.  Yet  the  paffengers 
were  panic-ftruck.  Of  the  three  veffels,  which 
they  occupied  with  their  cattle,  they  deferted 
two,  and  joined  all  in  one  ; believing,  that  they 
might  thus  proceed  fafter,  and  more  certainly 
make  their  efcape.  The  other  two  veffels  they 
abandoned  to  the  ftream.  This  meafure  infpired 
the  Indians  with  a hope  of  feizing  them,  which 
they  would  never  have  attempted,  if  the  paffen- 
gers. 
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gers,  without  leaving  thefe  two  veffels,  had  fled- 
faftly  purfued  their  courfe.  The  Indians,  who, 
in  all  their  enterprizes,  are  rather  animated  by  a 
|,  thirft  for  plunder  than  by  real  courage,  never 
I;  venture  upon  an  attack,  without  being  con- 
vinced, that  they  are  Superior  in  Strength  ; a con- 
viction, which  they  do  not  readily  admit.  In- 
spirited by  their  number,  by  the  obvious  panic  of 
their  enemies,  and  by  the  Separation  of  their 
means  of  defence,  they  refolved  on  purfuing 
! them.  Having  on  the  preceding  day  captured 
two  veffels,  they  went  on  board,  embarked  their 
prifoners,  and,  with  all  poffible  Speed,  purfued  the 
fleeing  Ship.  The  two  veffels,  which  had  been 
abandoned  to  the  Stream,  foon  fell  into  their 
hands  ; but,  not  Satisfied  with  their  capture,  they 
were  bent  upon  taking  the  third,  which  they 
purfued  with  redoubled  exertion,  railing  dreadful 
howls,  and  discharging  all  their  pieces ; but  their 
fire  proved  as  ineffectual  as  their  other  exertions. 
The  fugitive  veffel  having  gained  considerably 
the  ftart  of  them,  approached  a fpot,  where  the 
Indians  feared  to  encounter  new  enemies.  They 
were,  accordingly,  obliged  to  relinquish  their  de- 
fign,  and  to  content  themfelves  with  the  rich 
booty,  which  had  already  fallen  into  their  hands. 
It  confifted  of  effeCts,  Stores,  and  other  valuable 
i articles,  belonging  to  the  four  families,  which 

had 
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had  jointly  emigrated  from  Virginia,  to  fettle  in  j 
Kentucky.  They  brought  every  thing  on  fhore  ; 
and,  without  diftributing  the  whole,  fell  eagerly 
onfome  calks  of  whifky.  They  drank  fo  largely,' 
that  all  of  them  were  foon  intoxicated.  Six  or 
feven,  to  whom  was  committed  the  charge  of 
guarding  the  booty,  and  who  had  been  ordered,' 
at  the  beginning  of  thefe  Bacchanalian  revels,  to 
drink  with  moderation,  retained  alone  the  ufe  of 
their  fenfes.  All  the  reft  lay  buried  in  a pro- 
found fleep  ; and,  among  them,  the  leader  of  the 
party,  and  the  guards  of  the  prifoners.  Wil- 
liam Phlyn  himfelf  had  drunk  fo  much  whifky,' 
as  to  be  in  the  fame  fituation  with  his  mailers. 
Mr.  Johnfon’s  mind  was  too  deeply  affedled  by 
his  dreadful  fituation,  to  fhare  in  this  difguftmg 
banquet.  Totally  abforbed  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  dangers  and  miferies  that  awaited  him, 
and  eagerly  defiro^s  of  warding  them  off,  if  pof- 
fible,  he  conceived,  that  the  profound  fleep  of  all 
the  Indians  around  him  might  afford  the  means 
of  efcape,  and  communicated  his  idea  to  James 
Schuyl,  who  was  lying  by  his  fide.  The  veflels 
were  faftened  to  flakes  along  the  fhore,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  them ; the  fuccefs  of  their 
enterprize  depended  merely  on  their  ftealing 
thither  unobferved,  throwing  themfelves  into  the 
firft  veffel  they  fhould  find,  the  night  being  very 
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dark,  and  abandon  her  to  the  ftream.  Succefs 
appeared  as;  certain.,  if  they  could  reach  the  vef- 
fels,  as  inft ant  -death,  on  the  other  hand,  if  they 
were  apprehended.  James-  Skuyl  the  more  rea- 
dily embraced  this  project,  as,  but  half  an  hour 
before,  he  efcaped  death  in  a manner  little  Ihort 
of  a miracle.  An  Indian  ran  up  to  him,  in  the 
firft  fit  of  drunken  madnefs,  with  the  dreadful 
knife  in  his  hand,  to  fcalp  him,  and  would  cer- 
tainl^have  accomplifhed  his  purpofe,  but  for  the 
interfSse&ce  of  two  other  Indians,  lefs  inebriated 
than  he  was,  who  checked  his  fury.  The  laft 
words  of  this  converfation'were  uttered  in  a voice 
fo  very  low,  that  it  was'  impoffible  to  conceive 
they  Ihould  have  been  underftood  by  an  Indian? 
who  lay  at  a confiderable  diftance,  though  he 
were  even  poffefled  of  a knowledge  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  tongue  ; yet  he  arofe,  and  and  tied  them  in 
the  fame  manner  as  the  preceding  night,  without 
Die  wing,  however,  the  leafi:  paffion,  nay,  without 
fp  caking  a word* 

Thus  the  pleafing  hopes  of  the  two  prifoners 
were  blafted  on  a hidden,  and  converted  into  re- 
newed  delpair,  Tied  faft  to  trees,  feparated  from 
each  other,  convinced,  by  experience,  that  they 
were  clofely  watched,  without  the  leaft  intermif- 
fion,  even  in  moments  when  they  might  imagine 
themfelves  to  be  totally  unguarded  ; they  could 
Vol.  I.  A a not 
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not  but  foppofe  themfelves  doomed  to  a ilate  of 
hopelefs  mifery.  The  remembrance  of  all  they 
had  heard  of  the  cruelty  of  the  Indians  towards 
their  prifoners,  opprefled  their  minds  with  con- 
ftant  horror.  They  were  aware,  that  they  would 
be  yielded  up  to  the  groffefl  infults,  and  to  lin- 
gering, cruel,  and  varied  torments.  They  con- 
lidered  the  Indians,  who  were  lying  around  them 
in  a ftate  of  fenfdefs,  brutifb  intoxication,  as  the 
inftruments  of  their  tortures.  It  was  with  thefe 
painful  ideas,  that  the  two  unfortunate  prifoners 
pafled  the  remainder  of  the  night.  At  break  of 
day,  the  furrounding  troop  awoke ; they  were 
untied ; and  this  day,  the  third  of  their  captivity, 
was  fpent  in  continued  revels,  kept  up  with  the 
whifky,  which  had  been  left  the  preceding  day. 
The  leader,  probably  from  an  opinion  that  his 
expedition  had  already  proved  fufficiently  pro- 
ductive, proclaimed  his  will  on  the  next  follow  - 
mg  day,  that  it  Ihould  be  clofed ; and  the  dif- 
ferent tribes,  which  had  taken  a fhare  in  it,  fet 
out  on  their  way  home.  They  all  inhabited  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  lakes  Ontario  and  Erie. 
The  leader  of  the  moft  numerous  tribe  was  a Sha- 
wanefe;  the  reft  wrere  Lower  Creeks,  Wyandats, 
Mingoes,  Othenwages,  Delawares,  Ottawas,  Che- 
pawas,  and  Cherokees. 

Johnfon,  Jacob  Skuyl,  and  Peggy  Fleming, 

as 
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as  has  already  been  obferved,  had  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  the  Shawanefe,  forty  of  which  tribe  were 
prefent  in  this  expedition.  They  left  the  Ohio 
together ; while  William  Phlyn  departed  with 
the  Cherokees.  On  the  firfl:  day’s  journey*  John- 
fon  was  ordered  to  lead  a cow,  which  formed  a 
part  of  the  booty,  found  on  board  the  two  de- 
fer ted  veffels.  Jacob  Skuyl*  being  wounded,  had 
nothing  to  do,  but  follow  the  troop.  Peggy 
Fleming,  who  was  Unrounded  by  men  and  wo- 
men by  turns,  could  go  wherever  file  pleafed. 
They  were  all  three  at  liberty  to  converfe  as  they 
chofe,  without  the  Indians  having  hitherto  con- 
ceived the  fmalleft  diftruft.  The  vail  booty, 
which  had  fallen  to  the  fhare  of  this  tribe,  was, 
in  part,  tranlported  on  horfes,  ten  or  twelve  in 
number,  found  in  the  veffels,  and  in  part  carried 
by  Indians,  who,  at  times,  loaded  Mr.  John- 
fon  with  part  of  their  burden.  The  firfl:  day’s 
journey  was  but  five  miles.  The  Shawanefe 
baited  in  a beautiful  vale,  where,  under  ftrag- 
gling  trees,  about  forty  horfes  were  grazing, 
which,  in  the  courfe  of  the  expedition,  had  been 
taken  from  the  different  travellers,  and  lent  to 
this  Ipot.  They  had  adopted  this  mealiire*  be- 
caufe  they  were  to  return  this  way ; and  it,  be- 
fides,  fupplied  the  horfes  with  food  in  the  utmoft 
abundance.  The  cow  was  killed  the  firfl:  day* 
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roafted,  and  devoured.  What  had  not  been 
eaten,  was  left  behind  the  next  morning,  when 
they  fet  out  to  renew  their  journey.  The  leader, 
With  eight  or  ten  Indians,  had,  by  this  time,  left 
the  troop,  mounted  the  beft  horfes,  and  rode  off 
to  reach  their  habitations,  before  the  arrival  of 
the  reft.  They  took  Peggy  Fleming  with  them, 
who,  for  the  prefervation  of  her  life,  did  all  fhe 
could  to  pleafe  the  leader,  and  the  other  Indians, 
on  whom  fhe  depended.  Her  good  and  playful 
humour  infured  her  fuccefs.  She  was  carried  off 
on  one  of  the  beft  horfes,  and  the  apprehenfions 
of  her  future  fate  were  loft  in  the  pleaftire  of  her 
journey.  Her  two  companions  in  misfortune, 
unable  to  charm  their  mafters,  as  fhe  did,  con- 
tinued their  journey  in  the  fame  manner,  in 
which  they  had  begun  it ; except  that  they  had 
nothing  to  carry,  as  the  horfes  were  more  nume- 
rous : the  cow  too  had  been  killed.  The  troop 
breaktafted  on  fome  fait  meat  they  had  found  on 
board  the  veffels,  and  on  the  remains  of  the  meals 
of  the  preceding  day,  and  then  moved  farther 
onward.  About  twelve  o’clock  they  halted. 
The  game  killed  by  the  huntfmen  was  dreffed, 
and  the  time  of  their  halting  was  frequently  de- 
termined by  the  good  or  bad  luck  of  the  chace. 
They  fmoked  their  pipes  before  and  after  dinner, 
and  then  fet  out  again  to  purfue  their  journey, 

until 
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until  about  an  hour  before  night-fall.  At  this 
time  they  flopped  to  eat  their  evening  meal, 
which  was  much  Tike  the  dinner,  ufually  fmoked 
a pipe  in  profound  filence,  and  then  lay  down  to 
reft  on  hides.  The  prifoners  were  conftantly  tied 
at  night,  and  the  journey  was  purfued  in  the 
fame  unvaried  manner.  During  the  march,  fome 
Indians,  generally  the  huntfmen,  formed  a kind 
of  van-guard,  and  others  brought  up  the  rear,  at 
fome  diftance,  to  watch  whether  the  troop  were 
purfued ; for  both  the  miftruft  and  the  vigilance 
of  the  Indians  are  very  great.  The  main  body 
marched  as  they  chofe,  without  the  leaft  order. 
If  game  was  efpied,  either  by  the  main  body 
or  the  rear-guard,  they  killed  it.  But  the  van- 
guard feemed  in  particular  charged  with  this 

I duty.  No  more  game  is  killed,  than  what  is  re- 
quired for  the  next  meal ; and  the  woods  are  filled 
with  it  to  fuch  a degree,  as  to  preclude  all  ap- 

! preheniion  in  regard  to  future  fubfiftence.  The 
j game  killed  is  cut  into  large  pieces,  and  put  on 
flakes  driven  into  the  ground.  The  cookery  is 
performed  by  the  v/omen.  The  Indians,  on 
; lighting  their  fires,  take  peculiar  care  not  to  fet 
J fire  to  the  neighbouring  trees. 

The  prifoners,  we  may  eafily  conceive,  profited 
! by  the  liberty  they  enjoyed  of  keeping  conftantly 
| together.  Their  melancholy  converfation  breat  hed 
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defpair  in  confequence  of  their  having  miffed  the 
laft  favourable  opportunity  of  efcape,  rather  than 
hope  of  meeting  with  another.  Yet  this  hope* 
chimerical  as  it  might  appear,  was  not  entirely 
abandoned.  The  chief  of  the  troop  had  con- 
ceived fome  miftruft  from  their  being  con- 
ftantly  together  ; and  his  apprehenfion  encreafed 
at  the  fight  of  a knife,  which  Mr.  Johnfon  in- 
advertently drew  out  of  his  pocket,  and  which 
he  had  carefully  preferved  for  the  purpofe  of  cut- 
ting  the  ropes,  with  which  he  was  tied  at  night, 
if  any  favourable  opportunity  fhould  offer.  On 
the  prifoners  being  again  fearched,  a few  guineas 
were  found  in  the  pocket  of  James  Skuyl,  which 
had  been  overlooked  at  the  firft  fearch,  and  which 
heightened  the  miftruft.  The  firft  means  to 
which  the  Indians  reforted  for  their  fecurity  were, 
to  ftrip  both  the  unfortunate  prifoners  of  their 
breeches,  inftead  of  which  they  were  furnifhed 
with  a fhort  apron,  tied  round  their  hips,  and 
reaching  half  way  down  their  thighs,  which 
cloathed  them  in  the  Indian  fafhion*  Their  fhirts 

i 

were  exchanged  for  coarfer  ones.  Yet  all  thefe 
precautions  were  not  fufficient,  to  allay  the  fears 
of  their  keepers.  On  the  next  morning  the  chief 
ordered  the  trpop  to  feparate  into  two  divifions ; 
and  James  Skuyl  to  proceed  with  one,  while 
Johnfon  continued  with  the  other;  they  were 

both  s' 
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both  to  reach  the  fame  place  of  deftination  by 
different  roads* 

This  new  leparation  proved  extremely  painful 
to  Mr.  Johnfon  ; the  fellowfhip  in  misfortune 
had  converted  a four-days  acquaintance  into  the 
moft  intimate  friendfhip.  Skuyl  was  his  fupport, 
his  hope,  the  only  being  with  whom  he  could  af- 
fociate;  yet  him  he  loft,  left  alone  in  nature’s 
vaft  domain,  and  given  up  entirely  to  his  grief 

I and  apprehenfions,  confiderably  heightened  by 
this  lofs.  The  reparation  from  a dearly  beloved 
wife,  Mr.  Johnfon  faid,  could  hardly  affeft  the 
heart  with  keener  pangs,  than  he  felt  on  being 
torn  from  this  four-days  friend.  Yet  how  was 
he  to  oppofe  the  iron-hand  of  neceffity  ? A wife 
man,  and  this  is  his  chief  merit,  refigns  himfelf 
to  calamities  he  cannot  avert:  thus  did  Mr. 
Johnfon.  He  foon  determined  on  concealing,  as 
much  as  poffible,  his  painful  fenfations,  and,  un- 
der the  appearance  of  ferenity,  to  beguile  the 
miftruft  of  his  mafters.  He  was  powerfully  fup- 
ported  in  the  execution  of  this  defign  by  an  in- 
nate firmnefs,  calmnefs,  and  cheerfulnefs  of  tem- 
per. Though  the  hideous  image  of  impending 
death  would  often  prefs  upon  his  mind,  he  found 
fome  confolation  in  the  thought,  that  not  every 
prifoner  is  irrevocably  doomed  by  the  Indians  to 
fufFer  death  ; but,  that,  at  times,  they  employ 
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their  captives  to  affift  them  in  hunting,  or  adopt 
them  as  members  of  their  tribes.  He  has  repeats 
edly  affured  me,  that  even  in  moments  of  the 
moil  imminent  danger,  during  his  captivity,  his 
Spirits  never  failed  him  for  any  length  of  time. 
A ray  of  hope  would  conftantly  re-animate  his 
courage,  though,  wanting  probability,  it  quickly 
vanifhed  * but,  though  lefs  miferable  than  many 
others  would  have  been  in  his  Situation,  he  was 
conftantly  wretched. 

The  famenefs  of  the.  remaining  journey  was 
not  chequered  by  any  remarkable  events.  The 
marches  were  longer  or  ftiorter  in  proportion  to 
the  game  they  killed,  to  the  duration  of  their 
ileep  at  noon,  and  to  the  delight  they  found  in 
fmoaking  their  pipes.  But  their  length  efpecially 
depended  on  the  will  of  the  chief,  and  the  ad- 
vice of  the  conjurors.  Their  dreams  frequently 
alter  the  direction  of  their  journies.  They  fell 
in  with  feveral  wandering  troops  of  Indians, 
which  caufed  a longer  or  fhorter  delay,  accord- 
ing to  the  hour  at  which  they  met.  At  times 
the  two  troops  would  dine,  together  ; but  they 
never  parted  without  having  informed  each  other 
of  their  exploits,  and  exhibited  their  prifoners 
with  pride  and  oftentation.  At  night  Mr.  John- 
fon  was  always  tied  loofer  or  tighter  according 
to  the  whim  of  the  Indian,  who  undertook  this 

charge* 
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charge,  without  always  belonging  to  his  guards, 
being  fometimes  deputed  by  one  of  them,  who 
had  perhaps  fome  bufmefs  in  front  or  rear  of  the 
troop;  and  in  this  cafe  the  deputy  would  often 
endeavour  to  juftify  the  confidence  placed  in  him, 
by  tying  his  prifoner  as  clofely  as  lie  could.  One 
night  hq  ded  fa"  tightly,  that  the  ropes  cut 
deep  into' his  arms,  and  were  covered  by  the 
{welling  they  occafioned.  Yet  he  dared  not  to 
complain,  for  the  whole  party  being  interefted  in 
the  prefer  vat  ion  of  prifoners,  every  meafure  tend- 
ing to  that  purpofe  could  not  but  obtain  univer- 
i fal  approbation.  At  another  time  he  was- beaten 
j by  the  chief  for  no  other  reafon  than  the  ill  hu- 
mour of  this  brute,  yet  he  dared  not  to  murmur. 
Once  he  was  feverely  beaten  by  an  Indian  from 
a mere  brutifh  defire  of  ufmg  him  thus  ; but  this 
time  his  patience  forfook  him.  He  returned  the 
blows  with  the  approbation  of  the  whole  troop. 
They  faid  he  had  proved  himfelf  a man ; none 
but  women  fubmitted  to  fiich  treatment  with- 
out oppofition.  From  that  time  he  obferved, 
or  fancied,  that  they  treated  him  with  more  re-  * 
ipedt.  In  the  meanwhile  the  real  commander 
or  chief  of  the  troop  rejoined  them,  after  two 
days  feparation.  Having  altered  his  idea  of  reach- 
ing home  iboner  than  the  reft,  he  refolved  on 
feouring  the  woods  with  his  Indians,  and  it  was 
I ^ ~ by 

■ 


363 


TRAV&LS  THROUGH 


fey  mere  accident  he  fell  in  with  the  troop  from 
which  he  had  feparated.  Peggy  Fleming  was 
with  them,  apparently  much  habituated  to  their 
mailers,  as  ihe  preferred  their  protection  to  the 
company  of  Mr.  Johnfon.  A few  days  after  the 
troop  met  a negro  laden  with  whifky.  He  was 
the  ilave  of  an  Indian,  who  was  hunting  in  the 
woods,  and  had  commiffioned  him  to  fell  this 
liquor.  Within  a fhort  time  the  negro  fold  his 
whole  flock,  and  followed  the  troop,  waiting 
for  his  mailer.  The  Indians  halted  foon  after  to 
drink  their  whifky  with  more  eafe,  and  to  pre- 
pare for  their  entrance  into  Sandufky,  which 
was  diftant  but  a few  days  journey.  Their  pre- 
parations confiiled  in  the  complete  procefs  of  an 
Indian  toilette,  that  is  to  fay,  they  touched  up 
and  refrefhed  the  colours  with  which  the  Indians 
are  accuftomed  to  paint  both  the  face  and  body. 
Every  one  is  at  liberty  to  paint  himfelf  after  his 
own  fancy,  except  that  they  all  wear  one  cer- 
tain mark  either  on  their  breafl  or  arms.  A 
black  paint,  prepared  of  charcoal,  and  a red, 
compofed  of  minium  and  cinnabar,  are  moil  fre- 
quently ufed.  The  whole  body  and  face  are 
plailered  with  thefe  paints.  They  fuffer  their 
hair  to  grow  only  about  the  fcalp  ; and  cut  off 
the  reft,  clofe  to  the  head,  either  in  irregular 
lines  proceeding  from  the  eyes  and  the  root  of 

the 
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the  nole,  and  branching  out  from  this  central 
point  in  various  forms,  or  parallel  lines  extending 
near  each  other  in  the  fame  diredion.  At  times 
it  is  a fort  of  hair-drefs,  on  which  apparently  no 
care  is  bellowed.  But  the  fad:  is,  that  they  at- 
tend to  this  fort  of  ornament  with  a peculiar  care, 
and  pafs  v/hole  hours  before  their  looking-glals, 
which  they  carry  conllantly  about  them  to  com- 
plete their  dreffing.  This  they  value  as  highly  as 
the  handfomell  European  coquette  can  do  ; and 
are  as  much  pleafed,  when  it  is  fmifhed  to  their 
fatisfadlion,  as  Ihe  may  be.  On  fuch  days  they 
pluck  off  the  hair  from  the  eye-brows  and  beard, 
with  more  care,  than  they  ulually  bellow  on  this 
operation.  As  to  the  common  mark  or  fign, 
which  they  wear  painted  on  their  breall  or  arms, 
it  is  generally  the  image  of  fome  animal.  That 
of  the  tribe  of  the  Shawanefe  was  a wolf.  The 
women  wear  it  in  common  with  the  men ; but 
they  paint  only  the  cheek-bones,  for  the  moll 
part,  red.  They  fufpend  fmail  diver  or  iron 
rings  from  the  whole  cartilaginous  part  of  the 
ear.  The  men  wear  them  in  the  nofe.  Either 
fex  generally  wears  a filver  collar,  from  which 
a crofs  is  fufpended.  A fhort  Ihirt,  reaching 
down  to  the  apron,  which  is  tied  round  the  hips, 
is  the  common  drefs  of  both  fexes ; in  cold  wea- 
ther they  throw  a Ihort  mantle  round  the  ihoul- 

ders. 
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ders.  Such,  at  leaft,  are  the  drefs  and  fineries  of 
the  Shawanefe.  Nearly  all  the  tribes  vary  in  this 
refpedt,  as  well  as  in  many  others.  After  the 
company  were  thus  arrayed,  they  proceeded  on 
their  journey.  The  negro  fpoke  Englifh  ; and, 
as  the  Indians  entertained  no  miftruft  againft 
him,  he  had  it  in  his  power,  to  impart  to  Mr. 
Johnfon  fome  interefting  information,  which, 
though  not  calculated  to  infpire  the  prifoners 
with  hope,  yet  proved  to  him  extremely  valuable 
and  important.  The  troop  was  foon  joined  by 
the  mafter  of  the  negro,  and  fhortly  after  by  two 
other  Indians,  who  took  Mr.  Johnfon  by  the 
hand,  and  conducted  him  to  the  chief,  whom 
they  feemed  to  addrefs  in  a fuppliant  manner, 
and  with  an  air  of  fubmiffion.  At  the  clofe  of  an 
hour’s  converfation,  the  fubjedt  of  which  was  the 
prifoner,  and  after  the  petitioners  had  delivered 
two  gallons  of  whifky,  moftly  quaffed  by  the 
chief,  Mr.  Johnfon  was  furrendered  to  them  and 
carried  off.  All  his  ideas  were  abforbed  by  the 
profpedi  of  certain  deftruclion,  which  impreffed 
his  mind  ; every  ray  of  hope  vanilhed  for  a mo- 
ment ; every  perception  was  loft;  he  dared  not 
to  afk  the  negro,  who,  iji  conjunction  with  his 
mafter,  had  joined  the  two  Indians  ; ignorant  as 
he  was,  whether  he  might  not  be  connected  with 
them  ; whether  the  compaffion,  he  feemed  to 
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fhew,  were  not  an  artifice  to  betray  him  ; -whe- 
ther he  were  not,  perhaps,  his  moft  cruel  enemy* 
his  executioner  ! For  feme  time  he  moved  on  in 
filence,  and  fecret  defpair ; but,  being  no  longer 
able  to  fupport  the  torturing  idea  of  the  uncer- 
tainty of  his  fate,  he,  at  laft,  with  great  timidity, 
had  recourfe  to  the  negro,  and  learned  from  him, 
that  one  of  the  two  Indians,  to  whom  he  now 
belonged,  having  feme  time  ago  killed  an  Indian 
of  the  tribe  of  the  Mingoes,  he  was  bound  by 
the  laws  of  the  tribe,  to  furnifh  a perfcn  inftead 
of  the  Indian  flam,  or,  in  default  of  this,  to  be 
himfelf  furrendered  up  to  the  vengeance  of  his 
family ; that,  being  too  poor  to  buy  a prifoner, 
he  had  prevailed  upon  the  Shawanefc  by  his  en- 
treaties, and  perfuaded  the  chief,  by  means  of  the 
whifky,  to  make  him  a prefent  of  Johnfcn,  fo 
that  he  now  pertained  to  the  tribe  of  the  Min- 
goes, but  that  previously  to  his  being  delivered 
up  to  them  he  would  pafs  a few  days  at  his  m af- 
ter’s, who  was  a neighbour  of  the  two  Indians, 
The  profpedt  of  flavery  was  pleafing  to  Mr. 
Johnfon  ; he  was  happy  even  at  this  price  to  pre- 
ferve  his  life,  the  lofs  of  which  had  been  con- 
ftantly  before  his  eyes.  He  deemed  himfelf  more 
fortunate,  as  he  entertained  a hope,  that  by  feme 
means  or  other  he  might  be  able  to  fhorten  the 
period  of  his  captivity.  He  journeyed  on  about 

four 
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four  days  with  his  new  mailers,  and  lived  with 
them  in  the  fame  manner  as  with  the  former, 
except  that  he  was  not  tied  at  night.  His  old 
mailers  had  given  him  back  his  clothes,  and,  om 
comparing  his  prefent  fituation  with  his  former, 
and  efpecially  with  that  which  he  expefted  in 
anxious  fulpenfe,  he  felt  happy.  But  this  happi- 
nefs  was  not  of  long  duration.  His  unlucky  liars 
would  have  it  fo,  that  after  four  days  marching 
he  again  fell  in  with  the  Shawanefe.  The  chief, 
who  had  now  become  fober,  was  no  longer  fo  ge- 
nerous as  before,  and  regretted  his  former  gene- 
roll  ty.  He  demanded  Mr.  Johnfon  from  the  two 
Indians,  but  was  refufed.  The  two  Indians  re- 
ferred to  the  tellimony  of  the  negro  and  his  m af- 
ter, which  was  in  their  favour ; but,  the  Sha- 
wanefe being  the  llronger  party,  they  proceeded 
from  demands  to  menaces,  and  from  menaces  to 
a£ls  of  violence  ; the  two  Indians,  dellitute  of  all 
means  of  defence,  were  eafily  conquered ; and  Mr. 
Johnfon,  thus  torn  from  them,  was  replunged 
into  his  former  anxiety  and  mifery.  His  fitua- 
tion appeared  to  him  the  more  defperate,  as  a 
French  merchant  of  Canada,  who,  being  in- 
formed by  the  Indians,  that  the  Shawanefe  had 
a white  prifoner  with  them,  came  to  redeem  him, 
but  had  met  with  a refufal  from  the  chief,  who 
told  him,  that  he  meant  to  lead  him  with  the 

other 
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other  booty  in  triumph  through  his  town.  The 
merchant  promifed  Mr.  Johnfon,  to  renew  his 
application  the  next  morning,  but  the  latter  had 
renounced  all  hope.  The  merchant  actually  came 
the  next  morning,  according  to  his  promife,  at 
the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  prifoner,  and  made 
feveral  trifling  bargains  with  the  Indians ; but  all 
his  applications  concerning  Johnfon  were  in 
vain.  The  unfortunate  young  man,  therefore, 
had  no  hope  left,  but  what  the  profpeft  of  oc- 
currences, incidental  to  a journey  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles,  the  actual  diftance  of  his 
place  of  deflination,  could  afford.  An  event, 
with  which  his  moft  fanguine  hopes  could  not 
have  flattered  him,  foon  took  place.  The  Sha- 
wanefe,  proceeding  on  their  journey,  met  an  In- 
dian with  a horfe  loaded  wTith  whifky ; part  of 
the  booty  was  quickly  exchanged  for  fome  bar- 
rels. The  next  morning  the  remainder  of  the 
booty  went  the  fame  way,  and  on  the  following 
day  they  paid  the  Indian  for  what  whifky  he  had 
left  in  horfes,  which  they  had  brought  with 
them  from  the  banks  of  the  Ohio.  The  Sha- 
wanefe  palled  fix  days  in  a ftate  of  continual  in- 
toxication, and  continued  drinking  until  they  had 
nothing  left  to  drink.  Afhamed  to  return  to 
their  tribe  without  any  trophies,  but  one  Angle 
prifoner,  they  determined  on  another  expedition. 
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In  which  Mr.  Johnfon  was  to  co-operate.  Yet, 
on  mature  deliberation,  they  found  it  ftill  more 
advifeable,  to  fell  the  prifoner,  in  order  to  be  able* 
to  drink  whifky,  and  drink  it  largely,  previoufly 
to  their  taking  the  field  again.  The  expreffion  of 
vehemence  and  favagenefs  in  their  faces,  which 
was  heightened  by  the  fumes  of  whifky,  not  yet 
altogether  evaporated,  greatly  encreafed  Mr* 
Johnfon’s  uneaiinefs  during  thefe  debates.  It 
was  in  vain  his  woe-worn  mind  endeavoured  to 
find  out  their  objeft,  when  the  following  morn- 
ing he  was  called  to  the  two  chiefs,  who  ordered 
him  to  mount  a horfe,  and  puili  on  with  them 
as  fail  as  he  could.  He  now  imagined,  that  his 
laft  hour  was  come,  but  this  time  his  fear  was 
not  of  long  duration.  The  place  whither  he  was 
conducted  was  not  above  five  miles  diftant ; it 
was  the  habitation  of  Mr.  Duchoquet,  the  j 
merchant  whom  he  had  already  feen.  After 
fome  glades  of  whifky  had  been  drunk,  the  bar-  | 
gain  was  foon  ftruck  ; fix  hundred  finall  filver  : 
Ihirt  buckles,  filch  as  the  common  people  wear, 
conftituted  the  random,  amounting  to  twenty-  * j 
five  Louis  d’or.  Mr.  Johnfon’s  happinefs  may 
be  eafily  conceived,  but  he  did  not  yet  feel  it  in 
its  whole  extent ; which  is  generally  the.  cafe  in 
Hidden  tranfitions  from  extreme  wretchednefs  to 
a ftate  of  felicity  and  peace.  This  rapid  and 

complete 
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complete  delivery  from  death  and  bondage  ap- 
peared to  him  like  a dream,  in  which  he  dared 
not  to  indulge.  Mr.  Duchoquet  endeavoured 
'to  convince  him  of  the  reality  of  his  happy  fitua- 
tion,  and  he  began  to  believe  in  it,  when  the 
next  morning  the  two  Indians,  who  had  con- 
duced him  thither,  again  made  their  appearance. 
Mr.  Duchoquet  was  himfelf  of  opinion,  that 
they  came  to  refcind  the  agreement,  and  con- 
firmed his  new  gueft  in  the  determination  he  had 
formed,  to  fell  his  life  dear,  when  one  of  the  In- 
dians came  up  to  him  unarmed,  and  faid  find- 
ing, that  on  the  preceding  day  he  had  forgotten 
fomething,  which  belonged  to  him,  which  moil 
certainly  he  muil  have  milled,  and  which  they 
came  to  return  to  him.  It  was  a code  of  laws  for 
Virginia,  wdiich  his  mailers  had  left  him  during 
his  journey.  Mr.  Johnfon  was  lefs  fenfible  of 
the  delicacy  of  this  conduct,  wdiich  even  among 
refined  Europeans  wmuld  have  been  confidered  as 
a proof  of  great  attention,  than  happy  on  ac- 
count of  the  perfect  fecurity,  which  this  behavi- 
our of  his  former  mailers  guaranteed  to  him,  and 
which  continued  undiilurbed  by  any  further  ac- 
cident. 

Not  being  able  to  reach  the  fettled  parts  of 
America  without  a guide,  he  was  neceffitated  to 
wait  the  feafon,  when  Mr.  Duchoquet  ufually 
I Vol.  L Bb  .went 
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•went  to  Canada.  Until  that  period  he  continued 
with  him  in  his  habitation,  and  affifted  him  in 
his  trade  with  the  Indians.  This  afforded  him 
an  opportunity  of  getting  acquainted  with  feve- 
ral  tribes,  whofe  manners  and  cuftoms  differed 
but  little  from  thofe  of  the  Shawanefe.  Unac- 
quainted with  their  language,  he  could  not  him- 
felf  colled:  much  information  concerning  them  ; 
and  befides,  he  was  too  much  occupied  by  his 
eager  defire  of  being  reftored  to  his  family  and 
friends,  to  ftudy  the  manners  and  habits  of  fa- 
vages,  whom  he  was  anxious  to  quit.  He  learned, 
however,  from  his  hoft,  that  all  the  tribes  in  that 
neighbourhood  believe  in  a Supreme  Being,  and 
in  the  duration  of  the  exiftence  of  the  foul  after 
the  clofe  of  this  mortal  life.  They  hold,  that 
the  punilhment  of  thofe,  who  have  rendered 
themfelves  guilty  of  wicked  deeds,  and  with 
them  none  are  wicked  deeds  but  inactivity  and 
cowardice  in  hunting  and  warfare,  and  perfidy  to 
their  friends,  confifts,  in  their  being  removed  after 
death  into  unhealthy  woods,  where  there  is  no 
other  game  but  fmall  birds;  while  they,  who 
have  conflantly  obferved  an  honeft,  gallant  con- 
duct, are  tranfplanted  into  forefls,  abounding  with 
the  largeft  game,  of  which  the  numbers  never 
diminifh.  He  farther  was  informed  by  his  hoft, 
that  Indian  women,  called  in  their  language 

fquaws# 
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fquaws,  are  kept  by  their  hufbands  in  a fort  o£± 
flavery,  frequently  beaten,  and  in  cafe  of  adul- 
tery often  maimed  by  them — a punifhment  which 
they  are  much  inclined  to  inflidt.  Girls,  or  un- 
married women, on  the  contrary  enjoy  full  liberty, 
to  gratify  their  defires  as  they  pleafe  ; and  fo  far 
from  their  forfeiting  by  this  gratification  the  efteem 
of  the  men,  a woman  is  held  in  little  eftimation 
by  the  Indians,  who,  previous  to  her  marriage, 
has  not  been  engaged  in  fome  amorous  intrigue  : 
“ for,”  fay  they,  “ difdained  as  fhe  has  been  by 
i all  men,  fhe  is  unworthy  of  love.”  According 
to  his  obfervation,  the  Shawranefe  are  lazy,  im- 
prudent, melancholy,  fllent,  and  without  thought 
for  the  coming  day.  As  to  the  general  character 
of  the  Indians,  he  knew,  that,  whatever  adts  of 
! cruelty  they  may  exercife  againft  their  prifoners, 
in  particular  againft  fuch,  as  they  take  in  time 
of  war,  they  are  in  their  friendfhip  true  and  faith- 
ful to  a degree,  which  has  long  become  obfolete 
among  civilized  nations. 

At  the  beginning  of  June  Mr.  Duchoquet  fet 
out  with  his  gueft  on  his  journey  to  Canada, 
Lake  Erie  wxis  but  fifty  miles  diftant.  They 
embarked  there  for  Detroit,  where  Mr.  Ducho- 
quet refldes.  But,  before  they  reached  Lake 
Erie,  they  had  to  pafs  the  fmall  lake  Sandufky, 
A violent  guft  of  wind  drove  them  to  a fmall 
B b 2 ifland 
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ifland  in  the  middle  of  this  lake,  inhabited  by 
two  Indian  tribes.  Mr.  Johnfon  was  there  in- 
vited with  his  friend  to  a grand  feaft,  given  by  a j 
family  in  celebration  of  the  recovery  of  an  In- 
dian lady.  The  feaft  confided  of  a grand  meal, 
preceded  by  a great  deal  of  dancing  around  a ; 
large  fire.  Almoft  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ifland  were  invited.  A fmall  painted  flick  fup- 
plies  among  the  Indians  the  ufe  of  our  cards  of 
invitation  ; and  thefe  dances,  thefe  banquets,  and 
large  fires,  are  religious  rites,  deemed  by  the  In-  | 
dians  extremely  efficacious  in  curing  their  fick  ; 
in  all  probability  they  lefs  obflrudt  their  recovery  j 
at  lead,  than  the  prefcriptions  of  many  physi- 
cians might  do. 

Mr.  Johnfon  reached  Detroit  on  the  13th  of 

- 

June  ; and  there  feparated  from  Mr.  Duchoquet.  j 
The  Englifh  governor  ordered  him  to  be  con- 
veyed acrofs  Lake  Erie  in  a king’s  yacht.  Thence 
he  went  in  another  veffel  to  the  celebrated  ca- 
taradt  of  Niagara,  to  conceive  an  adequate  idea 
of  which,  is  beyond  the  powers  of  human  fancy..  | 
From  this  dupendous  water- fall  he  proceeded  in  I. 
a boat  along  the  banks  of  Lake  Ontario,  and 
thence  on  the  river  Ofwego  to  Albany,  New  I 
York,  and  Virginia,  wdiere,  having  been  affiidted  j 
fix  weeks  by  fate,  lavages,  and  mufquitoes,  he 
rejoined  his  family,  whom  he  had  utterly  des- 
paired 
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paired  of  ever  feeing  again ; happy,  that  fo  many 
fiufferings  terminated  in  this  fortunate,  but  unex- 
pected event. 

The  Hjjiory  of  Peggy  Flemming. 

Peggy  Flemming  continued  with  the  Shawan- 
efe,  when  Mr.  Johnfon  was,  by  their  chief,  de- 
livered up  to  the  two  Indians  of  the  tribe  of  the 
Mingoes.  But  he  did  not  find  her  again,  when 
he  was  furrendered  back  to  his  former  mailers. 
Two  or  three  of  them  had  carried  her  off ; and 
after  a journey  of  a few  days,  given  her  to  three 
Cherokees,  whom  they  met  in  the  woods,  and 
who  carried  her  to  Sandufky,  where  Duchoquet 
and  Johnfon  faw  her,  without  being;  able  to  ob- 
tain  from  her  one  fingle  word ; undoubtedly  in 
confequence  of  a prohibition  of  her  prefent  - mat- 
ters, who  ufed  her  more  rudely  than  the  former 
had  done.  Some  days  after,  thefe  Indians  brought 
her  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the  lake  Sandufky, 
where  they  pitched  their  tents,  and  being  much 
pleafed  with  the  furrounding  country,  determined 
to  pafs  fome  days  in  their  camp.  Mr.  Mac- 
intosh, partner  of  Mr.  Duchoquet,  proceeded 
thither,  on  the  firfl  intelligence  that  a white  wo- 
man was  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  with  a 
view  to  redeem  her.  A young  Virginian,  who, 
fome  years  before,  had  been  taken  prifoner  by  the 
B b 3 Wyandots, 
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Wyandots,  and  by  them  adopted  as  a member 
of  their  tribe,  accompanied  him  thither.  He 
happened  to  know  the  whole  family  of  Peggy 
Flemming,  and  to  be  perfonally  acquainted  with 
her.  Being  much  liked  and  refpedted  by  the 
chief  of  the  tribe,  he  folicited  of  him  the  favour, 
to  procure  him  this  captive  from  the  Indians, 
afferting,  that  fhe  wTas  his  fitter , The  aged  chief, 
in  compliance  with  his  requeft,  paid  the  three 
Cherokees  a vifit,  and  after  the  ufual  compli- 
ments expreffed  his  wifh,  that  they  might  either 
give  or  fell  him  this  young  woman,  in  whom 
he  profeffed  to  take  the  moft  lively  intereft 
The  Indians  gave  him  & denial  in  terms,  which 
grew  peremptory  in  proportion  as  his  entreaties 
became  more  earneft.  They  threatened,  that 
they  would  rather  kill  both  him  and  her,  than 
give  her  up.  The  old  chief,  being  the  weaker 
party,  was  obliged  to  yield.  But  the  next  morn- 
ing he  came  before  break  of  day,  attended  by 
twenty  Indians  of  his  tribe.  Peggy  Flemming 
was  tied  to  a tree,  around  which  the  three  Che- 
rokees were  lying  in  a profound  fleep.  The 
Wyandots  feized  her  ; the  old  chief  cut  himfelf 
the  ropes,  with  which  fhe  was  tied,  and  as  foon 
as  he  got  her  into  his  power,  gave  the  three  Che- 
rokees fome  hundred  fmall  filver  buckles,  with 
which  they  were  obliged  to  content  themfelves. 

Peggy 
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Peggy  Flemming  was  delivered  up  by  the  old 
chief  to  his  favourite  Whitaker  (this  was  the 
name  of  the  Virginian),  who  was  become  a 
Wyandot  Indian,  firft  from  neceffity,  and  after- 
wards from  choice.  She  was  provided  with 
clothes,  and  carefully  nurfed  by  this  tribe.  Whit- 
aker had  married  a young  Indian  woman,  who 
took  the  greatefl  care  of  her.  Soon  after,  flie 
was  conduced  under  an  efcort  of  men  and  wo- 
men of  this  tribe  through  the  midfl  of  the  woods 
to  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  oppofite  to  Point  Plea- 
fant,  where  Mr.  Johnfon  learned  from  her  the 
particulars  of  her  adventures,  and  where  fhe  now 
lives,  in  the  twenty- eighth  year  of  her  age. 

The  Htjlory  of  James  Skuyl. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  Mr.  Johnfon  was 
Separated  from  James  Skuyl  on  the  fourth  or 
fifth  day  of  their  march.  The  latter,  with  part 
of  the  troops,  proceeded  by  a different  road  to 
the  habitations  of  the  Shawanefe,  where  he  was 
infulted,  beaten,  and  otherwife  ill  ufed.  On  his 
arrival,  his  wound  was  almofl  mortified,  owing 
to  the  exceffive  fatigues  of  the  journey,  and  the 
flings  of  the  mufquitoes.  He  was,  neverthelefs, 
kept  to  the  hardefl  labour  of  the  tribe,  i.  e.  he 
was  employed  to  cultivate  the  ground.  It  is  in 
general  the  employment  of  prifoners,  if  they  have 
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any,  to  relieve  the  women  of  a part  of  the  toils* 
whiich  have  fallen  to  their  lot.  James  Skuyl, 
though  extremely  uneafy  on  account  of  his  fitua^ 
tion  and  future  fate,  yet  could  not  think  of  mak- 
ing any  attempt  to  efcape  through  forefts,  where 
'at  every  ftep  he  ran  the  riik  of  falling  in  with 
Indians.  The  fuccefs  of  fuch  an  undertaking 
was  fo  highly  improbable,  as  to  preclude  every 
idea  of  it.  Yet  being  one  day  informed  by  a wo- 
man, in  whofe  company  he  ufed  to  work,  and 
■who  feemed  to  fy'mpathife  in  his  bufferings,  that 
he  would  be  burnt  within  two  days,  he  was  irre- 
fiftibly  impelled,  to  try  every  means  of  efcaping 
fo  terrible  a death.  Furnifhed  with  a mufket, 
and  fome  cakes  of  Indian  com,  he  ventured,  one 
night,  to  elope  from  the  habitation,  in  which  he 
was  guarded.  He  ftole  through  the  woods,  and 
reached  the  bank  of  the  river  Miami.  Here  he 
was  obliged  to  leave  behind  his  mulket,  though  it 
ferved,  at  once,  for  his  defence  and  fubfiftence. 
Having  fattened  his  cakes  to  his  head,  he  fwam 
acrofs  the  river.  He  met  great  numbers  of  In? 
dians,  in  fpite  of  his  anxious  endeavours  to  avoid 
them  ; nay,  he  found  himfelf  under  the  neceffity 
of  patting  by  fome  of  their  habitations.  The  care 
he  had  taken  in  painting  himfelf,  fome  Indian 
words,  which  he  had  learned,  during  his  capti- 
vity, and  his  firm  deportment,  gave  him  the  ap- 
pearance. 
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pearance  of  an  Indian,  and  from  this  fuppofition 
he  was  adlually  feveral  times  affifted  in  his  flight. 
When  he  thought  himfelf  out  of  danger,  he  had 
nearly  fallen  by  one  which  he  leafl  fufpedied. 
Having  reached  the  bank  of  Lake  Ohio,  he  in- 
tended to  crofs  it  in  a veil'd,  which  he  happened 
to  find,  in  order  to  reach  the  ifthmus ; the  fer- 
ryman refufed  to  take  him  on  board,  as  he  mif- 
took  him  for  a fpy,  who  intended  firft  to  fe- 
duce  him,  and  then  to  punifh  him,  if  he  fhould 
yield  to  his  intreaties.  He  alfo  told  him,  that 
the  p:  eceding  evening  a troop  of  Shawanefe  had 
fearched  the  banks  of  the  river  in  quell  of  a pri- 
foner,  who  had  made  his  efcape  on  the  day  be- 
fore that  of  hi-s  intended  execution.  He  could 
not  but  recognife  himfelf  in  this  defcription  ; 
celerity  was  therefore  of  the  utmoffc  iirnportance, 
and  yet  he  was  compelled  to  repair  to  the  mailer 
of  the  veffel,  whofe  habitation  was  two  miles 
diftant.  He  informed  him,  that  he  was  the  pri- 
foner,  of  whom  the  Shawanefe  were  in  fearch, 
and  this  man,  fortunately  more  humane  and  lefs 
fcrupulous  than  his  fervant,  not  only  confented  to 
his  going  an  board,  but  would  alfo  carry  him  over 
himfelf,  that  he  might  fee  him  fafe  beyond  all 
danger.  Having  arrived  at  Detroit,  he  traverfed 
Canada,  and  the  Northern  States,  and  at  length 
reached  Great  Brayercourt-houfe,  where  he  has 

fettled. 
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fettled.  At  leaf:  he  has  hitherto  given  up  the 
trade  to  Kentucky. 

The  Htjiory  of  William  Phlyn. 

The  diftrefl'es  of  William  Phlyn,  who  was  de- 
livered up  to  that  tribe  of  the  Cherokees  called 
Chikamages,  inhabiting  a diftri<5t  adjacent  to  the 
great  river  Miami,  confifted  in  his  having  been 
tortured  two  days  together,  until  the  fire  put  a 
period  to  his  wretched  exiftence.  He  loft  his 
life,  a few  days  after  his  arrival  at  the  habitations 
of  the  Indians.  James  Skuyl,  on  his  journey  to 
the  town  of  the  Shawanefe,  faw  the  fpot,  where 
he  had  been  burnt  the  preceding  evening,  but  was 
not  able  to  collect  any  farther  information  con- 
cerning the  fate  of  this  unfortunate  man. 

Although  the  three  laft  ftories  contain  but  few 
particulars,  and  are  not  infeparably  connected 
with  that  of  Mr.  Johnfon : yet  they  will  not, 
I think,  be  found  altogether  uninterefting,  as 
they,  in  fome  meafure,  ferve  to  complete  his 
hiftory.  An  acquaintance  with  that  gentleman 
cannot  but  confidcrably  heighten  the  joy,  which 
his  fortunate  deliverance  muft  excite  in  every 
feeling  mind,  and  ftamp  his  reports  with  the  au- 
thority of  indubitable  truth. 

I have  forgotten  to  mention,  that  the  two 
whites,  who  by  their  lamentation  decoyed  Mr# 

Johnfon 
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Johnfon  and  his  companions,  effected  their  efcape 
the  fecond  night,  when  the  Indians,  after  the 
capture.of  the  two  veffels,  were  almoft  all  of  them 
intoxicated  with  whifky.  Mr.  Johnfon  had  ftrong 
grounds  to  fufpeft,  that  the  Indians,  from  mo- 
tives of  friendfhip  or  of  gratitude  for  their  affift- 
ance  in  the  capture  of  fo  rich  a booty,  forwarded 
their  flight. 


TOUR 
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TOUR  THROUGH  UPPER  CANADA, 


Saturday , the  20th  of  June , 1/Q5. 

HE  veffels,  in  which  we  croffed  the  river 


Niagara,  belong  to  the  English,  and  are, 

for  this  reafon,  in  a better  condition  than  the  ma- 

§ 

jor  part  of  the  American  veffels  or  ferries,  which 
are  entirely  left  to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the 
owners,  without  any  public  officer  taking  the 
leaf!  notice  of  their  condition,  and  providing  for 
the  fafety  of  travellers.  The  ferry  confifted  in  a 
veffel  of  confiderable  capacity,  the  fides  of  which 
were  one  foot  and  a half  high  ; it  w^as  tolerably 
ftaunch,  and  fufficiently  large,  to  contain  five 
horfes  without  any  apparent  danger.  The  m after 
of  the  veffel  is  directed  to  write  down  the  names 
of  the  paffengers ; our’s  wrere  already  known. 
General  Simcoe,  governor  of  Upper  Canada,  in- 
formed of  our  journey  by  Mr.  Hammond,  the 
Englifh  ambaffador  to  the  United  States,  had 
long  ago  given  notice  by  the  poll  of  our  $xpe6led 


arrival 
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arrival.  Mr.  Guillemard,  who  had  croffed  over 
on  the  preceding  evening,  had  announced  our  in- 
tended arrival  on  the  next  morning ; and  the  Cap- 
tain-of  an  Englifh  frigate,  which  was  receiving 
fome  repairs  on  the  opporite  bank,  fent  us  his 
boat,  as  foon  as  he  perceived  us.  Our  guide, 
Pondrit,  had  preceded  us  to  the  river  to  call 
the  ferrymen  ; and  the  ferry  arriving  fooner  than 
the  boat,  of  the  deftination  of  which  we  wrere 
ignorant,  we  ftepped  into  the  former.  The  paf- 
fage  from  the  American  to  the  Englifh  fide  re- 
quires four  or  live  minutes,  and  from  the  Englifh 
to  the  American  fhore  about  a quarter  of  an 
hour.  Fort  Erie  ftands  on  the  fhore  of  the 
lake,  about  two  miles  above  the  ferry.  The  com- 
mandant had  defired  the  captain  of  the  frigate  to 
fupply  his  place,  until  he  fhould  be  able  to  vifit  us 
himfelf.  We  thought  it  right  to  return  this  adl 
of  civility,  by  immediately  letting  out  to  prefent 
to  him  our  paffpoits.  We  did  fo,  though  we 
were  not  dreffed  to  pay  a -vifit  of  ceremony ; but 
the  rain  having  made  our  appearance  frill  worfe, 
we  determined  on  drying  our  clothes  at  the  inn, 
until  the  weather  fhould  clear  up,  and  permit  us 
to  proceed  to  the  fort.  We  were  not  yet  dreffed, 
when  the  commandant  arrived  at  the  inn,  and 
invited  us  to  dinner,  acquainting  us,  at  the  fame 
* time,  that  he  was  directed  to  fhew  us  every  civi- 
lity 
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lity  in  his  power.  This  invitation  was  very  agree- 
able to  us ; a dinner  at  a Governor’ s,  after  three 
day’s  travelling  through  woods*  is  a real  feafh 
We  accordingly  attended  him  to  the  fort. 

Fort  Erie*  as  it  is  called,  though  we  know  not 
why,*  confifts  of  fome  houfes  roughly  formed  of 
wood,  and  furrounded  with  tottering  palifadoes. 
It  has  neither  a rampart,  a covert- way,  nor  any 
other  works.  The  buildings,  wdiich  are  all  of 
them  block-houfes,  are  inhabited  by  the  officers, 
foldiers,  and  a commifiary  of  provilion.  With- 
out the  precindls  of  the  fort,  {land  four  fimilar 
houfes,  deftined  for  the  habitation  of  the  work- 
men, and  a large  magazine,  or  jhore-houfe,  be- 
longing to  the  king.  The  upper  ftory  juts  out 
beyond  the  ground  floor,  fo  that  all  who  Ihould 
attempt  to  approach  the  ftore-houfe,  might  be 
eafily  kept  off  with  firelocks,  by  means  of  open- 
ings made  in  the  upper  ftory.f  This  fort  is  to 
be  confidered  merely  as  a point  of  defence  againft 
the  Indians  for  the  Britifli  trade  on  the  lake,  at 
the  extremity  of  which  it  Hands.  The  term 

* Dr.  Morfe  fays,  that  tort  Erie  is  a, firong  fortification  ; 
an  aflertion,  which  it  is  impoffible  to  reconcile  with  the  de- 
fcription  given  by  the  Duke,  but  by  fuppoiing  it  to  have 
undergone  coniiderable  improvement  fince  1795. — - Tranfi . 

f Buildings  of  this  conftruftion  are  very  common  in  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  in  Britilh  America ; they  are  called 
block-houfes, — Author? 
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fort,  in  its  ufual  import,  cannot  by  any  means 
be  applied  to  this  place,  which  is  even  now  in  a 
worfe  Situation  than  formerly,  fmce  the  impend- 
ing furrender  of  the  forts  fituated  on  the  oppo- 
site fhore  to  the  Americans,  leaves  the  Englifh 
no  alternative,  but  to  have  either  no  forts  at  all 
on  this  fide  of  the  lake,  or  to  put  thofe  which 
they  fhall  maintain  in  a refpedtable  ftate  of  de- 
fence. Fort  Erie  is  garrifoned  by  a company  of 
the  fifth  regiment,  the  captain  of  which  com- 
pany is,  at  the  fame  time,  the  commandant  of 
the  place.  Captain  Pratt  holds  this  command 
at  prefent ; on  account  of  his  long  Service,  he  has 
been  nominated  major  by  brevet.  The  duty  of 
the  Soldiers,  who  form  this  garrifon,  confifts  in 
Standing  fentries ; but  they  are  alfo  obliged  to 
ferve  on  board  the  fhips,  which  belong  to  the 
government.  Almoft  all  the  provifion,  and  all 
ammunition,  without  exception,  come  from 
England,  and  acrofs  the  lakes.  The  navigation 
on  the  river  Niagara  ends  Seven  miles  above  Lake 
Ontario,  whence  there  is  a land- conveyance  as 
far  as  Chippaway,  nine  miles  diftant,  where  the 
navigation  for  boats  and  other  Small  veffels  re- 
commences, extending  as  far  as  Fort  Erie.  Here 
the  goods,  deftined  for  Fort  Detroit,  are  laden  in 
Ships,  navigated  by  foldiers  from  Fort  Erie  to 
Fort  Chippaway,  The  return  paffage  is  ex- 
tremely 
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tremely  difficult ; and  for  this  laborious  tafk, 
they  are  allowed  only  fifteen  fhillings,  to  be  dif- 
tributed  among  five  men,  who  compofe  the 
crew.* 

The  foldiers  have  a garden,  where  they  culti- 
vate the  neceflary  vegetables,  which  by  any  other 
means  they  would  not  be  able  to  procure.  Their 
allowance  of  provifion,  which  confifts  in  a pound 
of  flour,  a pound  of  fait  pork,  four  ounces  of 
rice,  and  a little  butter,  a day,  is,  no  doubt,  paid 
for  by  the  government  at  a very  high  rate  ; but 
to  the  foldiers  it  is  delivered  for  two  pence  half-  j 
penny  a ration,  which  is  deducted  from  their  pay, 
amounting  to  fix  pence  per  day.  All  the  troops, 
quartered  in  Canada,  are  treated  in  the  fame 
manner.  Another  company  of  the  fame  regi- 
ment is  at  Fort  Chippaway,  and  the  remaining 
eight  companies  form  the  garrifon  of  Fort  Nia-  ; 
gara.f  Fort  Detroit,  and  feveral  other  forts, 
which  the  Englifh  flill  hold  in  their  pofleffion, 
but  which  are  to  be  given  up  to  the  Americans, 
are  garrifoned  by  the  twenty-fifth  regiment. 
Fort  Detroit  flands  at  the  end  of  Lake  Erie,  on  j 

* This,  no  doubt,  is  in  addition  to  their  pay  as  foldiers.—  j 

Tranjlator. 

+ . Fort  Niagara,  as  well  as  the  other  forts  mentioned  by 
the  Author,  were  furrendered  up  to  the  Americans  in  July,  j 

1796 . — T ran  flat  or. 
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the  ftrait  or  river,  which  feparates  it  from  Lake 
St.  Clair.  It  was  eredted  about  the  year  1740. 
The  inhabitants  are  moftly  French,  and  confift 
of  about  three  hundred  families.  It  is  faid  to 
be  in  a very  fiourifhing  condition.  About  one 
hundred  artillerymen  are  diftributed  in  Detroit, 
Fort  Niagara,  and  fome  other  places,  which  I 
fhall  have  occafion  to  mention.  The  troops  ge- 
nerally remain  feven  years  in  Canada,  during 
which  time  the  garrifons  relieve  each  other  every 
year.  But  the  war  in  Europe,  and  the  fear  of  a 
rupture  with  America,  have  occafioned  various 
alterations  in  thefe  ordinary  arrangements.  The 
regiments  now  remain  three  years  in  the  fame 
place ; a change,  with  which  they  alone  are 
pleafed,  to  whofe  lot  it  falls  to  garrifon  the  fmall 
forts.  For  the  fame  reafons,  the  regiments  at 
prefent  have  but  half  their  complements. 

A ftore-houfe,  belonging  to  a private  gentle- 
man, is  alfo  included  within  Fort  Erie,  but  Hands 


apart  from  the  buildings,  which  appertain  to  go- 
vernment. In  this  magazine  are  warehoufed  all 
the  good?,  which  come  upwards,  and  are  deft  in - 
ed  for  Detroit,  as  well  as  thofe  which  go  down 
the  river  to  Niagara,  Kingfton,  Montreal,  Que- 
bec, &c.  They  are  forwarded  to  their  places  of 
deftination,  either  in  boats,  when  they  go  down 
the  river,  or  in  large  veftels,  when  they  are  deft 
V OL*  I.  C c lined 


386 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


lined  for  Detroit.  The  trade  on  Lake  Erie  is 
carried  on  in  four  or  five  merchantmen,  befides 
three  or  four  armed  yachts  belonging  to  the  king. 

Peltry  is  the  chief  commodity  exported  from 
Detroit  ; but  we  alfo  faw  feveral  calks  of  very 
fine  maple  fugar,  made  by  the  Indians.  We 
were  informed,  that  the  quantity  of  this  article, 
which  paffes  yearly  through  this  place,  is  very 
confiderable ; but  were  not  able  to  learn  its  ex- 
ad;  value  in  money.  The  owner  of  the  ftore- 
houfe  hires,  at  times,  about  twenty  Canadians, 
for  the  fhipping  and  unfliipping  of  the  goods,  for 
carrying  them  into  the  magazine,  and  tranfport- 
ing  the  boats  by  land  to  the  lower  country.  The 
Canadians  no  fooner  learned,  that  we  were 
Frenchmen,  than  they  exprefled  to  us  a fatisfac- 
tion,  attachment,  and  refped,  repeated  demon- 
itrations  of  which  our  peculiar  fituation  obliged 
us  to  avoid. 

The  Chippaway,  a king’s  yacht,  commanded 
by  Captain  Kara,  arrived  here  during  our  refi- 
dence  in  the  fort.  He  had  been  feven  days  paf- 
fing  the  drait,  which  fhips  frequently  clear  in  two 
days. 

Hard  cafh  or  fpecie  is  extremely  fcarce  in  this 
corner  of  the  world.  It  can  come  only  from 
Lower  Canada,  but  they  like  to  keep  it  in  Que- 
bec and  Montreal.  Nay,  the  pay-mafler  of  the 

troops, 


NORTH  AMERICA  CANADA,  &C*  38? 

troops,  on  pretence  that  the  conveyance  is  dan- 
gerous, fends  no  fpecie  for  the  troops,  though  he 
receives  their  pay  in  hard  cadi.  He  could  molt 
certainly  not  refufe  it  to  the  paymaflers  of  the 
regiments,  if,  for  that  purpofe,  they  proceeded 
to  Montreal  or  Quebec,  where  he  refides.  But 
to  undertake  this  journey  at  the  expence  of  the 
corps,  would  occafion  too  confiderable  a deduc- 
tion from  their  money,  which  fhould  reach  its 
deftination  without  the  lead:  diminution.  He 
accordingly  remits  it  in  bills  of  exchange,  which 
are  paid  in  paper-money,  that  every  one  makes 
to  any  amount  he  choofes,  and  which  neverthe- 
lefs  is  univerfally  received  with  a degree  of  confi- 
dence, equal  to  that  which  obtained  in  France  in 
the  fecond  year  of  the  revolution.  There  are 
notes  of  this  kind  of  only  two  pence  in  value* 
They  are  fmall  flips  of  paper,  either  written  or 
printed,  frequently  without  any  fignature,  and 
moftly  effaced  and  torn. 

During  our  dinner  feveral  Indians  arrived  in 
boats.  They  formed  a fmall  camp  on  the  bank 
of  the  river,  which  we  vifited  on  our  return.  We 
experienced  from  them  the  moft  cordial  recep- 
tion, to  which,  perhaps,  the  ftate  of  one  of  our 
companions,  not  diffimilar  to  that  in  which  moft 
of  thefe  drinkers  of  rum  found  themfelves,  contri- 
buted not  a little. 
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Sunday , the  2\Jl  of  June . 

After  a hearty  breakfaft  on  board  the  Chip- 
paway  frigate,  where  we  learned,  that  this  veffel, 
which  is  about  four  hundred  tuns  burthen,  and 
pierced  for  fixteen  guns,  cofl  five  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  !— a proof  of  the  enormous  price 
of  labour  in  this  country— we  embarked  for 
Chippaway.  Major  Pratt  infilled  on  our  taking 
our  paffage  in  a velfel  belonging  to  government* 
as  he  had  particular  orders  to  that  effect.  He 
manned  it  with  fix  foldiers,  who  were  excellent 
hands  at  rowing  ; and  alfo  directed  Lieutenant 
Faulkner  to  attend  us  as  far  as  Niagara.  No 
denial,  on  our  part,  could  prevail  with  him  to 
withhold  this  a£t  of  civility,  which,  even  during 
my  profperity,  would  have  embarrafled  me,  and 
which  now  bore  the  appearance  of  fcorn  rather 
than  politenefs.  We  were,  therefore,  obliged 
to  fubmit,  and  to  affiime  the  air  of  perfons, 
whofe  rank  demanded  this  diftin&ion.  We 
were  now  approaching  the  profpedl  of  the  Grand 
Catara6l  of  Niagara,  one  of  the  principal  objects 
of  our  journey,  and  which  I had  long  defired  to 
fee.  We  formed,  every  one  of  us,  different 
ideas  of  this  waterfall,  according  to  our  different 
powers  of  fancy ; each  ftroke  of  the  oars  brought 
us  nearer  to  it,  and  our  attention  being  entirely 

turned 
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turned  to  difcover  the  foam,  and  hear  the  noife, 
we  took  but  little  notice  of  the  banks  of  the 
river,  which,  on  the  fide  of  Canada,  are  tolerably 
fettled,  of  the  uncommon  width  of  its  channel, 
or  the  majeftic  courfe  of  its  ftream.  At  laft  we 
heard  the  noife,  and  perceived  the  fpray.  The 
weather  was  rather  unfavourable,  fo  that  we  could 
not,  at  any  confiderable  diftance,  enjoy  this  grand 
ipe&acle.  The  rapidity  of  the  ftream,  which  is 
perceptible  feveral  miles  from  the  falls,  foon  car- 
ried us  to  Chippaway.  A whole  mile  before  you 
reach  that  place,  you  muft  keep  clofe  under  the 
fhore,  without  which  precaution  the  ftream 
would  foon  involve  the  boat,  and  irrefiftibly  hurl 
it  to  deftruftion.  You  muft  even  make  the  ut- 
moft  exertion  in  rowing  to  remount  the  Chippa- 
way Creek,  from  which  the  fort  takes  its  name. 

We  had  no  fooner  landed,  than,  with  the 
utmoft  impatience,  we  haftened  to  the  falls, 
fcarcely  returning  with  due  attention  the  civili- 
ties we  experienced  from  Captain  Hamilton, 
commandant  of  the  fort.  We  accepted,  how- 
ever, his  invitation  to  dinner,  which  on  our  account 
he  kindly  deferred  until  four  o’clock,  mounted 
our  horfes,  and,  with  Lieutenant  Faulkner,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  falls.  The  diftance  of  Chippaway 
from  the  falls,  in  a ftraight  line,  is  but  a mile 
and  a half ; but  the  banks  of  the  river  form  fb 

C c 3 many 


300  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

many  flexures,  that  the  road,  which  winds  along 
them,  is  three  miles  long. 

At  Chippaway  the  grand  fpeCtacle  begins.  The 
river,  which  has  been  conftantly  expanding  from 
Fort  Erie  to  this  place,  is  here  upwards  of  three 
miles  wide  ; but  on  a fudden  it  is  narrowed,  and 
the  rapidity  of  the  ftream  redoubled  by  the  de- 
clivity of  the  ground  on  which  it  flows,  as  well 
as  the  fudden  contraction  of  its  bed.  The 
channel  is  rocky  ; and  the  interfperfed  fragments 
of  rocks  encreafe  the  violence  of  the  ftream. 
The  country  is  flat  and  even  to  this  point ; but 
here  a range  of  white  rocks  arifes  on  each  fide  of 
the  river,  which  is  contracted  to  half  a mile’s 
breadth.  This  range  is  a branch  of  the  Alleg- 
hany mountains*,  which,  proceeding  from  Flo- 
rida, previoufly  to  their  reaching  this  point,  in- 
terfeCl  the  whole  continent  of  America.  The 
river,  more  clofely  hemmed  in  by  the  rocks  on 
the  right,  incroaching  upon  its  channel,  branches 
into  two  arms,  one  of  which  flows  along  the 
bank,  formed  by  the  rocks  on  the  right ; and  the 
other,  far  more  confiderable,  being  feparated  by 

* This  principal  ridge  of  the  Alleghany  mountains,  which 
extend  north-eaft  and  fouth-eafl,  nearly  parallel  to  the  fea 
coaft,  about  nine  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  from  fixty  to, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  and  two  hundred  miles  in  breadth,  is 
delcriptively  named  the  back-bone  of  the  United  States .— 
TranJIo 
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a fmall  illand*  makes  ftraight  on  to  the  left*  and 
1 weeps  through  a bafon  of  ftone*  which  it  fills 
with  much  foam  and  noife.  At  length*  being 
again  obffcru&ed  by  other  rocks*  which  it  meets 
on  its  right,  it  alters  its  courfe  with  redoubled 
violence*  and  along  with  the  right  arm  rallies 
down  a perpendicular  ledge  of  rocks  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty  feet  high*,  nearly  half  concave, 
and  probably  worn  out  by  the  incefiant  impe- 
tuofity  of  the  waters.  Its  width  is  nearly  equal 
to  that  of  its  bed,  the  uniformity  of  which  is 
only  interrupted  by  an  ifland*  which  feparates 
the  two  arms,  refts  unfhaken  on  its  rocky  balls, 
and  feems,  as  it  were*  to  fwim  between  the  two 
ftreams,  which  rufh  down  at  once  into  this  ftu- 
pendous  chafm.  The  waters  of  the  lakes  Erie, 
Michigan*  St.  Clair*  Huron*  and  Lake  Superiour, 
and  of  the  numerous  rivers*  emptying  them- 
felves  into  thefe  lakes,  incelfantly  replace  the 
water  that  thus  dallies  down.  The  water  of 
the  falls  tumbles  perpendicularly  on  the  rocks. 
Its  colour  is,  at  times,  a dark  green*  at  others  a 
foaming  white,  brilliant  throughout*  and  dif- 
playing  a thoufand  variegations,  as  it  is  ftruck  by 
the  rays  of  the  fun*  or,  according  to  the  time 

■*  Other  accounts  fay,  that  the  perpendicular  height  at  the 
cataraft  is  only  one  hundred  and  thirty-feven  or  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet >'—TranJl, 
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of  the  day,  the  ftate  of  the  atmofphere,  the 
force  of  the  wind,  &c.  The  water,  which  rufhes 
down  the  rocks,  rifes  in  part  in  a thick  column 
of  mift,  often  towering  above  the  height  of  the 
falls,  and  mixing  with  the  clouds.  The  remain- 
der, broken  in  its  perpendicular  defcent  by  frag- 
ments of  rocks,  is  in  continual  agitation  ; fpouts 
and  foams,  and  cafts  on  fhore  logs  of  wood,  whole 
trees,  boats,  and  wrecks,  which  the  ftream  has 
fwept  along  in  its  courfe.  The  bed  of  the  river, 
formed  by  the  two  ridges  of  rocks  which  extend 
a great  way  farther,  is  {till  more  narrowed,  as  if  I 
part  of  this  mighty  ftream  had  v|nifhed  during 
the  fall,  or  were  fw allowed  up  by  the  earth.  The 
noife,  agitation,  irregularity,  and  rapid  defcent  of 
the  ftream,  continue  feven  or  eight  miles  farther 
on,  and  the  river  does  not  become  fufficiently 
placid  for  a fafe  paffage  till  it  reaches  Queens- 
town*, nine  miles  from  the  falls. 

I crept  down  to  the  cataraCt  ; the  defcent  is 
very  difficult ; perpendicular  fteps,  hewn  out  of 
trees,  caverns,  and  projecting  rocks,  the  fcattered 
fragments  of  which  warn  the  traveller  of  the 
danger  from  the  defcent,  without  offering  any 
hold,  except  fome  decayed  bufhes,  which  the  im-  j 
prudent  adventurer,  who  ftiould  place  any  depen-  | 

* In  Upper  Canada,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ftraits  of 
Niagara.— Tranfi* 
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dence  on  them,  would  carry  with  him  into  the 
unfathomed  abyfs.  Every  thing  feems  calcu- 
lated to  ftrike  with  terror  ; but  curiofity  is  as 
heedlefs  as  any  other  paffion.  The  certain  pro- 
fpec?c  of  a fplendid  fortune  would  hardly  induce 
me  to  attempt,  what  I at  this  moment  did  from 
the  mere  impulfe  of  curiofity.  I frequently 
crawled  along  on  both  hands  ; the  zeal  with 
which  I purfued  my  objedt  gave  me  a dexterous 
activity,  which  I was  not  confcious  of  poffeffing* 
I feveral  times  abandoned  myfelf  entirely  to 
chance,  and  thus  1 toiled  a mile  and  half  to  reach 
the  foot  of  this  ftupendous  cataradl.  The  pleaf- 
ing  confcioufnefs  of  having  attained  our  end  is  the 
only  reward  of  the  exertions,  by  which  we  have 
obtained  fuccefs.  In  the  courfe  of  our  life  we 
frequently  meet  with  fimilar  inftances. 

Near  this  fpot  is  a whirlpool,  the  fpray  of  which 
drenches  your  clothes  even  at  a diftance.  The 
columns  of  foam,  arifing  from  the  falls,  mix 
again  with  the  defcending  ftream.  The  bafon 
itfelf  is  hidden  by  this  thick  cloud,  and  the  tre- 
mendous noife,  which  is  more  violent  here  than 
any  where  elfe,  is  the  only  enjoyment  to  be  at- 
tained. You  may  proceed  a few  paces  on  pieces 
of  rock,  lying  between  the  column  of  water  and 
the  rocks  from  which  it  rufhes  down  ; but  here 

you 
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you  are  completely  fequeftered  from  the  world, 
you  are  even  deprived  of  the  profpedt  of  the  falls 
by  the  column  of  water,  which,  by  its  denfity  and 
motion,  intercepts  the  free  accefs  of  air  to  fuch 
a degree,  that  fuffocation  muft  unavoidably  be 
the  refult  of  a long  continuance  in  this  place. 

It  is  impoffible  to  defcribe  the  impreffion, 
which  this  cataradl  made  upon  our  minds. 
Fancy,  which  had  long  cherilhed  the  hope  of 
viewing  it,  now  offered  pictures,  which  might 
feem  exaggerated,  yet  were  much  inferior  to  the 
reality.  To  attempt  a defcription  of  the  im- 
preffion we  felt,  would  be  equivalent  to  a def- 
cription of  the  falls  ; an  attempt  far  exceeding 
our  powers.  The  enthufiafm,  which  feizea  my 
foul  at  the  afpeft  of  this  magnificent  fpedlacle, 
was  too  powerful  to  be  weakened  by  our  unplea- 
fant  journey  back  to  the  Fort ; and  it  wTas  not 
until  I arrived  at  Captain  Hamilton’s,  that  I 
found  leifure  to  notice  my  wearinefs,  my  hunger, 
my  bruifes,  the  miferable  condition  of  my  clothes, 
and  the  time  of  the  day.— It  was  two  o’clock. 

Poor  Lieutenant  Faulkner,  who  thought  him- 
felf  obliged  to  attend  my  Highnefs , unfortunately 
partook  not  of  my  enthufiafm,  but  merely  affoci- 
ated  in  my  ftmggles  with  various  obftacles,  and 
bore  his  ftare  of  contufions  and  fatigue.  In 

fpite 
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fpite  of  his  exceffive  politenefs,  he  fcemed  ex- 
tremely fad  and  dull,  until  fome  glafles  of  wine 
had  cheered  up  his  fpirits. 

Captain  Hamilton,  commandant  of  Fort  Chip- 
paway,  which  is  even  inferior  in  ftrength  to  Fort^ 
Erie,  was  fo  kind  as  to  detain  us  to  dinner.  The 
ennui  naturally  refulting  from  this  dreary  poft,  the 
moft  dull  of  any,  is  beguiled  by  the  fociety  of  a 
handfome,  fweet,  and  lovely  wife,  and  fix  chil- 
dren, who  conftantly  furround  him.  They  both 
received  us  in  that  plain,  cordial,  andeafy  manner, 
which  charadterifes  perfons  who  have  conftantly 
frequented  the  beft  fociety. 

Chippaway  was  formerly  the  chief  place  of  an 
Indian  tribe,  which  now  inhabits  the  borders  of 
Virginia.  The  carriage  rendered  neceffary  by 
the  water-fall  and  its  continued  effedts  ends  here. 
Previous  to  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783,  veflels 
were  laden  and  difcharged  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  river  near  fort  Sluftier  *,  oppofite  Chippaway. 

Befides  the  barracks,  here  as  at  Fort  Erie,  are 
ftore-houfes,  which  belong  to  government ; and 
others,  appertaining  to  merchants.  The  whole 
village  confifts  of  a tolerable  inn,  and  a fmall 
number  of  other  houfes  ; the  ftagnant  water  of 

* The  author  mifnaUies  the  fort,  which  he  calls  fort  Skuy- 
ler. — Tranjl. 
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the  creek  renders  it  very  unhealthy,  and  to  this' 
circumftance  are  imputed  the  endemic  fevers, 
which  every  year  afflid  the  inhabitants  of  this 
place. 

Monday , the  22  d of  June. 

We  left  Chippaway  early  in  the  morning,  with 
an  intention  of  once  more  vifiting  the  falls.  The 
rain,  which  fell  in  torrents,  could  not  deter  us 
from  our  defign.  I faw  it  now  from  a fpot,  from 
which  Mr.  de  Blacons  had  viewed  it  the  preced- 
ing evening,  and  to  which  he  defired  to  condud 
us.  This  place  is  known  in  the  country  by  the 
name  of  Table-Rock,  and  forms  a part  of  the  rock 
over  which  the  river  precipitates  itfelf.  You  here 
Hand  in  the  midft  of  its  bed,  and  almoft  in  the  wa- 
ter, fo  that  you  can,  with  perfed  fafety,  fee  the 
river  rufhing  down  at  your  feet ; but,  advancing 
only  two  paces,  you  would  be  hurried  to  deftruc- 
tion.  On  this  fpot  you  alfo  enjoy  the  beautiful 
profped  of  the  foaming  water  dalhing  along  over 
the  rapids  of  the  awful  fall,  from  which  you  are 
not  feparated  by  any  intervening  objed,  and  of 
the  tremendous  whirlpool,  which  engulfs  it.  It 
is  from  this fpot , that  this  wonder  of  nature  fhould 
be  viewed,  if  you  would  fee  it  but  from  one  fpot . 
But  it  ought  to  be  contemplated  from  all  fides ; 

your 
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your  aftonifhment  will  conftantly  rife,  and  you 
will  behold  and  admire  in  awful  filence. 

The  defcent  is  more  eafy  to  the  Table-rock 
than  to  any  other  fpot.  It  is  much  to  be  regret- 
ted, that  the  government  of  a people,  which  fur-^ 
paffes  all  other  nations  for  fondnefs  in  travelling 
and  curiofity,  fhould  not  have  provided  convenient 
places  for  obferving  this  celebrated  phenomenon, 
at  all  poffible  points  of  view.  It  is  pleaded  in  ex- 
cufe,  that  the  number  of  travellers,  whom  cu- 
riofity  leads  to  this  fpot,  is  inconfiderable  ; that 
even  they,  who  travel  this  way  on  account  of  bu~ 
fmefs,  and  flop  here  to  view  the  falls,  are  few  in 
number ; that  only  hunting  Indians  and  idle  chil- 
dren form  the  idea  of  creeping  down  to  the  falls  ; 
and  that  confequently  nobody  would  be  benefited 
by  the  money  expended  in  providing  an  eafy  ac- 
cefs.  Yet  all  thefe  pleas  cannot  juftify  a faving 
of  thirty  dollars,  for  which  expence  the  greatefi 
curiofity  in  the  know  n world  Would  be  rendered 
acceffible. 

It  is  fuperfluous  to  mention,  that,  notwith- 
Handing  the  feverity  of  the  winter  in  this  coun~ 
try,  the  cat ar aft,  as  well  as  the  river  above  it, 
are  never  frozen.  But  this  is  not  the  cafe  with 
the  lakes,  and  fmaller  rivers,  which  fupply  it  with 
water.  Enormous  flakes,  of  ice  rufh  conilantly 
down  this  cataradt,  when  the  thaw  fets  in,  with- 
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out  being  entirely  dathed  to  pieces  on  the  rocks ; 
and  thus  are  frequently  piled  in  huge  mafies,  up 
to  half  its  height.  With  the  noife,  occafioned 
by  the  falls,  we  were  lefs  {truck  than  we  expect- 
ed ; and  -Mr.  Guillemard,  as  well  as  myfelf,  who 
had  both  feen  the  Rhine-fall  near  Schafhaufen, 
could  not  but  acknowledge,  that  the  noife  it  pro- 
duces is  far  more  ttriking.  Yet,  I muft  repeat 
it  again  and  again,  that  nothing  can  ttand  the  tett 
of  comparifon  with  the  Falls  of  Niagara.  Let  no 
one  expeCt  to  find  here  fomething  pleating,  wildly 
beautiful  or  romantic ; all  is  wonderfully  grand, 
awful,  fublime ; every  power  of  the  foul  is  ar- 
retted ; the  impreffion  ttrikes  deeper,  the  longer 
you  contemplate,  and  you  feel  more  ttrongly  the 
impoffibility  of  any  expreflions  doing  juftice  to 
your  perceptions  and  feelings. 

About  a mile  above  the  falls,  two  corn- mills 
and  two  fa w- mills  have  been  conttruCted  in  the 
large  bafon,  formed  by  the  river  on  the  left.  We 
examined,  with  peculiar  attention,  the  mott  dif- 
tant  of  them.  It  is  the  mott  remarkable  chiefly 
on  this  account,  that  the  logs  are  cut  here  into 
boards,  thrown  into  the  Chippaway  creek  near 
its  mouth,  and  by  means  of  a fmall  lock  con- 
veyed into  a canal,  formed  within  the  bed  of  the 
river  by  a double  row  of  logs  of  timber,  fattened 
together  and  floating  on  the  water.  The  break- 
ing 
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mg  of  thefe  is  prevented  by  other  large  balks 
floating  at  a certain  diftance  from  each  other, 
which  form,  as  it  were,  the  bafis  of  this  artificial 
canal.  The  water  retains  in  this  canal  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  current,  and  conveys  the  logs  into 
the  lower  part  of  the  mill,  where,  by  the  fame 
machinery  which  moves  the  faws,  the  logs  are 
lifted  upon  the  jack  and  cut  into  boards.  Only 
two  faws  at  a time  are  employed  in  this  mill, 
j The  power  of  the  water  is  almoft  boundlefs, 

! but  the  prefent  wants  of  the  country  do  not  re- 

1 quire  a greater  number  of  faws.  The  very  in- 
telligent owner  of  the  mill  has  conftrucfted  it  on 
a plan,  which  admits  of  the  addition  of  a greater 
number  of  courfes,  according  as  thefe  lhall  be 
required  by  an  increafed  confumption.  On  the 
fame  principle  he  has  built  his  corn-mill,  which 
has  at  prefent  only  four  courfes.  The  miller’s 
dues  for  grinding,  as  fixed  by  the  legiflative 
power,  amounts  to  a twelfth  throughout  all  Up- 
per Canada,  and  for  fawing  logs  to  a moiety  of 
the  wood  fawed. 

In  the  courfe  of  laft  year  a fulphureous  Ipring 
was  difcovered  at  a few  yards  diftance  from  the 
bank  of  the  river,  which  was,  however,  filled  up  by 
the  fall  of  earth  crumbling  from  its  verge.  This 
fpring  has  again  of  late  fhewn  itfelf  in  the  canal, 
which  conveys  the  blocks  to  the  mill.  A ftone, 

laid 
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laid  over  the  fpring,  prevents  its  water  from  be-* 
ing  mixed  with  that  of  the  river.  On  the  ap- 
proach of  a fire-brand  the  vapour  or  fleam 
kindles,  affumes  the  colour  of  burning  fpirit  of 
wine,  and  burns  down  to  the  bottom.  Much 
time  will  probably  elapfe,  before  an  enquiry  fhali 
be  inflituted,  whether  this  fpring  be  endowed 
with  any  medicinal  powers. 

An  iron-mine,  too,  has  lately  been  difcovered 
near  Chippaway  creek.  A company  has  aflb- 
ciated  for  the  working  of  this  mine,  and  refolved 
on  erecting  an  iron-forge  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
falls.  But  this  they  dare  not  eflablifh  without 
the  governor’s  permiffion ; for  the  mother  coun- 
try flill  perfifls  in  fupplying  all  its  colonies  with 
its  own  manufactures  ; and  refufes  to  relinquifh  a 
monopoly,  that  has  already  cofl  it  that  part  of 
America,  which  compofes  the  United  States 
But  the  company  hope  to  obtain  the  defired  per* 
million. 

The  land  all  along  the  road  from  Chippaway 
to  New  York  is  feemingly  good,  though  not  of 
the  befl  quality,  and  exhibits  a confiderable  num- 
ber of  dwelling- houfes.  The  grants  of  land,  made 
by  government  in  this  country,  are  fome  of  them 

* Impolitic  difputes,  chiefly  relative  to  the  right  of  tax- 
ation, not  this  monopoly,  occafloned  the  difmemberment  of 
the  Britiib  Empire  in  America. — Tranfl . 
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of  a recent,  others  of  a more  ancient  date ; the 
firft  fettlements  are  hardly  ten  years  old,  and  the 
major  part  only  three  or  four.  The  houfes,  en- 
tirely built  with  logs,  are  better  conftruiled,  and 
more  cleanly  than  in  moft  other  parts  of  the 
United  States.  The  mode  of  agriculture  appears 
to  be  much  the  fame,  as  in  other  .parts  of  the 
Union.  The  common  price  of  land  in  this 
neighbourhood  is  one  pound.  New  York  cur- 
rency, or  two  dollars  and  half  an  acre,  if  the  pro- 
portion of  the  cleared  ground  to  the  wooded  be  as 
forty  to  two  hundred,  or  nearly  fo.  Peculiar  cir- 
cumftances,  a favourable  fituation,  more  exten 
five  buildings,  &c.  enhance  the  price.  Through- 
put this  whole  trail  of  country,  labourers  are 
not  eafily  procured ; and  they  receive,  befides 
their  board,  from  five  to  fix  fhillings  per  day.  v 
The  winter  continues  only  from  the  middle  of 
December  to  the  beginning  of  April. 

The  roads  from  fort  Erie  to  Newark  are  toler- 
ably open,  and  lie  for  the  moft  part  over  a fandy 
ground,  which  renders  it  more  eafy  to  keep  them 
in  repair.  The  frequent  paffage  to  and  fro,  in 
this  part  of  the  country,  does  not  deftroy  them* 
Such  commodities,  as  are  deftined  for  the  upper 
country,  are  unfhipped  in  Queen’s  Town,  and 
goods,  expedited  from  it,  are  embarked  in  this 
place.  The  different  buildings,  conftruited  three 
Vol.  I.  D d years 
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years  ago , confift  of  a tolerable  inn,  two  or  three 
good  flore-houfes,  fome  fmall  houfes,  a block- 
honfe  of  ftone,  Covered  with  iron,  and  barracks, 
which  fhould  be  occupied  by  the  regiment  of  Ge- 
neral Simcoe,  but  which  are  now  unoccupied,  the 
regiment  being  quartered  in  another  part  of  the 
province.  Mr.  Hamilton,  an  opulent  merchant, 
who  is  concerned  in  the  whole  inland  trade  of  this 
part  of  America,  poffeffes,  in  Queen’s  Town,  a 
very  fine  houfe,  built  in  the  Englilh  ftyle ; he  has 
alfo  a farm,  a diftillery,  and  tan -yard.  This  mer- 
chant bears  an  excellent  character ; he  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  Legiflature  of  Upper  Canada,  but  at 
prefent  in  England. 

The  portage  was  formerly  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river ; but  as  this,  by  virtue  of  the  treaty, 
falls  under  the  American  dominion  ; government 
has  removed  it  hither.  The  whole  country, 
though  extremely  fandy,  is  covered  with  oak, 
chefnuts,  and  fine  hickory  trees,  and  fuch  parts, 
as  are  better  watered,  bear,  in  common  with  all 
other  parts  of  America,  afh  and  maple-trees. 

It  was  on  this  fpot,  that  Mr.  de  la  Jon- 
quiere,  commiffioned  by  the  French  Court  to 
fecure  the  free  navigation  of  the  lakes  to  French 
traders,  formed  his  firft  fettlements,  which  by  per- 
miffion,  and  under  the  protection  of  the  Indian 
tribe  of  the  Y onnowfhou ans,  (who,  with  many 

other 
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other  tribes,  have  vanilhed  from  this  part  of  the 
globe),  were  afterwards  transferred  to  Niagara. 

From  the  civil  treatment  we  experienced,  as 
foon  as  we  reached  the  boundaries  of  the  govern- 
ment of  General  Simcoe,  we  could  not  but  ex- 
pedt  a kind  reception  on  his  part ; and  yet  the 
event  exceeded  our  expectation.  No  fooner  was 
he  informed  of  our  arrival,  than  he  fent  his  adju- 
tant-general to  invite  us  to  dinner.  Having  juft 
alighted  from  his  horfe,  he  could  not  come  him- 
felf.  We  accepted  his  invitation,  and  Ihortly  af- 
ter dinner,  he  entreated  us  to  remain  with  him, 
to  fleep  in  his  houfe,  and  confider  ourfelves  as  at 
home.  To  refufe  this  invitation  would  have  ill 
correfponded  with  the  politenefs  of  his  condud, 
of  the  fincerity  of  which  we  were  convinced. 
By  accepting  it,  we  greatly  promoted  our  own 
convenience,  as  we  had  no  viftts  to  pay  in  the 
town,  which  is  full  half  a mile  diftant  from  the 
Governor’s  houfe,  and  could  not  but  exped  to 
be  moft  agreeably  entertained  in  his  fociety,  and 
to  obtain  from  him  the  moft  fatisfaClory  infor- 
mation refpeding  the  country,  which  fo  forci- 
bly engaged  our  curiofity  and  attention. 

We  foon  underftood,  that  we  fhould  be  oblig- 
ed to  continue  longer  in  Niagara  than  we  origi- 
nally defigned.  On  my  acquainting  General  Sim- 
D d 2 coe 


404 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


coe  with  my  intention  to  proceed  to  Quebec,  he 
informed  me,  that,  without  the  exprefs  permiflion 
of  Lord  Dorchester,  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  allow  any  foreigner  to  enter  Lower  Canada ; 
he  even  lhewed  us  the  Governor-general’s  pofi- 
tive  orders  to  that  effedt,  iffued  in  the  month  of 
Odfober,  and  occafioned  by  the  condudl  of  fome 
Frenchmen.  Although  the  wife  meafures  of  pre- 
vention, adopted  by  the  Governor-general,  as  well 
as  all  other  fteps  tending  to  avert  a revolution, 
met  with  my  fulleft  approbation ; yet  I could 
not  but  find  it  extremely  unpleafant,  that  Mr. 
Hammond  in  fo  pofitive  a manner  fhould  have 
allured  me  of  Lord  Dorchefter’s  perfedt  concur-* 
rence  with  him  on  the  fcore  of  my  intended 
journey.  On  his  aflerting,  that  a paflport,  grant- 
ed by  him,  was  the  only  fufficient  mean  to  ena- 
ble a foreigner  to  proceed  from  the  United  States 
into  Lower  Canada;  1 entreated  him,  in  addi- 
tion to  this  paflport,  to  write  a letter  to  Lord 
Dorchefter,  who,  by  ordering  the  lubordinate 
commander  to  let  us  pafs,  would  have  faved  us  a 
tedious  delay  in  our  journey,  and  the  uneafinefs 
naturally  arifing  from  our  incommoding  Gover- 
nor Simcoe  for  fuch  a length  of  time.  Yet,  we 
were  neceffnated  to  conceal  our  difTatisfadHon, 
and  wait  until  Lord  Dorchefter  could  fend  his 
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&nfwer  to  Kingfton,  to  which  I requefted  him  to 
direxft  it. 

I employed  my  long  refidence  in  Niagara,  to 
acquire  fome  knowledge  of  the  country,  the  at- 
tainment of  which  was  greatly  facilitated  by  the 
generous  opennefs  of  Governor  Simcoe, 

So  late  as  in  the  year  1 7Q 1 > the  adminiftration 
of  Upper  Canada  was  feparated  from  that  of 
Lower  Canada.  It  formerly  conftituted  a part 
of  the  province  of  Quebec.  The  adminiftration 
of  it  was  much  the  fame  as  that  of  the  Englifh 
colonies,  and  depended  entirely  on  the  will  and 
pleafure  of  the  Governor ; yet  was  undoubtedly 
here  conducted  with  ftill  more  precaution,  not 
only  becaufe  Lord  Dorchefter,  by  all  accounts,  is 
a man  of  a mild  and  juft  difpofttion,  but  alfo  be- 
caufe the  leflon,  given  by  the  United  States,  will 
not  prove  altogether  fruitlefs.  The  Britifli  Parlia- 
ment, at  the  fame  time  when  it  divided  thefe 
two  tradls  of  the  province  of  Quebec  into  Upper 
and  Lower  Canada,  gave  them  a reprefentative 
form  of  government,  which,  though  all  the 
fprings  of  this  political  machine  are  yet  in  the 
hands  of  the  Governor-general,  is  framed  in  fuch 
a manner,  that  if  this  country  fhould  grow  more 
populous,  more  opulent  and  enlightened,  it  will 
not  prove  an  arduous  talk*  to  refcue  the  manage- 
ment of  public  affairs  from  this  influence,  which 
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at  prefent  is  very  greats  and,  in  the  adtual  ftate  oi 
things,  perhaps  abfolutely  neceffary. 

Lord  Dorchefter  is  Governor-general  of  the 
Britilh  poffeffions  in  North  America ; the  gover- 
nors of  the  different  provinces  are  only  lieu- 
tenant-governors ; who,  whenever  he  appears, 
yield  to  his  fuperior  authority ; and  are  alfo  re- 
fponfible  to  him  in  all  military  affairs,  if  they  be 
gentlemen  of  the  army,  which  is  by  no  means  an 
indifpenfible  qualification  for  the  place  of  a lieu- 
tenant-governor* In  regard  to  ftate-affairs  of 
whatever  nature  and  complexion,  the  lieutenant- 
governor  correfponds  immediately  with  the  Eng-  j 
lifh  miniftry.  It  is  from  them  he  receives  his  or- 
ders and  inftrudtions,  without  being  obliged  to 
communicate  them  to  the  governor-general,  who 
is  not  even  pofTeffed  of  the  right,  on  leaving  the 
different  diftridls  of  his  government,  to  give  the 
fmalleft  directions  for  what  is  to  be  done  during 
his  abfence.  For  this  reafon  the  Governor-gene- 
ral,  except  when  preffing  military  arrangements 
call  him  from  the  chief  town  of  his  government,  j 
conflantly  refides  there,  while  the  lieutenant-go- 
vernor, who  has  no  bufmefs  in  that  place,  keeps 
as  much  as  poffible  at  a diftance  from  it.  But 
as  no  accounts  of  any  public  expenditure  pafs, 
without  being  figned  by  the  Governor-general, 
he  poffeffes  a powerful  influence  over  all  forts  of 
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Operations  and  projedls,  which  at  leaft  require  his 
approbation ; an  influence  that  extends  through 
all  the  different  branches  of  his  government. 

The  Britifh  pofleffions  in  North  America  are 
divided  into  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  New 
Brunfwick,  and  Nova  Scotia.  Only  the  firft  two 
of  thefe  provinces  are  governed  by  the  new  con- 
ftitution.  The  others  are  governed  as  in  former 
times. 

The  boundary  between  Upper  and  Lower  Ca- 
nada lies  about  one  hundred  miles  above  Mon- 
treal*. The  extent  of  Upper  Canada  far  exceeds 
that  of  Lower  Canada,  as,  the  weftern  boundary 
being  undefined,  it  comprifes  all  the  known  and 
unknown  countries,  extending  as  far  as  the  Pa- 
cific or  Great  Sea,  and  is  bounded  northwards  alfb 
by  unknown  countries.  The  population  of  Lower 
Canada  is  eftimated  at  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
thoufand  fouls,  and  that  of  Upper  Canada  at  thirty 
thoufand,  but  this  eflimate  feems  rather  highf  * 

* The  line  between  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  commences 
at  a flone  boundary  on  the  N.  bank  of  Lake  St.  Francis,  in 
St.  Lawrence  River,  in  the  cove  W.  of  Point  au  Boudet , 
thence  northerly  to  Ottawas  River  and  to  its  fource  in  Lake 
Tomifcaning,  thence  due  N.  till  it  {hikes  the  boundary  of 
Hudfon’s  Bay  or  New  Britain.— Tranjl. 

f Dr.  Morse  eftimates  the  population  of  both  thefe  pro- 
vinces at  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  fouls.  Lower  Ca- 
nada, in  1794,  contained  one  hundred  and  thirteen  thou- 
fand and  twelve  inhabitants.— Tranfl, 
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The  leading  articles  of  the  new  conftitution  of 
Canada  are  as  follows  : 

That  the  Province  of  Quebec  be  divided  into 
two  provinces  ; Upper  and  Lower  Canada. 

That  it  have  two  houfes  of  legiflature ; one  he- 
reditary ; one  eleCtive. 

That  Upper  Canada  be  deftined  for  the  recep- 
tion chiefly  of  Britilh  fettlers. 

That  the  allotment  of  lands  in  Upper  Canada 
be,  under  certain  reftrictions,  left  to  the  authority 
of  the  local  legiflature. 

That  the  reprefentative  houfe  of  legiflature  be 
feptennially  eleCted. 

That  the  clergy  be  provided  for  by  an  ample 
allotment  of  lands,  amounting  to  one-feventh. 

That  certain  titles  of  honour  be  connected 
with  the  right  to  a feat  in  the  hereditary  houfe 
of  legiflature. 

That  the  liberty  of  introducing  more  or  lefs  of 
the  municipal  law  of  England  be  left  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Provincial  Affembly. 

Upper  Canada  is  a new  country,  or  rather  a 
country  yet  to  be  formed.  It  was  probably  for 
this  reafon  General  Simcoe  accepted  the  govern- 
ment of  it.  He  was  fully  awrare  of  the  -advan- 
tages, wdiich  his  native  land  might  derive  from 
fuch  a colony,  if  it  attained  perfection  ; and  ima- 
gined, that  means  might  be  found  adequate  to 
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this  purpofe.  This  hope  was  the  only  incitement, 
which  could  impel  a man  of  independent  fortune, 
and,  as  he  fays,  of  confined  wifh.es,  to  leave  the 
large  and  beautiful  eftates  he  poffefTes  In  England^ 
and  to  bury  himfelf  in  a wildernefs  among  bears 
and  favages.  Ambition  at  leaft  appears  not  to 
have  been  his  motive,  as  a man  in  General  Sim- 
coe’s  fituation  is  furnifhed  with  abundant  means 
of  diflinguilhing  himfelf  by  ufeful  activity,  with- 
out removing  to  a great  diflance  from  his  native 
country,  where,  in  fuch  a cafe,  he  is  almoft  fure 
of  being  forgotten.  But,  whatever  have  been  his 
motives,  his  defign  has  been  attended  with  confe- 
quences  highly  beneficial. 

The  plan  conceived  by  General  Simcoe  for 
peopling  and  improving  Upper  Canada  feems,  as 
far  as  he  has  communicated  it  to  us,  extremely 
wife  and  well  Arranged.  The  central  point  of  all 
his  fettlements,  and  of  the  population  of  this 
country,  he  means  to  place  between  Detroit  River 
and  the  plantations  already  eftablifhed  in  Lower 
Canada,  within  a fquare  formed  by  Lake  Ontario, 
Lake  Erie,  Detroit  River,  and  Lake  Huron. 
From  a fuppofition  that  the  Fort  of  Niagara  would 
certainly  remain  in  the  pofifeffion  of  the  Engliih, 
he  at  firfi:  intended  to  make  Newark  the  chief 
town  of  his  government.  But,  fmee  it  has  been 
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decided*,  that  this  fort  is  to  be  given  up,  he  has 
been  obliged  to  alter  his  plan.  A chief  town  or 
capital  muft  not  be  feated  on  the  frontiers,  and 
much  lefs  under  the  guns  of  the  enemy’s  fort.  He 
has  fmce  thought  of  York,  fituated  on  the  northern 
bank  of  Lake  Ontario,  nearly  oppofite  to  Nia- 
gara; It  is  in  this  place  he  has  quartered  his  re- 
giment, and  he  intends  to  remove  thither  him- 
felf  when  he  fiiall  withdraw  from  the  frontiers. 

York,  from  its  extent,  fecurity,  and  fituation, 
offers  an  excellent  road.  The  communication 
between  Lake  Ontario  and  Lake  Huron  is  facili- 
tated by  feveral  rivers  and  fmall  lakes.  The  fur- 
rounding  territory  poffelfes  a good  foil,  and  affords 
all  poffible  means  to  improve  the  trade  on  the 
lake.  Even  in  a military  point  of  view  its  fitua- 
tion  is  very  advantageous.  The  banks  of  Lake 
Ontario  are  likely  to  be  firft  peopled  by  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  to  become  moft  populous;  and  Lower 
Canada  will  always  prove  to  them  an  objedl  of 
jealoufy  and  envy  rather  than  Upper  Canada.  On 
this  ground  it  is  extremely  important,  to  choofe  a 

* By  the  Treaty  of  1794.— Tranjl. 

f Yorlq-defigned  to  be  the  feat  of  the  government  of  Up- 
per Canada,  is  fituated  on  the  north-weft  fide  of  Lake  On- 
tario, forty  miles  north  by  weft  from  Niagara  Fort,  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  weft-fouth-  weft  from  Kingfton.— TranJL 
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Situation,  which  renders  it  more  eafy  to  fuccour 
fuch  points  as  are  moft  expofed  to  an  attack.  Yet 
Governor  Simcoe  feems  to  have  relinquifhed  the 
idea  of  eftablifhing  his  refidence,  and  the  feat  of 
government,  at  York.  He  intends  to  remove 
them  to  the  banks  of  a river,  which  is  to  be  found 
in  all  maps  under  the  name  of  De  la  Franche, 
and  which  he  has  named  the  Thames.  This  ri- 
ver, which  rifes  between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake 
Ontario,  but  is  not  yet  fufficiently  explored,  is 
fuppofed  not  to  be  far  diftant  from  the  Miami  or 
Great  River.  It  flows  four  or  five  miles  in  a 
fouth-weft  diredion,  and  empties  itfelf  into  Lake 
St.  Clair.  It  is  the  Governor’s  intention,  to  build 
his  chief  town,  to  which  he  has  already  given  the 
name  of  London,  about  two  hundred  miles  dilu- 
tant from  this  lake.  A communication  between 
this  river  and  another,  which  falls  into  Lake 
Huron,  may  be  eafily  eftablifhed,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Gloucefter,  and  by  land-carriage  a communi- 
cation may  alfo  be  opened  with  Lake  Ontario. 
The  Governor  is  at  the  fame  time  m after  of  thefe 
two  lakes,  as  well  as  of  Lake  Erie,  which,  though 
fifteen  miles  diftant,  he  can  reach  without  any 
intervening  portage,  but  one  of  three  miles. 
Moreover,  that  part  of  Lake  Erie,  which  lies 
neareft  to  the  projected  capital  (Long  Point),  is 
exadly  the  moft  important  point  for  the  defence 
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of  the  lake,  and  on  this  point,  which  lies  oppofite 
to  the  American  fettlement  on  the  peninfula,  the 
Governor  means  to  form  a harbour,  and  ere£t 
confiderable  works  for  its  protection.  If  the  ca- 
pital be  fituated  on  this  fpot,  it  will  of  confequence 
enjoy  feveral  advantages,  befides  thofe  which 
York  would  afford.  It  Hands  nearer  to  the  centre 
of  the  expected  population ; is  more  remote  from 
the  parts  belonging  to  the  Indians  ; and  the  Go- 
vernor intends  to  flation  the  troops,  which  yet 
occupy  the  forts  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  Ameri- 
cans, in  the  polls  of  Gloucefter  on  Lake  Huron, 
of  Long  Point  on  Lake  Erie,  of  Michigan,  in  two 
or  three  towms,  which  are  to  be  built  on  the  banks 
of  the  Thames,  and  laftly  in  York,  This  intended 
capital  is  furrounded  by  all  poffible  means  of  de- 
fence, and  is  fo  fituated,  that  it  may  fpeedily 
give  fuccour,  wherever  it  may  be  wanted. 

From  the  readinefs  which  government  difplays 
in  granting  lands  gratis,  the  Governor  entertains 
not  the  leaft  doubt  of  foon  obtaining  a numerous 
population.  Many  families,  who  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  American  war  embraced  the  royal 
caufe,  have  fxnce  the  conclufion  of  peace  fettled 
on  lands,  which  w ere  bellowed  on  them  gratis. 
The  American  foldiers,  who  fought  under  the 
fame  unfortunate  banners,  obtained  alfo  an  in- 
demnification in  lands,  on  wdiich  moil  of  them 

have 
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have  fettled . All  officers,  who  ferved  in  that 
war,  are  likewife  entitled  to  fome  hundred  acres, 
a certain  number  of  which  are  already  cultivated 
by  them.  The  Governor  is  alfo  fanguine  in  his 
hopes  of  procuring  many  colonifts  from  the 
United  States ; he  relies  on  the  natural  fondnefs 
of  thefe  people  for  emigrating,  and  on  their  at- 
tachment to  the  Englifh  government.  There 
arrive  indeed  every  year  a confiderable  number  of 
families  from  different  parts  of  the  Union  ; they 
do  not  all  fettle,  it  is  true,  but  fome  remain  in 
the  country.  He  alfo  reckons  upon  drawing 
numerous  fettlers  from  New  Brunfwick,  who 
cannot  endure  the  climate  of  that  country.  And 
laftly,  the  confiderable  emigration  from  Europe, 
which  he  fancies  he  forefees,  affords  him  cer- 
tain hopes  of  obtaining  thence  a very  nume- 
rous population.  Yet,  by  his  account,  the  pre- 
vailing fentiments  of  the  people  render  the  ad- 
million  of  new  inhabitants,  who  prefent  them- 
felves,  rather  difficult ; efpecially  of  thofe,  wdio 
come  from  the  United  States.  For  this  reafon, 
he  fends  fuch  colonifts,  as  cannot  give  a fatisfac- 
tory  account  of  themfelves,  into  the  back  coun- 
try, and  ftations  foldiers  on  the  banks  of  the 
lakes,  which  are  in  front  of  them.  He  would 
admit  every  fuperannuated  foldier  of  the  Englifh 
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army,  and  all  officers  of  long  fervice,  who  are  on 
half  pay,  to  fhare  in  the  diftribution  of  fuch  lands 
as  the  King  had  a right  to  difpofe  of.  He  would 
difmifs  every  foldier,  now  quartered  in  Canada, 
and  give  him  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  as  foon 
as  he  ffiould  procure  a young  man  to  ferve  as  his 
fubftitute.  With  his  views  to  encreafe  the  po- 
pulation of  the  country,  he  blends  the  defign  of 
drawing  young  Americans  into  the  Englilh  fer- 
vice, by  which  he  will  augment  the  number  of 
American  families,  attached  to  the  King  of  Great 
Britain.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  families  of  foldiers, 
which  he  intends  to  fettle  on  the  lakes,  and  on 
all  the  frontiers  towards  the  United  States,  he 
means  to  place  all  the  officers,  who,  as  has  already 
been  obferved,  have  any  claim  on  the  lands.  He 
propofes  thus  to  form  a militia,  attached  to  the 
King  from  habit  and  gratitude ; and  this  he  con- 
fiders  as  one  of  the  moft  certain  means  for  fup- 
preffmg  the  difturbances,  which  might  be  excited 
by  fome  difaffeded  new  fettlers,  who  inhabit  the 
midland  counties,  and  at  the  fame  time  as  one  of 
the  belt  meafures  of  defence  in  cafe  of  an  attack. 
By  this  plan  of  fettling  ami  dll  the  foldiers  offi- 
cers and  gentlemen  of  refpedable  families,  whom 
he  hopes  to  attrad  from  England,  he  willies  to 
form  a clafs  of  gentry,  and  to  promote  more  or 
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lefs  the  execution  of  the  project*  clearly  difcerni- 
ble  in  the  new  conftitution*  to  introduce  into  the 
two  Canadas  an  hereditary  nobility. 

It  is  afferted,  that  all  Canada*  vaft  as  is  its  ex- 
tent* produces  not  the  neceffary  corn  for  the  con- 
ftimption  of  its  inhabitants  ; the  troops  are  fup- 
plied  with  flour  from  London*  and  with  fait  meat 
from  Ireland.  In  General  Simcoe’s  opinion  Up- 
per Canada  is  not  only  capable  of  fatisfying  the 
wants  of  all  its  inhabitants*  but  alfo  of  becoming 
a granary  for  England*  and  of  creating  a confi- 
derable  trade  by  the  exchange  of  this  neceffary  of 
life  for  other  commodities ; nor  does  he  entertain 
the  leaft  doubt*  but  that  the  activity*  in  agricul- 
tural purfuits*  which  he  endeavours  to  excite  in 
Upper  Canada,  will  operate  as  a powerful  example 
in  regard  to  Lower  Canada*  and  roufe  it  from  its 
prefent  fupinenefs  and  indolence.  He  conceives, 
that  the  vaft  quantities  of  fifh*  with  which  the 
lakes  abound*  and  efpecially  of  fturgeons  in  Lake 
Ontario*  afford  the  means  of  a fuccefsful  com- 
petition withRuffia*  which  fupplies  England  with 
this  article  to  a very  confiderable  amount. 

The  com -trade  is*  in  his  judgment*  far  pre- 
ferable to  the  fur-trade*  which  appears  to  him  at 
once  unprofitable  for  Great  Britain,  and  a means 
of  oppreffion  to  Canada*  in  as  much  as  it  throws 
the  whole  trade  into  the  hands  of  a few  compa- 
nies* 


416  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

nies,  and  at  the  fame  time  renders  them  mafters 
of  the  commodities,  which  are  imported  from 
England  in  return.  It  is  his  with,  that  merchants 
may  fettle  on  Lake  Ontario,  in  Montreal,  and  in 
Quebec ; and,  by  the  eftabliihment  of  a corn- 
trade,  deftroy  that  monopoly  which  very  juftly 
excites  his  indignation  ; and  he  entertains  hopes, 
that  this  will  actually  take  place. 

The  maxims  of  government,  profeffed  by  Ge- 
neral Simcoe,  are  very  liberal  and  fair  ; he  detefts 
all  arbitrary  and  military  government  without  the 
walls  of  the  forts  ; and  defires  liberty  in  its  ut« 
moil  latitude,  fo  far  as  is  confiftent  with  the  con- 
ftitution  and  law  of  the  land.  He  is,  therefore, 
by  no  means  ambitious  of  inverting  all  power  and 
authority  in  his  own  hands,  but  commits  to  the 
lieutenants,  w hom  he  nominates  for  each  county, 
the  right  of  appointing  the  juftices  of  the  peace 
and  officers  of  the  militia.  By  this  meafure,  he 
thinks,  he  fhall  be  able  to  attach  men  of  weight 
and  influence  to  government,  and  fubordinate  of- 
ficers to  their  fuperiors,  and  thus  fecure  addi- 
tional refources  for  preferring  the  good  opinion 
and  affedlion  of  the  Canadians  towards  the  Britifh 
Government.  All  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  whofe 
number  is  very  great  indeed,  pofiefs  the  right 
within  their  refpebtive  diftridts  of  afligning,  in  the 
King’s  name,  to  every  fettler,  with  whofe  con- 
duct 
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du$:  and  principles  they  are  acquainted,  a lot  of 
two  hundred  acres  of  land.  The  furveyor  of  the 
diftridi  is  informed  by  the  juft  ice  of  the  peace  of 
the  grant,  made  in  favour  of  the  new  colonift, 
and  of  the  oath  of  allegiance,  he  has  taken ; on 
receiving  which  information  he  gives  the  new 
fettler  a certificate,  pointing  out  that  part  of  the 
diftricl,  where  he  is  to  find  the  land,  allotted  to 
him  by  the  magiftrate.  If  he  fhould  wiili  for  a 
greater  quantity  of  land,  he  muft:  apply  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council, 

From  the  prefent  fmallnefs  of  the  number  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada  ; which,  how- 
ever confiderable  the  migration  may  be,  for  a 
great  length  of  time  will  bear  no  proportion  to 
the  extent  of  country  to  be  peopled ; General 
Simcoe  entertains  not  the  fmalleft  wifh  to  en- 
large his  territory  at  the  expence  of  the  Indians  ; 
on  the  contrary,  he  receives  with  the  utmofi: 
kindnefs  thofe  whom  the  Americans  drive  from 
their  habitations ; and  this  conduft  is  extremely 
wife.  If,  on  the  one  hand,  the  policy  of  the 
united  States  require  that,  in  the  intermediate 
fpace  between  them  and  the  EnglifH,  there  fhould 
not  refide  a people,  who  may  prove  dangerous 
from  their  extreme  fufceptibility  of  fedudliori, 
who  cannot  be  ufeful  on'  account  of  their  fmalt 
number,  and  who,  being  a nation  that  lives  by 
- Vox.,  L Ee  hunting* 
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hunting,  demand  a large  traft  of  country  fot 
their  fubfiftence ; Governor  Simcoe  may,  on  the 
other  hand,  tolerate  them,  without  the  leaft  dan- 
ger, on  the  frontier  of  the  Englifh  poffeffions, 
connect  them  by  this  meafure  more  clofely  with 
England,  and  exafperate  them  againfl  the  Ame- 
ricans, in  order  to  take  advantage  of  their  hatred 
in  cafe  of  need ; efpecially  as  he  finds  they  will* 
at  any  time,  cede  to  him  whatever  lands  he  may 
defire. 

Although  the  fur-trade,  in  General  Simcoe’s 
opinion,  is  not  fo  profitable  to  England,  as  many 
Englillimen  imagine ; yet  he  will  not  divide  its 
profits  with  the  Americans  ; who,  by  the  furren- 
der  of  the  forts,  acquire  a fhare  in  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  lakes,  and  excellent  harbours  on  their 
coaft  ; and  of  confequence,  are  poffeffed  of  every 
means  to  participate  in  this  branch  of  commerce* 
A communication,  he  thinks,  may  eafily  be  open- 
ed between  Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Ontario,  by 
means  of  . St.  JofephY  River,  which  by  relieving 
the  fur-traders  from  the  trouble  and  expence  of 
the  circuitous  navigation  - of  the  Detroit  Paver, 
of  Lake  Erie,  of  the  Niagara  river,  and  of  a 
great  part  of  Lake  Ontario,  would  difappoint  the 
United  States  in  their  hope  of  receiving  in  fu- 
ture, as  they  have  hitherto  done,  any  articles 
acrofs  the  lakes  from  the  forefls,  fituate  above 
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Lake  Huron,  and  would  at  the  fame  time  free 
Englifh  fhips  from  the  neceffity  of  palling  by  the 
forts  of  Detroit  and  Niagara,  which  are  hence- 
forth to  belong  to  the  Americans.  Nay,  he  is  of 
opinion,  that  a direct  communication  might  be 
eftablilhed  between  Lake  Huron  and  St.  Law* 
rence  river,  which  would  howTever  require  feveral 
portages,  on  account  of  the  numerous  rapids 
which  interrupt  the  navigation  of  that  river,  as 
well  as  of  the  fmall  lakes  through  which  it  flows. 

The  plait  of  military  operation  conceived  by 
the  Governor^  in  cafe  of  a war  with  the  Ameri- 
cans>  confifts  in  chiefly  drawing  them  into  the 
Englifh  dominions,  where,  under  the  protection 
of  his  forts,  he  can  fight  them  to  greater  advan- 
tage. He  further  intends  to  eftablifh  a refpeCia- 
ble  navy,  compbfed  of  fmall  veflels,  mounting 
heavy  guns,  which  no  American  yacht  can  dare 
to  engage,  and  which*  if  a defeent  were  openly 
attempted  on  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
Would  be  well  qualified  to  cover  the  landing.  He 
alfo  promifes  himfelf  much  froiii  the  afliftance  of 
his  militia,  with  whom  he  would  make  confi- 
derable  inroads  into  the  heart  of  the  enemy’s 
country.  The  communication  between  Lake 
Huron  and  Lake  Ontario  appears  to  him  ftill  more 
neceflary  in  time  of  war,  as  by  means  of  this  com* 
munication-  he  intends  to  convey  into  the.  latter 
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lake  the  galleys,  bomb-ketches  and  gun-boat^ 
which  he  purpofes  to  build  at  another  town,  ly- 
ing on  the  Thames,  to  which  he  has  given  the 
name  of  Chatham. 

The  views  of  Governor  Simcoe,  I mean  thofe, 
which  concern  the  civil  government,  are  un- 
doubtedly extend ve,  and  well  planned.  They  are* 
in  my  judgment,  the  bed;  which  can  be  conceiv- 
ed, in  his  fituation,  as  an  Engliffi  governor ; and 
the  poffibility  of  their  being  carried  into  effect 
cannot  be  queftioned,  if  he  pofTefles  the  confi- 
dence of  government,  and  has  plenty  of  money 
to  expend.  He  may  alfo,  in  the  execution  of  his 
plans,  derive  confiderable  aid  from  the  foldiers, 
quartered  in  his  province.  He  is  aware  of  the 
indilpenfible  neceflity  of  habituating  the  troops 
to  labour  in  a country,  where  he  cannot  hope  to 
make  them  matters  of  a complex  lyftem  of  tac- 
tics, and  where  laborious  habits  peculiarly  fit 
them  for  that  fort  of  warfare,  which  is  belt  adapt- 
ed to  the  fmallnefs  of  their  number,  to  the  ene- 
my they  have  to  combat,  and  to  the  difficulties 
they  have  to  encounter. 

But  the  execution  of  his  projects  is  neverthe- 
lefs,  upon  the  whole,  obftru&ed  by  numerous  ob- 
ftacles ; the  greatett  of  which  conlifts  in  the  Go* 
vernor’s  determination  to  return  to  England  at 
the  expiration  of  five  years*  A plan  of  fuch  vaft 
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magnitude,  and  which  comprifes  fo  great  a va- 
riety of  defigns,  can  be  carried  into  execution  by 
him  only,  who  was  able  to  conceive  it*  From 
the  very  nature  of  the  principles  on  which  it  is 
built,  and  the  intimate  connexion  of  its  various 
parts,  the  fuccefsful  execution  of  fuch  a project 
fuppofes,  on  the  part  of  the  executor,  befides  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  its  ftrudture  and  com- 
plexion, courage,  order,  and  a laudable  ambition 
of  achieving  arduous  and  ufeful  undertakings ; 
requifites,  hardly  to  be  met  with  in  any  perfon 
who  may  be  fent  to  fucceed  this  governor.  If 
fuch  a one  be  a man  of  moderate  capacity,  he  will 
neither  be  able  to  purfue  nor  to  execute  a plan, 
which  is  not  of  a nature  to  be  committed  to 
fubaltern  officers ; and  if  he  be  poffeffed  of  fome 
parts,  as  is  generally  the  cafe,  felf-love  will  dif- 
fiiade  him  from  purfuing  a plan,  laid  down  by 
another ; and  however  pofitive  and  peremptory 
his  inftrudtions  may  be,  at  two  thoufand  miles 
diftance  they  will  be  eafily  evaded.  Add  to  this, 
that  fondnefs  for  military  power,  and  the  love  of 
arbitrary  authority  are  in  every  region  of  the 
globe  the  ufual  attributes  of  men  in  power.  If, 
therefore,  General  Simcoe  fhould  execute  his  de- 
fig n of  leaving  Upper  Canada,  two  years  hence, 
he  will  hardly  find  fufficient  time  to  lay  the  foun- 
dations of  a plan,  which  appears  to  him,  and  I 

£ e 3 think 


422 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


think  very  juftly,  extremely  well  adapted  to  pro- 
mote the  profperity  of  Upper  Canada,  and  greatly 
enlarge  the  xnterefls  of  Great  Britain.  The  va- 
rious branches  of  this  plan,  are  fo  extepfive  and 
fo  numerous,  that  a long  feries  of  years,  fpent  in 
the  fame  fpirit  and  unwearied  exertion,  will  be 
requif  te  to  execute  it  in  its  whole  extent. 

But  he  himfelf,  I belieye,  would  meet  with 
impediments  in  the  execution  of  his  plan.  Al- 
though General  Simcoe  is  entirely  independent 
on  Lord  Qorchefter  in  all  civil  concerns,  yet  he 
is  not  fo  in  regard  tq  the  military  department, 
of  which  the  quartering  of  the  troops  forms  a 
part.  He  told  me  himfelf,  that,  in  this  refpedt, 
he  feared  to  meet  with  oppofxtion  ; and  1 incline, 
to  think,  that  on  this  fubjeci  he  did  not  exprefs 
all  he  knows.  Unlefs  the  troops  be  flationed  in 
fuch  polls,  as  to  cover  and  defend  the  projected 
capital,  and  the  various  fettlements  which  he  has 
in  contemplation ; unlefs  they  he  kept  to  labour 
rather  than  military  exercifes,  and  unlefs  thofe, 
who  can  find  fubftitutes,  be  difmifTed  from  fer- 
vice,  his  project  fails  in  three  very  material  points, 
which  can  hardly  be  accomplifhed  by  any  other 
means. 

Lord  Dprchefter  is  advanced  in  years,  and, 
like  all  aged  people,  no  friend  of  new  ideas.  Be- 
fide  that  he  is  fond  of  boundlefs  power,  the  pre- 
vailing 
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vailing  difpofition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Lower 
Canada  may  excite  in  him  a wifh  of  drawing 
more  troops  into  that  province  ; and  feveral  hints, 
thrown  out  by  General  Simcoe,  incline  me  to  be- 
lieve, that  he  thinks  his  Lordfhip  has  fome  fuch 
intention.  The  Governor  may  alfo,  perhaps,  be 
too  fanguine  in  fome  of  his  expectations,  or  in- 
dulge delufive  hopes. 

As  to  the  emigration  from  the  United  States 
to  Upper  Canada,  I mean  a confiderable  emigra- 
tion, it  appears  not  to  me  altogether  fo  probable 
as  to  him.  The  free  grant  of  lands  feems  at  firft 
light  a much  greater  inducement,  than  it  actually 
is.  The  lands  are  indeed  given  away  gratis ; a 
certificate  of  the  furveyor,  granted  by  command 
of  the  Executive  Council,  gives  the  -new  fettlers 
a right  to  the  ufufrudl  of  thefe  lands ; but  the 
property  thereof  is  fooner  or  later  transferred,  ac- 
cording to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the  Council. 
To  the  belt  of  my  knowledge,  none  of  thefe  free 
grants  include  a transfer  of  the  right  of  property. 
If  an  occupier  of  this  defcription  dies  without 
iffue,  previoufly  to  his  having  acquired  that  right, 
his  eftate  efcheats  to  the  King;  no  collateral 
friends  or  relations  fucceed  in  the  pofieffion  of 
the  eftate  ; and,  of  confequence,  the  money  and 
labour  expended  in  its  improvement  and  cultiva- 
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tion  have  been  fpent  for  the  benefit  of  the  Crown. 
In  the  United  States,  a new  fettler,  on  purchafing 
a certain  quantity  of  land,  the  price  of  which  is 
to  be  paid  by  diftant  inftalments,  has  a profped: 
of  difcharging  them  by  felling  again  a fmall  por- 
tion of  his  eftate,  the  value  of  which  he  has  dou- 
bled by  cultivation ; while  the  Canadian  planter 
has  to  look  for  the  permanency  of  his  pofleffion 
merely  to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  the  Governor ; 
and,  if  he  underftand  his  intereft,  he  will  not  place 
on  him  an  implicit  dependance.  Intereft  and  an 
acquaintance  with  fubftantiai  and  refpedlable  let- 
tiers  may,  no  doubt,  procure  him,  fooner,  tl\e 
right  of  property,  and  thus  facilitate  a fecond 
fale.  But  favours  of  this  kind  are  always  com 
fined  to  a part  of  the  eftate,  and  depend  on  the 
arbitrary  will  of  the  Council,  As  long,  there- 
fore, as  there  fhall  exift  no  law,  determining  the 
period  and  terms  of  the  inveftiture  with  thefe 
rights ; the  poffellbrs  will  remain  unealy  and  in- 
fecure ; and  confequently  the  progrefs  of  im- 
provement will  be  greatly  retarded.  Mines  of 
every  defcription,  from  gold  down  to  pit-coal, 
which  may  be  difcovered  in  the  lands,  thus 
ceded,  as  well  as  all  timber,  which,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Surveyor-general,  is  fit  for  fhip- 
building,  are  in  all  thefe  grants  referved  in  favour 
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of  the  King.  All  thefe  reflri&ions  cannot  but 
render  a good  fettler  very  uneafy,  and  may,  in 
the  eftimation  of  many  people  prone  to  emigra- 
tion, far  outweigh  the  advantages  of  a free  grant. 

The  attachment  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
which  is  frequently  alleged  as  a ground  for  emi- 
gration, feems  an  empty  dream.  It  is  common 
with  all  Englishmen,  who  hold  here  places  under 
government,  to  boaft  of  this  attachment  of  many 
! inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  every  rank 
and  defcription.  On  what  grounds  this  opinion 
refts,  I know  not ; but  it  is  certainly  not  war- 
ranted by  what  I learned  in  the  United  States* 
They  there  profefs  fo  loudly  and  uniformly  prin- 
ciples, which  indicate  the  exadi  reverfe ; that 
thefe  profeffions  ought  doubtlefs  to  be  confidered 
|;  as  better  pledges  of  the  true  fenti  meats  of  the 
Americans,  than  the  aflertions  of  a few  Engli Ill- 
men  in  place. 

The  families,  who  arrive  here  from  the  United 
States,  emigrate  moft  of  them,  it  is  afierted,  from 
their  being  fubjed:  there  to  a tax,  with  Vvhich, 
however  trifling  it  may  be,  they  are  yet  difpleafr 
ed.  If  this  be  really  the  cafe,  fuch  a difpofition 
cannot  in  future  times  prove  favourable  to  Great 
Britain.  We  were  alfo  told,  that  General  Sim- 
coe,  from  his  eager  defire  to  people  Upper  Ca- 
nada, is  by  no  means  difficult  in  regard  to  the 
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qualifications  of  the  new  fettlers,  who  prefent 
themfelves ; and  that,  notwithffanding  his  aver- 
fion  to  fpeculations  in  land,  and  his  perfonal  dif- 
intereftednefs ; frequently  a whole  townlhip,  nay 
at  times  two  or  three  together,  are  affigned  to  one 
and  the  fame  perfon. 

The  Governor  is  of  opinion,  that  the  trade  of 
tipper  Canada  may  be  encreafed  by  the  commo- 
dities of  the  Geneffee  diftridt,  for  which  he  fees 
no  other  outlet,  but  by  the  river  of  St.  Law- 
rence. This  opinion,  however,  feems  to  have  no 
foundation  ; when  it  is  confidered,  that  Lake 
Oneida,  the  Wood-creek  and  Mohawk-river  offer 
ready  means  for  a water-communication  with 
Lake  Ontario  and  the  North  River  ; which  is  at 
prefent  interrupted  only  at  three  places,  where 
the  boats  are  to  be  carried  ; and  that  the  Ame- 
ricans, in  every  part  of  the  Union,  dffplay  the 
utmoft  zeal,  adlivity  and  induff  ry,  in  every  thing 
which  tends  to  facilitate  communication  by  wa- 
ter. But  upon  the  whole  the  Governor’s  mifcal- 
culations,  originating  from  national  prejudices,  are 
of  too  little  importance  to  impede  the  execution, 
of  his  projedl ; they  may  perhaps  protract  its  com- 
pletion, but  cannot  occafion  its  failure.  The  true 
impediments  arc  thofe,  which  1 have  before  men- 
tioned, and  the  chief  obftacle  is  the  Governor’ 5, 
return  to  Engl  and . . 


The 
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The  prefent  population  amounts,  as  I have 
already  ftated,  to  thirty  thoufand  fouls.  The 
principal  fettlement  is  that  of  Detroit ; which, 
confifts,  entirely,  of  French  families,  and  is  moftly 
fituated  on  a trad:  of  land  that,  according  to  trea-* 
ty,  is  to  be  given  up  to  America.  The  Englifh 
flatter  themfelves,  that  the  families,  who  have 
fettled  there,  yvill  remove  from  the  American  to 
the  Britifh  fide.  But,  if  the  condud  of  the  Ame- 
rican government  towards  thefe  families  fhould 
befuch,  as  the  intereft  of  America  didates;  there 
remains  but  little  probability,  that  they  will  leave 
their  long  cultivated  eftates,  merely  from  a de- 
ftre  of  living  under  the  Englilli  dominion.  The 
qther  fettlements  in  Upper  Canada  confift  in  a 
very  confiderable  colony,  which  ftretches  along 
tjie  river  from  Fort  Erie  to  Newark,  is  not  fully 
qccupied,  and  does  not  comprife  a large  extent 
of  ground ; in  a few  plantations  on  the  creeks, 
which  run  into  Lake  Ontario  from  Newark  up  to 
its  northern  point ; in  an  inflgnificant  beginning 
of  a fettlement  in  York ; and  laftly  in  Kingfton, 
extending  along  the  banks  of  the  river  St.  Law- 
rpnee  to  the  boundaries  of  Lower  Canada,  which 
is  the  mo  ft  populous  of  all. 

As  to  the  Governor’s  military  plans,  his  mea- 
fures  of  defence  only  are  fettled  and  determined  ; 
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liis  plans  of  offensive  operation  are  fo  undefined 
and  uncertain  as  not  to  defer ve  any  mention. 

The  hatred  of  the  Governor  againft  the  Unit- 
ed States  occafions  him,  on  the  llighteft  occafion, 
to  overleap  all  the  bounds  of  prudence  and  de- 
cency, which  he  carefully  obferves  in  all  other 
matters.  He  was  a zealous  promoter  of  the  Ame- 
rican war,  in  which  he  took  a very  a&ive,  yet 
very  unfortunate,  part.  The  calamitous  iflue  of 
the  war  has  ftill  more  exafperated  his  hostility ; 
and  it  was  with  the  fmcereft  grief  I liftened  to 
his  boafting  of  the  numerous  houfes  he  had  fired 
during  that  unfortunate  conflict,  and  of  his  in- 
tention to  bum  a ftill  greater  number  in  cafe  of  a 
rupture.  In  fhort,  the  whole  of  his  intentions 
on  this  fubjedl  was  fuch  as  the  moft  violent  par-* 
ty-rage  alone  can  infpire.  He  told  us,  that,  in 
cafe  of  another  war  with  America,  by  expending 
vaft  fums  of  money,  he  would  force  them  to  ex-* 
pences  equally  great,  which  they  would  not  be 
able  to  meet,  and  much  lefs  to  fupport  for  any 
length  of  time  ; in  fhort,  wage  againft  them  a 
money- war.  Yet  he  affirms  inceffantly,  that  it 
is  his  anxious  wifh  to  preferve  peace  with  the 
United  States.  This  he  very  juftly  confiders  as 
a powerful  mean  of  promoting  the  profperity  of 
his  new  colony.  But  his  hatred  againft  the  re- 
bels 
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be  Is  is  fo  violent ; and  his  difpleafure,  occalioned 
by  the  furrender  of  the  forts,  is  fo  ftrong ; that 
the  charge,  preferred  againft  him  by  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  of  his  having  lafl 
year  aflifted  the  Indians  as  much  as  he  could, 
without  making  himfelf  openly  a party  in  the 
difpute,  feems  not  devoid  of  foundation*  By 
exciting  this  war,  the  fuccefsful  iffue  of  which 
he  confidered  as  certain,  he  attained  the  twofold 
purpofe  of  fatisfying  at  once  his  ambition  and  his 
revenge.  He  does  not  himfelf  deny,  that  he  had 
adopted  the  neceffary  meafures  for  conducting  to 
the  diftriCl  of  Geneffee  all  the  Indians,  who  were 
at  his  diipofal,  and  who,  by  his  account,  amount- 
ed to  five  thoufand  men— meafures  which  would 
naturally  have  been  attended  with  the  firing  of 
all  the  habitations,  and  the  flaughter  of  all  the 
inhabitants.  A war,  thus  barbarous  and  deftruc- 
tive,  would  have  been  waged  by  England  at  the 
end  of  the  eighteenth  century  ; and  the  founder 
of  a colony,  in  every  other  refpeCl  a man  of  ge- 
nerous and  noble  feelings,  -would  have  projected 
and  prepared  it.  I fhould  not  have  credited 
thefe  projeCls,  had  I heard  them  Itated  by  any 
individual  but  the  Governor  himfelf ; or  fhould 
I have  ventured  to  introduce  them  here,  but 
that,  within  my  knowledge,  he  has  repeatedly 
communicated  them  to  feveral  other  perfons. 

But 
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But  for  this  inveterate  hatred  again#  the  Unit- 
ed States,  which  he  too  loudly  profeffes,  and 
which  carries  him  too  far.  General  Simcoe  ap- 
pears  in  the  moft  advantageous  light.  He  is 
juft,  aftive,  enlightened,  brave,  frank,  and  poft 
feffes  the  confidence  of  the  country,  of  the  troops, 
tod  of  all  thofe  who  join  him  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  public  affairs.  To  thefe  he  attends  with 
the  clofeft  application  ; he  preferves  all  the  old 
friends  of  his  King,  and  neglefts  no  means  to 
procure  him  new  ones.  He  unites,  in  my  judg-^ 
ment,  all  the  qualities,  which  his  ftation  re- 
quires, to  maintain  the  important  poffeffion  of 

Canada,  if  it  be  poffible  that  England  can  long  re- 

. 

tain  it. 

In  his  private  life,  Governor  Sirhcoe  is  fimpie^ 
plain,  and  obliging.  He  inhabits  a fmall  mifer- 
able  wooden  houfe,  which  formerly  was  occu- 
pied by  the  commiffaries,  who  refided  here  On  ac- 
count of  the  navigation  of  the  lake.  His  guard 
confiftsof  four  foJdiers,  who  every  morning  come 
from  the  fort,  and  return  thither  in  the  evening; 

He  lives  in  a noble  and  hofpitable  manner,  with^ 

. out  pride  ; his  mind  is  enlightened ; his  dha» 
rafter  mild  and  obliging ; he  difeourfes  with 
much  good  fenfe  on  all  fubjefts,  but  his  favorite 
topics  are  his  projefts  and  war,  which  feem  to  be 
the  objefts  of  his  leading  paffions.  He  is  ac-’ 

quainted  ; 
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quaiiited  with  the  military  hiftory  of  all  coun- 
tries ; no  hillock  catches  his  eye  without  excit- 
ing in  his  mind  the  idea  of  a fort,  which  might 
be  conftrufted  on  the  fpot ; and  with  the  con- 
ftruftion  of  this  fort  he  affociates  the  plan  of  ope- 
rations for  a campaign,  efpecially  of  that  which 
is  to  lead  him  to  Philadelphia.  On  hearing  his 
profeffions  of  an  earned  defire  of  peace,  you 
cannot  but  fuppofe,  either  that  his  reafon  muft 
hold  an  abfolute  fway  over  his  paffion,  or  that  he 
deceives  himfelf 

Mrs.  Simcoe  is  a lady  of  thirty- fix  years  of 
age.  She  is  bafhful,  and  fpeaks  little  ; but  (he 
is  a woman  of  fenfe,  handfome  and  amiable,  and 
fulfils  all  the  duties  of  the  mother  and  wife  with 
the  moft  fcrupulous  exailnefs.  The  performance 
of  the  latter  fhe  carries  fo  far  as  to  aft  the  part  of 
a private  fecretary  to  her  hufband.  Her  talents, 
for  drawing,  the  practice  of  which  fhe  confines 
to  maps  and  plans,  enable  her  to  be  extremely 
ufeful  to  the  Governor. 

Upper  Canada  pays  no  taxes,  except  a duty  on 
wine,  amounting  to  four-pence  per  gallon  on  Ma- 
deira, and  two-pence  on  other  forts  of  wine,  and 
another  of  thirty-fix  (hillings  fterling  a year  for  a 
tavern-licence,  which,  during  the  feffion  of  1793, 
was  encreafed  by  twenty  (hillings  Canada  cur- 
j . rency 
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rcncy  [four  dollars]*.  The  fam  total  of  the 
public  revenue  amounts  to  nine  hundred  pounds 
fterling,  out  of  which  are  paid  the  falaries  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  and  of 
the  fecretaries  ; the  remainder  is  deftined  to  meet 
the  expence  which  local  circumftances  may  re- 
quire  for  the  fervice  and  maintenance  of  fociety. 

The  juftices  of  the  peace  determine  in  the  quar- 
ter-feffions,  as  they  do  in  England,  the  amount  of 
the  county-rates  for  the  conftrudiion  of  public 
buildings,  for  the  repair  of  the  roads,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  army.  (The  laft  item  is  not 
yet  known  in  Canada.)  Thefe  rates  are  raifed 
by  means  of  a capitation  or  poll-tax,  alfelTed  in 
proportion  to  the  probable  amount  of  the  pro- 
perty of  the  whole  who  are  in  the  diftriA,  lia- 
ble to  contribute  ; the  largeft  affeffment  on  any 
individual  exceeds  not  four  dollars. 

On  the  fame  principle  is  raifed  the  pay  of  the 
members  of  the  affembly,  who,  on  their  return 

* The  value  of  money  in  Canada  fhould,  according  to 
law,  be  equal  to  that  which  it  bears  in  Halifax,  and  con- 
fequently  a dollar  be  worth  five  (hillings.  This  ftandard 
is  ftri&ly  adhered  to  in  all  government  accounts,  but  not 
to  fcrupulouily  obferved  in  the  courfe  of  private  buhnefs. 
The  currency,  which  circulates  in  New  York,  paffes  alfo, 
cfpecially  in  that  part  of  Canada  which  borders  on  New 
York.— Author* 


at 
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at  the  end  of  the  feffion,  deliver  to  the  juftice 
of  the  peace  of  their  diftridl  a certificate  of  the 
fpeaker,  proving  the  number  of  days  they  have 
been  prefent,  and  receive  two  dollars  per  day  out 
of  the  money  raifed  for  that  purpofe,  including 
the  days  they  have  been  upon  their  journey* 

The  quarter-feffions  are  held  in  every  diftridt ; 
and  the  divifion  into  diftridts  is  connedied  with 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice.  Thejuftices  of  the 
High  Court  of  Judicature  for  civil  and  criminal 
caufes,  who  are  three  in  number,  including  the 
chief  juftice,  hold  four  feflions  annually  in  the 
town  in  which  the  Governor  refides.  They  alfo 
go  on  circuits  in  the  different  diftridts  of  the  pro- 
vince  once  a year ; judges  for  tho  different  dif- 
tridls  fit  at  fihorter  intervals  to  fettle  matters  of 
little  importance,  and  the  juftices  of  the  peace 
exercife  the  fame  jurifdidtion  as  in  England. 

A tribunal,  compofed  of  the  Governor  and  two 
members  of  the  Executive  Council,  form  the 
Court  of  Appeal  in  fuch  caufes  as  have  been  de- 
cided by  the  High  Court  of  Judicature.  The 
Governor  forms  alfo,  with  the  concurrence  of  an 
affiftant,  the  choice  of  whom  depends  entirely  on 
his  option,  a Court  of  Chancery  for  the  decifion 
of  caufes,  concerning  teftaments,  inteftate  heirs, 
orphans,  &c. 

Refpedting  the  frequency  and  punifhments  of , 
Vol,  I.  F f crimes, 
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crimes,  Mr.  White,  Attorney- general  of  the 
province,  informed  me,  that  there  is  no  diftrid, 
in  which  one  or  two  perfons  have  not  already 
been  tried  for  murder  ; that  they  were  all  acquit- 
ted by  the  jury,  though  the  evidence  was  ftrongly 
againft  them  ; that,  from  want  of  prifons,  which 
are  not  yet  built,  petty  offences,  which  in  Eng- 
land would  be  punifhed  with  imprifonment,  are 
here  molded,  but  that  the  fines  are  feldom  paid 
for  want  of  means  of  execution;  and  that  the 
major  part  of  law-fuits  have  for  their  objed  the 
recovery  of  debts ; but  fometimes  originate  alfo 
from  quarrels  and  affaults ; drunkennefs  being  a 
Very  common  vice  in  this  country. 

The  province  of  Upper  Canada  is  divided  into 
the  four  diftrids  of  Detroit,  Niagara,  Kingfton, 
and  St.  John’s.  Thejuftices  of  the  peace  are 
feleded  from  among  thofe  perfons,  who  are  belt 
qualified  for  fuch  an  office  ; but,  in  a country  fo 
recently  fettled  men  worthy  of  this  truft  can- 
not be  numerous. 

The  divifion  of  Upper  Canada  into  counties  is 
purely  military,  and  relates  merely  to  the  enlift- 
ing,  completing,  and  aifembling  of  the  militia. 
The  counties  ai^e  about  twelve  in  number.  Their 
names,  with  which  I am  unacquainted,  are  not  of 
fufficient  importance  to  deferve  to  be  here  men- 
tioned The  militia  of  each,  county  are  aflem- 

bled 
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bled  and  commanded  by  a lieutenant  and  fecond- 
lieutenant ; they  muft  be  divided  into  regiments 
and  companies.  They  affemble  once  a year  in 
each  county,  and  are  infpedted  by  the  captains 
of  the  different  companies  at  leaft  twice  a year. 
Every  male  inhabitant  is  confidered  as  a militia- 
man  from  the  age  of  fixteen  to  fifty.  He  is  fined 
four  dollars  if  he  do  not  enlift  at  the  proper 
time  ; and  officers,  both  commiffioned  and  non- 
commiffioned,  who  do  not  join  their  regiments 
at  the  time  the  militia  are  affembled,  pay  a fine  ; 
the  former  of  eight  dollars,  and  the  latter  of  two. 
An  officer,  who,  in  cafe  of  an  attack  or  infurrec- 
tion,  fhould  not  repair  to  his  affigned  poft,  would 
be  punifhed  with  a pecuniary  penalty  of  fifty 
pounds  fterling,  and  a petty  officer  with  a fine  of 
twenty  pounds  fterling.  A militia-man,  who 
fells  either  the  whole  or  part  of  his  arms,  ammu- 
nition, or  accoutrements,  is  fined  five  pounds 
fterling  ; and,  in  default  of  payment,  imprifoned 
for  two  months.  The  Quakers,  Baptifts,  and 
Dunkers  pay,  in  time  of  peace,  twenty  fhillings  a 
year  ; and,  during  a war  or  infurrediion,  five 
pounds  fterling,  for  their  exemption  from  mill 
tary  fervice.  Out  of  thefe  fines  and  ranfoms  the 
adjutant-general  of  the  militia  receives  his  pay, 
and  the  remainder  is  at  the  Governor’s  difpofah 
This  is  nearly  the  fubftance  of  the  firft  adt  of 
F f 2 the 
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the  legiflative  body  of  Upper  Canada,  palled  in 
1 7 Q3.  In  the  following  year,  1 794,  an  additional 
aft  palled  relative  to  the  militia,  the  chief  regu- 
lations of  which  tended  to  improve  and  define 
more  accurately  the  internal  form  of  the  regi- 
ments, battalions,  and  companies,  and  to  render 
the  afiembling  of  detachments  more  eafy  and  ex- 
peditious. This  aft  determines,  that,  in  time  of 
war,  the  obligation  to  carry  arms  in  defence  of 
the  country  fhall  not  ceafe  before  the  age  of  fix- 
ty  ; and  that,  of  confequence,  Quakers  and  others* 
who  enjoy  an  exemption  from  military  fervice, 
lhall  pay  for  their  immunity  up  to  that  age.  It 
alfn  obliges  the  militia  to  ferve  on  board  of  Ihips 
and  velfels,  to  aft  as  cavalry,  and  to  extend  their 
fervice  beyond  the  province,  on  condition  how- 
ever, that  the  fame  men  be  not  bound  to  ferve 
more  than  fix  months  fucceffively. 

The  exemptions  from  military  fervice  are  con- 
fined to  the  officers  of  juftice,  and  other  public 
functionaries,  whofe  number  is  very  fmall.  The 
■whole  militia  is  eftimated  at  nine  thoufand  men, 
ior  a traft  of  country  of  confiderable  extent,  in 
which,  however,  the  communication  and  afifem- 
bling  of  the  troops  are  much  facilitated  by  the 
lakes. 

All  the  expences  of  the  civil  and  military  ad- 
miniftration  of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  are  de- 
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frayed  by  England.  The  farm  total,  including 
the  political  expences,  or  the  money  paid  to  the 
Indians,  though  this  forms  an  item  of  the  mili- 
tary expenditure,  amounts  for  Upper  Canada  to 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  Nearly 
two-thirds  of  this  fum,  or  fixty  thoufand  pounds, 
are  paid  to  the  Indians  ; including  the  pay  4)f  the 
principal  agents,  under  agents,  interpreters,  &c. 
This  pay  deduced,  all  the  other  charges,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  Indians,  confift  in  prefents,  to- 
mahawks, muikets,  powder  and  ball,  knives, 
blankets,  rings,  buckles,  hats,  looking-glafies,  and, 
above  all,  in  turn.  The  agents  are  charged  with 
the  diftribution  of  thefe  articles,  which  by  fome 
are  diftributed  every  year,  by  others  at  various 
times,  according  to  circumftances.  It  is  by  thefe 
means  the  Indians  are  fuppofed  to  be  gained  over. 
Such  of  their  chieftains,  as  are  believed  to  poflefs 
confiderable  influence,  obtain  a larger  fliare  of 

I prefents  ; by  which*  and  efpeciaily  by  a profufe 
diftribution  of  rum,  their  friendfhip  is  gained  and 
preferved.  The  Americans  are  depicted  to  them 
as  their  inveterate  eftemies ; they  are  made  to 
fwear,  that  they  will  burn  and  fcalp  thefe  foes  at 
the  firft  fignah  It  was  in  this  manner  the  Go- 
vernor imagined  laft  year,  from  the  reports  he 
had  received,  that  he  fmould  be  able  to  diipofe  of 
fifty  thoufand  men,  who  had  all  taken  an  oath, 

F f 3 not 
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not  to  leave  a fcalp  on  the  fkull  of  any  American 
they  fhould  fall  in  with.  A relation  of  thefe  ■ 
atrocities  has  all  the  appearance  of  an  exagge- 
rated account  of  fome  nation  of  cannibals,  and> 
yet  it  is  literally  true^.  The  Englifh  afiert,  that 
the  Americans,  on  their  part,  proceed  exactly  in 
the  fame  manner. 

It  muft  be  confefled,  that  the  colonifts,  by  their 
mean  and  barbarous  policy,  teach  the  Indians  to 
defpife  therm  But  we  may  indulge  a hope,  that 
the  time  is  not  far  diftant,  when  the  latter  fhall 
poffefs  fufficient  fenfe,  to  take  the  prefents  of 
England  and  the  money  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  laugh  at  both  thefe  great  nations ; fcorn- 
ing  to  be  any  longer  the  tools  of  their  ambition 
and  revenge. 

We  have  here  been  told,  that  England’s  an- 
nual expenditure  for  Upper  and  Lower  Canada 
amounts  to  four  or  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  ; whether  the  penfions  and  donations 
which  England  bellows  on  fome  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  be  comprifed  in  this  eftimate, 
I know  not ; but  this  I know,  from  a very  refpec- 

* With  all  candid  readers  it  will  undoubtedly  be  a mat- 
ter of  regret,  that  the  author  fhould  have  preferred  a charge 
of  fuch  a ferious  and  heinous  complexion,  without  giving 
himfelf  the  leafl  trouble  to  fubflantiate  its  truth.— Tranf- 

lator . 
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table  fource,  that  they  amount  to  a pretty  large 
fum.  Is  it  this  circumftance,  to  which  MefTrs. 
Hammond  and  Simcoe  allude,  when  they  fpeak 
of  the  numerous  friends  of  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain in  the  United  States  ? 

I have  not  yet  mentioned,  that  the  Governor 
is  alfo  Prefident  of  an  Executive  Council,  com- 
pofed  of  five  members.  In  regard  to  the  bills^ 
which  have  palled  both  houfes,  his  aflent  or  difi- 
fe nt  is  determined  by  the  majority  of  votes.  But, 
as  he  appoints  this  council,  and  has  alfo  the 
power  of  diflolving  it,  we  may  eafily  conceive, 
that  it  confifts  of  members  entirely  dependant  on 
him.  The  major  part  hold  feats  in  the  Legiflative 
Council. 

An  office,  which  was  exclulively  charged  with 
preparing  for  the  difcuffion  and  decifion  of  the 
council  fuch  matters  as  concern  grants  of  land, 
has  lately  been  abolifhed.  The  Executive  Court™ 
cil  has  referved  to  itfelf  the  introductory  difqub 
fition,  as  well  as  the  definitive  determination,  of 
all  bufinefs  of  this  defeription.  The  number  of 
thofe,  who  apply  for  lands,  is  uncommonly  great. 
The  claims  of  the  petitioners  are  generally  ground- 
ed on  their  attachment  to  the  Britiffi  Monarch, 
and  their  difgufl:  or  hatred  againfi:  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  But,  under  allegations 
of  this  kind,  frequently  lurks  a fpirit  of  fpecula- 
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tion.  Notwithstanding  the  folicitude  faid  to  be 
difplayed  by  the  council  to  difcover  the  truth, 
many  grants  of  land  are  made  on  no  other 
grounds  than  favour.  By  the  letter  of  the  law, 
which,  however,  is  often  eluded,  one  individual 
cannot  obtain  more  than  one  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred acres;  Yet,  as  the  grants  contain  no  claufe 
fixing  the  period  within  which  the  ground  is  to 
be  cleared,  fpeculations  frequently  - occur,  and 
not  the  leaft  fecurity  is  obtained,  that  the  land 
will  be  a moment  fooner  inhabited  for  being  thus 
bellowed. 

I have  already  obferved,  that  officers,  who 
ferved  in  the  American  war,  have  a right  to  a 
fhare  in  thefe  lands,  which  amounts,  for  a lieu- 
tenant  to  twelve  hundred  acres,  and  for  a colonel 
to  five  thoufand.  But  officers,  who  never  adled 
in  the  American  war,  nor  ever  held  a colonel’s 
Commiffion,  have  obtained  ihares  as  great  as  the 
largefl  allotted  to  thofe  who  have.  Thefe  lands, 
though  moft  favourably  fituated,  are  not  yet 
cleared  ; nor  is  there  the  leaft  appearance  of  their 
being  fpeedily  cultivated. 

Every  thing  is  exceffively  dear  at  Newark. 
The  ftiops  are  few,  and  the  ffiopkeepers,  combin- 
ing againft  the  public,  fix  what  price  they  choofe 
upon  their  goods.  The  high  duty  laid  by  Eng- 
land upon  all  the  commodities  exported  from  her 

iflands 
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iflands  proves  a powerful  encouragement  to  a 
contraband  trade  with  the  United  States,  where, 
in  many  articles,  the  difference  of  price  amounts 
to  two-thirds.  The  government  of  Canada  is 
very  vigilant  to  prevent  this  contraband  trade ; 
but  a certain  profpeCt  of  gain  excites  to  exertion, 
which  will  frequently  fucceed  in  eluding  the 
law,  as  well  as  the  vigilance  of  the  executive 
power.  The  fhopkeepers  know  perfectly  well 
how  to  favour  this  contraband  trade,  the  only 
means  for  deftroying  which  would  be  to  lower 
the  duties,  and,  of  confequence,  the  price  of  the 
commodities.  The  Governor  has  it  in  contem- 
plation, to  encourage  fuch  manufaftures  as  pro- 
duce thefe  articles,  which  are  run  in  large  quan- 
tities into  this  province  from  the  United  States, 
fuch  as  hats.  But  all  his  exertions  to  this  effect 
will  fail  in  regard  to  fugar,  coffee,  tea;  in  Ihort, 
with  refpeft  to  all  commodities,  which  are  di- 
rectly imported  from  the  United  States,  without 
being  there  fubje&ed  to  as  high  a duty  as  in  Ca- 
nada. 

During  our  long  refidence  at  Nary  hall,  all  the 
inhabitants  of  an  Indian  village,  of  the  Tufcarora 
nation,  came  to  congratulate  the  Governor  on  his 
late  arrival  at  Naryhall.  All  thefe  vifits  and  con- 
gratulatory compliments  have  no  other  objeCt  but 
to  obtain  fome  drink,  money,  and  prefents.  Thefe 
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Indians  generally  arrive  in  the  morning,  in  vef~ 
fels,  from  the  oppofite  banks  of  the  river,  which 
they  inhabit.  They  were  decked  out  with  un- 
common care,  covered  with  rags  of  every  de- 
feription,  and  adorned  with  horfe-hair,  and  fea- 
thers of  all  poffible  fpecies  of  birds.  In  their 
ears  and  nofes  they  wore  rings,  of  the  moft  varied 
forms  and  colours.  Some  were  dreifed  in  Euro- 
pean clothes,  others  wore  laced  hats,  and  fome 
were  naked,  excepting  the  double  apron,  and 
painted  from  head  to  foot.  It  is  in  the  manner 
of  painting  themfelves,  that  their  genius  is  efpe- 
cially  difplayed.  In  general  they  prefer  the 
harfheft  colours,  paint  one  leg  wThite,  and  the 
other  black  or  green,  the  body  brown  or  yellow, 
the  face  full  of  red  or  black  fpots,  and  their  eyes 
different  colours.  In  a word,  they  unite  in  their 
decorations  the  utrnoft  abfurdity  and  harfhnefs. 
They  are,  every  one  of  them,  painted  in  a dif- 
ferent ftyle,  and  furnifhed  with  a fmall  looking- 
glafs,  which  they  every  moment  confult  with  as 
much  attention  as  the  moft  fmifhcd  coquette^ 
They  comb  themfelves  again  and  again,  and 
touch  up  the  colours,  which  may  have  faded 
from  perfpiration  or  exercife.  Many  of  them 
wear  filver  bracelets  and  chains  round  their  necks 
and  arms.  Some  have  a white  fhirt  with  long 
fleeves  over  their  clothes,  and  this  forms  their 
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Biofl:  elegant  garment ; the  major  part  wear  as 
many  {liver  buckles  as  they  can  afford.  In  fliort, 
their  appearance  calls  to  recollection  the  whirnfi- 
cal  malks,  which  throng  the  ftreets  at  Paris  during 
the  carnival.  It  muft,  however,  be  confeffed,, 
that  their  abfurd  finery,  in  a great  meafure,  con- 
fifts  of  things,  which  they  make  themfelves,  of 
horfes’,  buffaloes’,  or  other  hair,  or  of  the  briftles 
of  the  hedge-hog.  They  twift  ropes  of  the  baric, 
of  trees,,  and  make  laces  of  a fpdcies  of  herbs. 
Many  of  thefe  articles,  which  they  ufe  to  adorn 
their  drefs,  their  tobacco- bags,  their  fcalping- 
knives,  garters,  and  mockinfons,  (a  fort  of  fhoes) 
are  made  by  the  women,  with  a regularity,  a {kill, 
nay,  I may  fay,  with  a tafte,  feldom  to  be  found 
in  Europe.  Their  chief  excellency  confifts  in 
the  great  variety  and  richnefs  of  the  colours^ 
which  they  generally  extraCt  from  leaves,  and 
from  the  roots  of  certain  herbs  ; but  they  poflefs 
alfo  the  art  of  extracting  them  from  all  dyed 
linens  and  filks,  of  which  they  can  obtain  a piece. 
They  boil  thefe  rags  in  the  juice  of  a plant,  with 
the  fpecies  and  name  of  which  I am  unacquainted, 
and  thus  obtain  a very  durable  colour  for  dying 
hair  or  bark. 

On  their  arrival  this  morning  the  Indian  vifitors 
were  about  eighty  in  number.  The  Governor, 
being  particularly  engaged,  deferred  receiving 
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their  vifit  until  the  afternoon ; at  which  time 
only  thirty  made  their  appearance,  the  reft  being 
all  drunk,  and  unable  to  move.  The  vifit  was  re- 
ceived on  a large  plot  of  grafs,  without  the  fmalleft 
compliment  on  either  part.  The  Governor  was 
prefent,  but  kept  at  fome  diftance.  The  Indians 
danced  and  played  among  themfelves.  Some  of 
their  dances  are  very  expreffive,  and  even  grace- 
ful. A mournful  and  monotonous  ditty,  fung 
by  one,  and  accompanied  with  a fmall  dram,  fix 
inches  high,  and  three  in  diameter,  forms  all  their 
mufic,  except  that  frequently  a ftick  is  added, 
with  which  a child  beats  the  time.  They  dance 
around  the  mufic,  which  they  frequently  inter- 
rupt by  loud  fhrieks.  The  hunting  and  war 
dances  are  the  moft  expreffive,  efpecially  the  lat- 
ter. It  reprefents  the  furprife  of  an  enemy,  who 
is  killed  and  fcalped,  and  is  performed  by  one  per- 
fon.  The  reft  are  hopping  about,  like  monkeys, 
in  a femicircular  figure,  and  watch,  with  the  ut- 
moft  attention,  every  movement  of  the  dancer. 
The  moment  when  the  enemy  is  fiippofed  to 
have  breathed  his  laft,  a ftrong  expreffion  of  joy 
brightens  every  face ; the  dancer  raifes  a horrid 
howl,  refumes  his  pantomime,  and  is  rewarded 
by  univerfal  fhouts  of  applaufe.  When  he  has 
thus  finifhed  his  dance,  another  enters  the  ftage, 
who  is,  in  his  turn,  relieved  by  others ; and  in 

this 
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this  way  the  dance  is  continued,  until  they  be- 
come tired  of  it.  When  the  dance  was  over, 
they  played  at  ball ; a game  in  which  they  dis- 
played their  agility  to  the  greateft  advantage.  » 
Every  one  had  a racket,  the  handle  of  which  was 
three  or  four  feet  in  length,  and  bent  at  the  end, 
fo  that  the  racket  has  the  form  of  a bow.  The 
packthread  is  made  of  bark ; they  grafp  the 
racket  with  both  hands,  and  run  after  the  ball, 
wherever  they  fee  it,  with  the  view  of  catching 
it,  one  before  another.  This  ball  is  frequently 
thrown  to  a confiderable  diftance,  in  which  cafe 
they  run  after  it  all  together,  to  catch  it,  either 
in  the  air,  or  on  the  ground.  No  bulh,  no 
ditches,  no  barriers  check  their  ardour.  They 
clear  every  thing,  leap  over  every  thing,  and  dif- 
play,  in  this  game,  a verfatility,  fwiftnefs,  and 
dexterity,  which  are  truly  ftriking.  During  thefe 
games  the  agent  came  up  to  the  general,  with  one 
of  the  chieftains,  and  told  him,  that  the  Tufca- 
rora  nation  wiihed  to  learn  whether  they  might 
affift  at  a meeting,  to  be  held  in  Onondago  by  the 
Oneida  Indians,  for  the  purpofe  of  felling  a part 
of  the  Oneida  refervation,  which  the  foate  of 
New  York  had  manifefted  a difpofition  to  pur- 
chafe*.  The  Governor’s  anfwer  was  conceived  in 

* The  Oneida  Nation  receives  an  annuity  from  the 
State  of  New  York  of  three  thoufand,  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
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terms  extremely  vague ; the  agent  tranllated  this 
anfwer  as  he  pleafed,  and  in  reply  allured  the  Gch 
vernor,  in  the  name  of  the  Indians,  that  they 
would  not  go  to  Onondago,  from  the  hope  that 
this  would  prove  more  agreeable  to  the  Britilh 
Monarch.  Whether  this  political  farce  was  adted 
only  by  the  agent,  or  whether  the  chieftain  took  a 
part,  I know  not;  but  this  I know,  that  this 
chieftain,  a moment  before,  begged  of  me  two 
ihillings,  for  which  he  would  have  pro  mi  fed  me, 
had  I defired  it,  to  vifit  or  not  to  vifit  all  the 
meetings  throughout  the  univerfe.  Without  en- 
tering further  on  this  fubjedt,  I fhall  merely  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  whole  policy  of  England,  relative 
to  the  Indians,  is  in  the  hands  of  the  agents,  who 
alone  underftand  their  language*  and  have  the 
foie  management  of  the  prefents.  It  refts  en- 
tirely with  thefc  agents  to  perfuade  all  or  any  of 
thefe  nations  to  engage  in  war,  and  to  excite  their 
enmity  either  againft  the  United  States  or  againft 
each  other.  The  Governor  is  altogether  inca- 
pable of  judging  of  theft  difobedience  and  oppo» 
iition  to  the  orders  of  his  cabinet  but  by  the  re- 
fiilts.  The  fame  is  undoubtedly  the  cafe  as  to 
the  American  States. 

two  dollars  for  lands  purchafed  of  them  in  }795,  and  an 
annuity  of  about  fix  hundred  and  ttventy- eight  dollars  from 
the  United  States— ‘Tranflator* 

The 
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The  Englifli  agent*  here  referred  to*  is  Colonel 
Butler*  celebrated  for  his  * * * * * 

He  is  a native  of  America  of  the  neighbourhood 
of  Wilkefbarre.  His  ******  * 

* * *.  England  has  rewarded  his  loyalty  with 

five  thoufand  acres  of  land  for  himfelf ; the  fame 
quantity  for  his  children  ; a penfion  of  two  or 
three  hundred  pounds  fterling  ; an  agency*  worth 
five  hundred  pounds  fterling  a year  ; and  the  pri- 
vilege of  taking  from  the  ftore-houfes*  which 
contain  the  prefents*  whatever  he  choofes.  He 
is  treated  with  every  mark  of  refpedt  by  the  Go- 
vernor. 

The  Tufcarora  Nation  is  an  Indian  tribe*  the 
men  of  which  fhare  the  toils  of  their  women  in 
a greater  degree  than  any  other.  The  Governor 
mentioned  a project*  he  has  conceived*  of  giving 
a half  civilization  to  all  the  Indian  nations  in  the 
intereft  of  England.  Whether  or  no  civilization 
be  likely  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  the  Indians* 
is  a queftion*  a full  difcuffion  of  which  might* 
perhaps,  exceed  my  powers*  or  at  leaft  feem  irre- 
levant. But*  wrere  I obliged  to  decide  it  at  once, 
I fhould  anfwer  in  the  negative*  as  long  as  they 
are  not  hemmed  in  too  clofely  by  the  colonifts* 
poflefs  a fufficient  tradl  of  ground  for  hunting, 
and  have  plenty  of  game.  But*  I repeat  it  once 

more, 
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more,  to  do  juftice  to  this  queftion  would  require 
a more  profound  difcuffion,  than  I can  enter  upon 
in  this  place.  Befides  it  can  hardly  be  fatisfae- 
torily  decided,  fmce  the  ftate  of  favage  nations, 
left  entirely  to  their  primitive  life,  is  widely  dif-* 
ferent  from  the  condition  of  thofe,  who  refide  in 
the  vicinity  of  thefe  colonifts,  and  hold  intercourfe 
with  them.  If,  on  mature  deliberation,  we  were 
obliged  to  allow,  that  the  creation  of  wants,  the 
neceffity  of  providing  for  them,  the  exercife  of 
our  mutual  powers,  the  unfolding  of  our  faculties, 
and  the  refinement  of  our  feelings,  prove  more 
frequently  fources  of  misfortune  than  of  happi- 
nefs;  every  degree  of  civilization,  pregnant  with 
all  thefe,  fhould  carefully  be  kept,  for  their  own 
fake,  from  all  favage  tribes.  But  the  fame  con- 
clufion  will  not  hold  good  in  regard  to  a barbarous 
people,  who,  from  their  intercourfe  with  civilized 
nations,  poffefs  already  fome  degree  of  civility ; 
but  a civility  which  acquaints  them  with  vices 
only,  and  confequently  introduces  them  to 
dfources  of  misfortune,  and  w ho,  therefore,  from  a 
higher  degree  of  culture,  may  derive  an  alleviation 
of  their  fate  and  an  increafe  of  happinefs.  As  to 
the  advantages  likely  to  accrue  to  the  civilized 
world  from  the  civilization  of  the  favages,  the 
queftion  feems  likely  to  demand  a decifion  in 
the  affirmative. 
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However  this  may  be,  the  Governor,  in  con- 
ceiving this  projeCl,  had  not  only  the  happinefs 
of  the  Indians  in  view,  but  alfo  his  own  advan- 
tage. He  intends  to  have  them  civilized  by 
priefts,  and  would  give  the  preference  to  mif- 
fionaries  of  the  Roman  Catholic  perfuafion.  The 

policy  of  General  S inclines  him  to  encourage 

a religion,  the  minifters  of  which  are  interefted  in 
a connection  with  the  authority  of  thrones*  and 
who,  therefore,  never  lofe  fight  of  the  principle, 
to  preferve  and  propagate  arbitrary  power.  - 
I learn  here,  that  mm  enervates  the  Indians, 
fhortens  their  lives,  renders  their  marriages  daily 
more  barren,  and,  when  fruitful,  productive  only 
of  poor  unhealthy  children  * and  that,  from  the 
ufe  of  this  poifon,  which  now  cannot  either  be 
wrefted  from  them,  or  rendered  harmlefs  in  its 
confequences,  the  different  tribes  are  daily  de- 
creafmg  in  number. 

Eighty  miles  from  Naryhall,  on  the  Miami,  or 
Great  River,  is  the  fettlementof  Colonel  Brant, 
with  a view  of  which  I fhould  have  been  much 
pleafed  ; but  he  is  not  there  at  prefent,  and  they 
affure  me  that,  in  his  abfence,  I fhould  fee  no- 
thing but  what  I have  already  feen  in  thofe  I have 
hitherto  vifited. 

Colonel  Brant  is  an  Indian  by  bifth.  In  the 
American  war  he  fought  under  the  Englifh  ban- 
Vol.  I.  G g ner, 
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ner,  and  he  has  fmce  been  in  England,  where  he 
was  raoft  gracioufly  received  by  the  King,  and 
met  with  a kind  reception  from  all  daffies  of 
people.  His  manners  are  fe mi- European.  He 
is  attended  by  two  negroes  ; has  eftablifhed  him- 
felf  in  the  Engiifh  way  ; has  a garden  and  a 
farm  ; dreffes  after  the  European  fafhion ; and 
neverthelefs  poffeffes  much  influence  over  the  In- 
dians. He  affifts,  at  prefent,  at  the  Miami- 
treaty  which  the  United  States  are  concluding 
with  the  weftern  Indians.  He  is  alfo  much  re- 
fpeded  by  the  Americans,  and,  in  general,  bears 
fo  excellent  a character,  that  I fmcerely  regret  I 
could  not  fee  and  become  acquainted  with  him. 

The  Indians,  who  inhabit  the  village,  which 
we  palled  on  leaving  Canawaga,  paid  alfo  a vifit 
to  the  Governor  during  the  time  we  flayed  with 
him.  The  weather  being  too  hot  for  receiving 
the  vifit  on  the  grafs,  he  ordered  them  to  be 
adhered  into  a room,  where  he  was  attended  by 
fome  officers  of  the  garrifon,  The  chiefs  of  the 

% The  treaty,  alluded  to  by  the  author,  is  the  Greenville 
treaty,  concluded  on  the  third  of  Auguft  H95,  at  Green- 
ville, a fort  and  fettlement  on  the  fouth  fide  of  a north- 
weflern  branch  of  the  Great  Miami,  between  Major-general 
A.  W ayne  and-  the  chiefs  of  the  following  tribes  of  Indians, 
viz.  the  Wyandots,  Delawares,  Shawanefe,  Ottawas,  Chip- 
pawas,  Putawatimes,  Miamis,  Eel-river,  Weeas,  Kickapoos, 
Pian  Kafhaws  and  Kafkafkias.: — Tranjlator . 
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Indians  faid  a few  words,  which  the  agent  inter- 
preted to  the  Governor,  as  containing  an  affu» 
ranee,  that  they  would  employ  their  tomahawks 
againft  any  one  he  fhould  point  out,  and  expref- 
fions  of  regret,  that  they  could  not  ufe  them  laft 
year  againft  the  Americans.  The  Governor 
thanked  them  for  thefe  fentiments,  endeavoured 
to  confirm  them  in  this  friendly  difpofition,  and 
told  them,  that  the  King  of  Great  Britain  wifhed 
for  peace,  whatever  lies  the  maize-thief  [Mr. 
P — * — , Commiffioner  of  the  United  States]  might 
have  impofed  on  them  laft  year.  They  anfwered, 
that  the  Governor  was  perfectly  right,  and  that 

p was  a drank  as  much  as  they  pleafed, 

and  departed.  The  conference  was  held  at  eight 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  before  nine  o’clock 
half  of  them  were  intoxicated.  The  Governor 
is  very  anxious  to  oblige  and  pleafe  the  Indians ; 
his  only  fon,  a child,  four  years  old,  is  drafted  as 
an  Indian,  and  called  Tioga,  which  name  has 
been  given  him  by  the  Mohawks.  This  harm- 
lefs  farce  may  be  of  ufe  in  the  intercourfe  with 
the  Indians, 

The  Niagara  river  and  lake  abound  with  a great 
variety  of  fifties.  We  affifted  at  a fifhing,  in- 
; tended  to  fupply  the  foldiers  with  fifh ; the  net 
was  drawn  thrice,  One  end  of  the  net  was  held 
by  men,  who  remained  on  fhore,  while  the  re- 
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mainder  was  carried  into  the  ftream  by  means  of 
a boat,  which,  after  the  net  had  been  entirely 
expanded,  conveyed  the  other  end  back  to  the 
ftiore.  Both  ends  are  joined  on  the  fpot,  whence 
the  net  is  drawn.  It  is  only  four  feet  deep,  but  j| 
one  hundred  feet  in  length.  Upwards  of  five 
hundred  fifh  were  caught,  among  which  were 
about  twenty-eight  or  thirty  fturgeons,  fmall 
pikes,  whitings,  rock-fifh,  fun-fifh,  herrings,  a fort 
of  carp,  which  in  point  of  fhape  refemble  thofe 
of  Europe,  but  differ  much  in  flavour,  and  in  the 
form  of  their  heads,  falmon,  trouts  ; in  fhort,  all 
the  fifh  was  of  a tolerable  fize.  Middle-fized  fifh 
are  eafily  caught  by  anglers  on  the  banks  both  of 
the  river  and  the  lake  ; they  frequently  catch 
more  than  their  families  can  confume  in  feveral 
days. 

The  town  of  Newark  {lands  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river,  diredlly  oppofite  to  the  fort.  About 
a hundred  houfes,  moftly  very  fine  ftrudiures, 
have  already  been  eredted*  but  the  progrefs  of 
building  will  probably  be  checked,  by  the  in*  j 
tended  removal  of  the  feat  of  government.  The 
majority  of  the  inhabitants,  efpecially  the  richeft 
of  them,  fhare  in  the  adminiftration ; and  con- 
fequently  will  remove,  to  whatever  place  the 
government  may  be  transferred.  In  point  of 
fize  and  elegance,  the  houfe  of  Colonel  Smith, 
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lieutenant-colonel  in  the  fifth  regiment,  is  much 
diftinguifhed  from  the  reft.  It  confifts  of  joiner’s 
work,  but  is  conftru&ed,  embellifhed,  and  painted 
in  the  beft  ftyle  ; the  yard,  garden,  and  court  are 
furrounded  with  railings,  made  and  painted  as 
elegantly,  as  they  could  be  in  England.  His 
large  garden  has  the  appearance  of  a French 
kitchen-garden,  kept  in  good  order.  In  a country, 
where  it  is  a hard  matter  to  procure  labourers, 
and  where  they  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar 
per  day,  he  finds,  in  his  regiment,  as  many  as  he 
choofes,  for  ninepence  fterling  a day,  becaufe  the 
men  otherwife  do  not  eafily  obtain  leave  to  go  to 
work . It  is  in  this  manner  he  is  now  clearing 
five  thoufand  acres,  which  have  been  granted 
him,  and  has  the  ufe  of  thirty  more,  which  belong 
to  the  King,  are  fituate  in  front  of  the  town,  and 
which  the  Governor  has  affigned  him,  until  he 
fhall  be  neceffitated  to  demand  them  again. 

The  fcarcity  of  men  fervants  is  here  ftill  greater 
than  in  the  United  States.  They,  who  are 
brought  hither  from  England,  either  demand 
lands,  or  emigrate  into  the  United  States.  A 
very  wife  aCt  of  the  Affembty  declares  all  negroes 
to  be  free,  as  foon  as  they  arrive  in  Canada. 
This  defcription  of  men,  who  are  more  or  lefs 
frequent  in  the  United  States,  cannot  here  fupply 
the  want  of  w hite  fervants.  All  perfons  belongs 
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ing  to  the  army  employ  foldiers  in  their  fteacL 
By  the  Engliih  regulations,  every  officer  is  al- 
lowed one  foldier,  to  whom  he  pays  one  fhilling  # 
a week  ; and  this  privilege  is  extended,  in  pro- 
portion as  the  officers  have  need  of  a greater 
number  of  people.  The  Governor,  who  is  alfo 
colonel  of  a regiment  of  Queen’s  Rangers,  Ra- 
tioned in  the  province,  is  attended  in  his  houfe, 
and  at  dinner,  merely  by  privates  of  this  regi-  ] 
ment,  who  alfo  take  care  of  his  horfes.  He  has 
not  been  able  to  keep  one  of  the  men  fervants, 
he  brought  with  him  from  England. 

The  regiments  quartered  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
United  States,  it  is  afferted,  lofe  much  by  defec- 
tion. Seeing  every  where  around  them  lands, 
either  given  away  or  fold  at  a very  low  rate,  and 
being  furrounded  by  people,  who  within  a twelve- 
month  have  rifen  from  poverty  to  profperity,  and 
are  now  married  and  proprietors,  they  cannot  en- 
dure the  idea  of  a fervitude,  which  is  to  end  only 
with  their  exiftence.  The  ennui  naturally  arifing 
from  the  dull  and  fecluded  manner  of  living  in 
garrifons,  where  they  find  neither  work  nor 
amufement,  and  the  flight  attention  fhewn  them 
by  moft  of  the  colonels,  darken  ftili  more,  in 
their  view,  the  difmal  picture  of  their  fituation. 
They  emigrate  accordingly  into  the  United  States, 
where  they  are  fare  to  find  a fettle  ment,  which,  if 
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they  choofe  to  work,  cannot  fail  to  make  them 
rich  and  independent.  To  hold  otit  to  them 
the  fame  hopes  in  the  Englifh  colony  of  Canada, 
would  be  the  only  mean  of  rendering  lefs  danger- 
ous the  temptation  offered  by  the  United  States. 
It  is  with  this  view,  that  Governor  Simcoe  very 
wifely  formed  the  projed  of  difmiffmg  every  fol* 
dier,  who  lhould  find  an  able  fubftitute  in  his 
room,  and  to  give  him  one  hundred  acres  of 
land  ; but  it  is  faid,  that  this  projed  appears,  in 
Lord  Dorchefter’s  judgment,  to  favour  too  much 
of  the  new  principles,  to  obtain  his  confent.  If 
it  were  adually  refufed,  fuch  an  unreafonable 
denial  would  more  forcibly  provoke  the  difcon- 
tented  of  the  troops,  from  their  being  already  ac- 
quainted with  the  meafure. 

During  our  refidence  at  Naryhall,  the  feffion 
of  the  Legiflature  of  Upper  Canada  was  opened. 
The  Governor  had  deferred  it  till  that  time,  on 
account  of  the  expeded  arrival  of  a chief-juftice, 
who  was  to  come  from  England;  and  from  a 
hope,  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  acquaint  the 
members  with  the  particulars  of  the  treaty  with 
the  United  States.  But  the  harveft  has  now  be- 
gun, which  in  a higher  degree  than  elfewhere 
engages,  in  Canada,  the  public  attention,  far  be- 
yond what  ftate-affairs  can  do.  Two  members 
of  the  Legiflative  Council  were  prefent  inftead 

Gg4  'of 


456  TRAVELS  THROUGH 

of  feven  ; no  Chief-juftice  appeared,  who  w'as  to 
a 61  as  Speaker  ; inftead  of  fix  teen  members  of  the 
Afiembly  five  only  attended,  and  this  was  the 
whole  number,  which  could  be  colledled  at  this 
time.  The  law  requires  a greater  number  of 
members  for  each  houfe  to  difcufs  and  deter- 
mine upon  any  bufmefs  but  within  two  days 
a year  will  have  expired  fince  the  laft  fefiion. 
The  Governor  has  therefore  thought  it  right,  to 
open  the  feffion,  referving,  however,  to  either 
houfe  the  right  of  proroguing  the  fittings  from 
one  day  to  another,  in  expedlation,  that  the  fhips 
from  Detroit  and  Kingfton  will  either  bring  the 
members,  who  are  yet  wanting,  or  certain  intel- 
ligence of  their  not  being  able  to  attend. 

The  whole  retinue  of  the  Governor  confifted 
in  a guard  of  fifty  men  of  the  garrifon  of  the  fort. 
Dreffed  in  {ilk,  he  entered  the  hall  with  his  hat 
on  his  head,  attended  by  his  adjutant  and  two 
fecretaries.  The  two  members  of  the  Legiilative 
Council  gave,  by  their  Speaker,  notice  of  it  to 
the  Afifembly.  Five  members  of  the  latter  hav~ 

# By  the  Quebec  A£t,  patTed  in  1791,  it  is  enafted,  that 
the  Legiilative  Council  is  to  confft  of  not  fewer  than  feven 
members  for  Upper  Canada,  and  the  AfTembly  of  not  left 
than  fixteen  members,  who  are  to  be  called  together  at 
leafh  once  in  every  yQtix.--~TranJl.ator* 

ing 
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ing  appeared  at  the  bar,  the  Governor  delivered 
a fpeech  modelled  after  that  of  the  King,  on  the 
political  affairs  of  Europe,  on  the  treaty  conclud- 
ed with  the  United  States,  which  he  mentioned 
in  expreffions  very  favourable  to  the  Union,  and 
on  the  peculiar  concerns  of  Canada.  Where 
no  taxes  are  to  be  fettled,  no  accounts  to  be 
audited  and  examined,  and  no  military  regulations 
to  be  adjufted,  public  bufmefs  cannot  occupy 
much  time.  Rut,  if  even  all  thefe  points  were 
to  be  difeuffed,  the  bufmefs  would  ftill  be  trif- 
ling, from  want  of  an  oppofition ; which  feems 
to  be  precluded  by  the  manner,  in  which  the  two 
Houfes  for  Upper  Canada  are  framed.  The 
conftitution  of  this  province  is  well  adapted  to 
the  prefent  Hate  of  the  country.  The  members 
of  both  Houfes,  who  bear  a fhare  in  the  admini- 
ftration,  are  all  of  them  as  ufeful,  as  can  be  de- 
fired,  at  this  period.  The  influence  of  the  Gover- 
nor is  not  ufelefs.  And  the  other  neceffary  ar- 
rangements, efpecially  fuch  as  may  enfure  liberty 
and  good  order,  will,  no  doubt,  be  made  in  the 
procefs  of  time. 

Fort  Niagara  Hands,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  on  a point, 
oppoflte  to  that  of  Miffiffogas,  on  which  Newark 
is  built.  It  was  originally  conftrudled  by  Mr.  de 
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iaToNQUiERE,  three  miles  nearer  to  the.  falls  ; 
but  was,  fome  years  afterwards,  transferred  to  the 
fpot,  where  it  now  Hands,  and  where  Mr.  de  De- 
nonville  threw  up  an  entrenchment.  This 
fort,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Ofwego,  Detroit,  Miami, 
and  Michiliimakkinak,  are  to  be  fixrrendered  to 
the  Americans  *.  Fort  Niagara  is  faid  to  be  the 
ftrongeft  of  thefe  places,  having  been  ftrength- 
ened  with  fome  new  works,  in  the  courfe  of  lafl 
year ; efpecially  covered  batteries,  defigned  for  its 
protection  on  the  fide  of  the  lake  and  the  river. 
All  the  breaft-works,  Hopes,  &c.  are  lined  with 
timber.  On  the  land-fide,  it  has  a curtain, 
Hanked  by  two  baflions,  in  each  of  which  a 
block-houfe  has  been  conftrufted,  mounted  with 
cannon.  Although  this  fort,  in  common  with 
all  fiich  fmall  fortified  places,  cannot  long  with- 
Hand  a regular  attack ; yet  the  befiegers  cannot 
take  it,  without  a confiderable  lofs.  All  the 
buildings,  within  the  precinCts  of  the  fort,  are  of 
Hone,  and  were  built  by  the  French. 

With  very  obliging  politenefs,  the  Governor 
conduced  us  into  the  fort,  which  he  is  very 
loath  to  vifit ; fmce  he  is  fure,  that  he  fhall  be 
obliged  to  deliver  it  up  to  the  Americans.  Fie 

* All  thefe  forts  were  actually  delivered  up  to  the  Ame- 
ricans in  Auguft  1796,  purfuant  to  the  treaty  of  1794.— 

Tranjlator . 
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carried  us  through  every  part  of  it,  indeed  . more 
of  it  than  we  wifhed  to  fee.  Thirty  artillery-men 
and  eight  companies  of  the  fifth  regiment,  form 
the  garrifon  of  the  fort.  Two  days  after  this 
vifit,  we  dined  in  the  fort,  at  Major  Seward’s, 
an  officer  of  elegant,  polite,  and  amiable  man- 
ners, who  feems  to  be  much  refpedted  by  the 
gentlemen  of  his  profeffion.  He  and  Mr.  Fil- 
kinson,  an  officer  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  are 
the  military  gentlemen  we  have  moft  frequently 
feen  during  our  refidence  in  this  place,  and  whom 
the  Governor  moft  diftinguifhes  from  the  reft. 
In  England,  as  in  France,  the  officers  of  the  en- 
gineers and  artillery  are  in  general  the  moft  ac~ 
complifhed  among  the  gentlemen  of  the  army  ; 
and  their  fociety  is  confequentlv  pi-eferred.  The 
officers  of  the  fifth  regiment,  whom  we  have 
feen,  were  well-bred,  polite,  and  excellent  com- 
panions. 

The  communication  of  the  fort  with  Newark 
is  in  winter  intercepted  for  two  or  three  months, 
by  mafies  of  floating  ice,  carried  along  by  the 
ftream.  At  times  it  is  free  for  a few  hours  only, 
The  Indians  attempt,  now  and  then,  to  crofs  the 
river,  by  jumping  from  one  piece  of  ice  to  ano- 
ther. But  the  number  of  thofe,  who  venture 
upon  this  dangerous  experiment,  is  never  great. 

Some  trifling  excurfions,  we  made  in  the  en~* 
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virons  of  the  city  ; and  efpecially  a tour  of  four 
days,  with  the  Governor,  along  the  banks  of  the 
lake  ; afforded  us  an  opportunity  of  feeing  the 
interior  country.  The  chief  purpoie  of  this 
journey  was,  to  reach  the  extremity  of  the  lake. 
A boat,  made  of  the:  bark  of  trees,  and  defigned 
for  the  -Governor’s  excurf  ons  between  Detroit 
and  Kingfton,  contained  the  wdiole  company  ; 
which  confided  of  the  Governor,  Major  Seward, 
Mr.  Pilkimon,  us  three  (Mr.  de  Blacons,  hav- 
ing left  us  two  days  after  our  arrival  in  Nary- 
hall),  and  Mr.  Richard,  a young  Englifhman, 
who  arrived  here  by  the  way  of  the  North  River, 
and  whom  we  had  already  feen  in  Philadelphia. 
Twelve  cliajjeurs  of  the  Governor’s  regiment  row- 
ed the  boat,  which  was  followed  by  another  ved 
fel,  carrying  tents  and  provifion.  We  halted  at 
noon  to  eat  our  dinner,  and  in  the  evening  to 
pitch  our  tents  and  fup.  In  the  morning,  we 
walked,  then  breakfaded,  and  fet  out  to  purfue 
pur  journey,  which  wTas  rendered,  rather  unplea- 
fant  by  a fmall  fall  of  rain. 

Forty  mile- creek  was  one  of  the  chief  objects 
of  our  tour.  This  dream,  which  interfedts  in  a 
draight  line  the  range  of  mountains,  extending 
from  Queens’  Town,  flows,  with  a gentle  fall, 
into  the  plain  ; and  affords  fome  wild,  awful,  yet 
very  pleafmg  profpedts  among  the  mountains. 

Before 
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Before  it  empties  itfelf  into  the  lake,  it  turns  a 
grift  mill,  and  two  faw- mills,  which  belong  to  a 
Mr.  Green,  a loyalift  of  Jerfey,  who,  fix  or 
feven  years  ago,  fettled  in  this  part  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada. 

$ 

This  Mr.  Green  was  the  conftant  companion 
of  the  Governor  on  this  little  journey  ; he  is  ap- 
parently a worthy  man,  and  in  point  of  knowr- 
ledge  far  fuperior  to  the  common  caft  of  fettlers 
in  this  neighbourhood.  His.  eftate  confifts  of 
three  hundred  acres,  about  forty  of  which  are 
cleared  of  wood.  He  paid  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  for  forty  acres,  through  which 
the  creek  flows,  that  turns  his  mill,  on  account 
of  the  greater  value,  they  bear  for  this  reafon  ; 
the  common  price  being  only  five  fhillings  per 
acre.  Land  newly  cleared  yields  here,  the  flrft 
year,  twenty  bulhels  of  corn.  The  foil  is  good, 
though  not  of  the  moft  excellent  quality.  They 
plough  the  land,  after  it  has  produced  three  or 
four  crops,  but  not  very  deep,  and  never  ufe  ma- 
nure. The  price  of  flour  is  twenty -two  fhillings 
per  hundred  weight ; that  of  wheat  from  feven  to 
eight,  fhillings  per  bufhei.  The  bufliel  weighs 
fix ty- two  pounds  upon  an  average.  Labourers 
are  fearce,  and  are  paid  at  the  rate  of  fix  fhillings 
a day. 

Refpeding  the  feeding  of  cattle,  the  winter  is 
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here  reckoned  at  five  months  and  half,  and  near 
the  lakes  often  at  fix  ; on  the  mountains  it  is  a 
month  fhorter.  A few  habitations  are  fcattered 
over  this  diflrid:.  Wheat  is  here,  as  well  as 
throughout  all  Upper  Canada,  generally  fown ; 
but  other  forts  of  grain  are  alfo  cultivated. 
Wheat  and  rye  are  fown  in  September  ; oats,  in 
May  ; barley,  in  June  ; turnips,  in  July  ; and  po- 
tatoes, in  May.  The  hay  harveft  falls  between 
the  10th  of  June  and  the  10th  of  July.  Rye  is 
generally  cut  about  the  beginning  of  July  ; and 
wheat,  m the  latter  days  of  the  fame  month ; 
potatoes  and  turnips  are  dug  up  in  October  and 
November.  Grafs  is,  in  general,  mowed  but 
once.  Cultivated  meadows  are  fown  with 
timothy- grafs.  The  cattle,  are  fed,  in  winter, 

with  hay  ; which  is  kept  either  in  barns,  in 
Dutch,  lofts*,  or  in  ftacks,  after  the  Englifh 
manner:  the  laft  are  very  badly  made.  Until 
the  winter  fets  in  with  great  feverity,  the  cattle 
are  leit  to  graze  in  the  woods  ; they  tell  us,  that 
in  all  parts  of  Upper  Canada,  the  fnow  lies  fel- 
dom  deeper  than  two  feet.  The  whole  of  thefe 

* In  this  neighbourhood,  as  well  as  throughout  all  the 
northern  parts  of  the  Union,  they  call  a thatched  roof  of 
a round,  fquare  or  polygonal  form,  which reks  on  long  polls, 
but  can  he  raifed  or  lowered  at  pieafure,  aDutchioft.-— 
jiuthor. 
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obfervations  apply  alfo  to  t^he  cultivated  ground 
near  Lake  Ontario  and  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  Green,  who  has  a very  numerous  family, 
intends  to  bring  up  all  his  fons  to  farming,  and 
to  build  for  each  of  them  a mill,  either  on  this 
or  on  a neighbouring  creek.  He  grinds  the  com 
for.  all  the  military  pofts  in  Upper  Canada ; 
where  General  Simcoe  has  ordered  all  the  flour 
of  a good  quality  to  be  purchafed,  which  fhall  be 
offered  by  millers  in  larger  quantities  than  fix 
bulhels. 

The  road  from  Forty  mile-creek  to  the  extre- 
mity of  the  lake,  which  we  travelled,  on  horfe- 
back,  is  one  of  the  worft  we  have  hitherto  feen 
in  America.  But  for  our  finding  now  and  then 
fome  trunks  of  trees  in  the  fwampy  places,  we 
fihould  not  have  been  able  to  difengage  ourfelves 
from  the  morafs.  Along  the  road,  which  is  fif- 
teen miles  in  length,  the  foil  is  good  ; but  we 
fcarcely  faw  four  plantations  on  the  bank  of  the 
lake.  At  the  very  extremity  of  it,  and  on  the 
moft  fruitful  foil,  there  are  but  twTo  fettlements. 

Burlington  Bay  borders  on  Lake  Ontario.  This 
bay  is  five  miles  in  length,  and  communicates 
with  the  lake  by  a freight  fixty  yards  wide ; but 
this  communication  is  interrupted  by  fand- 
banks,  which,  at  the  extremity  of  the  lake,  form 
a bar,  the  bafe  of  which  projects  nearly  half  a 
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mile  into  the  lake.  This  foie  paflage  excepted, 
the  bay  is  feparated  from  the  lake  by  an  ifthmus, 
from  two  to  four  hundred  yards  broad.  At 
the  point,  where  this  ifthmus  begins  on  the 
fouthern  fide  of  the  lake,  the  unnavigable  traft 
is  about  fifty  feet  in  width.  Small  veffels  are 
worked  up  into  a final!  creek  in  the  bay  ; whence 
they  proceed  without  any  impediment  to  any 
other  part  within  its  extent.  The  mountains, 
which  near  Fortymile-creek  reach  clofe  to  the 
lake,  but  afterwards  recede  to  the  diftance  of  five 
or  fix  miles,  approach  it  again  at  the  extremity 
of  Burlington  Bay.  Their  colour,  as  well  as  the 
quality  of  the  intervening  foil  between  them  and 
the  lake,  affords  ground  to  fuppofe,  that  they  once 
formed  its  borders,  and  that  the  tract  of  ground, 
which  now  feparates  them  from  its  prefent  bed, 
and  w hich  is  covered  with  very  old  and  beautiful 
trees,  has  been  formed  by  alluvia  from  the  waters 
of  the  lake.  This  range  of  mountains,  after  hav- 
ing formed  an  opening,  through  which  a pretty 
confiderable  river  empties  itfelf  into  the  bay,  re^ 
join,  bound  the  lake  for  about  a fourth  part  of 
its  length,  and  ftretch  thence  towards  Lake 
Huron,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  they  divide  into 
different  branches,  the  farther  dire&on  of  which 
is  not  known.  The  geographical  knowledge  of 
this  country,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  courfe 
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of  the  rivers,  the  ftiape  of  the  vallies,  and  the 
direction  of  the  chain  of  mountains,  is  yet  very 
imperfect.  Governor  Simcoe  is  aware  of  the 
neceffity  of  its  being  enlarged  and  perfedted* 
But,  in  a newly  occupied  country,  like  this,  the 
number  of  objefts  neceffary  to  be  attended  to  is 
immenfe. 

During  the  whole  of  our  excurlion  we  pafled 
through  woods,  copioufly  adorned  with  flowers 
of  the  moft  exquifite  hues  and  fragrance,  the 
names  of  which  we  could  not  learn.  The  num- 
bers of  fragrant  trees,  of  a fize  unknown  in  Eu« 
rope,  was  equally  great. 

The  banks  of  the  lake  are  rather  unhealthy, 
and  intermittent  fevers  are  almoft  as  frequent 
there,  as  in  the  diftridt  of  Geneflee.  But  few 
furgeons  refide  ill  the  country  ; they  are  not  dif- 
fered to  pradtife,  till  after  having  undergone  an 
examination  by  a phyfician,  appointed  by  go- 
vernment. This  prevention,  which  may  prove 
very  beneficial  in  future  times,  is  at  prefent  of 
no  avail.  For,  as  very  few  apply  for  • leave  to 
pradtife,  the  moft  ignorant  are  admitted  without 
difficulty,  if  they  will  only  prefent  themfelves  for 
admiffion. 

By  one  of  them  I was  informed,  that  the  in- 
ferior daffies  of  the  inhabitants  dread  their  advice 
in  intermittent  fevers,  becaufe  they  always  pre- 
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fcribe  bark  ; and  that  poor  people,  inflead  of  fol- 
lowing their  advice,  have  recourfe  to  a fort  of 
magic  charm,  in  which  univerfal  confidence  is 
placed  in  this  country.  If  feized  with  the  ague, 
they  go  into  the  forefl,  fearch  out  a branch  of  an 
elm  or  faflafras,  of  the  laft  year’s  growth  ; fallen 
to  this  branch,  without  breaking  it  off  the  tree, 
a thread,  which  mull  not  be  quite  new ; tie  as 
many  knots,  as  they  think  they  fhall  have  fits  of 
the  fever ; and  then  return  home,  perfectly  con- 
vinced, that  they  fhall  not  experience  more  fits, 
than  they  have  bound  themfelves  to  fuflain,  by 
the  number  of  knots  they  have  tied.  The  firft 
difcoverers  of  this  arcanum  ufed  to  make  fo  few 
knots,  that  the  ague  would  frequently  difappoint 
their  hopes,  but  they  who  at  prefent  praftife  this 
fuperflition  tie  fo  many,  that  the  febrile  matter  is 
generally  carried  off,  before  the  number  of  fits 
comes  up  to  that  of  the  knots. 

A tour  along  the  banks  of  the  lake  is  ex- 
tremely pleafant ; the  profpeft  of  this  vafl  fheet 
of  water  is  majeflic,  and  the  traces  of  culture, 
which  upon  the  whole  has  been  commenced  on 
the  bell  principles,  offer  a pidfure,  on  which  both 
the  eye  and  the  mind  dwell  with  equal  pleafure. 
The  Governor  is  a worthy  man,  amiable  and 
plain.  The  company  was  agreeable,  and  we  en- 
joyed every  convenience,  which  can  be  expe&ed 

on 
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on  a journey  of  this  kind.  And  yet,  during  the 
whole  time  of  our  refidence  in  Naryhall,  where 
he,  as  well  as  every  one  belonging  to  him,  loaded 
us  with  civilities,  in  a manner  the  moft  agree- 
able, I did  not  experience  one  moment  of  true 
happinefs,  and  real  untainted  enjoyment. 

1 am  at  a lofs  to  account  to  myfelf  for  the  va- 
rious perceptions,  which  preifed  upon  my  mind, 
and  prevented  my  feelings  from  being  entirely  ab- 
forbed  by  gratitude,  and  by  the  pleafing  fenfa- 
tions,  it  naturally  produces.  I love  the  Englifh 
more,  perhaps,  than  any  other  Frenchman;  I have 
been  conftantly  well  treated  by  the  Englifh ; I 
have  friends  among  them ; I acknowledge  the 
many  great  qualities  and  advantages  which  they 
poffefs.  I deteft  the  horrid  crimes,  which  ftain 
the  French  revolution,  and  which  deftroyed  fo 
many  objedts  of  my  love  and  efteem ; I am  ba- 
nifhed  from  France ; my  eftates  are  confifcated ; 
by  the  government  of  my  country  I am  treated 
as  a criminal  or  corrupt  citizen ; fevered  from  all 
1 held  dear,  I have  been  reduced  to  extreme,  in- 
expreffible  mifery,  by  Robefpierre,  and  the  reft 
of  the  ruffians,  whom  my  countrymen  have  fuf- 
fered  to  become  their  tyrants ; nor  are  my  mis- 
fortunes yet  confirm  mated— and  yet,  the  love  of 
my  country,  this  innate  feeling,  now  fo  painful 
to  me,  fo  clafhing  with  my  prefent  fituation, 
H h 2 holds 
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holds  an  abfolute  fway  over  my  foul,  and  pur- 
fues  me  here  more  clofely,  than  elfe where.  This 
Englifh  flag,  under  which  I am  failing  over  lakes 
where  the  French  flag  was  fo  long  difplayed, ; 
thefe  forts,  thefe  guns,  the  fpoils  of  France,  this 
conftant,  obvious  proof  of  our  former  weaknefs 
and  of  our  misfortunes,  give  me  pain,  perplex  and 
overpower  me  to  a degree,  which  I am  at  a lofs 
to  explain.  The  fuccefs,  laft  year,  obtained  by 
Lord  Howe,  v/hich  the  Englifh  mention  with 
more  franknefs,  becaufe  they  fuppofe  our  in- 
tereft  to  be  intimately  connected  with  theirs; 
the  eagemefs  they  difplay  in  announcing  new  de- 
feats of  the  French,  the  accounts  of  which  are 
prefaced  by  the  affurance,  that  Englifh  triumphs 
and  exertion  fhall  reinftatc  us  in  the  poffeffion  of 
our  eftates,  and  followed  w ith  congratulations ; 
all  thefe  common  topics  of  eonverfation,  which 
our  guefts  feem  to  introduce  with  the  beft  intern 
tion,  prove  more  painful  to  my  feelings,  as  I am 
neceffitated  to  hide  my  thoughts,  left  1 ftiould  he 
deemed  a fool  by  the  few,  in  whofe  eyes  I am  ncr 
Jacobin,  no  Eobefpierrian,  and  becaufe  I am,  as 
it  were,  at  crofs  puxpofes  with  myfelf  And  yet 
it  is  a fentiment  rooted,  deeply  rooted  in  my 
foul,  that  I would  continue  poor  and  banifhed,  alt 
the  days  of  my  life,  rather  than  owe  my  restora- 
tion to  my  country  and  my  eftates , to  the  influence  of 
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foreign  powers , and  to  Britifh  pride.  I hear  of 
no  defeat  of  the  French  armies,  without  grief,  or 
of  any  of  their  triumphs,  without  my  felf-love 
being  gratified  to  a degree,  which  at  times  I take 
not  fufficient  care  to  conceal*.  And  yet,  not- 
•withftanding  thefe  feelings,  the  confeffion  of 
which  may  appear  ridiculous  in  my  prefent  fitua- 
tion,  I cannot  difcern  the  period,  when  anarchy 
fiiall  ceafe  in  my  ill-fated  country,  and  liberty, 
regulated  by  wife  and  efficient  laws,  afford  hap- 
pinefs  at  leaft  to  thofe,  who  are  not  banifhed ; 
when  France  fhall  reft  her  glory  on  a fafe  and 
lafting  foundation. 

I do  not  know,  whether  thofe  of  my  friends, 
who  fnall  read  thefe  lines,  will  underftand  my 
meaning  ; and  whether  they  will  be  more  able, 
than  I am,  to  reconcile  theft  apparently  incon- 
gruous feelings  and  perceptions.  I have  here 
thrown  them  together,  as  I felt  and  conceived 
them. 


* Thefe  “ Confeffions  cPun  Emigre™  which  ingenuoufly 
exprefs  the  true  fentiments  of  a very  confiderable  part  of  the 
emigrated  French  nobility  and  gentry,  are  not,  it  feems, 
unworthy  of  the  notice  of  foreign  powers,  and  efpecially  of 
our  government.  A French  emigrant,  who  a<fted  in  the 
Weft  Indies  as  field-officer  in  the  Britifh  fervice,  regretted, 
that  the  “ pavilion  cheri  ” was  not  waving  at  the  maft-head 
of  the  veftel,  on  board  of  which  he  was  going  to  combat 
the  French.— Tratijl* 
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In  addition  to  the  civilities  offered  here  to  our 
fmall  company,  Dupetitthouars  experienced  one 
of  a peculiar  complexion,  confrfting  in  an  offer  of 
lands  in  Upper  Canada,  made  by  Major  Seward, 
who,  without  exprefsly  ftating,  that  he  was  au~ 

' thorifed  by  the  Governor  to  propofe  this  offer, 
at  leaft  hinted  fomething  to  that  effeft.  The 
polite,  yet  peremptory  anfwer,  returned  by  Du- 
petitthouars, at  once  ended  the  bufmefs. 

The  tafte  for  news  is  not  by  far  fo  prevalent  in 
Upper  Canada  as  in  the  United  States.  Only 
one  newspaper  is  printed  in  Newark  ; and  but  for 
the  fupport  granted  by  government,  not  the 
fourth  part  of  the  expence  of  the  proprietor  would 
be  refunded  by  the  fale  of  his  papers.  It  is  a fhort 
abftradt  of  the  newfpapers  of  New  York  and  Al- 
bany, accommodated  to  the  principles  of  the  Go- 
vernor ; with  an  epitome  of  the  Quebec  Gazette. 
In  the  front  and  back  of  the  paper  are  advertife- 
ments.  It  is  a weekly  paper  ; but  very  few  co- 
pies are  fent  to  fort  Erie  and  Detroit.  The 
newfpaper  prefs  alfo  ferves  for  printing  the  afts 
of  the  Legislature,  and  the  notices  and  orders 
iffued  by  the  Governor ; and  this  is  its  principal 
ufe.  In  point  'of  news,  the  fituation  at  Niagara 
is  by  no  means  convenient,  efpecially  in  time  of 
war. 

The  Englifli  fhips  are  not  yet  arrived  from 
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Quebec,  and  this  day  is  the  fixth  of  July.  The 

intelligence,  which  reached  Philadelphia  about 
the  time  of  our  departure,  has  but  juft  been  re- 
ceived at  Niagara.  They  tell  us,  that  they  know 
nothing,  but  what  they  have  learned  direCtly  from 
England.  What  little  information  we  have  been 
able  to  collect  from  different  quarters,  concerning 
the  fentiments  of  the  people,  and  which  we 
could  only  now  and  then  obtain,  as  we  fhould 
otnerwife  have  . given  offence  by  too  much  inqui- 
fitivenefs  on  this  head,  coincides  in  reprefenting 
the  nation  at  large  as  defirous  of  tranquillity  and 
peace.  But  the  American  loyalists,  who  have 
actually  fuffered  by  the  war,  ftill  harbour  enmity 
and  hatred  againft  their  native  land  and  country- 
men. Thefe  fentiments  however  are  daily  de- 
creasing, and  are  not  Shared  by  the  far  greater 
number  of  emigrants,  who  arrive  from  the  United 
States,  Nova  Scotia,  and  New  Brunfwick.  There 
are  mal-contents  in  this  country  ; but  their  num- 
ber is  Small.  Several  new  fettlers,  who  migrate 
into  this  province  from  the  United  States,  falfely 
profefs  an  attachment  to  the  Britifh  Monarch, 
and  curfe  the  government  of  the  Union,  for  the 
mere  purpofe  of  thus  wheedling  themfelves  into 
the  poffeffion  of  lands.  The  high  price  of  pro- 
vifion,  the  prohibition  of  a commercial  inter- 
eourfe,  and  the  protracted  delivery  of  the  deeds, 
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by  which  the  property  of  granted  lands  is  con- 
veyed to  the  occupiers,  form,  indeed,  grounds  of 
much  difcontent ; but  this  is  by  no  means  of  a 
nature  to  caufe  uneafmefs  to  the  government, 
which  feems  even  to  doubt  its  exiftence,  though, 
in  cafe  of  a wTar  with  the  United  States,  it  might 
render  its  fituation  extremely  critical. 

The  Epifcopal  is  the  eftablifhed  religion  in 
Upper  Canada.  In  Detroit,  however,  half  of  the 
inhabitants  are  Roman  Catholics ; and  fome  fa- 
milies'of  Quakers,  Baptifts,  and  Dunkers,  are  fcat- 
tered  through  the  province,  though  in  fmall 
numbers. 

A feventh  part  of  the  lands  is  allotted  to  the 
fupport  of  the  Proteftant  clergy.  For  the  Roman 
Catholic  fervice  nothing  is  paid,  except  in  De- 
troit. No  church  has  yet  been  built,  even  in 
Newark.  In  the  fame  halls,  where  the  Legifla- 
tive  and  Executive  Councils  hold  their  fittings, 
jugglers  would  be  permitted  to  difplay  their  tricks, 
if  any  fhould  ever  ilray  to  this  remote  country. 
Our  laft  excurfion  in  the  environs  of  Naryhall 
brought  us  by  Queenftowm  to  one  of  the  Tufca- 
rora  villages,  which  Rands  on  the  Indian  terri- 
tory, four  miles  from  Naryhall.  One  of  the 
roads,  which  lead  thither,  paffes  over  mountains, 
that  border  upon  the  falls.  This  road  affords  fome 
interefling  profpects,  fuch  as  precipices,  dreary 
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receffes,  wild  romantic  fcenes  as  far  as  the  moun- 
tains projedt  over  the  river,  ftill  hemmed  in  be* 
tween  this  double  range  of  high  rocks.  They 
become  truly  admirable  where  the  mountains 
;}  flope  towards  the  plain,  which  feparates  them 
j!  from  the  banks  of  the  lake ; this  whole  plain* 
Fort  Niagara,  the  bank  of  the  lake,  the  lake  it* 
felf,  nay,  a part  of  the  oppofite  bank,  burfting 
at  once  on  your  view.  The  foil  feems  every 
where  to  be  of  a good  quality. 

This  Tufcarora  village  has  as  dirty  and  mean 
an  appearance  as  all  the  other  villages  we  have 
hitherto  feen;  but  the  inhabitants,  being  informed 
of  the  intended  vifit  of  the  Governor,  had  painted 
themfelves  with  the  utmoft  care,  and  were  dreffed 
in  their  molt  fafhionable  ftyle.  They  fancied  he 
i came  to  hold  an  affembly.  A booth,  covered  with 
green  branches,  before  the  door  of  the  habitation 
of  the  chieftain,  on  which  the  Englifh  flag  was 
waving,  was  the  place  Angled  out  for  the  ex* 
pedted  folemnity.  The  inhabitants  were  rather 
difappointed,  when  they  learned  from  the  Go- 
vernor, that  he  came  with  no  other  view  but  to1 
pay  them  a vifit.  He  fat  down  in  the  booth. 
The  Indians  were  feated  on  benches  placed  in  a 
femi- circular  form,  and  fmoaked  tobacco.  As 
many  of  the  young  men  as  could  find  room  fat  at 
the  end,  or  Hood  leaning  on  the  rails.  General 
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Simcoe  and  onrfclves  were  in  the  centre  of  the 
femi-circle women  and  children  were  kept  at  a 
diflance. 

Paterson,  an  American  by  birth,  whom  the 

J f 

Indians  took  prifoner  at  the  age  of  ten  years  (he 
is  now  twenty-five)  adled  as  interpreter  to  the 
Governor.  All  his  fpeeches,  like  every  difcourfe 
of  the  Engliih  agents  addreffed  to  .the  Indians, 
turned  on  the  fame  fubjedt.  He  told  them  alfo, 
at  this  time,  that  the  Yankees  were  brooding  over 
home  evil  defign  againft  them  ; that  they  had  no 
other  ohjedl  in  view  but  to  rob  them  of  their 
lands  ; and  that  their  good  Father  (King  George) 
was  the  true  friend  of  their  nation.  He  alfb  re- 
peated, that  the  maize-thief  (T — — P ) 

was  a rogue  and  a liar. 

His  fpeech,  however,  met  not  with  much  ap~ 
plaufe  on  the  part  of  the  Tufcaroras.  The  Se- 
neca-Indians  had  called  here  a week  before,  on 
their  way  to  Naryhall,  and  told  them,  that  they 
were  going  to  the  Governor,  without  entering 
into  any  particulars  refpedling  the  objedl  of  their 
vifit.  This  circumftance  led  the  Tufcaroras  to 
conclude,  that  fomething  very  important  was  in 
negociation  between  the  Senecas  and  the  Gover- 
nor, probably  tending  to  the  prejudice  of  their 
nation;  for  miftruft,  fufpicion,  and  apprehenfions, 
form  the  prominent  features  of  the  policy  of  the 
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Indians  ; and  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  this  waj 
of  thinking  is  a very  natural  confequence  of  the 
condudt  of  the  colonifts  towards  them. 

The  Governor  difclaimed  all  particular  negoci- 
ations  with  the  Senecas  ; and,  in  order  to  divert 
them  from  this  opinion,  made  ufe  of  all  the  com- 
pliments  and  affurances,  which  he  thought  any 
way  fitted  to  flatter  their  vanity,  or  allay  their 
fears.  He  again  told  them  of  the  Yankees,  of  the 
maize-thief,  and  of  King  George  ; but  all  this  did 
not  fatisfy  them.  His  promife  of  granting  them 
lands  in  Canada,  if  the  Yankees  fhould  drive 
them  from  their  homes,  made  no  deeper  im- 
preffion  ; nothing  could  brighten  that  cold,  nay 
gloomy  countenance,  which  they  generally  pre- 
ferve  while  they  are  treating  on  bufinefs.  The 
extreme  care,  which  they  employ  to  conceal  their 
impreflions  on  fimilar  occafions,  may  either  be 
the  effedt  ot  a ftudied  diffimulation,  the  neceffity 
of  which  they  may  have  learned  in  their  inter- 
courfe  with  the  colonifts,  or  merely  the  refult  of 
charadter  and  habit.  This  anecdote,  however 
trifling  in  itfelf,  Ihews  how  eafily  the  jealoufy  be- 
tween the  different  Indian  nations  is  roufed ; a 
difpofition  which,  like  all  the  other  foibles  of  the 
Indians,  both  the  Englifh  and  the  Americans  turn 
to  their  advantage. 

There  are  few  Indian  villages,  where  fome  per- 
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fons  of  European  defcent  have  not  fettled,  who 
generally  enjoy  a confiderable  fhare  of  influence 
over  the  tribe.  They  are  commonly  people  of  a 
very  indifferent  character,  attracted  by  the  idle, 
extravagant,  and  drunken  habits  of  the  Indians. 
It  is  a general  remark,  that  the  whites,;  who  refide 
among  them,  are  extremely  vicious,  cruel,  and  co- 
vetous, and  the  very  worft  hufbands  and  fathers. 

• j 

Intermitting  fevers  are  very  frequent  in  this 
village.  The  Indians  frequently  take  the  advice 
of  the  phyfician,  whom  the  Englilh  government 
appoints,  and  pays  on  their  account ; but  they, 
far  more  frequently,  take  draughts,  which  they 
prepare  themfelves  from  the  juice  of  herbs.  Al- 
though the  neighbourhood  is  much  infefted  with 
rattle- fnakes,  yet  none  of  the  prefent  inhabitants 
of  this  village  were  ever  bitten  by  them.  Their 
remedy,  in  this  cafe,  would  confift  of  fait  and 
water,  which  they  think  infallible,  and  fully  fuf- 
ficient  to  effed:  a cure. 

We  met  on  this  excurflon  an  American  family, 
who,  with  fome  oxen,  cows,  and  fheep,  were 
emigrating  to  Canada.  " We  come,”  faid  they, 
u to  the  Governor,”  wrhom  they  did  not  know, 
“ to  fee  whether  he  will  give  us  land.”  “ Aye, 
aye,”  the  Governor  replied,  “ you  are  tired  of 
the  federal  government ; you  like  not  any  longer 
to  have  fo  many  kings  ; you  wifh  again  for  your 

old 


477 


NORTH  AMERICA,  CANADA,  &C. 


i 


old  father,”  (it  is  thus  the  Governor  calls  the 
Britiih  Monarch  when  he  fpeaks  with  Ameri- 
cans) ; “ you  are  perfectly  right ; come  along, 
we  love  fuch  good  royalifts  as  you  are,  we  will 
give  you  land.” 

On  our  return  from  Queenftown  we  defcended 
in  the  Governor’s  boat  the  noble  river  Niagara, 
the  banks  of  which  imagination  delights  to  fancy 
covered  with  inhabitants,  and  reclaimed  by  cul- 
ture from  their  prefent  wild  ftate,  and  views  rich 
and  charming  landfcapes  ; but  this  rlchnefs,  and 
thefe  charms,  will  probably  yet,  for  a confiderable 
time,  enchant  the  eye  of  fancy  alone. 

During  our  refidence  in  Naryhall,  Meffrs.  Du~ 
petitthouars  and  Guillemard  took  the  opportunity 
of  the  return  of  a gun-boat,  and  made  an  ex- 
cursion to  York.  Indolence,  politenefs  to  the  Go- 
vernor, and  the  conviftion  that  I ihould  meet  with 
nothing  remarkable  in  that  place,  united  to  dif- 
fuade  me  from  this  journey.  My  friends  informed 
me  on  their  return,  that  this  town,  which  the 
Governor  had  fixed  upon  as  the  capital  of  Upper 
Canada,  before  he  thought  of  building  a capital 
on  the  Thames,  has  a fine  extenfive  road,  de- 
tached from  the  lake  by  a neck  of  land  of  unequal 
breadth,  being  in  fome  places  a mile,  in  others 
only  fix  fcore  yards  broad  ; that  the  entrance  of 
this  road  is  about  a mile  in  width  ; that  in  the 
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middle  of  it  is  a Shoal  or  Sand-bank,  the  narrows 
on  each  fide  of  which  may  be  eafily  defended  by 
works  eredted  on  the  two  points  of  land  at  the 
entrance,  where  two  block-houles  have  already 
been  conft-rudled  ; that  this  is  two  miles  and  half 
long,  and  a mile  wide  ; and  that  the  elevation 
of  the  Shore  greatly  facilitates  its  defence  by  for- 
tifications to  be  thrown  up  on  the  moft  con- 
venient points.  * 

Governor  Simcoe  intends  to  make  York  the 
centre  of  the  naval  force  on  Lake  Ontario. 
Only  four  gun-boats  are,  at  prefent,  on  this  lake  ; 
two  of  which  are  constantly  employed  in  trans- 
porting merchandize ; the  other  two,  which 
alone  are  fit  to  carry  troops  and  guns,  and  have 
oars  and  fails,  are  lying  under  fhelter  until  an  oc- 
cafion  occurs  to  convert  them  to  their  intended 
purpofe.  It  is  the  Governor’s  intention  to  build 
ten  Similar  gun-boats  on  Lake  Ontario,  and  ten 
on  Lake  Erie.  The  fhip- carpenters,  who  con- 
struct them,  refide  in  the  United  States,  and 
return  home  every  winter. 

There  have  not  been  more  than  twelve  houfes 
hitherto  built  in  York.  They  Stand  on  the  bay 
near  the  River  Dun.  The  inhabitants  do  not 
poflefs  the  faireSt  character.  One  of  them  is  the 
noted  Baty,  the  leader  of  the  German  families, 
who,  according  to  the  aflertion  of  Captain  Wil- 
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liamfon,  were  decoyed  away  by  the  Englifh,  to 
injure  and  obftruci  the  profperity  of  his  fettle- 
ment. 

Notwithstanding  the  navigation  of  this  river, 
there  is  a portage  of  thirty  miles  between  York 
and  Lake  Simcoe,  by  which  the  merchandize, 
that  comes  from  Lake  Huron,  might  reach  that 
place  in  a ftraighter  line.  The  barracks,  which 
are  occupied  by  the  Governor’s  regiment,  Hand 
on  the  road,  two  miles  from  the  town,  and  near 
the  lake  ; defertion,  I am  told,  is  very  frequent 
among  the  foldiers. 

In  a circumference  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  the  Indians  are  the  only  neighbours  of 
York.  They  belong  to  the  tribe  of  the  MifTafTo- 
gas.  I fhall  here  obferve,  that  all,  who  have 
| vifited  the  Indians  in  Upper  Canada,  allure  us, 
that  Father  Charlevoix  has  delineated  their 
manners  with  the  fame  exadmefs  and  truth,  which 
has  he  in  general  difplayed  in  the  defcription  of 
the  countries  he  tr  aver  fed. 

After  a relidence  of  eighteen  days  at  Naryhall, 
wq  took  leave  of  the  Governor  on  Friday  the  1 oth 
of  July.  He  wifhed  us  to  flay  a little  longer  ; 
but  Lord  Dorchester’s  anfwer  had  probably 
reached  Kingfton  by  this  time ; and,  not  with- 
i {banding  the  Governo-r’s  true  politenefs  and  gene- 
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tous  hofpitalitv,  we  were  not  entirely  free  from 
apprehenlions  of  incommoding  him, 

I hope  that  he  has  been  as  fatisfled  with  the 
iincerity  and  franknefs  of  Mr.  Dupetitthouars  and 
myfelf,  as  we  were  with  his  kindnefs.  As  to 
Mr.  Guillemard,  I make  no  mention  of  him, 
fince,  he  being  an  Englifhman,  his  fituation  is 
altogether  different  from  ours.  We  enjoyed  in 
the  General’s  houfe  the  molt  perfeft  freedom  of 
opinion,  which  a man  of  his  diftinguilhed  talents 
will  always  cherifih,  and  but  for  which  we  fhould 
not  have  been  able  to  continue  fo  long  at  Nary- 
hall  as  we  did. 

Every  thing  we  have  feen  and  heard  In  this 
part  of  Upper  Canada  renders  it,  in  our  judg- 
ment, extremely  probable,  that  her  aependance 
on  England  will  not  be  of  long  duration.  The 
Ipirit  of  independance,  which  prevails  in  the 
United  States,  has  already  gained  ground  in  this 
province,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  much  encreafed 
by  a more  immediate  connexion  with  the  United 
States.  The  comparifon  drawn  by  the  inhabi- 
tants .of  Upper  Canada,  between  the  price  of  com- 
modities fubjedi  to  Englifh  duties  and  cuftoms, 
and  the  value  of  the  fame  articles  on  the  op- 
polite  Ihore,  will  be  a fufiicient  fource  of  envy 
and  difeontent.  The  navigation  being  carried 
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on  by  both  countries  on  the  fame  lakes  and 
canals,  it  will  be  impoffible  to  prevent  the  con- 
traband-trade ; and  this  cannot  but  prove  highly 
prejudicial  to  Great  Britain,  at  leaf!:  according  to 
.the  fyftem,  by  which  fhe  is  guided  in  the  govern- 
ment of  her  colonies.  This  contraband-trade 
will  be  a conftant  object  of  difpute  between  the 
two  ftates,  and  will  furnifh  the  Governor  of  Upper 
Canada  with  fufficient  pretences  for  commencing 
and  promoting  a war.  But,  a conteft,  the  na- 
tural confequence  of  which  would  be  an  increafe 
of  the  price  of  provifion  in  Canada  far  above 
what  it  would  bear  in  the  United  States,  could 
not  be  a popular  war.  It  would  be  a repetition 
of  the  American  War  of  the  Stamp-adt,  and  of 
the  Tea-tax,  and  would  probably  be  attended 
with  the  fame  confequences. 

The  natural  order  of  things  at  this  moment, 
and  the  univerfal  difpofition  of  nations,  announce 
the  feparation  of  Canada  from  Great  Britain  as 
an  event,  which  cannot  fail  to  take  place.  I know 
nothing,  that  can  prevent  it.  By  great  profperity 
and  glory,  by  fignal  fucceffes  in  her  wars,  and  by 
undifturbed  tranquillity  at  home,  Great  Britain 
may  be  able  to  maintain  her  power  over  this 
country,  as  long  as  confiderablc  fums  fhall  be 
expended  to  promote  its  population  and  profpe- 
rity ; as  long  as  it  fhall  enjoy  the  moil  complete 
Von,  L I i exemption 
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exemption  from  all  the  taxes  and  burthens  of 
the  mother  country ; in  fine,  as  long  as  a mild 
government,  by  refources  prompt  and  well  ap- 
plied, by  ufeful  public  eftablifhments,  not  yet 
exifting,  and  by  encouragements  held  out  to  all 
clafies  and  defcriptions  of  citizens,  fhall  convince 
a people  already  invited  and  qualified  by  a wife 
conftitution  to  enjoy  all  the  blefimgs  of  liberty,  of 
the  advantages  of  a monarchical  government, 
which  in  its  benevolent  projects  unites  wifdom  of 
conception  with  rapidity  of  execution. 

But  thefe  conditions  are  and  will  hardly  be  ful- 
filled. In  our  time,  perhaps  foon.  Great  Britain 
will  lofe  this  bright  jewel  of  her  crown.*  In 
regard  to  Canada,  file  will  experience  the  fame 
fate,  as  file  is  likely  to  fhare,  fooner  or  later,  re- 
refpe&ing  her  pofieffions  in  India ; as  will  befall 
Spain  in  refped:  to  her  Florida  and  Mexico,  Por~ 

* Readers,  endowed  with  a larger  fhare  of  political  faga- 
city,  than  the  author  difpiays  throughout  the  whole  train  of 
arguments,  on  which  he  grounds  this  difmal  prefage,  wilt 
probably  incline  to  believe  the  predi&ed  revolution  in  Ca- 
nada not  quite  fo  near  at  hand,  as  it  appears  to  the  Duke, 
who  feems  not  to  recollect,  that  the  Britifh  government,  bv 
lubftituting,  as  he  himfelf  calls  it,  “ a wife  conftitution’* 
in  the  ftead  of  the  ancient  conftitutional  form  of  Canada, 
has  adopted  the  very  means,  to  prevent  her  lofs,  which 
at  the  clofe  of  his  observations  on  this  lubjedt,  he  adviies 
as  the  only  preventive  of  fuch  a calamity. — Tranjlator. 
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tugal  in  regard  to  her  Brafil,  in  fliort  all  European 
powers,  relpefting  fiich  of  their  colonies  at  leaft, 
as  they  pofiefs  on  the  continents,  unlefs,  enlight- 
ened by  experience,  they  fliall  fpeedily  change  the 
colonial  form  of  government. 

Before  I clofe  the  article  of  Niagara,  I mull 
make  particular  mention  of  the  civility  fliewn  us 
by  Major  Littlehales,  adjutant  and  firft  fe- 
cretafy  to  the  Governor  ; a well-bred,  mild,  and 
amiable  man,  who  has  the  charge  of  the  whole 
correfpondence  of  government,  and  acquits  him- 
felf  with  peculiar  ability  and  application.  Major 
Littlehales  appeared  to  pofiefs  the  confidence  of 
the  country.  This  is  not  unfrequently  the  cafe 
with  men  in  place  and  power  ; but  his  worth, 
politenefs,  prudence,  and  judgment,  give  this 
officer  peculiar  claims  to  the  confidence  and  re- 
fpe6l,  which  he  univerfally  enjoys. 

We  embarked  for  Kingfton  on  board  the 
Onondago,  one  of  the  cutters,  which  compofe  the 
naval  force  on  the  lake.  This  cutter  is  pierced 
for  twelve  fix-pounders,  but  carries  only  fix  in 
time  of  peace.  When  thefe  vefifels  are  not  laden 
with  ftores  for  the  King’s  fervice,  they  are  freighted 
with  merchandize,  for  which  the  merchants  either 
pay  freight,  or  engage  to  tranfport  in  their  bot- 
toms an  equal  quantity  of  the  King’s  ftores. 
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The  Onondago  is  of  eighty  tons  burthen.  On 
this  occafion,  fhe  had  two  detachments  on  board  ; 
one  of  the  fifth  regiment,  deftined  for  Kingfton 
to  bring  money,  and  another  of  the  Queen’s  ran- 
gers, to  receive  at  Montreal  new  cloathing  for  the 
regiment.  There  were,  befides,  forty- one  Cana- 
dians on  board,  who  had  conduced  ten  veffels 
for  the  King’s  fervice  from  Montreal  to  Niagara. 
The  cabin-paffengers  were,  Mr.  Richard,  Mr.  Se- 
ward, whom  I have  already  mentioned,  Mr.  Bel- 
lew,  who  commanded  the  detachment  of  the 
fifth  regiment,  which  was  going  to  fetch  money, 
Mr.  Hill,  another  officer  of  the  fame  regiment, 
who  was  ill,  and  was  going  to  Kingfton  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health,  Mr.  Lemoine,  an  officer 
of  the  fixtieth  regiment,  quartered  in  Kingfton, 
and  our  party. 

The  wind  was  tolerably  fair  during  our  paf- 
fage ; this  is  generally  accomplifhed  in  thirty-fix 
hours  ; at  times  in  fixteen ; but  it  took  us  forty- 
eight  hours.  Dead  calms  are  frequent,  efpecially 
at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  laft  fometimes  five 
days.  Scarcely  any  motion  Was  obfervable  on  the 
waters  of  the  lake.  This  paffage,  which  is  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  long,  offers  no  intereft.ing 
objedis  ; the  coaft  foon  difappears  from  your  view, 
efpecialty  in  hot  weather,  when  the  horizon  is 
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clouded  with  vapours,  as  when  we  failed.  Ducks9 
Iflands  form,  to  ftpeak  generally,  the  only  trifling 
danger  on  this  paffage.  They  are  three  in  num- 
ber, lying  in  a line ; there  is  no  paffage  for  Ihips 
either  between  the  coaft  and  the  illand  on  the 
left,  or  between  this  and  the  middle  illand,  on 
account  of  the  rocks  under  the  water,  on  which 
Ihips  would  unavoidably  be  loft.  You  rnuft  pafs 
between  the  middle  ifland  and  that  on  the  right, 
where  the  water  is  from  four  to  five  miles  in 
width,  and  fufficientiy  deep  to  afford  a fate  na- 
vigation. The  only  danger,  to  be  here  encoun- 
tered, might  arife  from  a fudden  guft  of  wind, 
fpringing  up  the  moment,  you  approach  the 
iflands,  and  driving  the  fhip  into  one  of  the  dan- 
gerous channels.  To  the  beft  of  my  knowledge, 
but  one  fhip  wreck  has  happened  here,  within 
the  memory  of  man  ; but  no  veffel  ventures  near 
the  iflands  by  night,  except  when  the  weather 
is  perfectly  fair  and  clear.  A more  common  and 
more  real  danger  arifes  from  the  ftorms,  which 
frequently  on  a fudden  arife  on  the  lake,  render 
it  even  more  boifterous  than  the  lea,  and  caufe 
the  fhips  to  labour  and  ftrain  more  feverely,  on 
account  of  the  fhortnefsof  the  waves,  bounded 
by  the  fmall  extent  of  the  waters.  The  fhips 
are  then  in  conftant  danger  of  being  driven  on 
fhore,  and  would  hardly  be  able  to  avoid  it,  if  the 
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ftorms  lafled  longer.  But  they  generally  conti- 
nue only  for  a Ihort  time,  efpecially  in  fummer, 
and  the  clearing  up  of  the  weather  is  as  fudden 
as  was  the  coming  on  of  the  ftorms.  They  are, 
properly  fpeaking,  only  violent  gales  of  wind, 
which  in  autumn  frequently  blow  two  days  toge- 
ther, and  fucceed  each  other  very  rapidly.  Five 
or  fix  years  ago,  a fhip  was  loft,  with  every  hand 
on  board,  and  inflances  of  this  kind  are  faid  not 
to  be  uncommon  at  that  time  of  the  year.  From 
November  until  April,  the  navigation  is  entirely 
difcontinued  on  the  lake. 

During  our  paffage,  Lieutenant  Earl,  who 
commanded  the  cutter,  and  almoft  all  our  fel- 
low-paffengers,  behaved  to  us,  in  the  moft  civil 
and  obliging  manner.  The  weather  was  very 
warm,  and  had  been  fo  for  the  laft  eight  or  ten 
days.  The  mercury  in  Fahrenheit’s  thermome- 
ter flood,  at  Naryhall,  frequently  at  ninety-two ; 
but  on  board  the  veffel,  in  the  cabin,  it  was  only 
at  fixty-four.  It  is  lefs  the  intend ty  of  the  heat, 
than  its  peculiar  nature,  which  renders  it  alto- 
gether intolerable ; it  is  fultry  and  clofe,  and 
more  fo  by  night,  than  by  day,  when  it  is  fome- 
times  frefhened  by  a breeze,  which  is  not  the 
cafe  in  the  night ; the  opening  of  the  windows 
affords  no  relief ; you  do  not  perfpire,  but  feel 
oppreffed  ; you  refpire  with  difficulty  ; your  fleep 
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is  interrupted  and  heavy  : and  you  rife-  more  fa- 
tigued, than  when  you  lay  down  to  reft. 

I have  already  mentioned,  that  we  had  a de- 
tachment of  the  fifth  regiment  on  board.  They 
drefled,  before  wre  arrived  at  Kingfton.  Eight 
days  before  we  had  feen  the  Indians  painting 
their  eyes  with  lamp-black  and  red-lead,  and 
braiding  their  hair,  to  fix  in  it  feathers  or  horfes* 
manes,  dyed  red  or  blue.  This  day  we  law  Eu- 
ropean foldiers  plaftering  their  hair,  or  if  they 
had  none,  their  heads,  with  a thick  white  mor- 
tar, which  they  laid  on  with  a brufh,  and  after- 
wards raked,  like  a garden-bed,  with  an  iron 
comb ; and  then  faftening  on  their  head  a piece 
of  wood,  as  large  as  the  palm  of  the  hand,  and 
fhaped  like  the  bottom  of  an  artichoke,  to  make 
a cadogan , which  they  filled  with  the  fame  white 
mortar,  and  raked  in  the  fame  manner,  a;s  the  reft 
of  their  head-drefs. 

This  is  a brief  fkctch  of  the  fpeftacle,  which 
thefe  foldiers  exhibited  to  us,  the  laft  two  hours 
of  our  paflage  ; though  their  toilette  was  not  ex- 
actly the  fame  as  that  of  the  Indians,  yet  they 
confulted  their  looking-glafs  with  the  fame  anxi- 
ous care.  Thefe  obfervations  are  lefs  intended  to 
throw  a ridicule  on  the  drefs  of  foldiers,  and  the 
childifh  attention  paid  to  it  in  all  countries,  than 
to  check  the  forwardnefs  of  thofe,  who  are  ever 
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ready  to  ridicule  all  manners  and  habits,  which 
are  not  their  own.  The  Indian  favage  would  be 
at  a lofs,  whether  to  laugh  more  at  the  Turk, 
who  covers  his  thorn  head  with  a turban,  con- 
taining more  or  fewer  folds  in  proportion  to  his 
rank  and  confequence— at  the  women  in  the 
ifland  of  Melos,  whofe  petticoats  fcarcely  cover 
half  their  thighs,  while  their  fleeves  reach  down 
to  the  ground— or  at  our  helles>  who  ten  years 
ago  confined  their  breafts  and  waift  in  huge  flays, 
with  falfe  hips,  and  ft  rutted  along  on  high  heels, 
and  who  now  fcrew  up  their  waift  to  the  mid- 
dle of  their  bofoms,  tied  round  with  a girdle, 
which  looks  more  dike  a rope,  than  a fafli,  wear 
their  arms  naked  up  to  their  fhoulders,  and  by 
means  of  tranfparent  garments  expofe  every  thing 
to  view,  which  formerly  they  thought  themfelves 
obliged  to  conceal,  and  all  this,  forfooth,  to  refera- 
ble Grecian  ladies, 

Sunday , the  1 2 th  of  July , 

When  Ducks’  Iflands  were  about  twenty  miles 
a-ftern  of  us,  the  lake  grew  more  narrow,  and 
the  number  of  iflands  encreafed.  They  feemed 
all  to  be  well  wooded,  but  are  not  inhabited, 
and  lie  nearly  all  of  them  along  the  right  bank. 
On  the  left  is  Quenty  Bay,  which  ftretches  about 
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fifty  miles  into  the  country,  and  the  banks  of 
which  are  faid  to  be  cultivated  up  to  a confider- 
able  extent.  The  eye  dwells  with  pleafure,  once 
more,  on  cultivated  ground.  The  country  looks 
pleafant.  The  houfes  lie  clofer,  than  in  any  of 
the  new  fettled  parts  of  Upper  Canada,  which 
we  have  hitherto  traverfed.  The  variegated  ver- 
dure of  the  corn-fields  embellilhes  and  enriches 
the  profpeft,  charms  the  eye,  and  enchants  the 
mind.  In  the  back-ground  ftands  the  city  of 
Kingfton,  on  the  bay  of  the  fame  name,  w7hich 
the  French,  in  imitation  of  the  Indians,  called 
Cadarakwe.  It  confifts  of  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  or  one  hundred  and  thirty  houfes. 
The  ground  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
city  rifes  with  a gentle  fwell,  and  forms,  from 
the  lake  onwards,  as  it  were,  an  amphitheatre  of 
lands,  cleared,  but  not  yet  cultivated.  None  of 
the  buildings  are  diftinguiihed  by  a more  hand- 
fome  appearance  from  the  reft.  The  only  ftruc- 
ture,  more  confpicuous  than  the  others,  and  in 
front  of  which  the  Englifh  flag  is  hoifted,  is  the 
barracks , a ftone  building,  ftxrrounded  writh  pal- 
lifadoes. 

All  the  houfes  ftand  on  the  northern  bank  of 
the  bay,  which  ftretches  a mile  farther  into  the 
country.  On  the  fouthern  bank  are  the  build- 
ings belonging  to  the  naval  force,  the  wharfs, 
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and  the  habitations  of  all  the  perfons,  who  be- 
long  to  that  department.  The  King’s  fhips  lie 
at  anchor  near  thefe  buildings,  and  confequently 
have  a harbour  and  road  feparate  from  the  port 
for  merchantmen.  We  landed  at  Port  Royal. 
However  kingly  were  the  commander  and  his 
fhip,  he  took  our  money.  Governor  Simcoe  ex- 
prefsly  defired  us  not  to  pay  for  our  paifage,  as 
the  cutter  was  a King’s  fhip,  and  he  had  amply 
fupplied  us  with  provifion.  But  my  friend  Du- 
petitthouars,  as  well  as  myfelf,  were  fo  much  dif~ 
pleafed  with  the  idea,  of  making  this  paffage  at 
the  expence  of  the  King  of  England,  that  we 
ventured  to  offer  our  money  to  Captain  Earl. 
Offers  of  this  kind  are  feldom  refufed,  nor  did 
ours  meet  with  a denial.  Yet,  it  is  but  juftice  to 
add,  that  Captain  Earl  is  a worthy  man,  civil, 
attentive,  conftantly  on  the  deck,  apparently  fond 
of  his  profeffion,  and  mafter  of  his  bufmefs. 

No  letter  from  Lord  Dorchefter  had  yet  arrived> 
and  it  was  extremely  uncertain  when  it  would 
arrive.  The  calculation,  made  at  Kingfton,  t£- 
fpedting  the  probable  time  of  the  return  of  an 
anfwer,  is  lefs  favourable  than  what  they  made 
at  Niagara.  We  fhall,  perhaps,  be  obliged  to  wait 
a week  longer.  How  much  time  will  be  loft  for 
our  journey,  and  why  ? Becaufe  Governor  Sim- 
\ coe  is  not  on  good  terms  with  Lord  Dorchefter ; 

and 
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and  bccaufe  he  obferves  the  niceft  punctuality? 
from  which,  in  confideration  of  the  letters  we 
brought  with  us,  he  might  well  have  departed  in 
this  cafe.  Our  friend,  Mr.  Hammond,  might 
have  faved  us  this  unpleafant  delay,  by  writing 
fooner  to  Lord  Dorchefter,  as  I requefted  him  to 
do.  Unfortunately  fuch  accidents  cannot  be  fore- 
feen.  If  they  could,  how  many  things  fhould  we 
alter  in  the  courfe  of  our  life  ? We  muft  wait. 
Patience,  patience,  and  again  patience. 

Kingfton  is  the  place,  to  which  Lord  Dor- 
chefter wifhes,  that  General  Simcoe  fhould  trans- 
fer the  feat  of  government  in  Upper  Canada.  In 
this  choice  he  is,  perhaps,  in  a great  meafure  in- 
fluenced by  the  advantage,  which  he  would  thus 
enjoy,  of  having  all  the  troops,  in  cafe  of  an  at- 
tack, in  the  vicinity  of  Quebec,  which  is,  in  his 
opinion,  the  only  tenable  place  in  Lower  Canada. 
He  thinks,  that  if  the  feat  of  the  government  of 
Upper  Canada  were  removed  to  Kingfton,  which 
lies  nearer  to  Quebec  than  any  other  place,  the 
orders  and  news,  which  arrive  from  Europe,  would 
reach  this  place  with  more  rapidity  and  fafety, 
and  would  alfo  be  more  rapidly  circulated  through 
the  province.  He  further  imagines,  that  the  na- 
val ftores?  fent  from  Europe,  would  here  be  fafer, 
and  that  the  refitting  of  Ihips  would  be  cheaper, 
and  with  more  fecurity  ereCted  in  Kingfton,  whi- 
ther, 
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ther,  at  all  times,  they  might  be  fent  diredtly  from 
Quebec,  at  leaft  more  expeditioufly,  than  to  any 
other  place  on  the  lake,  where  the  inconvenience 
of  a tedious  and  uncertain  paffage  muft  be  added 
to  the  expence  for  fhifting  the  cargo  on  board  of 
another  veffel. 

Gove/nor  Simcoe,  on  the  contrary,  is  of  opini- 
on, that  by  the  aggregate  of  his  arrangements,  the 
defence  of  Upper  Canada  might  be  eafily  effected. 
He  adds,  that  the  wealth  of  the  country,  which 
he  confiders  as  the  neceffary  refult  of  his  projects, 
will  attract  the  enemy  ; and  that  if  they  fhould 
make  themfelves  matters  of  Upper  Canada,  it 
would  be  impoffible  to  diilodge  them.  He  alfo 
obferves,  that,  in  time  of  war,  by  the  various 
means  of  navigation,  considerable  parties  might  be 
eafily  fent  from  Upper  Canada  to  every  point  of 
the  United  States,  even  to  Georgia  ; that  Upper 
Canada  is  the  key  of  the  territories  of  the  Indi- 
ans ; and  that  thence  fuccours  may  be  eafily  fent 
to  every  part  of  Lower  Canada,  which,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  not  able  to  fend  any  to  Upper  Ca- 
nada, at  leaf:  not  fo  expeditioufly  as  circum- 
stances might  require. 

As  to  the  more 'rapid  circulation  of  orders  and. 
intelligence,  and  the  earlier  receipt  6f  them,  the 
Governor  allows  the  truth  of  thefe  allegations ; 
but  anfwers,  that,  from  the  vaft  extent  of  Canada, 

it 
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it  is  extremely  improbable*  that  in  cafe  of  its  be- 
ing peopled,  this  territory  fhould  be  divided  only 
into  two  governments.  He  adds*  that  the  beft 
method  of  peopling  fuch  parts  of  Canada,  as  have 
hitherto  been  explored*  would  be,  to  encourage 
the  population  of  the  two  extremities,  in  which 
cafe,  the  profperity  of  the  centre  would  be  more 
eafily  and  rapidly  attained.  He  further  obferves* 
that,  in  fuch  a cafe,  Kingfton  would  become  the 
capital  of  a new  province ; and  that,  in  regard  to 
the  more  difficult  and  more  expeniive  diftribution 
of  fhips,  no  facility  and  favings,  to  be  obtained 
under  this  head,  could  balance  the  advantage  of 
uniting  in  its  centre  the  whole  naval  force  ftation- 
ed  on  the  lake,  and  efpecially  in  a place,  where  it 
is  mo  ft  effentially  protected  againft  an  attack. 

All  men  feek  after  reafons  or  pretenfions  to  en- 
large the  extent  of  their  authority  and  power. 
Here,  as  every  where  elfe,  good  and  bad  reafons 
are  alleged  in  fupport  of  a fyftem,  of  a project, 
and  efpecially  of  the  interefts  of  felf-love.  Yet 
power  is  alfo  here,  as  every  where  elfe,  the  beft, 
at  lead:  the  moft  deciiive  of  reafons ; and  if  Lord 
Dorchefter  fhould  not  be  able  to  prevail  upon  the 
Britifh  government  to  declare  Kingfton  the  capi- 
tal of  Upper  Canada,  he  will,  at  leaft,  prevent  the 
feat  of  government  from  being  eftabliilied  be- 
tween the  lakes  Erie,  Huron,  and  Ontario*  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  the  willi  of  General  Simcoe.  As  to 
the  projedt  of  transferring  it  to  York,  he  declares 
himfelf  in  a manner  by  no  means  favourable  to 
that  city  ; and  in  this  opinion  he  is  joined  by  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Kingilon,  whofe  difpleafure  at 
their  city  not  becoming  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vince is  greatly  increafed  by  the  confideration, 
that,  in  confequence  of  this  projedt,  their  town 
will  ceafe  to  be  the  emporium  of  the  fmall  naval 
force  ftationed  on  this  lake.  The  friends  of  Kingf- 
ton further  allege  againft  the  projedt,  and  not 
without  reafon,  that  York  is  an  unhealthy  place* 
and  will  long  remain  fo,  from  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  which  feparates  the  bay  from  the  lake. 

Dupetitthouars,  who  is  a zealous  partizan  of 
York,  as  far  as  he  confiders  it  in  the  light  of  an 
eftablifhment  for  the  navy,  cannot  help  allowing, 
that  it  has  the  air  of  being  an  unhealthy  place. 
General  Simcoe  apparently  poffefies  the  love  and 
confidence  of  all  the  inhabitants  and  foldiers. 
But  his  projedts  are  deemed  too  extenfive ; and, 
above  all,  too  coftly,  in  proportion  to  the  advan- 
tages, which  England  is  likely  to  reap  from  their 
being  carried  into  effedt. 

The  merchants  on  the  lake,  whofe  rapacity  the 
Governor  is  endeavouring  to  reftrain,  lay  great 
ftrefs  on  thefe  two  objedtions,  and  bellow  much 
praife  on  Lord  Dorcheiler’s  profound  wifdom  and 
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confummate  abilities  ; while,  by  other  accounts, 
he  was  formerly  an  ufeful  man,  but  is  now  fuper- 
annuated. 

Lord  Dorchefter  being  an  utter  ftranger  to  me, 

I am  altogether  unqualified  to  judge  of  his  abili- 
ties and  talents.  1 am  alfo  unacquainted  with 
the  amount  of  the  expence,  which  the  execution 
of  Governor  Simcoe’s  plans  may  require,  and  with 
the  refources  which  England  may  poffefs  to  meet 
them.  But  I am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  Great 
Britain  cannot  fail  to  reap  fignal  advantages  from 
his  views  and  projects,  if  they  fhould  ever  be  car-^ 
tied  into  effedt ; and  that  they  compofe  a com* 
piete  fyftem,  which,  if  properly  purfued  in  all  its 
parts,  will  do  great  credit  to  him,  who  fhall  ex- 
ecute it. 

But,  at  the  fame  time,  all  the  information  we 
here  obtain  on  this  fubject  confirms  our  opinion, 
that  General  Simcoe  meets  with  much  oppofi- 
tion  in  his  plans  ; that  the  jealoufy,  which  Lord 
Dorchefter  fhows  in  regard  to  him,  and  which  is 
the  natural  refult  of  his  age  and  temper  of  mind, 
is  carefully  kept  alive,  by  thofe  who  hold  places 
under  him ; and  that,  with  the  exception  of  grants 
of  land,  and  other  matters  of  government,  in  re- 
fpect  to  which  the  Governor  is  perfectly  inde- 
pendent, he  can  do  and  enadt  nothing  without 
the  confent  of  the  Governor  General,  As  to  his 
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rooted  averfion  againft  the  Americans,  I have 
heard  it  cenfured  even  by  private  foldiers  ; but 
he  is  allowed  by  all  to  poflefs  military  talents. 

In  relating  thefe  particulars,  which  finifli  the 
picture  of  the  man , I have  no  other  object,  but 
faithfully  to  draw  the  character  of  Governor  Sim- 
coe,  who,  being  undoubtedly  a man  of  fuperior 
abilities  and  endowments,  deferves  to  be  known. ^ 

Kingfton,  confidered  as  a town,  is  much  infe- 
rior to  Newark  ; the  number  of  houfes  is  nearly 
equal  in  both.  Kingfton  may  contain  a few  more 
buildings,  but  they  are  neither  fo  large  nor  fo  good 
as  at  Newark.  Many  of  them  are  log-houfes,  and 
thofe  which  confift  of  joiner’s  work,  are  badly 
conftrudled  and  painted.  But  few  new  houfes 
are  built.  No  town-hall,  no  court-houfe,  and 
no  prifon  have  hitherto  been  conftrudled.  The 
houfes  of  two  or  three  merchants  are  conveni- 
ently fituated  for  loading  and  unloading  fhips  ; 
but,  m point  of  ftrucfture,  thefe  are  not  better 
than  the  reft.  Their  trade  chiefly  confifts  in  pel- 

* Governor  Simcoe  has  fince  left  Upper  Canada,  and 
returned  to  England,  whence  he  has  been  fent  to  St.  Do- 
mingo. In  that  colony  he  has  found  no  opportunity  for 
difpSaying  his  military  talents,  but  has  endeavoured  to  curb 
the  rapacity  of  the  fmall  army  in  the  pay  of  Great  Britain, 
and  by  this  meritorious  conduft  excited  the  hatred  both  of 
the  French  and  Englifh,  who  have  gratified  it  in  a dreadful 
manner.—  Author. 
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try,  which  comes  acrofs  the  lake,  and  in  provi- 
so n from  Europe,  with  which  they  fupply  Upper 
Canada.  They  a & as  agents  or  commiffioners  of 
the  Montreal  Company,  who  have  need  of  ma- 
gazines in  all  places,  where  their  goods  muft  be 
unihipped. 

The  trade  of  Kingflon,  therefore,  as  not  very 
conliderable.  The  merchant  Ihips  are  only  three 
in  number,  and  make  but  eleven  voyages  in  a 
year.  Kingfton  is  a flaple  port.  It  is  fituated 
twelve  miles  above  that  point  of  the  river,  which 
is  confidered  as  the  extremity  of  the  lake.  Here 
arrive  all  the  veflels,  which  fail  up  the  river  of 
St.  Lawrence,  laden  with  provifion  brought  in 
European  Ihips  to  Quebec. 

The  barracks  are  conlirudled  on  the  fite  of  Fort 
Frontenac,  which  was  built  by  the  French,  and 
levelled  by  the  Englilh,  The  latter  built  thefe 
barracks  about  fix  years  ago.  During  the  Ame- 
rican war  their  troops  were  conftantly  in  mo- 
tion ; and,  in  later  times,  they  were  quartered  in 
an  ifland,  which  the  French  call  Hie  aux  Chev- 
reaux,  (Goats’  Illand)  and  which  the  Englilh 
have  named  Carleton,  after  Lord  Dorchefter. 
Fort  Frontenac,  which  was  liable  to  be  attacked, 
on  all  lides,  would  anfwer  no  other  purpofe  but 
to  protect  the  fmall  garrilbn,  which  the  French 
kept  there,  againft  the  attacks  of  the  Indians  and 
Vol.  I.  Kk  Englilh; 
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Englilh ; a part  of  the  garrifon  was  quartered 
in  Cadarakwe,  for  the  protection  of  the  French 
trade.  Here  were  alfo  built,  by  Mr.  De  La  - 
salle,  the  firffc  French  flhips,  which  navigated 
the  lake. 

Kingflon  feems  better  fitted  for  a trading  town 
than  Newark,  were  it  only  for  this  reafon,  that 
the  fhips,  which  arrive  at  the  latter  place,  and 
are  freighted  for  Lake  Erie,  pafs  by  the  former, 
to  fail  again  up  the  river  as  far  as  Queen’s  Town, 
where  the  portage  begins.  Nor  is  its  pofition 
equally  advantageous  for  lharing  the  trade  in  pro- 
vifion,  with  which  the  lake  may  one  day  fupply 
Lower  Canada,  England,  perhaps  all  Europe,  if 
Upper  Canada  fhould  ever  anfwer  the  expeCta-s 
tions  entertained  by  Governor  Simcoe. 

Kingfton  is,  at  prefent,  the  chief  town  of  the 
middle  diftriCl  of  Upper  Canada,  the  moft  popu- 
lous part  of  vvhich  is  that  iituated  on  Queen’s  . 
Bay.  This  diflriCt  not  only  produces  the  corn 
requifite  for  its  own  confumption,  but  alfo  ex- 
ports yearly  about  three  op  four  thoufand  bufhels. 
This  grain,  which,  in  winter,  is  conveyed  down 
the  river  on  Hedges,  is  bought  by  the  merchants, 
who  engage,  on  the  arrival  of  the  fhips  from 
Europe,  to  pay  its  amount  in  fuch  merchandize, 
as  the  fellers  may  require.  The  merchants  buy 
this  grain  for  government,  which  pays  for  it,  in 
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ready  money,  according  to  the  market  price  at 
Montreal.  The  agent  of  government  caufes  a 
part  to  be  ground  into  flour,  which  he  fends  to 
the  different  polls  in  Upper  Canada,  where  it  is 
wanted ; and  the  furplus  he  fends  to  England, 
probably  with  a view  of  raifmg  the  importance 
of  the  colony  in  the  eftimation  of  the  mother* 
country.  The  price  of  flour  in  Kingfton,  is,  at 
prefent,  flx  dollars  per  barrel.. 

The  diftridt  of  Kingfton  fupplied,  laft  year,  the 
other  parts  of  Canada  with  large  quantities  of 
peafe  ; the  culture  of  which,  introduced  but  two 
years  ago,  proves  very  productive  and  fiiccefsful* 
In  the  courfe  of  laft  year,  one  thoufand  barrels 
of  fait  pork,  of  two  hundred  and  eight  pounds 
each,  were  lent  from  Kingfton  to  Quebec ; its 
price  was  eighteen  dollars  per  barrel.  The  whole 
trade  is  carried  on  by  merchants,  whofe  profits 
are  the  more  confiderable,  as  they  fix  the  price 
of  the  provifion,  which  they  receive  from  Eu- 
rope, and  either  fell  in  the  vicinity,  or  fliip  for 
the  remoter  parts  of  Upper  Canada,  without  the 
leaft  competition,  and  juft  as  they  think  proper. 

Although  the  number  of  cultivators  is  here 
greater  than  in  the  diftridl  of  Niagara,  yet  the 
vaft  quantity  of  land  under  cultivation  is  not 
better  managed  than  theirs.  The  difficulty  of 
procuring  labourers  obftrudls  agricultural  im~ 
K k 2 provements. 
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provements,  and  encourages  them  to  infift  on 
enormous  wages. 

The  procefs  of  clearing  woodlands  is  here  the 
fame,  as  all  over  America.  The  hufbandmen 
harrow  the  cleared  ground  two,  three,  or  four 
years  fucceffively ; during  which  time  wheat  is 
fown.  Then  they  plough,  but  in  a very  imperfect 
manner,  and  fow  peafe  or  oats,  and  again  wheat, 
and  fo  on,  according  to  the  common  routine. 
The  land  yields,  in  this  ftate,  from  twenty  to 
thirty  bufhels  per  acre. 

Corn,  for  the  winter,  is  fown  from  the  be- 
ginning  of  Auguft  till  the  end  of  September. 
Snow  falls  generally  in  the  latter  days  of  Novem- 
ber, and  remains  on  the  ground  until  the  begin- 
ning of  April.  Under  this  cover  the  blade  gets 
up  remarkably  well ; the  corn  ripens  in  July,  and 
the  harveft  begins  about,  the  end  of  that  month. 
For  want  of  reapers,  the  fey  the  is  made  ufe  of, 
which  caufes  a great  wafte  of  corn,  that  cannot 
he  houfed,  and  merely  ferves  for  feeding  pigs. 
Labourers,  whofe  common  wrages  are  from  three 
to  four  Ihillings  (Halifax  currency),  are  paid  du- 
ring the  harveft  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar,  or  fix 
lliillings  a day.  Some  farmers  hire  Canadians 
for  two  or  three  months,  to  whom  they  pay  fe- 
ven  or  eight  dollars  per  month,  and  find  them 
in  victuals.  It  frequently  happens,  that  thefe 
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Canadians,  who  bind  themfelves  by  a written 
contrail,  meet  with  people  offering  them  more 
money  than  they  receive  from  their  mailers, 
which  not  being  allowed  to  accept,  they,  of 
courfe,  grow  dilfatisficd,  and  work  negligently. 
They  mull  be  procured  from  the  environs  of 
Montreal.  Farmers,  who  have  no  acquaintance 
in  that  country,  find  it  difficult  to  obtain  them  ; 
and  this  difficulty  deters  many  cultivators  from 
recurring  to  that  refource,  from  which  they 
might  elfe  derive  confidcrable  advantages.  The 
harvefl  work  is  therefore  generally  performed  by 
the  family : thus  the  houfing  of  the  crops,  though 
it  proceed  flowly,  is  yet  accomplifhed ; but  the 
farmer  has  much  additional  trouble,  and  the  lofs 
he  fuftains,  by  his  harvefl  being  lefs  perfedl,  far 
exceeds  the  few  dollars,  which  he  would  have 
been  obliged  to  fpend  in  gathering  in  his  crops  in 
a more  expeditious  manner.  The  foil,  which 
is  but  of  a middling  quality  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
town,  is  excellent  about  the  bay ; many  farmers 
poflefs  there  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land,  thoroughly  cleared. 

The  climate  of  America,  efpecially  that  of  Ca- 
nada, encourages  the  imprudence  and  covetouf- 
nefs  of  the  farmers.  There  is  no  danger  here, 
as  in  Europe,  of  the  hay  rotting,  and  the  grain 
being  fpoiled  by  rains,  if  not  fpeedily  houfed. 

K k 8 There 
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There  feldom  pafles  a day  without  funrfhine; 
the  Iky  is  feldom  entirely  overcaft ; it  never  rains 
but  during  thunder-ftorms*  and  this  rain  never 
continues  longer  than  two  hours.  Grain  is*  be- 
fides,  feldom  liable  here  to  blights*  or  any  other 
kind  of  difeafe. 

The  cattle  are  not  fubje£i  to  contagious  dif~ 
tempers ; they  are  numerous*  without  being  re- 
markably fine.  The  fineft  oxen  are  procured  from 
Connecticut*  at  the  price  of  feventy  or  eighty 
dollars  a yoke.  Cows  are  brought  either  from 
the  ftate  of  New  York*  and  thefe  are  the  fineft  ; 
or  from  Canada:  the  former  coft  twentv,  and 
the  latter  fifteen  dollars.  Thefe  are  fmall  in  fize* 
but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  farmers,  better  milch- 
cows,  and  are  for  this  reafom  preferred.  There 
are  no  fine  bulls  in  the  country ; and  the  gene- 
rality of  farmers  are  not  fenfible  of  the  advan- 
tages to  be  derived  from  cattle  of  a fine  breedo 
In  fummer  the  cattle  are  turned  into  the  woods ; 
in  winter*  that  is*  fix  months  together,  they  are 
fed  on  dry  fodder,  namely,  "with  the  ftraw  of 
wheat*  rye,  or  peafe,  and  on  moft  farms  with  hay 
cut  on  fwampy  ground*  but  by  rich  and  prudent 
farmers  with  good  hay.  The. hay  is  frequently 
kept  the  whole  winter  within  a fort  of  fence, 
covered  with  large  branches*  through  which* 
however*  the  fnow  finds  its  way  * but  commonly 
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it  is  preferved  in  ricks  badly  made,  and  under 
Dutch  hay-fheds.  The  meadows  yield  to  the 
quantity  of  four  thoufand  pounds  per  acre,  but 
no  aftercrop.  There  is  no  ready  market  at  which 
a farmer  can  fell  that  part  of  his  cheefe  and  but- 
ter, which  is  not  wanted  for  the  ufe  of  his  family. 
Of  cheefe  and  butter,  therefore,  no  more  is  made, 
than  the  family  need  for  their  own  confumption. 
They  generally  begin  in  the  firft  days  of  May  . 
make  a provifion  for  the  winter.  Some  few  far- 
mers manufacture  coarfe  woollens  for  their  own 
clothing  ; the  more  ufual  way,  however,  is  to  buy 
the  clothes.  The  farmer  is  too  bufy,  has  too  lit- 
tle affiftance,  and  makes  his  calculations  with  too 
little  judgment,  to  engage  in  fuch  a multiplicity 
of  labours. 

Sheep  are  more  numerous  here  than  in  any 
part  of  the  United  States,  which  we  have  hither- 
to traverfed.  They  are  either  procured  from 
Lower  Canada,  or  the  ftate  of  New  York,  and 
coft  three  dollars  a head.  They  thrive  in  this 
country,  but  are  high  legged,  and  of  a very  indif- 
ferent lliape.  Coarfe  wool,  when  cleaned,  cofts 
two  (hillings  a pound.  There  are  few  or  no 
wolves,  rattle -fnakes,  or  other  noxious  animals, 
in  this  country. 

The  farmers  make  but  little  maple-fugar, 
though  the  woods  abound  with  the  trees,  from 
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which  it  is  procured.  The  Indians  import  about 
two  or  three  thoufand  pounds,  and  fell  it  to  the 
retail  traders  for  one  fhllling  a pound.  Maple- 
fugar  is  prepared  in  much  larger  quantities  in 
Lower  Canada.  The  Canadians  eat  it  here  on 
bread,  or  make  cakes  of  it,  mixed  up  with  flour 
of  wheat,  or  Indian  corn.  On  the  maple-tree 
frequently  grows  a fort  of  knobs,  or  funguflfes, 
of  a very  large  fize.  If  thefe  excrefcences  be 
tom  from  the  tree,  and  dried  in  the  fun,  they 
form  an  excellent  tinder,  which  the  Indians  and 
Canadians  ufe  to  light  their  pipes.  Notwith- 
{landing  the  great  number  of  pines,  no  refin  has 
yet  been  gathered.  The  culture  of  hemp  and  flax 
has  been  tried,  but  hitherto  without  fuccefs  ; the 
experiments,  however,  arc  continued. 

The  price  of  wheat  is  one  dollar  per  bufhel ; 
lafl  year  the  price  was  much  lower  ; but  it  has 
rifen  from  the  general  failure  of  the  harveft. 
Fire-wrood,  delivered  in  the  town,  cofls  one  dollar 
a cord  ; in  winter  it  is  conveyed  thither  in  fledges 
from  all  the  iflands  and  banks  of  the  river,  which 
are  covered  with  wood. 

The  river  freezes  over  at  the  diitancc  of  twenty 
miles  above  Kingflon. 

The  price  of  land  is  from  two  fhillings  and 
fix-pence  to  one  dollar  per  acre,  if  the  twentieth 
part  be  cleared.  This  price  rifes  in  proportion 
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to  the  number  of  acres  cleared  of  wood,  though 
influenced  by  occafional  circumftances.  Two- 
hundred  acres,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  which 
were  cleared,  were  very  lately  fold  for  one!  thou** 
land  fix  hundred  dollars.  The  expence  for  cut- 
ting down  all  the  large  trees  on  an  acre,  and  in-* 
doling  it  with  a fence  as  rude  as  in  the  United 
States,  amounts  to  eight  dollars. 

There  is  no  regular  market  in  Kingfton ; every 
one  provides  himfelf  with  frefh  meat  as  well  as 
he  can,  but  frequently  it  cannot  be  had  on  any 
terms. 

For  this  information  I am  chiefly  indebted  to 
Mr.  Steward,  curate  in  Kingfton,  who  culti- 
vates himfelf  feventy  acres,  a part  of  two  thou- 
land  acres,  which  have  been  granted  him  as  an 
American  loyalift.  He  is  a native  of  Harrifburg 
in  Pennfylvania,  and  feems  to  have  zealoufly  em- 
braced the  royal  caufe  in  the  American  war. 
Fifteen  hundred  pounds  fterling,  which  he  had 
placed  in  the  American  funds,  have  been  confift 
cated.  Although  he  continues  warmly  attached 
to  the  Britifh  Monarch,  yet  he  has  become  more 
moderate  in  his  political  principles  ; he  has  pre« 
ferved  fome  friends  who  efpoufed  the  caufe  of 
the  Republic,  among  whom  is  Bifhop  White, 
of  Philadelphia.  Mr.  Steward  is  a man  of  much 
general  information,  mild,  open,  affable,  and  unl~ 
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verfally  refpefted  ; he  is  very  fanguine  in  his  ex<* 
peftation  that  the  price  of  land  will  rife,  and  that 
he  fhail  then  be  enabled  to  portion  out  his  nu- 
merous children.  Without  being  a very  fkilful 
farmer,  he  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  details 
of  agriculture,  fo  that  I can  place  implicit  confi- 
dence on  his  flatements,  the  truth  of  which  has 
alfo  been  confirmed  by  other  hufbandmen. 

The  number  of  farmers  is  very  fmall  about 
Kingflon.  Ry  Mr.  Steward’s  report,  the  agree- 
ment between  the  land-owner  and  farmer  is  ge- 
nerally made  for  their  joint  account,  but  not 
always  faithfully  performed.  From  his  having 
been  impofed  upon  in  fiich  agreements,  he  leafed 
out  laft  year  four  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  which 
are  fituated  on  the  bay,  and  forty  of  which  are 
cleared,  for  a yearly  rent  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
bufhels  of  grain  ; on  condition  that,  if  at  the  ex- 
piration of  three  years  his  tenant  be  defirous  of 
acquiring  the  property  of  thefe  lands,  he  muft 
pay  him  one  thoufand  dollars  ; in  default  where- 
of, he  is  bound  to  quit  the  land,  and  will  con- 
fequently  lofe  all  the  money  and  labour  fpent 
in  clearing  the  ground. 

The  clergy  of  the  Epifcopal  church  are  the 
only  minifters  in  Upper  Canada,  who  are  paid  by 
government.  The  members  of  other  religious 
lefts  pay  their  pallors,  if  they  choole  to  have 

any- 
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any.  In  the  diftrict  of  Kingfton  are  Baptiftsy 
Prefbyterians,  Roman  Catholics,  and  Quakers  ; 
but  they  pofiefs  no  building  devoted  to  religious 
worlhip.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Kingfton 
are  American  loyalifts  ; but  the  majority  is  com- 
pofed  of  Scots,  Englifh,  Irifh,  Germans,  and 
Dutchmen. 

The  emigration  from  the  United  States  is  not 
confiderable  ; during  the  laft  three  or  four  years 
it  has  been  very  infignificant  indeed,  but  gains 
now,  it  is  afferted,  a more  promifing  appearance. 
This  intelligence,  which  we  firft  received  from 
people  attached  to  the  Englifh  government,  has 
fince  been  confirmed  to  us  by  a great  many  la- 
bourers. Thefe  new  colonift§  emigrate  moil  of 
them  from  the  States  of  Connecticut,  Vermont, 
and  New  Hampshire.  The  emigration  from  Ca- 
nada to  the  United  States  is  far  lefs  confiderable. 

If  any  dependence  might  be  placed  on  the  re- 
port of  perfons,  who  arrived  four  years  ago  from 
the  River  Mohawk,  fuch  families,  as  are  fuf- 
pedfced  of  an  attachment  to  Great  Britain,  are, 
in  the  United  States,  looked  upon  rather  with 
an  evil  eye  ; but  perhaps  they  give  out  fueh  re- 
ports, merely  that  they  may  meet  with  a better 
reception  in  the  Britifh  pofieffions. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  difbridl  of  Kinglioxx 
meddle  Rill  lefs  with  politics  than  the  people  of 
- Newark, 
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Newark.  No  itewfpaper  is  printed  in  the  town  ; 
that , of  Newark  is  the  only  one  publilhed  in  Up-^ 
per  Canada,  which  being  a mere  imperfect  ex- 
tract from  the  Quebec  Gazette,  is  here  taken 
in  by  no  one.  I know  but  of  tw7o  perfons  who 
receive  even  the  Quebec-paper.  As  to  the  in- 
terior of  the  country,  no  news  penetrates  into 
that  quarter,  a circumftance  that  excites  there 
very  little  regret. 

In  this  diftrid  are  fome  fchools,  but  they  are 
few  in  number.  The  children  are  inftruded  in 
reading  and  writing,  and  pay  each  a dollar  a 
month.  One  of  the  mailers,  ftiperior  to  the  reft 
in  point  of  knowledge,  taught  Latin  ; but  he 
lias  left  the  fchool,  without  being  fucceeded  by 
another  inftrudor  of  the  fame  learning. 

There  are  yet  but  very  few  furgeons  in  this 
diftrid ; they,  who  alfume  this  appellation,  con- 
trive to  get  well  paid  for  their  trouble.  Ex- 
cepting intermittent  fevers,  which  are  rather  fre- 
quent in  Kingfton,  the  climate  is  very  healthy. 
The  houles,  as  has  already  been  obferved,  are 
built  of  wood,  for  reafons  which  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  difeern.  The  town  is  feated  on  rocky 
ground  ; and  not  the  fmalle^l  houfe  can  be  built 
without  the  foundation  being  excavated  in  a rock, 
a fort  of  ftone  which  affords  the  twofold  advan- 
tage of  being  eafily  cut,  and  of  growing  hard, 

when 
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when  expofed  to  the  air,  without  cracking  in 
the  froft.  The  inhabitants  allow  that,  if  brick- 
layers were  procured  even  from  Montreal  (for 
there  are  none  in  this  place),  building  with  ftone 
would  be  lefs  expenfive  than  with  wood.  They 
grant  that,  in  addition  to  the  greater  folidity  of 
fuch  buildings,  they  would  afford  more  warmth 
in  winter,  and  more  coolnefs  in  fummer  ; but 
habit  is  here,  as  elfewhere,  more  powerful  than 
reafon.  Carpenters’  wages  amount  to  fixteen 
lhillings  a day  ; labourers  are  equally  fcarce  in 
Newark,  and  confequently  as  bad  and  as  dear. 

This  diftriff  contains  no  paupers,  and,  of 
courfe,  there  exift  no  poor  rates;  the  taxes  are 
managed  in  the  fame  manner  as  at  Newark. 

The  roads  at  Kingfton  are  much  the  fame  as 
at  Newark  ; they  are  kept  in  good  repair  by  ten 
days’  labour,  from  which  none  of  the  inhabitants 
are  excepted,  all  being  obliged  to  work  ten  days 
at  the  roads.  Labouring  people  complain,  and 
not  without  reafon,  that  this  public  burthen  has 
not  been  affeffed  in  a manner  more  proportionate 
to  the  means  of  the  inhabitants  ; and  calculate, 
with  fome  degree  of  difcontent,  that  their  ten 
days’  labour  is  tantamount  to  a tax  of  twelve 
dollars  and  upwards  ; for  they  muff  alfo  find  their 
pwn  victuals  when  they  work  on  the  roads. 

There  is  but  one  church  in  Kingfton,  and  this, 

though 
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though  very  lately  built,  refembles  a bam  more 
than  a church. 

We  had  a letter  from  General  Simcoe  to  the 
Commanding  Officer  in  Kingfton,  who,  at  our 
arrival,  was  Captain  Parr,  of  the  fixtieth  regi- 
ment. Six  hours  after  the  detachment,  com- 
manded by  that  gentleman,  was  relieved  by  an- 
other of  the  fame  regiment,  under  the  orders  of 
Major  Dobson.  This  circumftance,  however, 
did  not  prevent  Captain  Parr  from  giving  us  the 
moft  obliging  proofs  of  civility  and  kindnefs* 
He  is  a fon  of  the  aged. Governor  of  Nova  Scotia. 
At  firft  he  feems  cold,  grave,  and  referred ; but 
his  countenance  brightens  on  a nearer  acquaint- 
ance, and  grows  more  open,  gay,  and  cheerful ; 
he  foon  fell  into  an  eafy  familiarity  of  converfa- 
lion,  which  was  heightened  during  our  dinner. 
His  behaviour  was  entirely  free  from  ceremony, 
and  indicated  that  he  was  not  difpleafed  with  our 
fociety. 

This  dinner,  which  he  gave  to  the  newly  ar- 
rived officers,  forms  for  us  a remarkable  epochs. 
The  ingenuity  of  the  Englifh  in  devifing  toafts, 
which  are  to  be  honoured  wTith  bumpers,  is  well 
known.  To  decline  joining  in  fuch  a toaft  would 
be  deemed  uncivil ; and,  although  it  might  be 
more  advifeable  to  fubmit  to  this  charge,  than  to 
contract  a ficknefs,  yet  fuch  energy  of  character 

is 
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is  feldom  difplayed  on  thefe  occafions.  Unwill- 
ing to  oppofe  the  general  will,  which  becomes 
more  imperious  in  proportion  as  heads  grow 
warmer,  you  refort  to  flight  deceptions  in  the 
quantity  you  drink,  in  hopes  thus  to  avert  the  im- 
pending cataftrophe.  But  this  time  none  of  us, 
whether  French  or  Englifh,  had  carried  the  de- 
ception far  enough,  and  I was  concerned  to  feel, 
the  remainder  of  the  evening,  that  I had  taken 
too  lively  a part  in  the  event  of  the  two  de- 
tachments relieving  each  other. 

The  fixtieth  regiment,  to  which  they  belong, 
is  the  only  regiment  in  the  Englifh  fervice,  ex- 
cepting the  guards,  which  confifts  of  four  bat- 
talions. This  regiment,  which  at  the  time  of  the 
wrar  of  1 757  was  compofed  only  of  two  battalions, 
wTas  raifed  in  America,  and  as  many  foreigners  as 
Englifhmen  were  enlifted.  It  was  afterwards 
augmented  to  four  battalions,  and  was  confidered, 
as  in  fa£t  it  is  ftill  in  many  refpefts,  as  a foreign 
regiment.  The  firft  two  battalions  have  never 
yet  left  America ; the  Ywo  others  have  been 
ftationed  in  Jerfey,  Guerrifey,  and  the  Antilles* 
General  Amherst  is  colonel  of  this  regiment*. 
Jn  point  of  duty,  promotion,  and  command,  the 

* On  the  death  of  Lord  A inherit,  His  Royal  Highneis 
the  Duke  of  York  was  appointed  Colonel  of  the  fixtieth 
regiment. — Tranftator . 
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four  battalions  are  perfectly  independent  of  each 
other. 

The  officers  we  have  feen  .are  well  bred  and 
extremely  polite.  * * * * * * * * 

^ # * * * % 

s 

The  general  opinion,  in  regard  to  Canada,  is, 
that  this  country  proves,  at  prefent,  very  bur- 
ihenfome  to  England,  and  will  be  ftill  more  fo 
in  future ; and  that,  of  confequcnce,  Great 
Britain  would  confult  her  true  intereft  much  bet- 
ter by  declaring  Canada  an  independent  country, 
than  by  preferving  it  an  Bnglifh  colony,  at  fo 
enormous  an  expence.  The  Canadians,  fay  they, 
will  never  be  fmcerely  attached  to  England,  fo 
that,  if,  in  time  of  war,  a militia  were  raifed, 
not  half  of  them  would  take  up  arms  againft 
America,  and  none  perhaps  againft  France.  The 
Britifh  government  commits,  therefore,  in  their 
opinion,  a grofs  error,  in  expending  fuch  vaft 
fums  in  attempting  to  improve  and  preferve  a 
country,  which,  fooner  or  later*  is  fure  to  fecede 
from  Great  Britain,  and  which,  did  it  remain 
faithful  to  the  mother  country,  could  not  be  of 
real  fervice  to  it  for  any  length  of  time. 

Thefe  gentlemen  further  affert,  in  dire£l  con* 
tradition  to  General  Simcoe’s  opinion,  that  the 
majority  of  new  fettlers  of  Upper  Canada,  who 
emigrate  from  the  United  States,  and  who  are 
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efteemed  loyalifts,  would  certainly  affift  thofe 
States,  if  they  marched  any  troops  into  that  coun- 
try. I am  not  qualified  to  form  a correct  judg- 
ment on  thefe  opinions,  which  are  perhaps  mere 
effufions  of  the  difpleafure  of  officers,  obliged  to 
ferve  at  fo  great  a diftance  from  Great  .Britain  ; * 
yet  they  appear  to  me  not  altogether  deflitute  of 
foundation.  But,  however  this  may-  be,  all  the 
Canadians,  we  have  feen,  whether  inhabitants  of 
the  country  or  failors,  conftantly  expreffed  the  ut~ 
moft  fatisfadlion  on  meeting  with  us  Frenchmen 
of  old  France,  and  evinced  a degree  of  refpeft  and 
obligingnefs,  to  which  we  had  long  been  unac- 
cuftomed.  I cannot  fay  much  on  the  character 
of  this  people  ; all  who  came  under  my  obferva- 
tion  were  full  of  fpirit,  active,  gay  and  merry. 

The  royal  navy  is  not  very  formidable  in  this 
place  ; fix  veffels  compofe  the  whole  naval  force, 
two  of  which  are  finall  gun-boats,  which  we  faw 

* Whether  the  political  opinions  of  the  officers  of  the 
fiftieth  regiment,  alluded  to  by  the  Duke,  be  correctly 
Hated,  mull  be  left  to  thefe  gentlemen  to  explain.  But 
the  fuppolition,  that  Britifh  officers,  from  a mere  diffike 
to  remote  garrifons,  fhould  cenfure  adminillration  for  'not  v 
abandoning  a colony,  which  in  the  author’s  opinion  is 
“ a bright  jewel  in  the  Britifh  crown” — “ an  important 
conqueft,”  and  the  lofs  of  which  appears  to  him  “ a pub- 
61  lie  calamity,”  is  an  effufion  of  Gallic  petulance,  which 
.fhould  not  pafs  unnoticed. — Tranjlator. 
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at  Niagara,  and  which  are  ftationed  at  York.  Two 
fmall  fchooners  of  twelve  guns,  viz.  the  Qnom 
dago,  in  which  we  took  our  paffage,  and  the 
Mohawk,  which  is  juft  hnifhed  ; a fmall  yacht  of 
eighty  tons,  mounting  fix  guns,  and  laftly  the 
Miffafoga,  of  as  many  guns  as  the  two  fchooners, 
which  has  lately  been  taken  into  dock  to  be  re- 
paired, form  the  reft  of  it.  All  thefe  veffels  are 
built  of  timber  frefti  cut  down,  and  not  feafoned, 
and  for  this  reafon  laft  never  longer  than  fix  or 
eight  years.  To  preferve  them  even  to  this  time 
requires  a thorough  repair  ; they  muft  be  heaved 
down  and  caulked,  which  cofts  at  leaft  from  one 
thoufand  to  one  thoufand  two  hundred  guineas. 
The  expence  for  building  the  largeft  of  them 
amounts  to  four  thoufand  guineas.  This  is  an 
enormous  price,  and  yet  it  is  not  fo  high  as  on 
Lake  Erie,  whither  all  forts  of  naval  ftores  muft 
be  fent  from  Kingfton,  and  where  the  price  of  la- 
bour is  {till  higher.  The  timbers  of  the  Miffafoga, 
which  .was  built  three  years  ago,  are  almoft  all 
rotten.  It  is  fo  eafy  to  make  provifion  of  fhip- 
timber  for  many  years  to  come,  as  this  would  re- 
quire merely  the  felling  of  it,  and  that  too  at  no 
great  diftance  from  the  place  where  it  is  to  be 
ufed,  that  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  this  precau- 
tion not  yet  having  been  adopted.  Two  gun- 
boats, which  are  deftined  by  Governor  Simcoe  to 
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ferve  only  in  time  of  war,  are  at  prefent  on  the 
flocks ; but  the  carpenters,  who  work  at  them, 
are  but  eight  in  number.  The  extent  of  the  di- 
lapidations and  embezzlements,  committed  at  fo 
great  a diftance  from  the  mother- country,  may  be 
eaflly  conceived.  In  the  courfe  of  laft  winter,  a 
judicial  enquiry  into  a charge  of  this  nature  was 
inftituted  at  Kingfton.  The  commiffioner  of  the 
navy,  and  the  principal  fhip- Wright,  it  was  a {felt- 
ed, had  clearly  colluded  againft  the  King’s  in- 
tereft ; but  intereft  and  protection  are  as  pow- 
erful in  the  New  World  as  in  the  Old for  both 
the  commiffioner  and  fhip-wright  continue  in 
their  places. 

Captain  Bouchette  commands  the  naval 
force  on  Lake  Ontario ; and  is  at  the  head  of 
all  the  marine  eftabliffiments,  yet  without  the 
ieaft  power  in  money- matters.  This  gentleman' 
pofleffes  the  confidence  both  of  Lord  Dorchefter 
and  Governor  Simcoe  ; he  is  a Canadian  by  birth, 
but  entered  the  Britifh  fervice,  when  Canada  fell 
into  the  power  of  England,  While  Arnold  and 
Montgomery  were  befieging  Quebec,  Lord 
Dorchefter,  dffguifed  as  a Canadian,  ftole  on 
board  his  ffiip  into  that  city,  on  which  occafion 
he  difpiaycd  much  a&ivity,  intrepidity  and  cou- 
rage. It  is  not  at  all  a matter  of  fiirprife,  that 
Lord  Dorchefter  ffiould  bear  in  mind  this  emi- 
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nent  fervice.  By  all  accounts,  he  is  altogether 
incorruptible,  and  an  officer,  who  treats  his  in- 
feriors with  great  mildnefs  and  juftice. 

In  regard  to  the  pay  of  the  royal  marine  force 
on  Lake  Ontario  ; a captain  has  ten  Ihiliings  a 
day,  a lieutenant  fix,  and  a fecond  lieutenant 
three  Ihiliings  and  fixpence.  The  feamens’  wages, 
are  eight  dollars  per  month.  The  matters  of 
merchantmen  have  twenty-five  dollars,  and  the 
failors  from  nine  to  ten  dollars  a month. 

Commodore  Bouchette  is  among  thofe,  who 
moft  ftrenuoufly  oppofe  the  proje£t  of  removing 
to  York  the  central  point  of  the.  force  on  the 
lake  ; but  his  family  refide  at  Kingfton  ; and  his, 
lands  are  fituated  near  that  place.  Such  reafons. 
are  frequently  of  fufficient  weight  to  determine, 
political  opinions. 

The  defertion  among  the  troops  is  not  fo  con- 
fiderable.  from  Kingfton,  as  from  the  forts  Ofwe- 
go,.  -St.  John,  Niagara,  and  Detroit;  from  all 
thofe  pefts,  in  fhort,  which  lie  nearer  to  the 
United  States.  Yet,  it  is  pretty  prevalent  in  all 
the  gaxrifons  of  Britifh  America.  We  were  told 
by  the,  officers,  that  the  firft  two  or  three  years 
after  the  arrival  of  the  regiment  from  Europe, 
no  foldier  deferts,  bnt  that  envy  and  habit  foon 
corrupt  their  mind.  The  discipline  appears  to 
me  more  fevere  in  the  Britifh  ferviee,  than  it 

ever 
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e.ver  was  in  ours ; the  men  are  treated  with  lefs 
attention  and  kindnefs. 

Several  regiments  employ  the  Indians  to  appre- 
hend defer ters.  In  addition  to  the  eight  dollars, 
which  are  allowed  by  government  for  every  de- 
ierter,  brought  back  to  his  regiment,  the  captains 
promife  them  eight  dollars  out  of  their  private 
purfe,  and  infpirit  them  by  fome  glaffes  of  rum, 
Thefe  Indians  then  enter  the  American  territory, 
where  they  are  acquainted  with  every  foot-path, 
every  track,  which  they  purfue  without  ever 
lofing  their  way,  and  frequently  fall  in  with  the 
deferter*  whom  they  flop,  bind  and  bring  back. 
If  the  deferter*  which  is  frequently  the  cafe*  be 
attended  by  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
the  Indians  make  no  attempt  to  flop  him*  but 
the  Englifh  officers  place  fufficient  confidence  in 
the  honefty  of  the  Indians  to  fuppofe*  that  they 
will  not  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  bribed  either  by 
money  or  mm,  which  the  deferters  might  offer. 

The  nearefi:  regular  Indian  habitations  are  forty 
miles  diftant  from  Kingfton*  and  belong  to  the 
Mohawks.  About  the  fame  diffance  from  the 
town  are  alfo  fome  villages  of  the  Miffafogas*  and 
wandering  tribes  of  the  fame  nation  are  con- 
ffantly  rambling  about  the  banks  of  the  lake, 
pafs  a few  nights  in  one  place  and  a few  in  an- 
other, crofs  the  river  on  the  confines  of  the 
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United  States,  and  ftop  in  the  illands.  Hunting' 
and  fifhing  are  their  only  employments.  They 
are  the  filthieft  of  all  the  Indians,  I have  hitherto 
feen,  and  have  the  moft  ftupid  appearance.  They 
are  laid  to  live  poorly,  to  be  wicked  arid  thievilh, 
and  men,  women  and  children  all  given  to  drink- 
ing. The  uncommon  feverity.pf  the  winter  in 
this  country  occafions  not  the  leaft  alteration  in 
their  mode  of  living.  In  their  fmall  canoes  they 
carry  with  them  feme  rolls  of  the  bark  of  foft 
birch  which  ferve  to  cover  the  huts,  built  in 
form  of  a cone,  wherein  they  fleep,  and  which 
are  fupported  merely  by  fomc  flight  props,  on 
which  reft  thefe  portable  walls,  that  at  the  top 
leave  a pafTage  for  the  fmoke. 

In  the  month  of  September  the  Indians  bring 
wild  rice  to  Kingfton,  which  grows  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  lake,  efpecially  on  the  American  fide. 
This  plant,  which  loves  marlhy  ground,  fixcceeds 
there  remarkably  well.  The  Indians  bring  yearly 
from  four  to  five  hundred  pounds  of  this  rice, 
which  feveral  inhabitants  of  Kingfton  purchafe  for 
their  own  confumption.  This  rice  is  of  a fmaller 
and  darker  grain  than  that,  which  comes  from 
Carolina,  Egypt,  &c.  but  grows  as  white  in  the 
water,  is  of  as  good  a flavour,  and  affoids  full  as 

* Be  ltd  a lenta,  Linn,  called  by  the  French  inhabitants  of 

Canada,,  merifier.~-Trfrn/?'  | 
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gobd  nourifhment,  as  the  latter.  The  culture  of 
Hce  would  be  very  ufeful  in  Europe  for  the  fub- 
fiftence  of  the  poor,  efpecially  as  in  thofe  parts 
the  frequent  ufe  of  it  would  not  prove  injurious 
to  health;  which  it  certainly  does  in  hot  coun- 
tries. Wild  rice  is  faid  to  be  the  fame  plant; 
which  in  Canada  is  called  wild  oats  (folle  avoi- 
ne).* 

The  fame  banks  of  Lake  Ontario;  where  this 
Wild  rice  grows,  produce  alfo  a fpecies  of  hemp, 
which  grows  up  to  a confiderable  height  without 
the  leaft  Culture,  and  is  apparently  as  ufeful  as 
that,  which  is  cultivated  in  France*  It  is  ftronger, 
produces  more  feed,  and  its  tranfplantation  to 
Europe  would  probably  be  attended  with  benefi- 
cial reful  tSi 

To  beguile  ennui , and  enjoy  a few  hours  lon- 
ger the  fociety  of  our  friend,  Captain  Parr,  we 
accompanied  him  to  the  diftance  of  fix  miles 
from  Kingfton.  His  detachment  occupied  feven 
veffels,  and  he  had  one  for  himfelf.  The  foldiers 
were  without  exception  as  much  intoxicated  as 
I ever  faw  any  in  the  French  fervice.  On  the 
day  of  their  departure  they  were  fcarcely  able  to 
row,  which  rendered  our  tour  extremely  tedious. 

f The  Duke  feems  to  be  mifinFormed  on  this  fubjedh 
The  wild  oat  (avena  fatua)  is  a plant  altogether  different 
from  wild  rice , (oryza  fylveftris,  Linn.)— T.ranfl. 
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On  our  return,  wind  and  current  were  againft 
us,  fo  that  we  proceeded  very  flowly.  Canadians 
rowed  our  boat,  and  according  to  their  cuftom 
ceafed  not  a moment  to  fmg.  One  of  them  tings 
a fong,  which  the  reft  repeat,  and  all  row  to  the 
tune.  The  fongs  are  gay  and  merry,  and  fre- 
quently fomewhat  more ; they  are  only  inter- 
rupted by  the  laugh  they  occafion.  The  Cana- 
dians, on  all  their  tours  on  the  water,  no  fooner 
take  hold  of  the  oars,  than  they  begin  to  fmg, 
from  which  they  never  ceafe  until  they  lay  the 
oars  down  again.  You  fancy  yourfelf  removed 
into  a province  of  France  ; and  this  illufion  is 
fvvect.  Our  whole  day,  from  fix  o’clock  in  the 
morning  until  nine  at  night,  was  confirmed  in 
this  tour.  So  much  the  better ; a day  is  gone  ; 
for  although  the  unwearied  politenefs  of  the  offi- 
cers afford  us  every  day  in  Kingfton  a comfort- 
able dinner  and  agreeable  fociety  from  four  to 
eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  yet  we  cannot  but 
feel  much  ennui  in  a place,  where  no  fort  of 
amufement,  no  well-informed  man,  and  no  books 
fhorten  the  long  lingering  day. 

Our  fttuation  is  extremely  unpleafant,  and 
might  well  render  us  melancholy,  did  we  give 
up  our  mind  to  irkfome  reflection.  Mr.  Guille- 
mard  is  gone  to  Montreal,  with  the  Captain.  He 
is  perfectly  right,  for  he  would  have  fliared  in 

our 
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our  wearinefs,  without  giving  us  the  leaft  relief. 
He  is  a man  of  fuperior  worth.  The  goodnefs 
of  his  heart,  united  to  the  charms  of  an  enlight- 
ened mind,  have  long  infpired  me  with  the 
ftrongeft  attachment  for  him.  His  determina- 
tion to  leave  us  gave  me,  therefore,  the  utmoli 
concern. 

After  a hearty  break  fall,  ferved  up  at  a place 
fomewhat  remote  from  the  troop,  we  took  leave 
of  Captain  Parr.  The  place,  where  we  break- 
failed,  belongs  to  Captain  Store,  a native  of 
Connecticut^  captain  in  the  militia  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada, a loyaliil  and  proprietor  of  feven  hundred 
acres  of  land,  by  virtue  of  a grant  of  the  Britifh 
government.  He  is  owner  of  a faw-mill,  which 
is  fituated  on  the  creek  of  Guaniignougua,  and 
has  two  movements,  one  of  which  works  four- 
teen faws,  and  the  other  only  one.  The  former 
may  be  widened  and  narrowed ; but  frequently 
cannot  wwk  all  at  once,  from  the  fize  of  the  logs 
and  the  thicknefs  of  the  boards.  We  law  thir- 
teen faws  going ; a log,  fifteen  feet  in  length, 
wTas  cut  into  boards  in  thirty-feven  minutes. 
The  fame  power,  which  moves  the  faws,  lifts 
alio,  as  it  does  near  the  falls  of  Niagara,  the  logs 
on  the  jack.  For  the  fawing  of  logs  the  Captain 
takes  half  the  boards ; the  price  of  the  latter  is 
three  fhilli  > for  one  hundred  feet,  if  one  inch 
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in  thicknefs,  four  ihillings  and  fixpence,  if  ona 
inch  and  half,  and  five  fhillings,  if  two  inches. 
The  fame  boards*  if  only  one  inch  thick*  coft 
five  fliillings  in  Kingfton.  On  the  other  fide  of 
the  creek,  facing  Dutchmill  (this  is  the  name  of 
Captain  Store’s  mill),  ftands  another  mill,  which 
belongs  to  Mr.  Johnson,  whoufes  half  the  wa- 
ter of  the  creek.  We  viewed  the  latter  only  at 
a ddftance  from  the  fhore;  the  whole  profpeft  is 
*wild*  pleafing  and  romantic*  and  made  me  fm- 
cerely  regret  my  unfkilfulnefs  in  drawing.  The 
land  is  here  as  good  as  at  Kingfton. 

Although  a communication  by  land  is  opened 
between  Montreal  and  Kingfton*  and  though 
half  the  road  is  very  good,  yet  the  intercourfe  be- 
tween thefe  places  is  moftly  carried  on  by  water. 
The  rapidity  of  the  ftream  does  not  prevent  veffels 
from  being  worked  up  the  river*  and  this  tedious 
paflage  is  preferred  to  that  by  land*  even  for  the 
troops.  All  the  provifions*  with  which  Canada 
is  fupplied  from  Europe,  are  tranfported  in  the 
fame  way ; and  the  whole  correfpondence  is  car- 
ried on  by  this  conveyance*  but  in  a manner  ex- 
tremely irregular;  at  times  eight  days  elapfe 
even  in  fummer,  without  any  veffel  going  tip 
or  coming  down  the  lake. 

During  our  long  refidence  in  Upper  Canada  wc 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  a Canadian  family, 

who 
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who  were  emigrating  to  the  Illinois  River.  The 
hufband  had  examined  the  fettlement  laft  year, 
and  was  now  removing  thither  with  his  whole 
family,  confifting  of  his  wife  and  four  children,  all 
embarked  in  a boat  made  of  bark,  fifteen  feet  in 
length  by  three  in  width.  While  the  parents 
were  rowing  at  the  head  and  ftern,  the  children, 
excepting  the  oldeft,  who  was  likewife  rowing, 
were  feated  on  mattrefles  or  other  effects  ; and 
thus  they  fang  and  purfued  their  voyage  of  at 
leaf!  one  thoufand  one  hundred  miles.  We  met 
them  at  Newark.  They  proceed  along  the  banks 
of  the  lakes  and  rivers,  lie  ftill  every  night,  make 
a fort  of  tents  of  their  fheets  fupported  by  two 
poles,  drefs  their  fupper,  eat  it,  wrap  themfelves 
up  in  their  blankets  until  the  morning,  fet  off  at 
eight  o'clock,  ftop  once  a day  to  a meal,  and 
then  purfue  their  voyage  again  until  the  evening. 
They  generally  advance  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
miles  a day,  but,  when  bad  weather  comes  on,  or 
they  meet  with  rapids  or  other  obftrudHons, 
which  force  them  to  go  by  land,  their  progrefs  is 
fhorter,  and  they  frequently  reft  a whole  day. 
Having  fet  out  from  Montreal,  they  came  up  Lake 
Ontario ; thence  they  pals  Lake  Erie,  go  up  the 
Miami  River,  travel  about  fix  or  feven  miles  by 
land,  and  then  reach  the  Theakiki  River,  which 
empties  itfelf  into  the  Illinois,  or  embark  on 
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the  Wabafli^,  which  communicates  by  fevera! 
branches  with  the  Illinois,  and  thus  proceed  to  the 
Ipot  where  they  intend  to  fettle.  New  colonifts 
commonly  form  their  fettlements  on  the  banks 
of  that  river,  and  chiefly  confift  of  French  Ca« 
nadians. 

There  is  another  way  from  Montreal  to  the 
Illinois,  which  is  faid  to  be  more  frequented  than 
the  former ; namely,  up  the  Ottawas  River  or 
Great  River  f to  Nipiffing  Lake,  and  thence  by 
the  French  River  to  Lake  Huron.  On  this  way 
you  meet  with  thirty-fix  places  where  the  boats 
are  to  be  carried  over  land,  which,  however,  are 
very  fiiort.  From  Lake  Huron  you  proceed  by 
the  Straits  of  Michillimakkinak  to  Green  Bay* 
thence  by  the  Crocodile  River,  Roe  Lake,  and 
River  Saxe,  after  a fliort  paflage  over  land  to 
Ouifconfing  River,  which  empties  itfelf  into  the 
Miffiffippi,  which  you  defcend  as  far  as  the  Illi- 
nois, and  thence  go  up  this  river.  The  way,  juft 
pointed  out,  is  much  longer  than  the  other,  but  is 
generally  preferred,  efpecially  by  the  agents  of  the 

* This  beautiful  river  of  the  north-weft  territory  is  pe- 
culiarly celebrated  on  account  of  a copper  mine  on  its 
northern  bank,  which  is  the  richeft  vein  of  native  copper 
that  has  hitherto  been  difcovered. — Tranjfl. 

t The  Duke  feems  milinformed  as  to  the  appellation  of 
the  Great  River,  by  which  the  Miami  is  meant  in  America, 
not  the  Ottawas. — Tranfl* 

fur- 
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fur-trade.  On  turning  to  the  weftward,  this  is 
the  fame  way,  which  you  travel  from  Montreal  as 
far  as  the  Straits  of  Michillimakkinak,  which  you 
leave  on  the  left,  to  reach  Lake  Superiour,  on 
which  you  proceed  to  the  great  carrying  place, 
thence  to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  So  on. 

The  fettlement  on  the  Illinois  is  a large  depot 
for  the  fur- trade  ; nay,  it  is  the  laft  principal  fac- 
tory in  that  direction,  the  chief  magazine  of  which 
is  at  Fort  Michillimakkinak  ; but  the  agents  tra- 
vel one  hundred  miles  farther  and  traffic  even 
with  the  Indians  of  Louifiana. 

This  traffic  is  chiefly  carried  on  with  rum,  but 
alfo  with  guns,  gun-powder,  balls,  blankets,  fmall 
coral  collars,  fmall  filver  buckles,  bracelets,  and 
ipar-rings,  which  are  all  worn  by  the  Indians  in 
proportion  as  they  are  more  or  lefs  rich. 

The  common  ftandard,  by  which  the  Indians 
pftimate  the  value  of  their  peltry,  is  the  beaver- 
fkin  ; fo  many  cat-fkins  are  worth  one  beaver- 
fkin ; buckles,  guns,  or  a certain  quantity  of  rum, 
are  worth  one  or  two  beaver-fkins,  or  perhaps 
only  a part  of  one.  The  traders  generally  give 
the  Indians  in  fummer  a part  of  the  articles  they 
want  on  credit ; but  the  fkins  they  take  in  ex- 
change are  fold  at  fo  low  a price,  and  the  pro- 
vifion  they  fell  rated  fo  high,  that  they  can  well 
afford  to  give  credit,  the  more  fo  as  the  Indians 

are, 


526 


TRAVELS  THROUGH 


are,  in  general,  pretty  punctual  in  fulfilling  their 
engagements.  Thefe  Indians  hunt,  live  in  fami- 
lies rather  than  in  tribes,  and  are,  by  all  accounts, 
diftinguifhed  by  the  fame  vices,  the  fame  quali- 
ties, and  the  fame  manners,  as  thofe  we  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  obferving  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
lakes. 

The  trade  in  thefe  parts  is  carried  on  not  by 
the  Hudfon’s  Bay  Company,  but  by  two  or  three 
houfes  in  Montreal,  efpecially  by  Mr.  Tode,  to 
whom  I am  indebted  for  the  communication  of 
thefe  particulars.  The  MilTouri  River  alone  has 
hitherto  been  fhut  up  againft  foreign  traders  by 
the  Spaniards,  who  have  there  a fort.  Befides 
the  Canadian  habitations,  which  ftand  along  the 
banks  of  the  Illinois  either  fcattered  or  affembled 
in  villages  and  towns,  the  Illinois  Town  contains 
about  three  thoufand  inhabitants.  There  are  alfo 
fome  Canadians,  who  refide  among  the  Indians, 
and  live  exactly  as  they  do.  All  thefe  fettlements 
are  in  the  north -weft  territory,  belonging  to  the 
United  States  ; for  that  part  of  the  banks  of  the 
Mififouri?  which  appertains  to  Spain,  is  not  in- 
habited, excepting  St.  Louis  and  St.  Genevieve, 
for  eighty  miles  from  New  Orleans,  and  but  very 
thinly  peopled,  beyond  this. 

Such  peltry  as  is  exported  in  the  courfe  of  trade 
is  conveyed  to  Montreal  by  the  fame  way  which 

the 
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• the  traders  travel  to  thefe  points,,  The  mouth 
of  the  Miffiffippi,  which  by  the  new  treaty  with 
Spain  has  been  ceded  to  the  Americans  and 
the  friendly  manner  in  which  the  Spanifh  Go- 
vernor favours  this  branch  of  commerce,  procure 
their  trade  a more  expeditious  and  lefs  expenfive 
outlet,  fo  that  in  this  way  the  expence  has  been 
leffened  one-tenth.  By  the  fame  way  furs  can 
be  tranfmitted  either  to  the  United  States  or  to 
any  part  of  Europe,  as  the  merchant  choofes, 
while  all  peltry,  which  reaches  Montreal,  by  the 
Englifli  laws  can  be  fent  only  to  Great  Britain* 
The  provifion  to  be  exchanged  for  thefe  articles 
may  alfo  be  bought  in  the  cheapeft  market,  and, 
confequently,  at  a much  lower  rate  than  in  Mon- 
treal, where  the  exorbitant  duty  on  all  mer- 
chandize, landed  in  Canada,  and  which,  more- 
over, Great  Britain  alone  has  a right  to  import, 
raifes  their  price  in  an  enormous  degree. 

The  furs  in  the  whole  of  this  country  are  of  an 
inferior  quality,  if  compared  with  the  peltry  of 
thofe  parts  which  are  fituated  north  of  the  lakes, 
where  the  Hudfon’s  Bay  Company  alone  carries 
on  this  trade.  By  Mr.  Tode’s  account  you  may 

I ' ' ' ' ' ' - 

* By  the  treaty  of  1796,  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  the  former  obtained  the  free  navigation  of  the  Miflif- 
! fppi,  but  not  the  celhon  of  the  mouth  or  rather  mouths  of 
the  river. — Tranjl, 
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travel,  in  an  eafy  manner,  from  Montreal  to  the 
Illinois  in  fifteen  days,  and  from  the  Illinois  to 
New  Orleans  in  twenty.  The  navigation  of  the 
Miffiffippi  is  good,  but  requires  great  prudence 
and  attention,  on  account  of  the  rapidity  of  the 
ftream,  and  the  great  number  of  trunks  of  trees 
with  which  its  bed  is  filled  in  feveral  places. 
The  whole  country,  through  which  it  flows,  is 
extremely  fertile  and  delightful. 

On  Wednefday  the  22d  of  July  arrived  the 
long-expeded  anfwer  from  Lord  Dorchefter.  It 
was  of  a nature  to  ftrike  us  with  amazement — -a 
folemn  prohibition,  drawn  up  in  the  ufual  form, 
againft  coming  to  Lower  Canada.  It  was  im- 
pel lible  to  exped  any  thing  of  that  kind*  Mr. 
Hammond,  the  Englifli  Minifter  to  the  United 
States,  had  invited  us  himfelf  to  vifit  Canada, 
and  removed  the  difficulties,  which,  from  the  re- 
port of  other  Englifhmen,  I apprehended  on  the 
part  of  the  Governor- general,  by  affuring  me, 
that  Lord  Dorchefter  had  requefted  him  to  take 
it  for  the  future  entirely  upon  himfelf,  to  grant 
p airports'  for  Lower  Canada,  as  he  knew  better 
than  the  Governor-general  the  travellers  who 
came  from  the  United  States  ; and  that  the  let- 
ters which  he  fhould  give  me  would,  without 
previoufly  concerting  with  Lord  Dorchefter,  fe- 
cure  me  from  all  unpleafant  incidents.  I could 

not# 
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not,  therefore,  entertain  the  leaft  apprehenfion  of  a 
refufal,  as  I had  not  the  fmalleft  reafon  to  fuppofe 
that  Mr.  Hammond,  who  had  loaded  me  with  ci- 
vilities, would  have  deceived  me  on  this  fubjecffi 

But  his  ^Excellency  had  been  pleafed  to  order 
his  Secretary  to  fend  me  an  order  of  banifliment, 
which  he  had  not  even  taken  the  trouble  to  fign. 
They  told  me,  by  way  of  confolation,  that  his 
Excellency  was  rather  wreak  of  intellect,  that  he 
did  not  do  any  thing  himfelf,  &c.  ; that  fome 
emigrated  French  prieft  might  have  played  me 
this  trick  by  his  influence  over  his  Lordfhip’s  fe- 
cretary  or  his  miftrefs  ; — and  well  may  this  be 
the  cafe  ; for,  though,  Heaven  be  thanked  ! I 
have  never  injured  any  one,  yet  I find  conftantly 
people  in  my  way,  who  endeavour  to  injure  me. 
But,  be  this  as  it  may,  a refolution  mult  be 
taken,  and  the  beft  of  any  is,  to  laugh  at  the 
dilappointment.  May  it  be  the  only,  or  at  leafo 
the  moft  ferious  fruftration  of  my  hopes,  which 
yet  awaits  me. 

On  my  arrival  in  Canada,  my  Grace  wras  over- 
whelmed  with  honours,  attended  by  officers,  com- 
plimented and  reverenced  wherever  I made  my 
appearance  ; and  nowr — banifhcd  from  the  fame 
country  like  a mifcreant ! 

“ Et  je  riai  me  rite 

“ Ni  cet  exces  rihonneur  ni  cette  indignite 

Vol.  I.  M m On 
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On  fuch  occaftons,  as  in  many  other  fituations 
In  life,  we  ought  to  call  to  mind,  that  our  own 
fentiments  and  feelings  can  alone  honour  or  de- 
grade us,  and  that  confcious  redlitude  exalts  us 
above  all  villains,  great  and  low,  above  all  fools, 
and  all  tattlers. 

My  eagernefs  to  quit  the  Englifh  pofleffions  as 
foon  as  poffible,  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter, 
will  be  eafily  conceived ; though,  upon  the 
whole,  I cannot  too  often  repeat,  that  the  civili- 
ties fhewn  us  by  the  Englifh  officers  at  Kingfton, 
as  well  as  Niagara,  deferve  our  warmeft  praife. 

Major  Dobson  being  fenfible  of  the  neceffity 
of  our  leaving  Canada  with  the  utmoft  fpeed, 
affiited  us  with  true  and  fmcere  polite nefs,  but 
for  which  we  fliould  not  have  been  able  to  attain 
our  end  fo  foon  as  we  wifhed  ; for,  generally,  no 
veffel  fails  from  Kingfton  to  the  American  coaft 
except  twice  a year.  He  lent  us  his  own  barge, 
on  bo&rd  of  which  we  embarked,  four  hours  after 
the  receipt  of  the  Secretary’s  letter,  for  the  United 
States,  where  no  commandant,  no  governor,  no 
minifter,  enjoys  the  right  of  offending  honeft 
men  with  impunity. 

We  fhaped  our  courfe  for  Ofwego,  where  we 
hoped  to  meet  with  an  opportunity  of  a fpeedy 
paffage  for  Albany.  The  four  foldiers,  who  com- 
pofed  our  crew,  were  intoxicated  to  fuch  a de- 


' NORTH  AMERICA)  CANADA,  &C,  53  1 

gree,  that  the  firft  day  we  fcarcely  made  fifteen 
miles,  though  we  failed  twelve  of  them.  Mr. 
Lemoine,  the  officer  who  commanded  them, 
made  them  pay  dear  for  the  delay  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  by  obliging  them  to  row  this  day  at 
leaft  fifty-five  miles.  We  left,  at  four  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  the  long  ifland  where  we  paficd  the 
night.  A heavy  fall  of  rain  had  wetted  us  through 
to  the  fkin  ; the  wind  had  deftroyed  the  flight 
covering  we  had  made  of  branches  of  trees  ; the 
mufquitoes  had  nearly  devoured  us ; in  fliort,  we 
had  fcarcely  enjoyed  a moment’s  reft.  But  the 
weather  cleared  up;  the  morning  grew  fine;  and 
we  fbon  forgot  the  fufferings  of  the  preceding 
night. 

We  reached  Ofwego  at  half  paft  eight  in  the 
evening,  having  fcarcely  flopped  an  hour  in  the 
whole  CQurfe  of  the  day.  This  paflage  is  feldorn 
effected  in  lefs  than  two  days ; but  inftead  of 
coafting  along  the  fliore,  we  ftretched  from  the 
place  where  we  breakfafted  ftraight  over  to  Of- 
wego, without  approaching  the  land ; an  under- 
taking, which,  but  for  the  fairnefs  of  the  weather, 
might  have  proved  extremely  hazardous. 

Previous  to  our  departure,  we  enjoyed  the  fa- 
tisfadlion  of  hearing  the  report  of  Admiral  Ho- 
tham’s  fecond  victory  in  the  Mediterranean,  and 
of  the  capture  or  deftrudtion  of  four  French  ihips, 
Mm2  with 
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with  fifteen  thoufand  land-troops  on  board,  dc~ 
ftined  for  Corfica,  contradicted  by  an  officer, 'who 
arrived  from  Quebec.  This  aCtion  had  been  fa 
frequently  alleged  to  us,  as  a proof  of  the  im- 
menfe  fuperiority  of  Englifli  fhips  over  the 
Fre'nch,  that  we  felt  extremely  happy  on  finding 
the  whole  report  vanifli  like  a dream. 

The  reftoration  of  tranquillity  and  order  in 
our  country  depends,  at  this  time,  more  than 
ever  on  the  fucceffes  of  the  French.— May  they 
be  as  complete  as  I wifh.  Good  God,  what 
would  have  become  of  us,  if  Great  Britain  and 
her  allies  fhouM  prove  victorious ! I am  free— 
Heaven  be  thanked  !- — from  the  rage  againft  the 
Englifli  nation,  which  pofieffes  fo  many  French- 
men, and  cannot  be  juftified  by  the  {till  fiercer 
rage  of  fome  Englifhmen  againft  the  French. 
The  Englifli  are  a gallant  and  great  nation ; I wifh 
they  might  be  fincerely  allied  with  France — * 

% % ^ 
^ ^ 

Ofwego  is  one  of  the  pofts,  which  Great  Bri- 
tain has  hitherto  retained,  in  open  violation  of 
the  treaty  of  peace,  though  flie  will  be  obliged 
to  deliver  it  up  to  the  United  States,  in  the 
courfe  of  next  year.  It  is  a miferable  fort, 
which,,  in  the  year  1782,  was  built  at  a con- 
fiderable  cxpence  by  General  Hal  dim  an,  at 

that 
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that  time  Governor  of  Canada.  The  river  Of- 
wego,  at  the  month  of  which  the  fort  is  feated, 
is  at  prefent  almoft  the  only  courfe  for  American 
veffels  to  Lake  Ontario.  The  fort  is  in  a ruinous 
ftate  ; one  fmgle  baftion,  out  of  five,  which  form 
the  whole  of  the  fortifications,  is  kept  in  better 
repair  than  the  reft,  and  might  fierve  as  a citadel, 
to  defend  for  fome  time  the  other  works,  inde- 
fenfible  by  any  other  means.  The  prefent  gar- 
rifon  confifts  of  two  officers  and  thirty  men,  under 
whofe  protection  a cuftomhoufe-officer  learches 
all  the  veffels,  which  fail  up  or  down  the  river. 
It  is  not  lawful  to  import  any  other  articles 
from  the  United  States  into  Canada,  but  grain, 
flour,  cattle,  and  provilion,  and  no  commodities 
are  fuffered  to  be  exported  to  the  United  States, 
without  exprefs  permiffion  from  the  Governor  of 
Upper  Canada ; nay,  this  prohibition  extends 
even  to  perfons,  who,  if  they  intended  to  proceed 
to  that  country  without  fuch  permiffion,  would 
be  imprifoned.  As  to  the  prohibited  exports  in 
merchandize,  they  are  eonfifeated,  without  ex- 
ception, for  the  benefit  of  the  cuftomhoufe- 
officer,  by  whom  they  are  feized.  This  naturally 
prompts  his  zeal,  and  increafes  his  attention ; but 
there  are  fo  many  points  along  the  coaft,  where 
the  contraband  trade  can  be  carried  on,  that  it 
will  hardly  be  attempted  in  this  place,  where 
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the  Americans  are  fiire  to  encounter  fo  many 
difficulties  and  obftrudions.  Yet  fome  veflels, 
now  and  then,  flip  out,  under  favour  of  the 
night.  Two  or  three,  which  failed  in  the  at- 
tempt, were  laft  year  taken  and  condemned. 
The  large  income  of  the  receiver  of  cuftoms, 
placed  here  three  years  ago,  has  hitherto  been 
confined  to  thefe  perquifites.  Americans,  who 
from  an  ignorance  of  the  feverity  and  latitude 
with  which  Englifti  prohibitions  are  enforced, 
have  a larger  quantity  of  provifion  on  board,  than 
the  rigour  of  the  Englifli  law  permits,  frequently 
fee  the  furplus  confifcated  to  the  augmentation 
of  the  cuftoms,  which,  if  exa&ed  by  lefs  delicate 
hands  than  thofe  of  the  prefent  receiver,  might 
be  carried  to  a much  larger  amount. 

This  officer  is  called  Intendant-general  : a fine 
title,  which  ornaments  a ftation,  that,  in  fad, 
knows  no  fuperiors,  but  has  alfo  no  inferiors,  ex- 
cepting a diredor,  who  refides  at  Niagara.  The 
Intendant-general  has  not  even  a fecretary.  His 
pay  is  ten  fhillings  a day,  and  a ration,  which  is 
eftimated  at  two.  He  receives  his  pay  all  the  year 
round,  though  the  navigation  of  the  lake  is  en- 
tirely interrupted  for  five  months,  and  he  himfelf 
is  feven  months  abfent  from  Ofwego.  Decorated 
with  fuch  a title,  and  furnilhed  with  fuch  an  in- 
come, he  will  hardly  be  fuppofed  to  tranfad 
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himfelf  the  trifling  bufmefs  of  his  place.  This  is 
entrufted  to  a non-commiffioned  officer,  who 
makes  his  report.  This  is  figned  by  the  Intend- 
ant-general,  who,  in  cafe  of  abfence  from  the 
fort,  leaves  blanks  figned  on  his  table.  This 
permit,  which  authorizes  all  veffels  bound  for  Ca- 
nada, to  proceed  thither,  mull  alfo  be  figned  by 
the  commanding  officer,  for  which  every  veflel 
pays  three-fourths  of  a dollar.  For  failing  up 
the  lake  a verbal  permit  is  given  gratis . 

The  prefent  Iirtendant-general  is  an  intercfting 
young  man,  of  the  name  of  Mac-Don  a ld,  wh<> 
in  addition  to  his  talents  and  abilities,  poiTefies 
all  the  peculiar  merits,  for  which  his  family  has 
long  been  diftinguilhed  in  Canada.  They  came 
from  Scotland,  and  fettled  here  about  twenty  years 
ago.  Mr.  Mac-Donald  ferved  as  an  officer  in  the 
American  war.  He  is  now  on  half-pay ; his 
brothers  hold  commiffions  in  a Canadian  regi- 
ment, lately  raifed,  and  one  of  them  is  fpeaker  of 
the  houfe  of  reprefentatives  of  Upper  Canada. 

A man  of  Mr.  Mac-Donald’s  extraction,  in 
France,  would  injure  his  character,  in  the  public 
opinion,  by  accepting  a place  in  the  cuftoms,  In 
England  they  know  better.  There,  no  injurious 
idea  attaches  to  any  profeffion,  which  concurs  in 
the  execution  of  the  laws  ; and  no  blame  attaches 
to  a nobleman  for  holding  a place  in  the  com- 
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million  of  the  cuftoms,  or  turning  merchant. 
He  is,  on  the  contrary,  refpedcd  as  much  as  if 
he  belonged  to  the  church,  the  army,  or  the  navy, 
or  were  placed  in  any  other  honourable  fituation. 
Yet,  if  public  opinion  were  altogether  founded 
on  juft  and  reafonable  principles,  it  fhould  ftig- 
matize  all  perfons,  who  hold  fmecures  without 
any  ufeful  employment,  and  prefs  confequently 
as  dead  burthens  on  the  State.  This,  however, 
is  not  the  cafe  in  England. 

The  number  of  veffels,  which  afcend  and  de- 
fcend  the  Ofwego  during  the  feven  months,  the 
navigation  is  open,  amounts  to  about  thirty  a 
month.  By  Mr.  Mac-Donald’s  account  far  the 
greater  number  of  them  carry  new  fettlers  to 
Upper  Canada,  at  which  I am  not  aftonilhed,  it 
being  a certain  fad:,  that  the  emigration  from 
the  United  States  to  Canada  is  far  more  con- 
iiderable,  than  from  the  latter  to  the  former 
country. 

Fort  Ofwego  is  the  only  fettlement  on  the 
banks  of  the  lake  between  Kingfton  and  Niagara, 
excepting  Great  Sodus,  where  Captain  William- 
ion  forms  one,  and  which  bids  fair,  as  has  already 
been  obferved,  to  become  very  profperous ; it  is 
thirty  miles  diftant  from  the  fort.  Twelve  miles 
behind  Ofwego,  ffcands,  on  the  river,  the  firft 
American  fettlement.  This  fort  muft  therefore 
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fhift  for  itfelf.  The  officers  hunt,  read,  and 
drink;  and  the  privates  do  duty,  are  difpleafed 
with  their  fituation,  and  defert.  For  this  reafon 
the  oldeft  foldiers  are  feledted  for  the  garrifon  of 
Ofwego ; and  yet,  though  left  open  to  tempta* 
tion,  they  defert  to  the  United  States.  This  fort, 
which  lies  too  remote  for  any  communication 
with  foreign  countries,  is  for  five  months  together 
completely  cut  off  from  the  reft  of  the  world  ; 
the  fnow  lying  then  lo  deep,  that  it  is  impoffible 
to  go  abroad  but  in  fnow-fhoes.  A furgeon,  who 
has  feven  fhillings  and  fixpence  a day,  augments 
the  company  in  Ofwego.  The  gentleman,  who 
fills  this  place  at  prefent,  contributes  much  to 
heighten  the  pleafure  of  the  fociety,  by  fubmitting 
to  be  the  general  butt  of  railleries  and  jefts. 

The  neareft  Indian  habitations  are  forty  miles 
diftant  from  Ofwego ; and  yet  there  is  an  In- 
dian interpreter  appointed  at  this  fort,  who  has 
three  fhillings  and  fixpence  a day  and  a ration. 
He  was  employed  during  the  laft  war.  In  other 
places  his  appointment  might  carry  at  leaft  .fome 
appearance  of  utility ; but  here  he  is  paid  with- 
out having  any  employment.  The  commanding 
officer  has  five  fhillings  a day  in  addition  to  tfie 
pay  he  enjoys  by  virtue  of  his  commiffion ; he 
keeps  oxen,  cows,  fheep,  fowls,  &c.  which,  as  a 
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permanent  flock,  one  commanding  officer  leaves 
to  his  fucceffor  at  a fettled  price. 

The  gardens  are  numerous,  and  beautiful,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  fort ; the  lake  as  well  as  the 
river  abounds  with  frfh ; the  chace  procures 
plenty  of  game.  The  officers,  therefore,  live  well 
in  this  wildernefs,  which  they  call  Botany  Bay, 
and  yet  with  to  wreft  from  the  Americans.  We 
experienced  from  all  of  them  a very  kind  recep- 
tion. 

The  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ofwego  is 
very  indifferent;  the  trees  are  of  a middling 
growth,  and  the  wood-lands  have  a poor  appear- 
ance. 

As  fate  would  not  permit  me  to  fee  Lower  Ca- 
nada, I ffiall  here  throw  together  fome  particu- 
lars, I had  collected  refpedting  that  country.  I 
counted  on  certifying  and  arranging  them  on  the 
fpot;  and  although  1 have  not  been  able  to  do 
this,  yet  they  ffiall  not  be  loft,  either  to  myfelf 
or  my  friends. 

The  people  of  Canada  poffefs  the  French  na- 
tional character ; they  are  adlive,  brave,  and  in- 
duftrious ; they  undergo  the  fevereft  toils,  en- 
dure hardfhips  with  fortitude,  and  confole  and 
comfort  themfelves  with  fmoaking,  laughing  and 
fmging;  they  are  pleafed  with  everything,  arid 
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checked  and  difpirited  by  nothing,  neither  by 
the  length*  or  exceffive  fatigue  of  a journey,  nor 
by  the  bad  quality  of  their  food,  if  their  Spirits 
be  kept  up  by  pleafantries  and  jefts.  They  are 
employed  in  all  voyages.  At  the  beginning  of 
pring  they  are  called  together  from  the  dif- 
ferent diftridls  of  both  provinces,  either  for  the 
King’s  fervice,  or  that  of  trade.  The  people, 
employed  in  this  manner,  refide  about  Montreal, 
and  fome  miles  lower  down,  as  far  as  Quebec. 
Several  of  them  live  in  Montreal,  where  they 
carry  on  a trade,  which  occupies  them  in  winter^ 
Their  own  inclination  and  tafte  invite  them  to 
this  aftive  and  roving  mode  of  life.  Some  of 
them  are  farmers,  who  leave  the  houfing  of  the 
harveft  to  their  wives  and  neighbours  ; others 
are  artizans,  who  fhut  up  their  fhops  and  depart. 
We  met  fome  of  them,  who  were  tanners,  fad- 
dlers,  butchers,  joiners,  &c.  and  who  by  all  ac- 
counts were  very  good  workmen.  They  leave 
their  country  for  a fummer,  for  one  year  or 
more,  according  to  the  work,  which  they  are 
called  to  perform  ; and  fometimes  only  for  a fhort 
voyage.  In  the  King’s  fervice  they  are  employed 
in  working  the  fhips  from  Montreal,  or  rather 
China,  which  is  three  miles  nearer,  up  to  King- 
fton.  This  paflage,  which  is  rendered  extremely 
troublefome  by  the  numerous  rapids  in  the  river, 
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takes  up  nine  days,  more  or  lefs,  the  back  paffage 
only  three  days,  and  the  lading  and  unlading  at 
leaft  one.  For  this  voyage  they  receive  two  Louis 
d'ors  and  are  found  in  vidhials;  if  not  employed 
in  adtual  fervice,  they  receive  no  pay.  They 
now  begin  to  ferve  as  failors  on  board  the  fh  ip- 
ping  on  the  lake.  Commodore  Bouchette  is 
much  pleafed  with  them.  Their  wages  amount 
to  nine  dollars  a month  both  on  board  the  King's 
ihips,  and  in  merchantmen,  engaged  in  the  fur- 
trade. 

Mr,  Mackenzie  was  attended  by  feveral  of 
them  on  his  travels  to  the  South  Sea ; he  brings 
them  back  with  him  from  a journey,  which,  it 
was  fuppofed,  would  extend  as  far  as  the  former, 
but  which  he  intends  to  terminate  at  the  laft 
factory.  By  the  account  of  the  Englifh  them- 
felves,  who  do  not  like  them,  they  arq  the  b eft 
rowers,  extremely  dexterous  in  extricating  them- 
felves  from  difficulties,  inured  to  labour,  and 
very  fober,  though  at  times  they  are  apt  to  drink 
rum  rather  too  freely.  In  this  cafe  their  gaiety 
grows  noiiy,  while  the  Englifh  in  a fimilar  fitua- 
tion  frequently  grow  fad  and  melancholy. 

There  exifl  few  people,  among  whom  crimes 
are  lefs  frequent,  than  among  the  Canadians ; 
murders  are  never  committed,  and  thefts  very 
feldom ; yet  the  people  in  general  are  ignorant. 

But 
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But  this  defeCl  is  to  be  imputed  lefs  to  the  people, 
than  the  government,  whofe  fyftem  it  is  to  cherifli 
and  preferve  this  ignorance.  No  colleges  have 
yet  been  eftablilhed  in  Canada ; and  the  fchools 
are  very  few  in  number.  Hence  it  is  that  the 
education  even  of  the  richcft  Canadians  is  much 
neglected  ; but  few  of  them  write  with  any  to- 
lerable corre&nefs  of  fpelling,  and  a fti-11  fmaller 
number  poflefs  any  knowledge,  though  fome  of 
them  hold  feats  in  the  Legiflative  Council  of  the 
province.  I muff,  however,  mention,  that  I have 
received  this  information  from  Englishmen',  whole 
accounts  of  the  Canadians  deferve  but  little  credit, 
from  the  moft  prominent  feature  of  their  national 
character  confifting  in  a warm  attachment  to 
France,  which  on  every  occafion  they  difplay 
more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  clafs  of  fociety,  to 
which  they  belong,  and  to  the  extent  of  their 
wilhes  and  expectations,  relative  to  the  Britilh 
government. 

I have  already  obferved,  that  all  the  families 
in  Canada  have  retained  the  French  manners  and 
cuftoms ; that  but  very  few  Canadians,  perhaps 
not  one  in  a hundred,  underftand  the  Englilh 
tongue  ; that  they  will  not  learn  it,  and  that  none 
of  thole,  wTho  underftand  that  language,  will 
talk  it,  except  thofe,  who  from  the  nature  of 
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their  employments  have  a conftant  intercom^ 
with  the  military.  ; ^ 

The  Britifh  government  has,  fmce  the  cbn- 
queft,  from  a filly  affe&ation,  changed  the  names 
of  the  towns,  iflands,  rivers,  nay  of  the  fmalleft 
creeks.  But  the  Canadians  make  no  ufe  of  thefe 
new  appellations,  but  either  from  affectation  or 
habit  retain  the  ancient  French  names. 

Many  members  of  the  AiTembly,  as  well  as  of 
the  Legiflative  Council  of  Lower  Canada,  are 
French  inhabitants  of  Canada ; the  debates  are 
carried  on  there  in  the  French  and  Englifh  lan- 
guages ; the  fpeech  of  the  French  member  is  im- 
mediately tranflated  into  Englifh,  and  of  the  Eng- 
Iifli  into  French. 

The  inveterate  hatred  of  the  Englifh  againft 
the  French,  which  is  at  once  fo  ridiculous,  fo  ab~ 
fiird,  and  fo  humiliating  for  the  people,  infomuch 
as  it  proves  them  to  be  mere  tools  of  the  ambition 
of  their  miniftry — this  hatred,  which  the  lights* 
diffufed  through  both  countries,  and  the  frequent 
intercourfe  between  the  two  nations,  had  nearly 
deftroyed  in  Europe,  before  the  French  revolu- 
tion broke  out,  has  not  abated  here  in  the  fame 
degree.  No  Canadian  has  juft  grounds  of  com- 
plaint againft  the  Britifh  government ; the  in- 
habitants of  Canada  acknowledge  unanimoufly, 

that 
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that  they  are  better  treated  than  under  the  an- 
cient French  government ; but  they  love  the 
French,  forget  them  not,  long  after  them,  hope 
for  their  arrival,  will  always  love  them,  and  be- 
tray thefe  feelings  too  frequently  and  in  too  frank 
a manner,  not  to  incur  the  difpleafure  of  the 
Englifh,  who  even  in  Europe  have  not  yet  made 
an  equal  progrefs  with  us  in  difcarding  the  ah- 
furd  prejudices  of  one  people  againft  another. 

When  Lord  Dorchefter,  at  the  appearance  of 
a war  with  the  United  States,  tried  laft  year  to 
embody  the  militia  in  Canada,  he  met  every- 
where with  remonftrances  againft  this  meafure, 
A great  number  of  Canadians  refufed  to  enlift  at 
all;  others  declared  openly,  “ that  if  they  were 
to  ad:  againft  the  Americans,  they  would  cer- 
tainly march  in  defence  of  their  country,  but 
that  againft  the  French  they  fhould  not  march, 
becaufe  they  would  not  fight  againft  their  breth- 
ren.” Thefe  declarations  and  profeffions,  com- 
municated to  me  by  Englifh  officers,  and  of  con- 
fequence  unqueftionably  true,  were  not  the  ef- 
fects of  Jacobin  intrigues  ; for,  it  is  afferted,  that 
at  that  very  period  the  emiffaries  of  the  Conven- 
tion complained  of  the  character  of  the  Canadians 
being  averfe  to  an  infurreclion  ; but  they  arc  the 
natural  refults  of  their  attachment  to  France, 
which  neither  time,  nor  the  mildnefs  of  the  Eng- 
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lifh  adminiftration  has  hitherto  been  able  to  ex- 
tirpate. The  notions  of  liberty  and  independence 
are,  from  their  political  fituation,  foreign  to  their 
■minds.  They  pay  no  taxes,  live  well,  at  an  eafy 
rate,  and  in  plenty ; within  the  compafs  of  their 
comprehenfion  they  cannot  wifh  for  any  other 
good.  They  are  lo  little  acquainted  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  liberty,  that  it  has  coft  a great  deal  of 
trouble  to  eftabliffi  juries  in  their  country  ; they 
oppofe  the  introduction  of  the  trial  by  juries,  and 
in  civil  eaufes  thefe  are  not  yet  in  ufe.  But  they 
love  France ; this  beloved  country  engages  ftill 
their  affcCtion.  In  their  eftimation,  a Frenchman 
is  a being  far  fuperior  to  an  Englifhman.  The 
French  are  the  firft  nation  on  earth  ; becaufe,  at- 
tacked by  all  Europe,  they  have  repulfed  and  de- 
feated all  Europe.  The  Canadians  confider  them- 
felves  as  Frenchmen;  they  call  themfelves  fo; 
France  is  their  native  land.  Thefe  fentiments 
and  feelings  cannot  but  be  highly  valued  by  a 
Frenchman,  who  mufl  love  and  refpeCt  the  good 
people  of  Canada.  But,  it  will  be  eafily  con- 
ceived, that  they  difpleafe  the  EnglilTi,  who  fre- 
quently difplay  their  ill-humour,  efpecially  the 
spirited  and  impatient  Britifh  officers,  by  defpif- 
ing  and  abufmg  the  Canadians.  “ The  French,” 
fay  they,  “ beat  them,  ftarved  them,  and  put 
them  into  irons ; they  ffiould  therefore  be  treated 

by 
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by  us  in  the  fame  manner,”  Such  are  the  opi- 
nions on  this  amiable  and  liberal-minded  people* 
which  you  hear  delivered  during  an  Engliih  re- 
pair ; feveral  times  have  I heard  them  with  indig- 
nation. People  of  more  prudence  and  refer ve,  it 
is  true,  do  not  profefs  thefe  fentiments  in  the  fame 
rafh  and  public  manner ; tut  they  entertain 
them,  and  the  people  of  Canada  know  full  well, 
that  fiich  are,  in  regard  to  them,  the  fentiments 
of  the  generality  of  Englifhmen. 

Lower  Canada,  which  pays  no  more  taxes  than 
Upper  Canada,  has  of  late  been  obliged  to  raife  a 
yearly  contribution  of  five  thoufand  pounds  fter- 
ling,  to  meet  the  public  expence  for  the  admini- 
ftration  of  juftice,  legiflature,  and  other  items  in 
this  province.  This  contribution  or  impoft  is  laid 
on  wine,  brandy  and  Other  articles  of  luxury ; it 
is  raifed  as  an  excife,  and  confequently  is  an  in- 
direct tax,  but  little  burthenfome  from  its  amount, 
as  well  as  from  the  mode  in  which  it  is  raifed  ; 
and  yet  it  has  excited  much  difcontent  and  dif- 
pleafure  againft  the  reprefentatives,  who  fandtion- 
ed  it  by  their  confent. 

This  is  an  outline  of  the  fentiments,  which 
prevail  among  the  people  of  Canada,  and  which 
I lliould  have  more  clofely  examined,  had  I been 
permitted  to  vifit  Lower  Canada.  I hate  been 
allured,  that  Lord  Dorchefter,  in  co^fequence  of 
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the  refufal  of  the  Canadians,  to  be  embodied  in 
regiments,  defired  laft  year  to  return  to  England. 
Whether  this  be  the  true  motive  of  his  defire  to 
refign,  which  is  a certain  facft,  I know  not.  His 
difpleafure  may  alfo,  perhaps,  have  been  excited 
by  the  marked  difapprobation  of  the  Englifh  mi- 
niftry,  refpedting  his  addrefs  to  the  Indian  nation. 
However  this  may  be,  his  refignation  has  not 
been  accepted.  Lord  Dorchefter,  from  his  con- 
ftant  good  and  kind  demeanour  to  the  Canadians, 
imagined  he  was  beloved  by  that  nation;  his 
adminiftration  has  throughout  been  marked  with 
mildnefs  and  juftice  ; he  has  fupported  the  new 
conftitution ; he  loves  the  Canadians,  but  his  felf- 
love  as  well  as  patriotifm  and  national  pride  have 
been  much  humbled  by  the  fentiments,  difplayed 
laft  year  by  the  people  of  Canada. 

I have  already  mentioned  a converfation,  in  the 
courfe  of  which  feveral  officers  delivered  it  as 
their  opinion,  that  it  would  be  for  the  intereft  of 
Great  Britain  to  give  up  Canada.  This  is  the  ge- 
neral opinion  of  all  Englifhmen,  who  refide  in 
this  country,  excepting  fuch  as  on  account  of 
their  ftations  and  emoluments  hold  a different  lan- 
guage. They,  who  fhare  in  the  government  and 
adminiftration  of  Canada,  the  Englifh  merchants 
and  families,  who  have  long  refided  here,  are  far 
from  profeffing  thefe  principles,  from  a convic- 
tion, 
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tion,  that  in  the  procefs  of  time  Great  Britain 
will  reap  confiderable  benefits  from  the  poffeffion 
of  Canada.  Thefe  are  not  the  ideas  which  I en- 
tertain on  this  fubjeft,  confi dering  either  the 
extent  or  the  nature  and  complexion  of  the  Eng- 
liflh  adminiftration  and  government  in  this  part 
of  the  globe.  I conceive,  that  the  enormous 
expence,  incurred  by  Great  Britain,  is  abfolutely 
unneceffary,  and  that  the  ftate  of  independence, 
in  which  Die  endeavours  to  keep  Canada,  does 
not  afford  the  greateft  and  moft  permanent  ad- 
vantage Die  might  derive  from  that  country. 

What  would  be  faid  of  a miniftry,  which 
would  attempt  to  convince  England,  that  the 
proceeds  of  her  trade  and  extenfive  navigation  to 
Canada  fall  much  fliort  of  her  yearly  expence  to 
maintain  herfelf  in  the  poffeffion  of  that  colony, 
and  propofe  to  the  Britifh  cabinet,  to  declare  it 
independent,  to  affift  it  with  fubfidies  the  firft 
years,  and  immediately  to  conclude  with  the  Ca- 
nadian government  a treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce ? Such  a miniftry  would  undoubtedly  be 
confidered  as  a fet  of  rank  Jacobins.  And  yet 
it  is  highly  probable,  that  Great  Britain,  while  on 
the  one  ft  and  file  faved  a confiderable  expenditure, 
wTould  on  the  other  lofe  none  of  her  commercial 
advantages,  form  a permanent  and  extenfive  con- 
nexion with  Canada ; and  would  fpare  herfelf 
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the  humiliation  of  another  colony  being  difmem- 
bered  from  the  Britifh  empire.  But  fuch  a refo- 
lution  fhould  be  embraced  without  any  fecret 
views,  and  hidden  projects,  loyally  and  frankly; 
fo  that  Canada,  enjoying  all  the  bleffings  of  li- 
berty and  profperitv,  might  have  no  juft  grounds 
for  any  ftniftrous  apprehenfions.  However  abfurd 
this  language  may  appear,  it  is  perhaps  precifely 
that,  which  all  European  powers  fhould,  at  this 
time,  hold  to  their  continental  colonies ; nay, 
with  feme  modification,  I think  it  fhould  even  be 
addreffed  to  the  Weft- Indian  Iflands.  But  away 
with  political  fpeculations  ! 

The  Roman  Catholic  priefts  in  Upper  Canada 
are  of  the  fame  caft  as  our  former  country  cu- 
rates ; their  whole  flock  of  knowledge  being  con- 
fined to'  reading  and  writing,  they  are  of  courfe 
unenlightened  and  fuperftitious.  The  French 
revolution  has  brought  thither  feme  of  a fuperior 
oh ar after,  who  are  probably  lefs  indolent  and 
more  tolerant  than  the  former.  I am  unac- 
quainted with  them,  but  the  Britifh  officers  are 
fo  aftonifhed  at  feeing  French  priefts  poflefled  of 
feme  fenfe  and  knowledge,  that,  in  their  opinion, 
they  are  very  clever . 

The  only  branch  of  commerce  belonging  to  Ca- 
nada is  the  fur  trade ; with  the  whole  extent  and 
annual  amount  of  which  I had  feme  hopes  of 
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getting  acquainted  during  my  intended  refidence 
at  Montreal.  I know  from  Governor  Simcoe, 
that  it  is  tar  more  infignificafit,  than  is  generally 
believed,  and  that  a confiderable  contraband  trade 
in  this  article  is  already  carried  on  in  the  United 
States,  the  chief  agents  of  which  are  Canadian 
merchants.  I know  alfo,  that  this  contraband 
trade,  which  they  encourage  on  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  may  likewife  be  carried  on,  without 
their  affiftance,  with  the  United  States,  0*  Lake 
Erie,  as  well  as  on  feveral  points  of  tb~  banks  of 
Lake  Ontario ; and  that  the  fur~nc^er  of  this 
fort  to  the  United  States,  a^  Libiequent 
American  fettlements  on  tv  frontiers,  will  ren- 


der it  altogether  impo{Pjcy to  Pievent  this  con.- 
traband  trade.  B !t  *s  wel1  known,  that 


iucli  as  navigate  the  lakes  : 
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at  Halifax,  {hips  are  not  built,  but  merely  caulked 
and  refitted.  No  fhips  but  Englifh  bottoms  are 
fuffered  to  fail  from  Canada  for  Europe ; whence 
it  is,  that,  if  this  navigation  be  intercepted  or 
protracted,  the  utmoft  fcarcity  of  European  pro- 
vifion  prevails  in  that  country.  This  year,  for 
inftance,  all  the  magazines  and  warehoufes  in 
Canada  were  empty,  on  account  of  the  iliips, 
which  generally  arrive  about  the  15th  of  May, 
not  having  yet  come  in  on  the  20th  of  July. 
Since  tin  cf  July,  not  a bottle  of  wine,  or 
Q yard  of  ^oth,  could  be  procured  for  money, 
either  at  One  be  or  Montreal.  The  officers,  who 
came  from  theie  and  had  not  been  able  to 

fupply  their  wants,  explained  of  the  abfolute 
impoflibility  or  procuring  neceffary  article  in 
Canada;  and,  I underftan  difCOntent, 

which  prevails  on  this  fubjed,  congnec|  to 

the  military. 

It  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  that  ^na(j;ans 
are  indifferent  hufbandmen,  that  agricy^  .g 
imperfectly  underftood  in  this  colony,  an  ^ 
in  this  refpeft,  the  Engliffi  have  not  tranfpla.  ^ 
hither  either  their  own  agricultural  uuprow 
ments,  or  any  branch  of  European  (kill.  e 
land  is  good,  upon  the  whole ; the  belt,  w ic 
in  the  illandof  Montreal,  is  worth  from  twenty 
to  twenty-four  dollars  an  acre.-  From  this  cir- 

cumftance, 
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cumftance,  which  is  certain,  the  wealth  of  the 
country  may  be  partly  efti  mated. 

The  fevere  froft,  which  in  winter  generally 
prevails  in  Quebec,,  caufes  the  mortar  to  crack, 
and  every  year  occafions  expenfive  repairs  at  the 
citadel,  which  never  laft  long.  The  other  ftrong 
places  in  Britifh  America  are  conftnnded  of  wood, 
which  is  never  feafoned,  but  ufed  as  foon  as  felled, 
and  confequently  decays  very  foon.  In  the  whole 
fort  of  Ofwego,  which  was  built  about  eleven 
years  ago,  there  is  not  one  found  piece  of  timber 
to  be  found  ; and  for  the  fame  reafon  the  citadel 
of  Halifax,  which  was  conftruded  only  feven 
years  ago,  is  now  rebuilding  from  the  ground. 
This  is  all  the  information,  which  I have  been 
able  to  colled:,  and  which,  however  imperfed:  it 
be,  may  yet  ferve  as  a guide  to  other  travellers 
in  their  purfuits  of  ufeful  knowledge. 

The  northern  borders  of  the  bafen,  which 
holds  the  waters  of  the  Niagara,  juft  above  the 
^alls,  conllft  of  a fat  and  ftrong  reddilh  earth, 
lying  on  a ground  of  lime-ftone. 

The  rocks,  between  which  the  ftupendous  ca- 
tarad:  of  Niagara  rallies  down,  are  alfo  lime-ftone, 
as  are  numerous  fragments  of  rocks,  which  appear 
within  the  chafm,  and  have  undoubtedly  been 
fwept  away  by  the  tremendous  torrent.  At  the 
bottom  of  the  baton  you  fee  alfo  large  maffes 
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of  white  ftone,  of  a fine  grain,  which  the  inha- 
bitants affert  to  be  the  petrified  foam  of  the  fall, 
but  which,  in  fadt,  appears  to  confift:  of  vitrio- 
lated  lime.  It  does  not  effervefce  with  acids.  I 
have  tried  no  other  experiments. 

The  ground  between  the  falls  and  Queen’s 
Town  is  a level  tradt,  feme  hundred  feet  elevated 
above  the  plain,  which  joins  Lake  Ontario,  and 
in  which  the  town  of  Newark,  and  the  fort  of 
Niagara  a/e  fituated. 

This  whole  trade  fee  ms  to  confift  of  lime  and 
free  ftone,  which  contain  petrifadtions  of  fea  ani- 
mals. 

Over  the  plain  near  Newark  are  fcattcred  large 
mafic s of  a reddifh  granite,  which  lie  infulated  on 
the  lime-ftone,  like  the  large  blocks  of  granite, 
which  you  fee  on  Mount  Saleve,  near  Geneva ; 
fo  that  it  is  impoffible  to  account  for  their  origin. 

In  the  environs  of  Toranto,  or  York,  the  foil  is 
in  feme  places  fandy,  in  others  light  clay ; no 
rocks  are  here  to  be  found. 

In  Kingfton,  or  Kadaraque,  on  the  north -eaft- 
erly  extremity  of  Lake  Ontario,  you  find  again 
the  argillaceous,  fine  grained  lime-ftone,  of  a dark 
grey  colour.  Here,  as  nearly  all  along  the  borders 
of  the  lake,  are  found  different  forts  of  flints, 
fchift,  quartz,  and  granite. 

You  alfo  find  at  Kingfton,  at  no  great  diftance 

from 
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from  the  fhore,  a large  black  conglomeration, 
which  has  the  appearance  of  bafalt,  and  great 
quantities  of  free-ftonc,  with  petrifactions  of  fea 
animals. 

The  trees  and  plants,  I have  met  with  in  Upper 
Canada,  are  nearly  the  fame,  which  I obferved 
in  the  northern  diftrict  of  Geneffee.  Yet  I found 
the  buck-eye,  called  by  the  Canadians  hois  chlcot 5 
the  five-leaved  ivy,  which  I have  feen  branched 
thirty  feet  high  around  an  oak  tree,  the  red  cedar, 
the  fmall  Canadian  cherry  (ragou  minier),  and 
black  or  fweet  birch.  I have  feen  neither  a pa- 
paw,  nor  a cucumber  tree.  The  ginfeng  root, 
which  is  pretty  common  in  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  abounds  in  Canada,  but  forms  here 
not  fo  confiderable  an  article  of  trade,  as  in  the 
former  country.  The  Canadians  ufe  an  infufion 
of  this  root  as  a cure  for  pains  in  the  ftomach, 
efpecially  if  they  proceed  horn  debility;  for  colds, 
and,  in  fhort,  in  all  cafes  where  perfpiration  may 
be  required.  They  alfo  make  ufe  of  the  lea  ves  of 
maiden  hair*,  which  is  found  in  great  abundance 
in  the  vicinity  of  Kingfton,  inftead  of  tea. 

* Adianthum  capillus  veneris,  Linn,  a plant,  from  which 
tjie  once  celebrated  “ fyrop  de  ccipillaire ” took  its  name, 
which  P.  Formius,  aphyfician  of  Montpellier,  recommended 
as  an  univerfal  medicine,  in  his  treatife  “ De  Adiantho,” 
pubiiihed  1634 .—Tranjl. 
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Mr.  Guillemard  having!;  communicated  to  me 
the  journal  of  his  tour  to  Lower  Canada,  I fhall 
extradl  from  it  fuch  particulars,  as  appear  molt 
proper  to  fill  up  the  deficiencies  of  the  informa- 
tion, which  I have  myfelf  been  able  to  colledh 
This  journal  confirms,  upon  the  whole,  the  ge- 
neral obfervations,  which  I have  made  on  that 
country.  Although  the  intelligence,  gathered  by 
Mr.  Guillemard,  be  not  altogether  as  minute  as  I 
could  have  wifhed,  yet  from  the  corredtnefs  of 
his  judgment,  and  his  character  for  veracity,  the 
truth  of  his  remarks  cannot  be  questioned. 

The  paffage  from  Kingfton  to  Quebec  is  made 
as  far  as  China,  in  Canadian  veffels  of  about  ten 
or  fifteen  tons  burthen.  The  navigation  from 
China  to  Montreal  being  intercepted  by  the  falls 
of  St.  Louis,  this  part  mufl  be  travelled  by  land. 
Ships  of  any  burthen  may  fail  from  Montreal  to 
Quebec. 

The  rapids  are  of  various  defcriptions.  They 
are  either  whirlpools,  occafioned  by  rocks,  againft 
which  the  water  {trikes  in  its  courfe,  or  ftrong 
declinations  of  the  bed  of  the  river,  the  rapid 
motion  pf  which  is  checked  by  few  or  no  ob- 
ftructions.  Carried  by  rapids  of  this  nature, 
fhips  may  advance  iixteen  miles  in  an  hour. 
Thole  of  the  former  defcription  are  the  moft 

dangerous, 
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dangerous,  though  misfortunes  but  feldom  occur. 
They  are  moil  frequent  on  the  cedar  pafTage: 

From  Montreal  to  Quebec  the  river  flows 
with  great  velocity,  but  without  any  rapids.  In 
Lake  St.  Peter  * fhips  muft  keep  within  a na- 
tural canal,  from  twenty  to  fifteen  feet  in  depth  ,* 
in  other  places  the  lake  is  only  from  four  to  fix 
feet  deep.  It  is  under  contemplation  to  make  a 
canal  from  China  to  Montreal,  by  which  the  in- 
terruption of  the  water  conveyance  from  China 
to  Montreal  will  be  removed. 

There  are  few  or  no  fettlements  between 
Kingflon  and  St.  John’s,  the  chief  place  of  the 
lower  diftridt  of  Upper  Canada,  about  midway 
between  Kingflon  and  Montreal. f Between 

this  place  and  Montreal  they  are  rather  more 
numerous,  yet  frill  few  in  number. 

The  right  banks,  belonging  to  England,  are 
more  thinly  inhabited  than  the  left.  The  few 
habitations  you  here  meet  with  lie,  almoft  all  of 

* This  lake  is  a part  of  St.  Lawrence  river.  Its  centre 
is  lixty -eight  miles  above  Quebec,  and  two  hundred  and 
five  north-call  of  Kinglton,  at  the  mouth  of  Lake  Ontario. 
Travjlator . 

St.  John’s  belongs  not  to  the  lower  dilbift  of  Upper 
Canada,  but  to  Lower  Canada.  By  an  ordinance  of  the  7 th 
of  July,  1796,  it  has  been  eltablifhed  as  the  foie  port  of 
entry  and  clearance  for  all  goods  imported  from  the  interior 
of  the  United  States  into  Canada.  Travjlator . 
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them,  contiguous  to  the  river.  Between  Montreal 
and  Quebec  they  ftand  more  clofely  together. 
Even  the  inland  parts  are  inhabited  within  three 
or  four  miles  of  the  fhore  ; and  fo  are  almoft  all 
the  borders  of  the  rivers  and  brooks  which  fall 
into  the  fiream.  To  judge  from  the  habitations 
and  the  mode  of  cultivation,  thefe  fettlements  are 
the  worft  of  any  you  meet  with  in  the  United 
States  ; on  the  right  fide  of  the  river  the  planta- 
tions do  not  extend  to  fo  great  a diftance  into  the 
interior  of  the  country. 

The  foil  is  generally  good,  efpecially  in  the 
iflands.  It  bears  a variety  of  fine  trees  and  ex- 
cellent grafs.  The  land  in  the  ifland  of  Mon- 
treal is  efteemed  the  beft  ; while  in  other  inha- 
bited parts  the  price  of  the  land  is  at  moft  five 
dollars  per  acre,  it  cofts  in  the  ifland  of  Montreal 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five.  There  are  eftates 
in  the  vicinity  of  Quebec  either  fomewhat  better 
cultivated  than  the  reft,  or  furnifhed  with  a good 
dwelling-houfe  and  out-buildings,  the  lands  be- 
longing to  which  bear  a ft.ill  higher  price.  Upon 
the  whole  there  is  but  little  land  fold,  either 
from  the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants,  or  the  diffi- 
culties attending  a fale,  for  reafons  which  I fhall 
detail  in  another  place. 

Agriculture  is  as  bad  in  Lower  Canada  as  it 
poffibly  can  be.  In  the  vicinity  of  Quebec  and 

Montreal 
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Montreal  no  manure  is  known  but  ftable  dung, 
and  even  this  the  farmers  ufed  not  long  ago  to 
throw  into  the  river.  What  is  here  called  culti- 
vated land  is,  even  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
neither  more  nor  lefs  than  ground  merely  cleared 
m trafts  of  about  forty  or  fifty  acres,  and  enclofed 
with  rough  fences.  In  the  midft  of  thefe  trails 
are  fmalj  plots  of  cultivated  ground  fown  with 
wheat,  Indian  corn,  rye,  peafe,  and  clover ; they 
very  feldom  take  up  the  whole  fpace  enclofed. 
The  farmers  are  a frugal  fet  of  people,  but  ig- 
norant and  lazy.  In  order  to  fucceed  in  enlarging 
and  improving  agriculture  in  this  province,  the 
Englifh  government  muft  proceed  with  great 
prudence  and  perfeverance.  For,  in  addition  to 
the  unhappy  prejudices,  which  the  inhabitants  of 
Canada  entertain  in  common  with  the  farmers 
of  all  other  countries,  they  alfo  fofter  a ftrong 
miftruft  againft  every  thing  which  they  receive 
from  the  Englifh  ; and  this  miftruft  is  grounded 
on  the  idea,  that  the  Englifh  arc  their  conquerors, 
and  the  French  their  brethren. 

There  are  fome  exceptions  from  this  bad  agri- 
cultural fyftem,  but  they  are  few.  The  beft  cul- 
tivators are  always  landholders  arrived  from  Eng- 
land. Mr.  Touzy,  an  Englilh  clergyman  in 
Quebec,  who  arrived  very  lately  from  Suffolk  in 
England,  is  now  occupied  in  clearing  and  culti- 
vating* 
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vating  in  the  Englifh.  manner  from  feven  to  eight 
thoufand  acres,  which  he  holds  from  government, 
or  at  leaf!  a part  of  this  grant.  Should  he  be 
gifted  with'  fufficient  perfeverance  to  fucceed, 
he  cannot  fail  to  become  extremely  ufeful  to  this 
part  of  the  globe;  In  the  mean  while,  it  is  a 
matter  of  general  aftonifhment  in  Quebec,  that 
he  fhould  form  any  fiich  eftabiifliments  at  fo  great 
a diftance  from  the  town,  and  yet  this  diftance 
exceeds  not  fifteen  miles. 

On  the  road  from  Montreal  to  Quebec  the 
d w elling-h oufes  are  fome  of  them  built  with 
fmall  ftones,  and  others  with  v/ood  plaftered  over 
with  lime,  which  abounds  in  the  country ; the 
infide  of  fuch  of  thefe  buildings,  as  are  inhabited 
by  Canadians,  is  miferable  and  filthy.  In  moft  of 
them,  which  ftand  along  the  road,  and  where  of 
confequence  the  death  of  the  King  of  France  is 
known,  you  find  his  portrait,  the  print  which 
reprefents  him  taking  leave  of  his  family,  his 
execution,  and  his  laft  will.  All  thefe  prints  are 
fomething  venerable  to  the  Canadians,  without 
impairing  their  attachment  to  the  French. 

Montreal  and  Quebec  refemble  two  provincial 
towns  in  France  ; the  former  ftands  in  a pleafant 
and  delightful  fituation  ; the  latter  is  feated  half 
on  the  bank  of  the  river  and  half  on  the  adjoining 
rock.  The  low-er  part  of  the  town  is  inhabited 

by 
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by  the  merchants  and  trade’s-people,  and  the 
upper  part  by  the  military.  Ftbm  its  pofition, 
encircled  as  it  is  with,  mountains,  and  from  the 
works  conftrudted  to  encreafe  its  adhial  ftrength, 
Quebec  belongs  to  the  fortreffes  of  the  fecond  or 
third  rank. 

The  military,  it  feems,  enjoy  in  this  city,  on 
account  of  the  prefence  of  the  Governor-general, 
and  of  the  great  number  of  officers  and  other 
perfons  attached  to  the  army,  the  fame  diftindtion 
in  fociety,  which  the  merchants  poffefs  at  Mon- 
treal. 

The  Canadian  gentry,  who  relide  in  towns,  are 
much  poorer  than  the  Englilh,  invited  hither 
either  by  confiderable  pay,  attached  to  their 
places,  or  fome  other  valuable  income.  They  live 
in  general  by  themfelves  ; and  as  they  fpend  lefs 
than  the  Engliffi,  the  latter  are  apt  to  call  them 
avaricious  and  proud  ; and  the  former  fail  not  to 
return  the  compliment  in  a different  manner. 
The  Englifh  merchants  are  rich  and  hofpitable. 

In  point  of  furniture,  meals,  &c.  the  Englifh 
fafhions  and  manners  prevail,  even  in  fome  of  the 
moft  opulent  Canadian  families  connedted  with 
adminiftration.  In  other  Canadian  families  of 
diftindlion  the  French  cuftoms  have  been  pre- 
ferred. 

The  export  and  import  trade  of  Canada  em- 
t ploys 
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ploys  about  thirty  veflels,  and  is  merely  carried 
on  with  and  through  England.  From  an  extract 
of  the  cuitom-houfe  books  for  1/  80,  procured 
by  Mr.  Guille  mard,  the  exports  in  that  year  ap- 
pear to  have  amounted  to  three  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixteen 
pounds*  Halifax  currency,  and  the  imports  to 
two  hundred  and  forty-three  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  fixty-two.  Since  that  year  not  only 
large  quantities  of  corn  have  been  exported,  but 
the  trade  has,  upon  the  whole,  been  confiderably 
encreafed  by  the  great  agricultural  improvements 
made  in  both  provinces,  but  efpecially  in  Upper 
Canada. 

The  whole  amount  of  a common  harvefl  in 
Lower  Canada  is  eftimated  at  four  thoufand 
bufhels,  three  fourths  of  which  are  confumed  in 
the  country.  The  principal  depot  of  the  peltry- 
trade  is  in  Montreal. 

I fhall  at  the  end  of  this  article  fubjoin  feme 
LatisfaCtory  information  refpe&ing  this  trade,  ex- 
tracted from  a journal,  the  veracity  of  which  is 
unqueflionable. 

The  navigation  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  is 
fhut  up  by  froft  feven  months  of  the  year. 

An  iron-work  on  the  Trois  Rivieres,  and  a 
diftillery  near  Quebec,  are  the  only  manufactories 
in  Canada,  and  both  in  a very  low  Rate.  The 

iron- 
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iron- work  cannot  even  fupply Lower  Canada  with 
the  neceffary  articles  ; it  belongs  to  merchants  of 
Quebec  and  Montreal,  who  make  no  ufe  of  the 
machineiJy  employed  in  England  in  manufactories 
of  that  defcription.  The  iron-ore  is  found  in  the 
neighbouring  rivers,  and  alfo  in  grains  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  foil.  It  is  very  rich,  and  known  by 
the  name  of  St.  Maurice  ore.  The  work  em- 
ploys about  twenty  workmen,  all  of  them  Cana- 
dians ; they  .forge  the  iron  into  bars,  manufac- 
ture tools  for  artifans,  utenfils,  pots,  &c.  and  earn 
three  quarters  of  a dollar  a day,  but  are  not  board- 
ed by  the  owners  of  the  work. 

In  the  diftillery  whifky  and  geneva  are  diftillecft 
but  very  little  of  either.  The  number  of  work- 
men is  very  fmall ; their  daily  wages  confift  in 
two  fliillings  in  money  and  board.  The  Canadi- 
ans, like  the  inhabitants  of  the  back  country  in 
the  United  States,  manufacture  themfelves  all  the 
clothes  they  want  for  their  families. 

The  Roman  Catholic  religion  forms  the  efta- 
blifhed  church  in  Lower  Canada ; the  minifters 
are  fupported  by  tythes  and  gifts,  and  out  of  the 
eftates  acquired  by  the  clergy.  All  the  churches 
in  the  country  belong  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
perfuafion,  and  are  tolerably  well  frequented  by 
the  people.  The  clergy  of  the  EpifcOpal  church 
are  paid  by  the  king  ; as  well  as  the  Protefiant 
Vol.  L O o bifhop, 
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biflhop,  who  is  at  the  fame  time  bifhop  of  Upper 
Canada.  Divine  fervice  is  performed  by  Pro- 
teftants,  in  Roman  Catholic  churches  or  chapels, 
at  Quebec,  Montreal,  and  Trots  > Rivibes . In 
the  country  there  is  no  religious  worihip  but  ac- 
cording to  the  rites  of  the  Roman  Catholic  reli- 
gion. 

A convent  of  Urfelmes  in  Quebec,  and  another 
in  Montreal,  and  a fociety  of  Charitable  Sifters, 
who  attend  the  hofpitals  and  lazarettoes,  are  the 
only  nunneries  of  Lower  Canada.  The  revenue 
of  the  hofpitals  confifted  in  part  of  annuities,  paid 
by  the  city  of  Paris,  the  payment  of  which  was 
flopped  in  purfuance  of  a decree  of  the  French 
National  Affembly ; and  this  deficiency  has  not 
hitherto  been  made  up  in  any  other  manner.  Two 
Francifcans  only,  and  one  Jefuit,  are  remaining 
of  the  numerous  convents  of  thefe  orders  which 
fubfifted  here  at  the  time  of  the  conqueft  of  Ca- 
nada. One  of  thefe  Francifcans,  it  is  afferted, 
has,  in  violation  of  the  treaty,  taken  the  vow 
fince  that  time,  and  the  Jefuit  is  rather  a prieft, 
who  ftyles  himfelf  a Jefuit,  than  really  a member 
of  that  religious  community.  By  virtue  of  a 
grant  of  his  Britannic  Majeity,  all  the  eftates  in 
Canada,  which  belong  to  the  Jefuits,  go  to  Lord 
Amherft  at  the  deceafe  of  the  laft  member  of 
that  community  in  the  province ; and  rumour 
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fays,  that  the  proceeds  of  thefe  eftates,  enjoyed 
by  the  foi-difant  monk,  which  amount  to  fifteen 
hundred  a year,  are  the  true  caufe  of  the  enmity 
which  fubfifts  between  Lord  Amherft  and  Lord 
Dorchefter. 

The  feminary  in  Quebec  is  kept  by  a fort  of 
congregation  or  fraternity,  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Priefts  of  St.  Sulpice,  who,  prior  to  the 
conqueft,  pofTefTed  three  fuch  houfes,  namely* 
one  in  Siam,  one  in  Pondicherry,  and  one  in 
Quebec.  Since  that  time  the  feminary  fupports 
itfelf  by  its  own  means.  The  eftates  which  it 
pofTeffes  are  confiderable,  at  leaft  in  point  of  ex- 
tent, and  contain  from  fifty  to  fixty'  thoufand 
acres  ; yet,  as  the  feminary  poffefTes  not  the  right 
to  difpofe  either  of  the  wdiole  or  any  part  of  them, 
and  confequently  cannot  gain  any  advantage 
from  thefe  eftates  but  by  farming  them  out  to 
tenants,  who  pay  no  more  than  about  a bufhel 
and  a half  of  com  for  every  ninety  or  a hundred 
cultivated  acres,  the  proceeds  exceed  not  in  the 
whole  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  The 
mill,  which  the  feminary  pofTeffes  in  the  Illand 
of  Montreal,  is  let  for  fomewhat  more. 

Befides  the  ledhires  on  theology,  which  are  de- 
livered in  the  feminary,  Latin  is  alfo  taught,  and 
the  fcholars  are  even  inftrudted  in  reading.  This 
bufinefs  is  confided  to  young  clergymen,  who  pur- 
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fue  their  ftudies  to  obtain  the  order  of  prieft- 
hood,  and  are  excufed  from  certain  exercifes, 
without  which  they  would  not  be  qualified  to 
'take  orders,  on  account  of  their  being  engaged  in 
the  inftrudtion  of  youth.  This  feminary  forms 
the  only  refource  for  Canadian  families,  who  with 
to  give  their  children  any  degree  of  education, 
and  who  may  certainly  obtain  it  there  for  ready 
money. 

Upon  the  whole  the  work  of  education  in 
Lower  Canada  is  greatly  negledted.  At  Sorrel, 
and  Trots  Rivieres,  are  a few  fchools,  kept  by 
nuns,  and  in  other  places  men  or  women  in- 
ftrudt  children.  But  the  number  of  fchools  is, 
upon  the  whole,  fo  very  fmall,  and  the  mode  of 
inftruftion  fo  defective,  that  a Canadian  who  can 
read  is  a fort  of  phenomenon.  From  the  major 
part  of  thefe  fchools  being  governed  by  -nuns 
and  other  women,  the  number  of  the  latter, 
who  can  read,  is,  contrary  to  the  cuftom  of  other 
countries,  much  greater  in  Canada  than  that  of 
men. 

The  Englifh  government  is  charged  with  de- 
fignedly  keeping  the  people  of  Canada  in  igno- 
rance ; but  were  it  fincerely  defirous  of  producing 
an  advantageous  change  in  this  refpedt,  it  would 
have  as  great  obftacles  to  furmount  on  this  head 
as  in  regard  to  agricultural  improvements.'* 
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The  feudal  rights  continue  in  the  fame  force 
in  Canada  as  previoufly  to  the  conqueft.  The 
proprietors,  or  lords  of  the  manor,  hare  alien- 
ated or  alienate  the  lands  on  condition  of  an  an- 
nual recognition  being  paid  by  the  tenants,  which 
amounts  to  a bufhel  or  a bufhel  and  half  of  grain. 

At  every  change,  in  refped:  to  the  occupiers  of 
land,  except  in  a cafe  of  a fucceffion  in  direct 
lineage,  the  lord  of  the  manor  levies  a fee  of 
two  per  -cent ; and,  in  cafe  of  fale,  he  not  only 
receives  a twelfth  of  the  purchafe-money,  but 
has  alfo  the  right  of  redeeming  the  eftate ; he 
moreover  enjoys  the  exclufive  right  of  building 
mills,  where  all  the  people,  who  inhabit  within 
the  precinfts  of  the  manor,  are  obliged  to  have 
their  corn  ground. 

The  mills  are  fo  few  in  number,  that  fre- 
quently they  are  thirty-fix  miles  diftant  from  the 
farms.  The  miller’s  dues  amount  to  a fourteenth, 
according  to  law  ; but  the  millers  are  as  clever  in 
Lower  Canada  as  elfewhere,  and  contrive  to  raife 
them  to  a tenth.  The  bolting  is  performed  by 
the  farmers  in  their  own  houfes.  The  mills  are 
numerous  in  the  vicinity  of  Quebec  and  Montreal, 
and  belong  to  the  fem inary. 

On  lordfhips  of  the  manor  being  fold,  a fifth 
of  the  purchafe-money  goes  to  the  crown  ; all 
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thefe  fees  and  charges,  it  will  be  eafily  conceived, 
greatly  impede  the  fale  of  eftates. 

The  adminiftration  of  juftice  is  exadtly  the 
fame  as  in  Upper  Canada.  In  this  refpedl  Lower 
Canada  is  divided  into  three  diftridls,  The  penal 
and  commercial  laws  are  the  fame  as  in  England  ; 
but  the  civil  law  confifts  of  the  cuftoms  of  Paris, 
modified  by  the  conftitutional  adt  of  Canada,  and 
by  fabfequent  adis  of  the  legiflative  power.  Nine- 
teen twentieths  of  all  property,  amenable  before 
the  courts  of  juftice,  belong  to  merchants.  Cri- 
minal offences  are  very  feldom  committed  in  Ca- 
nada. 

The  five  thoufand  pounds,  which  laft  year  were 
voted  for  the  expence  of  the  legillature,  &c.  are 
raifed  by  means  of  an  excife  on  liquors. 

The  climate  in  Lower  Canada  is  rather  dry, 
and  very  cold  in  winter  ; the  fky  is,  at  all  times, 
beautifully  clear  and  ferene.  In  the  months  of 
January  and  February  Reaumur’s  thermometer 
ftands  generally  at  twenty  degrees  below  the  freez- 
ing point.  In  1790  it  fell  quite  below  the  fcale, 
and  the  quickfilver  retreated  into  the  ball.  In 
fummer  fome  days  are  exceffively  hot,  and  the 
thermometer  ftands  at  twenty-four  degrees  ; this 
year  it  mounted  to  twenty-eight.  The  heat  in 
fummer,  it  has  been  obferved,  becomes  more  in» 
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tenfe  and  continues  longer,  and  in  winter  the 
cold  grows  more  moderate  than  formerly.  The 
climate  is  healthy  ; epidemical  difeafes  are  very 
rare  ; but,  on  account  of  the  fevere  cold,  can- 
cerous fores  in  the  face  and  hands  are  very  fre- 
quent. The  declination  of  the  magnetic  needle 
at  Quebec  is  twelve  degrees  to  the  weft. 

There  exifts  no  incorporated  municipality  either 
at  Montreal  or  Quebec.  The  police  of  thefe 
towns  is  managed  by  juftices  of  the  peace,  who 
fix  the  price  of  provifion,  and  direct  every  public 
meafure  relative  to  this  fubjedt.  They  alfo  meet 
once  a week  for  the  adminiftration  of  juftice, 
and  decide  on  petty  offences. 

As  to  charitable  inftitutions,  they  confift  in 
two  hofpitals,  one  at  Montreal,  the  other  at 
Quebec,  and  a lazaretto  at  the  latter  place.  They 
are  inconfiderable  and  badly  managed,  efpecially 
in  regard  to  the  abilities  of  the  phyiicians  who 
attend  the  fick. 

Throughout  ail  Canada  there  is  no  public  li- 
brary, except  in  Quebec,  and  this  is  fmall  and 
confifts  moftly  of  French  books.  From  the  poli- 
tical fentiments  of  the  truftecs  and  directors  of 
this  library,  it  is  a matter  of  aftonifhment,  to  find 
here  the  works  of  the  French  National  Affembly. 
It  is  fupported  by  voluntary  contribution. 

No  literary  fociety  exifts  in  Canada,  and  not 
Q o 4 three 
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^hree  men  are  known  in  the  whole  country  to 

J 

be  engaged  in  fcientific  purfuits  from  love  of 
the  fciences.  Excepting  the  Quebec  almanack, 
not  a fmgle  book  is  printed  in  Canada.  Meteo- 
rological obfervations  are  made  with  peculiar  care, 
but  only  for  his  own  amufement,  by  Dodtor 
Knott,  phyfician  to  the  army,  and  a man  of 
extenfive  knowledge. 

Provifion  is  much  cheaper  in  Lower  Canada 
than  in  the  United  States  ; the  price  of  beef  is 
three  or  four  fous  a pound,  mutton  fix,  veal  five, 
and  fait  pork  from  eight  to  twelve  fous . A tur- 
key colts  from  eighteen  pence  to  two  fhiliings,  a 
fowl  from  fix  to  eight  fous,  wheat  from  fix  to 
feven  fhiliings  a bufhel,  oats  three,  Indian  com 
from  five  to  feven,  fait  one  dollar  a bufhel,  bread 
two  fous  a pound,  and  butter  eight  fous  [money 
of  Canada,  reckoning  the  dollar  at  five  fhiliings.] 
Day-labourers  generally  earn  in  fummer  two  fhil- 
iings and  fix-pence  a day,  women  half  that  mo- 
ney ; in  winter  the  wages  of  the  former  are  one 
ih filing  and  three- pence  a day,  and  the  latter  are 
paid  in  the  fame  proportion  as  above.  A man- 
Servant  gets  about  five  dollars  a month.  The 
rent  ior  a good  convenient  houfe  amounts  in 
‘Quebec-  to  one- hundred  and  thirty  dollars,  and 
in  Montreal  to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The 
price  of  land  has  already  been  Hated.  - 
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The  markets,  both  at  Montreal  and  Quebec 
are  but  moderately  fupplied  in  comparifon  with 
the  abundance  in  the  markets  of  the  large  towns 
in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Guillemard  in  his  journal  affigns  to  the 
Canadians  the  fame  charadter,  which  I have  above 
delineated.  The  firft  clafs,  compofed  of  proprie- 
tors, and  people  attached  to  the  Britifh  govern- 
ment, deteft  the  French  Revolution  in  every  point 
of  view,  and  feem  in  this  refpedt  even  to  outdo 
the  Englilh  miniftry.  The  fecond  clafs  of  Ca- 
nadians, wrho  form  a fort  of  oppofition  againft 
the  proprietors  and  gentry,  applaud  the  principles 
of  the  French  Revolution,  but  abhor  the  crimes 
which  it  has  occafioned,  without  their  attach- 
ment to  France  being  in  the  leaft  impaired  by 
thefe  atrocities.  The  third,  or  laft,  clafs  love 
France  and  the  French  nation,  without  a thought 
; of  the  French  Revolution,  of  which  they  fcarcely 
know  any  thing  at  all. 

Lord  Dorchefter  bears  the  charadtcr  of  a wor- 
thy man,  poffeffed  of  all  the  vanity  of  a darling  6f 
fortune.  His  Lady,  w ho  is  much  younger  than 
her  hufband,  and  determined  not  to  facrifice  any 
of  the  enjoyments  which  pride  can  afford,  takes 
peculiar  care  to  keep  alive  the  vanity  of  her 
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The  fettlements  form,  as  already  mentioned* 
a large  firipe  of  about  feven  or  eight  miles  in 
breadth  on  both  banks  of  the  river.  The  whole 
unfettled  country  appertains  to  the  Crown,  which 
is  ever  ready  to  make  any  grants  that  may  be 
demanded  ; but  the  formalities,  and  reservations 
connedled  with  them,  deter  many  people  from 
making  applications  for  land.  All  the  new  fet- 
tlers  come  from  New  England. 

On  both  fides  of  the  road  which  leads  from 
St.  John’s  to  Quebec,  near  Lake  St.  Peter,  and 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  towns  of  Montreal  and 
Quebec,  are  fome  Indian  villages.  One  of  them 
is  JLoretto,  five  miles  from  the  latter  place.  The 
Indians  of  Loretto  have  attained,  it  is  afferted,  the 
laft  ftage  of  civilization,  at  leaf!  in  point  of  the 
corruptncfs  of  morals  and  manners.  No  other  In- 
dian village  can,  in  this  refpedt,  rival  LorettoN 
Thefe  Indians,  who  on  working- days  drefs  like 
the  Canadians,  wear  on  feafts  and  fundays  their 
ufual  drefs.  They  cultivate  their  fields  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  whites,  live  like  them,  and 
fpeak  the  fame  language  ; they  are  of  the  Komar* 

* Loretto,  a fmali  village  of  Cliriflian  Indians  of  the 
Huron  Tribe,  north-weft  of  Quebec,  has  its  name  from  a 
chapel  built  after  the  model  of  the  Santa  Cafa  at  Loretto 
in  Italy,  whence  an  image  of  the  Holy  Virgin  has  been 
lent  to  the  converts  here,  refembling  that  in  the  famous 
I taTi  an  fa  actuary  . ranjl. 
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Catholic  perluafion^  and  a curate  refides  in  the 
Tillage. 

The  fettlements,  which  carry  a more  Indian 
appearance  than  this  village,  are  farther  diftant, 
and  not  numerous.  On  defcending  the  River  St. 
Lawrence,  you  meet  with  a more  flaty  foil,  and  in 
the  vicinity  of  Thoufand  Iflands  with  a range  of 
rocks  of  granite.  Thefe  ifles  apparently  confift  of 
granite  of  a rcddifh  colour,  well  cryftallized,  and 
the  chief  component  part  of  which  is  feldlfpar. 
In  Kadanoghqui,  between  Kingfton  and  Thou- 
fand Iflands,  a fpecies  of  fteatite  is  found,  confh 
derable  veins  of  which  are  faid  to  be  difcovered 
in  the  neighbourhood.  The  reddifh  granite  of 
Thoufand  Iflands  is  interfperfed  with  more  perfedt 
granite  of  a larger  grain,  which  is  very  common 
in  countries  confifting  of  this  fort  of  ftone,  fuch 
as  the  Alps,  the  Scotch  Highlands,  and  others  of 
lefs  moment,  but  of  the  fame  defcription. 

The  rapidity,  with  which  Mr.  Guillernard  de- 
fended the  River  St.  Lawrence,  prevented  him 
from  examining  the  fpecies  of  ftone  of  which  its 
banks  are  formed.  But  at  Montreal  he  had  fuf- 
ficient  leifure  to  enquire  into  the  mineralogy  of 
the  country.  It  conftfts,  north  of  the  River  St. 
Lawrence,  chiefly  of  lime-ftone  ; in  the  fouth, 
where  the  little  populous  village  La  Prairie  is 

fttuated* 
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fltuated,  you  find,  befides  a fort  of  chert,  nothing 
very  remarkable  on  this  head. 

The  Ifland  St.  Helena,  a little  below  Mont- 
real, confifts  of  this  ftone.  On  the  banks  oc  the 
river  large  maffes  of  granite,  quartz,  an  v 
ding-ftone,  are  found,  which  feem  disjoined  from 
the  beds  to  which  they  formerly  belonged,  and 
which  cannot  now  be  difcovered.  The  foil  on 
the  mountains  is  rich  and  fertile,  and  full  of 
quarries  of  lime-ftone.  Mines  of  pit-coal  are  faid 
to  have  been  difcovered  in  thefe  mountains. 

The  houfes  in  Montreal  are  ' moftly  built  of 
lime-ftone  of  a dark  colour  and  very  compact 
ftrudture.  It  whitens  in  the  fire,  and  affumes  a 
greyifh  colour,  when  expofed  to  the  air  ^nd  fun. 

The  river  Sorrel,  after  having  left  the  bafon  by 
Chamblee,  flows  along  the  foot  of  a broad  and 
high  range  of  mountains,  called  Beloeib  Be- 
tween this  river  and  the  river  St.  Lawrence  ex- 
pands a vaft  plain,  on  which  neither  a rock  nor 
ftone  is  to  be  found.  On  digging  up  the  ground 
you  find  to  a conliderable  depth  ftrata  of  different 
forts  of  earth,  fand,  clay,  vegetable  earth,  and  in 
many  places  another  kind  of  black  vegetative 
earth,  which  bears  a clofe  refemblance  to  peat. 

The  ftimmit  of  the  mountain  Beloeil  confifL 
of  granite  of  a dark  grey  colour  and  a ftrong 

grain, 
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grain.  It  contains  little  mica,  but  much  fchoerh 
The  declivity  on  both  fides  of  the  fummit  con- 
fifts  of  Hate  of  a very  compad  texture ; feme 
pieces  refemble  bafalt  in  lhape  and  grain. 

On  defcending  the  Sorrel,  you  fee  not  a fmgle 
rock,  and  the  banks  of  this  river,  which  the 
Englifh  at  prefent  call  William  Henry,  confift 
of  a fine  micaceous  loam. 

If  you  crofs  St.  Peter’s  lake  on  your  way  to 
the  Trois  Rivieres,  the  ground  rifes  in  a {hiking 
manner  in  the  form  of  terraces  ; but  no  rocks 
meet  your  view.  The  fandy  banks  of  the  Trois 
Rivieres  befpeak  a poor  foil,  exhaufted  by  culti- 
vation, and  deprived  of  the  vegetable  earth.  Marl 
of  a blueiih  colour  has  fortunately  been  difcovered 
under  the  fand,  which  has  much  contributed  to 
reftore  the  fertility  of  the  ground.  This  marl  is 
of  a fine  grain,  very  compact  and  light ; it  lies 
above  the  level  of  the  ftream  below  the  town  of 
Trois  Rivieres. 

A few  miles  thence,  farther  on  in  the  country, 
are  the  only  iron  works  in  Canada ; the  ore  is 
found  in  feveral  places  in  the  neighbourhood.  It 
is  bog-ore,  and  faid  to  yield  very  good  iron. 

Lime-ftone  is  found  as  far  as  Quebec ; its  far- 
ther extent  is  not  known.  It  is  of  various  forms 
and  qualities ; in  fome  places  very  hard  and  corn- 
pad  ; in  others  in  the  Rate  of  calcareous  fpar. 

The 
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The  colour  paffes,  by  imperfedl  ihades,  from  a 
reddifti  light  brown  to  a dark  blue,  approaching 
to  black. 

South  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  near  the  ba- 
loti-falls,  lime-ftone  is  ftill  found  ; but  the  ground 
confifts  chiefly  of  ftrata  of  a black,  clayey  Hate,  of 
a fine  grain,  interfperfed  with  beds  of  lime-ftone. 
The  conglomerations,  which  form  the  banks  of 
the  river,  are  of  the  fame  nature  as  the  adjoin- 
ing ftrata,  intermixed  with  different  forts  o^ 
fchoerl  and  granite,  which  mu  ft  have  been  wafti- 
ed  to  this  fpot  from  more  elevated  parts  of  the 
country. 

The  rock,  on  which  ftands  the  citadel  of  Que- 
bec, is  called  the  Diamond-rock,  on  account  of 
feveral  of  its  fiffures  and  cavities  containing  fpars, 
which  by  ignorant  people  are  efteemed  precious 
ftones.  This  rock  confifts  chiefly  of  ftrata  of  lirne- 
ftone,  which  is  in  general  very  compadl,  and  of 
a dark  grey  colour. 

Over  the  plain  lying  farther  up  the  country, 
called  Abram’s-plain,  lime-ftone  and  large  mafic s 
of  granite  are  fcattered,  which  are  peculiarly  re'* 
markable  on  account  of  the  great  quantity  of 
fchoerl  they  contain.  Near  the  river  you  find  va- 
rious forts  of  pebbles,  free-ftone,  granite,  quartz, 
with  fome  flate  and  lime-ftone. 

In  Wolfslove  the  ftrata  of  ftone  confift  of  a 

black, 
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black  flate,  forming  an  obtufe  angle  with  the 
horizon.  In  the  vicinity  of  Quebec  moft  of  thefe 
layers  have  a more  perpendicular  direction  to- 
wards the  furface  of  the  earth;  than  in  more 
weftern  countries.  The  high  mountains  north- 
eaft  of  Quebec  are  faid  to  confill  of  granite. 
Mr.  Guillemard  has  not  feen  them  ; near  the  falls 
of  Montmorency  and  fomewhat  farther  up,  the 
ftrata  confift  of  lime-ftone,  and  their  direction 
tuns  nearly  parallel  with  the  horizon. 

■Accounts  of  the  Fur-trade , extracted  from  the  jour- 
nal of  Count  Andrian i,  of  Milan , who  tra- 
velled in  the  interior  parts  of  America  in  the  year 

1791. 

The  moft  important  places  for  the  fur-trade  are 
the  following,  viz. 

Niagara,  Lake  Ontario,  Detroit,  Lake  Erie,  Ml- 
chillimakkinak,  Lake  Huron,  yielding  1200 
bundles  mixed  peltry. 


Michipicoton 

40.  bundles  fine  peltry. 

Pic  - 

SO 

ditto. 

Alampicon 

24 

ditto. 

Near  the  great  carry- 

ing-place or  portage 

1400 

ditto. 

Bottom  of  the  lake 

20 

ditto. 

Point 
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Point  of  thedake  « 20  bundles  fine  peltry* 

•Bay  of  Guivaranun  - j 5 ditto. 

The  fkins  of  beavers*  otters*  martens*  and  wild 
cats*  are  called  fine  peltry. 

Mixed  peltry  are  furs*  confuting  of  a mixture 
of  the  finer  forts  with  a larger  number  of  fkins  of 
wolves*  foxes*  buffaloes*  deers*  bears. 

The  fineft  peltry  is  collected  north-weft  of  the 
lakes  in  the  Britifh  dominions  ; the  furs  grow 
coarfer  in  proportion  as  you  approach  nearer  to 
the  lakes. 

This  fur- trade  is  carried  on  by  a company* 
known  by  the  name  of  the  North-weft  Company * 
and  two  or  three  other  fmall  companies. 

The  north-weft  company,  which  is  generally 
efteemed  a privileged  company*  has  no‘ charter  ; 
for  the  preponderance,  which  it'  enjoys  in  this 
trade*  it  is  merely  indebted  to  the  large  capital* 
which  it  employs  in  the  trade,  to  the  unanimity 
of  the  members*  to  their  unwearied  exertion*  and 
to  the  monopoly*  which  the  company  has  appro- 
priated to  itfelf  in  confequence  of  the  above  cir- 
cumftances. 

Its  formation  took  place  in  the  year  1782* 
and  originated  from  the  commercial  operations  of 
fome  eminent  merchants*  who  ufed  to  carry  on 
the  trade  in  the  country*  fituated  beyond  Lake 

Winnipey, 
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Winnipey,  and  efpecially  of  Meflrs.  Forbxsher 
and  Mactarish,  who  refide  at  Montreal.  The 
fignal  fuccefs,  which  this  company  met  with* 
foon  excited  the  jealoufy  of  other  merchants,  and 
ere  long  three  different  companies  made  their 
appearance  at  the  great  carrying-place,  and  ri- 
valled each  other  in  the  purchafe  of  furs  with  a 
degree  of  emulation,  which  could  not  but  prove 
highly  detrimental  to  themfelves  and  advan- 
tageous to  the  Indians.  The  north-weft  com- 
pany, being  more  opulent  than  the  reft,  made 
ufe  of  its  wealth  to  ruin  its  competitors  ; no  ftone 
was  left  unturned ; the  agents  of  the  company’s 
rivals  were  bribed  and.  feduced ; and  the  animo- 
ftty  between  the  different  traders  rofe  to  fuch  a 
height,  that  they  frequently  proceeded  to  blows. 
This  petty  warfare,  which  coft  feveral  lives  and 
large  fums  of  money,  at  length  opened  the  eyes 
of  the  rival  companies.  They  became  fenfible  of 
the  neceflity  of  uniting  in  one  body,  and, the 
north- weft  company,  effentially  interefted  in  pre- 
venting any  further  moleftation  of  this  trade, 
made  feveral  facrifices,  to  attain  this  end.  They 
formed  a connexion  with  different  members  of 
the  other  companies,  admitted  other  merchants  to 
a fhare  in  their  trade,  and  thus  fecured  their 
extend ve  commerce  with  the  country  fituated 
Vox..  L P p north- 
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north-weft  of  the  lakes,  the  only  fpot  where  fine 
peltry  can  be  had  in  abundance. 

Several  thoufands  of  Indians  formerly  conveyed 
their  furs  to  the  great  carrying-place.  But  at 
prefent  the  company  fend  their  agents  a thoufand 
miles  into  the  interior  parts  of  the  Indian  poffefi- 
fions.  It  frequently  happens,  that  thefe  agents 
continue  there  two  years,  before  they  return 
with  the  peltry,  they  have  purchafed,  to  the  great 
carrying-place. 

The  company  employ  about  two  thoufand 
men  in  carrying  on  this  traffic  in  the  interior  of 
the  Indian  country,  which  is,  however,  fo  ex- 
tremely barren,  that  whatever  articles  thefe  agents 
'ftand  in  need  of  either  for  their  cloathing  or  fub- 
fiftence,  muft  be  fent  thither  from  Montreal  with 
coniiderable  difficulties  and  trouble,  and,  of  con 
fequence,  at  an  exceffive  price. 

Near  the  great  carrying-place,  where  all  thefe 
agents  meet,  and  wffiich  is  the  central  point  of 
this  trade,  ftands  a fort,  which  is  kept  in  good  re- 
pair, and  garrifoned  with  fifty  men. 

The  poll  of  Michillimakkinak  is  the  rallying- 
point  of  the  different  Canadian  merchants,  who 
do  not  belong  to  the  north-weft  company.  Their 
agents  traffic  only  wdth  fuch  parts,  as  are  feated 
weft  and  fouth-weft'of  the  lakes,  and  where  the 

furs 
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Furs  are  of  an  inferior  quality.  They  carry  on 
this  trade  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  north-weft 
company,  but  as  thefe  fmall  companies  are  lefs 
opulent  than  the  former*  their  agents  - penetrate 
not  fo  far  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  as 
thofe  of  the  north-weft  company. 

The  agents  fet  out  from  Montreal  in  the  month 
of  June,  and  are  fix  weeks  going  to  the  fort  near 
the  great  carrying-place.  They  embark  at  Mont- 
real in  boats,  forming  parties  of  eight  or  ten  per- 
fons,  proceed  on  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from 
China  to  the  Lake  of  the  Two  Mountains ; de- 
feend  the  river  Utacoha ; crofs  Lake  Nipiffing  ; 
pafs  by  the  French  River  into  Lake  Huron; 
proceed  to  Fort  Michillimakkinak ; and  thence 
to  the  great  carrying-place. 

This  way  is  Ihorter  by  a hundred  miles  than 
that  by  the  lakes,  but  you  meet  with  thirty-fix 
carrying  places,  feveral  of  which  lie  acrofs  rocks, 
over  which  the  boats  as  well  as  the  cargoes  muft 
be  carried  on  the  backs  of  the  paflengers,  and  that 
with  great  precaution,  on  account  of  the  narrow- 
nefs  of  the  roads.  The  boats  are  but  of  four 
tons  burthen ; they  are  navigated  by  nine  men, 
coft  twenty-eight  Louis  d’or  each,  and  ferve  but 
for  one  voyage. 

The  fhips,  employed  in  the  paflage  acrofs  the 
lakes,  are  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  one 
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hundred  and  thirty  tons  burthen.  Flat-bottomed 
vefiels  of  fifteen  tons  are  alfo  made  ufe  of  for  this 
purpofe,  which  are  eafily  managed  by  four  or  five 
men,  and  are  very  durable. 

Notwithftanding  the  advantages,  offered  by 
this  paffage,  the  former  route  is  preferred  for  the 
fur- trade,  becaufe,  although  it  is  attended  with 
much  trouble,  yet  it  admits  of  the  day  of  the  de- 
parture as  well  as  of  the  arrival  being  fixed  with 
certainty  and  exadtnefs,  which  point,  on  account 
of  the  wind,  cannot  be  attained  on  paffing  over 
the  lakes,  and  yet  is  of  the  utmofl  importance 
for  the  Canada  merchants,  as  they  muft  neither 
mifs  the  period  of  receiving  the  furs  from  the  in- 
terior of  the  Indian  territory,  nor  that  of  expe- 
diting them  for  Europe ; the  navigation  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  not  being  open  for  a long 
time. 

About  the  end  of  June  the  agents  of  the  com- 
pany, fent  into  the  interior  to  trade  with  the  In- 
dians, caufe  the  articles  purchafed  to  be  tranf- 
ported  to  their  place  of  rendezvous. 

At  this  time  upwards  of  one  thoufand  men  are " 
frequently  affembled  in  Michillimakkinak,  who 
either  arrive  from  Canada  to  receive  the  peltry, 
or  are  agents  of  the  company  and  Indians,  who 
affift  the  former  in  conveying  thither  the  furs, 
they  have  bought. 


As 
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As  the  trade  of  the  north-weft  company  is  far 
more  important*  than  that  of  the  other  traders,  - 
the  number  of  people*  affembled  in  the  fort  near 
the  great  carrying-place  is  of  confequence  far 
more  conftderable  at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of 
the  fkins ; in  this  place  there  is  frequently  a con- 
courfe  of  one  thoufand  people  and  upwards. 

The  method*  obferved  by  the  agents  in  their 
traffic  with  the  Indians*  is  this*  that  they  begin 
with  intoxicating  them  with  rum*  to  over-reach 
them  with  more  facility  in  the  intended  bufmefs. 
The  agents  carry  on  this  traffic  in  thofe  villages 
only*  where  there  are  no  other  merchants. 

It  is  a circumftance*  worthy  of  notice*  that 
an  ancient  French  law*  enabled  at  the  time*  when 
Canada  belonged  to  France,  prohibits  any  rum  to 
be  fold  to  the  Indians  by  the  agents  on  pain  of 
the  galleys.  Hence  originates  the  cuftom*  ftill 
obferved  at  this  day,  of  giving  it  away ; yet  this 
is  not  done  without  exception*  for  many  agents 
fell  their  rum. 

The  one  thoufand  four  hundred  bundles  of 
fine  peltry,  from  the  great  carrying-place*  which 
according  to  the  price*  paid  to  the  petty  traders 
in  Montreal*  who  collect  them  in  fmall  numbers* 
are  valued  at  forty  pounds  fieri ing  each,  and  wdiich 
by  the  company  are  fent  to  London,  fetch  there  ~ 
eighty-eight  thoufand  pounds  fterlmg.  They  form 
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about  a moiety  of  all  the  fine  peltry,  yearly  ex- 
ported from  Canada,  without  taking  into  the  ac^ 
count  the  furs  fent  from  Labrador,  from  the  bay 
of  Chaleurs  and  Gafpe  or  Gachepe. 

For  thefe  one  thoufand  four  hundred  bundles 
the  north-weft  company  pay  about  fixteeen  thou- 
fand  pounds  fterling,  and  for  the  proceeds  thereof 
fuch  articles  are  purchafed  in  England,  as  the  In- 
dians are  fond  of  receiving  in  exchange  for  their 
peltry,  and  the  chief  ftore-houfe  of  which  is  at 
Montreal.  As  the  accounts  relative  to  this  trade 
are  generally  kept  in  Canada  in  French  money, 
the  above  fixteen  thoufand  pounds  fterling  muft 
be  computed  in  the  fame  manner,  as  this  actu- 
ally has  been  done  by  Count  Andriani  in  his 
journal. 

1.  Commodities  purchafed  in  Eng- 

land % - - - - lib.  354,000 

2.  Pay  for  forty  guides,  interpreters, 

and  conductors  of  the  expedition*  88,000 

3o  Pay  for  one  thoufand  one  hundred 
men,  who  are  employed  in  the 

Carried  forwards,  liv.  442, QOQ 

* Every  boat’s  company,  confining  of  eight  or  ten  per- 
fons,  has  a guide ; there  is  alfo  a chief  guide  in  every  har- 
bour, where  they  winter.  They  are  all  inhabitants  of  Ca- 
nada, and  receive  each  two  thoufand  five  hundred  livres.— 
Author. 
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Brought  forwards,  Uv.  442,000 
traffic  in  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try, and  who  pafs  the  winter  there, 
without  returning  to  Montreal ; 
one  thoufand  eight  hundred  li- 
vres  for  each  - 1,980,000 

4.  Pay  for  one  thoufand  four  hundred 
men,  employed  in  dcfcending 
the  river  with  the  boats  from  the 
great  portage  to  Montreal,  and 
afcending  it  from  this  place 
thither,  and  tranfporting  the 
merchandize  - - 350,000 

5 * Price  of  the  provifion,  confumed  on 
the  paffage  from  Montreal  to  the 
great  carrying-place,  and  at  the 
latter  place,  upon  an  average  per 
year  - 4,000 

Total  amount  of  all  the  expence,  in- 
curred by  the  company  for  one 
thoufand  four  hundred  bundles 
fine  peltry  *■  - Uv.  2,776,000 

On  comparing  the  eighty-eight  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  which  the  fale  of  thefe  furs  pro* 
duces  in  London,  with  thefe  two  millions  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-fix  thoufand  livres,  it  Ihould 
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feem,  that  the  company  fuftains  a lofs  of  fix  hun- 
dred thoufand  iivres  Tournois.  But  this  lofs  is 
merely  apparent,  as  will  be  obvious  from  the  fol- 
lowing  ftatement. 

The  pay  of  the  men,  employed  in  the  trade,  as 
mentioned  in  the  above  account,  is  merely  no- 
minal ; for  excepting  the  forty  guides  and  one 
thoufand  four  hundred  men,  who  are  employed 
In  afcending  and  defcending  the  river  with  the 
boats,  who  receive  half  their  wages  in  cafh,  all 
the  reft  are  paid  entirely  in  merchandize,  which 
at  the  great  carrying  place  yields  a profit  of  fifty 
per  cent. 

The  merchandize,  imported  on  behalf  of  this 
trade  to  the  above  amount  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty-four  thoufand  Iivres,  confifts  of  woollen 
blankets,  coarfe  cloths,  thread  and  wTorfted  rib- 
bands of  different  colours,  vermilion,  porcelain 
bracelets,  filver  trinkets,  firelocks,  fliot,  gunpow- 
der and  efpecially  rum.  In  fort  Detroit  thefe 
articles  are  fold  for  three  times  their  ufual  value 
in  Montreal,  in  Fort  Michillimakkinak  four  times 
dearer,  at  the  great  carrying-place  eight  times, 
at  Lake  Winnipeg  fixteen  times ; nay  the  agents 
fix  the  price  ftill  higher  at  their  will  and  pleafurc. 

As  the  men,  employed  in  this  trade,  are  paid 
in  merchandize,  which  the  company  fells  with  an 
enormous  profit,  it  is  obvious  at  how  cheap  a 

rate 
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rate  thefe  people  are  paid.  They  purchafe  of 
the  company  every  article,  they  want ; it  keeps 
with  them  an  open  account,  and  as  they  all  winter 
in  the  interior  of  the  country  and  beyond  lake 
Winnipeg,  they  pay,  of  confequence,  exceffively 
dear  for  the  blankets,  and  the  clothes,  which  they 
bring  with  them  for  their  wives.  Thefe  menial 
fervants  of  the  company  are  in  general  extrava- 
gant, given  to  drinking  and  excefs  ; and  thefe 
are  exactly  the  people  whom  the  company  w^ants. 
The  fpeculation  on  the  exceffes  of  thefe  people  is 
carried  fo  far,  that  if  one  of  them  happen  to  lead 
a regular,  fober  life,  he  is  burthened  with  the 
moft  laborious  work,  until  by  continual  ill-treat- 
ment he  is  driven  to  drunkennefs  and  debauchery, 
which  vices  caufe  the  rum,  blankets  and  trinkets 
to  be  fold  to  greater  advantage.  In  1791,  nine 
hundred  of  thefe  menial  fervants  owed  the  com- 
pany more  than  the  amount  of  ten  or  fifteen  years 

Pa7* 

This  is  in  a few  words  the  fyftem  of  the  com- 
pany, at  the  head  of  which  are  Meffrs.  Forbifher 
and  Maftarilh,  who  pofiefs  twenty-four  fhares  of 
the  forty-fix,  of  which  the  company  confifts. 
The  reft,  divided  into  fmaller  portions,  are  dis- 
tributed among  other  merchants  in  Montreal, 
who  either  tranfaft  bufinefs  with  the  company, 


or 
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or  otherwife  do  not  concern  themfelves  in  their 
affairs. 

The  north-weft  company  is  to  fubfift  fix  years  : 
at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the  dividends  are 
to  be  paid  to  the  fhare -holders ; until  that  time 
they  remain  with  the  capital. 

Total  amount  of  the  Fur-trade, 

The  whole  amount  of  the  peltry,,  which 
the  north- weft  company  receives 
from  the  great  carrying-place  and  ex- 
ports from  Canada,  is  eftimated  at  JT,  88,000 
From  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs,  Gafpe,  and 

Labrador  - - 60,000 

From  different  places  in  the  interior, 
with  which  the  trade  is  carried  on 
by  a certain  number  of  merchants, 
who  have  affociated  in  Michillimak- 
kinak  - - * 60,000 


Total,  JT.  208,000 

That  branch  of  this  extenfive  trade,  which  is 
carried  on  by  fmall  companies  in  fuch  parts,  as 
are  fituated  below  the  lakes,  is  likely  foon  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  merchants  in  the  United  States, 
as  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mifliffippi,  ftipulated 
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in  the  treaty  with  Spain,  opens  a more  expedi- 
tious, a fafer  and  lefs  expenfive  outlet  for  thefe 
commodities,  and  a more  eafy  importation  by 
New  Orleans  to  all  the  marts  of  the  United  States, 


Amount  of  the  Merchandize,  exported  from  the 
Province  of  Canada  in  the  Year  1786. 


Rye,  103,824  bufhels,  valued  at  JT. 

20,764 

0 

0 

Flour,  10,476  bufhels 

12,571 

0 

0 

Bifcuit,  9,317  hundred-weight  - 

6,056 

0 

0 

Flax-feed,  10,171  bufhels 

2,034 

4 

0 

Oats,  4,015  bufhels 

516 

0 

0 

Peafe,  304  bufhels 

62 

16 

0 

Timber  - 

706 

0 

0 

Mafts,  flaves,  planks,  fhingles  - 

3,262 

0 

0 

Po  tallies  - 

1,724 

0 

0 

Maiden  hair  (adianthum  capillus 

veneris,  Linn.)  - - 

186 

0 

0 

Horfes,  fixty-feven 

O 

O 

0 

0 

Call:  iron  - 

1,200 

0 

0 

Spruce-effence  for  beer 

211 

0 

0 

Shook  calks  ...  » 

516 

0 

0 

Banala,  IQ  84  hundred- weight 

1,289 

8 

0 

Salmon  - 

759 

0 

0 

Potatoes  - 

55 

6 

0 

Smoaked  falmon 

68 

15 

0 

Carried  forward. 


£.  52,051  QO 
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Brought  forward, 

£■  52,651 

9 

0 

Onions 

- 300 

0 

0 

Pork  - 

3?6 

0 

0 

Beef  ■ ‘ - 

210 

0 

0 

Train  oil 

3,700 

0 

0 

Saltfifli  and  peltry  from  Labrador, 
from  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs  and 
Gafpe,  according  to  the  lift 
tranfmitted  by  Governor  Coxe  60,000  0 0 

Amount  of  the  peltry  which  comes 
from  the  great  lakes,  from  the 
factories  of  the  north- weft  com- 
pany, and  other  places,  accord- 
ing to  the  under -mentioned 
detail  - - - 225, §77  0 0 


Sum  total,  f,  343,214  9 0 

being  the  amount  entered  in  the  cuftom-houfe 
books  of  Canada. 

A detailed  Account  of  the  different  forts  of  Peltry 
exported  from  Canada  in  the  Year  1780. 

0,213  foxes  fkins 

■ 

116,023  beavers 
23,684  otters 
5,959  minks 
3,958  weafels  - 
17,713  bears 
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1,059  young  bears 
120,079  deer  fkins  in  the  hair 
2 02; 7 IQ  caftors 
10,854  racoon 
2,277  wild  cat-fkins,  loofe 
3;  702  ditto  in  bundles 
7,555  elk 
12,923  wolves 
500  whelps 
04  tygers 
15,007  feal-fkins 
480  fquirrel 

Although  a variety  of  circumftances,  incident 
to  the  chace,  occafioned  by  the  weather,  or  ori- 
ginating  in  the  fentiments  of  the  Indians,  can- 
not but  produce  variations  in  regard  to  the  quan- 
tities of  peltry  yearly  received,  yet  the  refults  of 
the  years  1787,  1788,  178Q,  17Q0  and  1791, 
nearly  correfpond  with  thofe  of  1780 ; a circum- 
ftance,  which  as  it  happens  in  regard  to  a trade, 
that  extends  from  Labrador  to  a diftance  of  three 
or  four  hundred  miles  from  Lake  Superior,  is 
very  remarkable. 
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Account  of  the  Merchandize , imported  into  Canada 


in  the  faid  Year  1/86,  extracted  from  the  Cuf 

tom-houfe  Booh . 

Rum 

-£•  ^3,032 

Brandy 

225 

Molafles 

21,380 

Coffee 

2,065 

Sugar 

5,269 

Spanifh  wine 

31,288 

Tobacco 

1,316 

Salt 

2,912 

Chocolate  - ‘ 

129 

Sum  total 

, JT.  127,616 

An  exad:  account  of  the  value  of  piece-goods 
has  not  yet  been  made  out  in  a regular  manner  ; 
but  in  purfuance  of  an  order  of  Lord  Dorchefter, 
the  fum  total  of  the  value  of  all  imports  was  by 
the  merchants,  upon  a four  years  average,  deter- 
mined in  the  following  manner,  viz. 

Amount  of  the  above  fum 

£.  127,616  0 0 

Merchandize  for  Quebec 

99,700  0 0 

Ditto  for  Montreal 

97,800  0 0 

Amount  total  of  Imports 

£.  325,116  0 0 

Exports 

343,214  9 0 

Balance  in  favour  of  Canada 

£.  18,098  9 0 
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To  the  above  imports  is  to  be  added  the  value 
of  fix  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  nine  barrels 
of  fait  pork,  and  of  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  fifty-four  firkins  of  butter,  of  about  fifty 
or  fixty  pounds  each,  for  the  ufe  of  the  military. 

The  imports  in  the  following  years  1787, 

1 788,  1789,  17Q0  and  1791,  were  nearly  of  the 
fame  value,  with  a difference  of  about  five  or  fix 
thoufand  pounds  flerling  more  or  lefs. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  fhort  account  of  the  trade 
of  Canada  I fhall  here  repeat  once  more,  that  it 
is  a faithful  extract  of  the  journal  of  Count  An- 
driani,  of  which  a friend  of  his,  to  whom  he  had 
communicated  it,  permitted  me  to  make  ufe. 
The  abilities  and  character  of  Count  Andriani,  as 
well  as  the  facility,  with  which  he  was  able  to 
make  his  refearches  purfuant  to  the  direction  of 
the  Britifh  government,  infpire . great  confidence 
in  the  exadtnefs  of  the  information,  which  he 
has  collefted.  I have  not  been  able  myfelf  to 
fubftantiate  the  veracity  of  his  accounts  ; and  be- 
fides  it  is  eafily  underftood,  that  fince  the  time, 
when  he  wrote,  fome  alterations  may  have  taken 
place,  in  point  both  of  the  quality  and  the  value 
of  the  exports  and  imports. 


END  OF  VOL.  I. 
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INDEX 

TO  THE  FIRST  VOLUME. 


A. 

AGRICULTURE,  Hate  of,  about  Norriftown,  26;  at  Mr, 
Nicholfon ’s  farm,  60,  6l  ; at  Lancafter,  77  ; in  North- 
umberland, 130;  between  Lake  Senegal  and  Friendfmill,  217; 
in  the  diftrid:  of  Kingfton,  449;  in  Upper  Canada,  556 ; in 
Lower  Canada,  55 6. 

Agues  common  in  Geneflee,  465;  attempts  to  the  cure  by  a 
charm,  466. 

Americans,  their  condudfc  to  the  Indians,  83  ; in  cafes  of  mur- 
der, 269. 

Anecdotes,  of  a German  player,  116;  at  an  inn  in  Canandaqua, 
270 ; of  theTufcatora  Indians,  474;  of  Governor  Simcoe,  476. 
Angelico,  farm  of,  the  property  of  Mr.  Nicholfon,  late  of  Go- 
vernor Mifflin,  56;  how  cultivated,  57;  its  produce,  ib.;  a 
faw-mill,  62. 

Animals,  wild,  lefs  fierce  than  in  other  parts  of  the  globe,  259. 
Afylum,  fituation  of,  157  ; a French  fettlement,  ib. ; hillory  of, 
158;  the  foie  property  of  Mr.  Nicholfon,  160;  improving 
Rate  of,  160  to  163,  inclulive;  names  and  numbers  of  the  fa- 
milies fettled  here,  164  to  168,  inclulive;  impediments  to  its 
profperity,  168  ; obfervations  on  its  improvements,  17 19  1 72® 
Attachment,  on  the  force  of  female,  302,  303,  304. 

B. 

Ball,  manner  of  playing  at,  by  the  Tufcatora  Indians,  445. 
Banks,  the  caufe  of  the  rife  of  land,  124. 

Barley,  price  of,  at  Mr.  Robertfon’s  farm,  11. 

Bath,  account  of  the  town  of,  254  ; its  lituation,  ib. 

Baty,  leader  of  emigrated  German  families,  478. 

Barwick,  defcription  of  the  town  of,  146  ; its  inhabitants,  147  ; 
price  of  lands,  at,  ib. 
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Big  Plain,  fituation  of,  306.' 

Blacons,  M.  de,  travelling  companion  of  the  Author's,  177* 

Block-houfes,  how  conftrucied  in  America,  382. 

Bouchette,  Captain,  commander  of  the  naval  force  on  Lake  Oil* 
tario,  515  ; a Canadian  by  birth,  ib.  ; poflefles  the  confidence 
both  of  Lord  Dorchefter  and'  General  Siracoe,  ib. 

Boui,  1VL  de,  a native  of  Alface,  hiftory  of,  284  ; his  character* 
286  ; and  that  of  his  fervant,  287. 

Brant,  Colonel,  chieftain  of  the  Mohawks,  320;  an-  Indian  by 

. birth,  449  ; Englifh  agent  with  the  Indians,  450  ; poffelfss 
great  influence  over  the  Indians,  ib. 

Bricks  and  Tiles,  price  of,  in  Northumberland,  130. 

Brotherfanner,  chief  of  the  Seneca  Indians,  312;  a great  war- 
rior and  flatefman,  ib. 

Buffalo  Creek,  defeription  of,  312  ; a large  Indian  fettlement,  ib. 

Buffalo,  village  of,  312  ; its  inhabitants  Seneca  Indians,  ib.  ; its 
foil  and  produce,  313. 

Burlington  Bay,  defeription  of,  463* 

Butler,  Colonel,  Englifh  agent  for  the  Tufcatora  Indians,  447; 
a native  of  America,  ib,  ; how  rewarded  for  his  loyalty,  ib. 

C. 

Canada,  Upper,  when  divided  into  Upper  and  Lower,  405  ; its 
prefent  form  of  government,  ib. ; its  boundaries,  407  ; popu- 
lation, ib.  ; leading  articles  in  the  new  conftitution,  408  ; its 
taxes,  431  ; revenue,  432;  pay  of  the  members  of  the  aflem- 
bly,  ib.  ; civil  and  criminal  judicature,  433  ; divided  into  dif* 
triefts,  434;  its  militia,  and  fines  for  not  ferving  in,  435,  436.; 
its  numbers,  ib.  ; how  the  expences  of  adminiftration  are  de- 
frayed, ib.  ; the  Governor  prefident  of  an  executive  council, 
439;  its  contraband  trade,  441  ; all  negroes  free,  453  ; re- 
marks on  the  conftitution,  455;  its  religion,  472  ; a feventfl 
part  of  the  lands  allotted  for  the  clergy,  ib.  ; remarks  on  the 
feparation  of  Canada  from  Great  Britain,  480,  481,  482;  emi- 
gration from  the  United  States  to,  507 ; burthenfome  to  Eng- 
land, 512,  546;  account  of  its  navy,  513;  its  trade,  548  ; its 
exports  and  imports,  560  ; account  of  merchandize  exported 
from  Canada  in  1786,  5&6;  imported  into,  590. 

Canady 
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Canada,  Lower,  its  population,  407  ; its  religion,  561 ; nunne» 
ries,  562;  education  much  negleded,  564  ; juftice,  how  ad- 
minifterecl,  566  ; its  climate,  ib.;  provifions  very  cheap,  568 ® 

Canadians,  their  attachment  to  France,  512,  543;  account  of  a 
family  emigrating  to  the  Illinois  River,  522,  523  ; character  of 
the  Canadians,  538  ; how  generally  employed,  539  ; good  fea-« 
men,  ib.  ; guilty  of  but  few  crimes,  540;  ignorant,  541  ; well 
treated  by  the  Engliih  government,  542 ; indifferent  hufband- 
men,  550. 

Canal,  joining  the  Skuylkill  with  the  Delaware,  28. 

Canandaqua,  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Ontario,  263  ; its  fitu* 
ation,  ib. ; houfes,  ib.;  agues  very  prevalent,  264;  no  fprings* 
265. 

Cailandaqua  Lake,  238. 

, town  of,  289;  its  fituation,  296. 

Chero,  at  Philadelphia,  account  of  the  family  of,  3 ; Author’s 
refped  for,  ib. 

Chippaway  Frigate,  coll  of,  388. 

. Fort*  Captain  Hamilton  commandant  at,  389*  his 

civilities  to  the  Author,  ib. ; defcription  of  the  village  of,  395. 

Chipping,  Mr.  Diredtor  of  Affairs  of  the  United  States  with  the 
Indians,  264. 

Coinage,  ffandard  of,  in  New  York,  184;  in  Penrlfylvania,  ib. 

Colman,  Mr.  account  of  his  iron-works,  71. 

Cooper,  Mr.  his  chara&er,  138;  chief  objedt  of  his  account  in 
America,  ib.  ; his  lands,  ib.. 

County  Rates,  their  amount  inMontgbmery,  2 7 ; at  Reading,  51 1 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  192;  in  Upper  Canada,  432. 

Crooked  Lake,  account  of,  199* 

th 

Dafh,  interelilng  account  of  the  family  of,  141 ; their  farm,  ib.; 
its  expences  and  produce,  ib. 

Deblerff’s  Inn,  fingular  account  of,  109. 

Detroit  Fort,  its  fituation,  384  ; its  population,  385  ; the  prihcL 
pal  fettlement  in  Upper  Canada,  427. 

Dobfon,  Major,  commanding  officer  at  Kingfton,  510  ; on  board 
bis  barge4he  Author  proceeds  to  the  American  coaft,  530. 
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Dollar,  value  of,  in  Pennfylvania,  13#;  at  Tioga,  ib. ; in  Upper 
Canada,  432  ; in  Lower  Canada,  568. 

BorcTiefter,  Lord,  Governor-general  of  the  Britifh  polfeffions  in 
North  America,  406 ; his  ideas  concerning  the  feat  of  govern- 
ment of  Upper  Canada,  491  ; prohibits  the  Author  to  proceed 
to  Lower  Canada,  582;  his  adminiftration  marked  with  juftice 
and  mildnefs,  546;  his  character,  569. 

Duck’s  Iflands,  defcription  of,  485  ; uninhabited,  488. 

Dunkers,  account  of,  65;  their  inftitution,  66,  67;  their  hjftory 
and  dodlriites,  67  to  71. 

Dupettitthouars,  M.  travelling  companion  of  the  Author,  17&; 
embarked  in  queft  of  De  la  Peyroufe,  165  ; returns  to  France, 
obtains  a {hip  and  was  killed  in  the  Battle  of  the  Nile,  note  to 
page  166. 

E. 

Earl,  Lieutenant,  commander  of  the  Onandago  cutter,  486,  490® 

Education,  greatly  negle&ed  in  Lower  Canada,  564. 

Emigration,  frequent  in  America,  196  ; its  caufes,  197- 

Englilh  Navy,  its  force  in  Upper  Canada,  513  ; all  built  of  tim- 
ber freih  cut  down,  514;  price  of  building,  ib. ; provifion  of 
{hip-timber  might  ealily  be  made,  ib. 

Ephrata,  village  of,  66. 

Erie  Fort,  defcription  of,  382 ; its  commandant  Major  Pratt,  383 ; 
duty  of  the  foldiers,  ib.  ; their  pay  and  allowances,  384;  a 
large  Itorehoufe  private  property,  385. 

Erie  Lake,  the  feat  of  a battle  between  General  Wayne  and  the 
Indians  in  1794,  327;  account  of  the  fettlement  of,  330;  agues 
very  common,  332. 

Eftates,  uncertainty  of  the  poifeffion  of,  in  the  county  of  Lu- 
cern,  &c.  151. 

T. 

Farmers,  prejudices  of  the  American,  12,  57,  132. 

Fifhing  Creek,  145. 

Flemming,  Peggy,  hiftory  of,  taken  prifoner  by  the  Indians,  373-, 
374,  375. 

Flour,  price  of,  at  Robertfon’s  Mill,  15  ; at  Kentucky,  85 ; near 

Friendfrnill, 
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Friendfmill,  220;  neasWortymile  Creek,  46 1 ; at  Kingdom 
499- 

Fortymiie  Creek,  460. 

Franklin,  Colonel,  account  of  his  proceedings  near  Afylum,  156, 
157. 

Frey,  Mr.  a German,  defcription  of  his  mill,  91  J quantity  it 
grinds,  and  workmens’  wages,  92. 

Friendfmill,  account  of  the  fettlement  of,  201;  founded  by  the 
Quakers,  ib. ; account  of  the  Landlady  at,  231. 

Fur-Trade,  how  carried  on  with  the  Indians  in  the  Illinois,  525; 
the  only  branch  of  commerce  belonging  to  Canada,  548  ; how 
carried  on  between  Canada  and  Europe,  549 ; names  of  the 
moft  important  places  in  America  for  that  trade,  575 ; how 
many  bundles  of  peltry  collected  in  each,  ib. ; by  whom  that 
trade  is  carried  on,  576,  5 77?  578;  account  of  its  expences 
and  proceeds,  582,  583 ; total  amount  of  the  fur-trade,  586. 

G, 

Geneftee  Flats,  their  regular  inundations,  276  ; their  extent,  2 77 ; 
belong  for  the  moft  part  to  the  Indians,  ib. ; means  of  acquir- 
ing it  from  them,  2/8. 

Geneftee  River,  its  courfe  rapid  and  full  of  windings,  284  ; the 
water  generally  muddy  and  bad,  ib. 

Gerbier,  hiftory  of  M.  37- 

Gneifs^  rocks  of,  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  333  ; veins  of, w 
on  the  banks  of  the  Sufquehannah,  335. 

Granite,  between  Roxborough  and  Philadelphia,  10;  on  Peter’s 
mountain,  336;  of  a reddiih  colour,  near  Newark,  552;  in 
Thoufand  Iftands,  571  ; near  Montreal,  ib. 

Green,  Mr.  account  of  his  eftate,  46 1 ; his  price  of  purchafe,  ib. ; 
his  produce,  ib.  ; his  family,  463. 

Guillemard,  Mr.  travelling  companion  of  the  Author,  2;  his 
journal  of  Lower  Canada,  554. 

H. 

^Hamilton,  Mr.  member  of  the  legiflature  of  Upper  Canada,  402. 

Hamilton,  Captain,  commandant  at  Fort  Chippaway,  3S9;  his 
civilities  to  the  Author,  ib. 
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Hamilton,  Mr.  proprietor  of  the  town  bf  Lancafter,  76  ; his  in-* 
come,  ib. 

Hammond,  Mr.  Englifh  minifter  at  the  United  States,  380,  529* 

Hand,  General,  Author’s  vifit  to,  73. 

Hannah,  Brigadier-general,  100. 

Harris,  Mr.  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Harrifburg,  94. 

Harrifburg,  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Dauphin,  94;  its  founda- 
tion, ib. ; unhealthinefs  of  the  town,  93  ; a mill-dam  deflroyed 
by  its  inhabitants,  96  ; a prifon  and  feffions-houfe,  ib,  ; de- 
scription of  its  inhabitants,  98. 

Hemp,  growing  wild  on  the  banks  of  Lake  Ontario,  519, 

Homicide,  how  atoned  for  among  the  Indians,  319* 

Hunt’s  Ferry,  f51. 

I. 

Illinois,  fettlement  on  the  river,  a great  depot  for  the  fur-trade, 
525 ; population  of  the  Illinois  town,  52 6. 

Indian  Corn,  price  of  at  Robertfon’s  farm,  1 1 ; at  Mr.  Nichol- 
fqn’s,  63  ; at  Kentucky,  85  ; at  Painted  Poft,  195  ; near 
Friendfmill,  220 ; at  Watkinftown,  262;  at  Mr.  Pitt’s.,  272; 
in  Lower  Canada,  563. 

Indians,  rendered  Jjrutal  and  debauched  by  the  whites,  268  : 
their  price  when  murdered  by  the  latter,  269  ; delineation  of 
their  manners  and  cufloms,  281  ; their  trade  with  the  Ameri- 
cans, 291  ; attachment  to  the  French,  302;  care  of  their  chil- 
dren, 316  ; cruelty  of  putting  their  parents  to  death,  when  old 
or  ihfirtn,  317;  their  hofpitality,  319  j marriages,  328  ; their 
difeafes,  322  ; remedies,  323  ; bite  of  a rattle-fnake  eafily 
cured,  323,  324  ; their  language  always  figurative,  324  ; man- 
ner of  waging  war,  325  ; of  making  peace,  326  ; their  condu6| 
and  treatment  of  prifoners,  339  to  379  t employed  to  apprehend 
Britifn  deferters,  5 1 7* 

Inn-keepers,  many  of  great  refpe, stability,  44. 

Inns,  great  number  of,  in  America,  98. 

Inviolability,  places  of,  among  the  Indians,  325. 

Johnfon,  Mr.  of  Virginia,  hiftory  of,  taken  prifoner  by  the  Indi- 
ans, 339  to  3 73. 

Juftice,  how  admintftcred  in  Lower  Canada,  566* 
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K. 

Kentucky,  produce  of  land,  at,  85  ; its  population,  86. 

Kingfton,  defcription  of  the  city  of,  489  ; its  barracks,  ib.  ; its 
harbours,  490 ; intended  by  Lord  Dorchefter  as  the  feat  of  go ? 
vernment  of  Upper  Canada;  his  reafons,  ib.;  the  objections 
of  Governor  vSimcoe,  492  ; its  trade,  497  ; a ftaple  port,  ib.  ; 
no  regular  market,  505  ; account  of  its  inhabitants,  507  ; 
fchools,  and  price  of  learning,  508  ; church,  509* 

Knott,  DoCtor,  phyfician  to  the  army  in  Canada,  his  meteorolo- 
gical  obfervations,  568  ; a man  of  extenftve  knowledge,  ib. 

L. 

Labour,  price  of,  at  Robertfon’s,  11;  near  Reading,  43  ; at 
Lancafter,  78  ; at  Middletown,  93  ; at  M^lifter’s,  102;  in 
Northumberland,  130  ; near  Mr.  Montgomery’s,  144  ; at  Afy- 
lum,  1/6,  at  Painted  Polt,  196;  in  Canandaqua,  266;  in 
Genelfee  Flats,  276;  near  Chippaway,  401;  near  Fortymile 
Creek,  46 1 ; in  the  diftriCt  of  Kingfton,  500  ; in  Upper  Ca- 
nada, 561  ; in  Lower  Canada,  568. 

Lancafter,  arrival  at  the  city  of,  73;  its  fituation,  76  ; its  popu- 
lation,  ib.  ; difpofttion  of  its  inhabitants,  81;  its  democratic 
focieties,  ib.  ; churches,  82. 

Land,  immenfe  profits  on  fpeculation  of,  in  America,  261. 

— , price  of,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Norriftown,  6;  about 

Reading,  43  ; near  Lancafter,  77  ; at  Kentucky,  85  ; at  Mid- 
dletown, 93  ; near  Harrifburg,  98  ; about  Northumberland, 
.129;  near  Mr.  Montgomery’s,  144;  in  the  diftriCt  of  t idl- 
ing Creek,  146  ; at  Berwick,  147  at  Afylum,  174;  at  Tioga, 
182  ; at  Newtown,  186;  near  Painted  Poft,  195;  between 
Lake  Seneca  and  Friendfmill,  2l6  ; at  Captain  W illiamfon’s, 
240;  in  Canandaqua,  265;  at  Canawagas  290 ; near  Chippa- 
way, 401  ; near  Fortymile  Creek,  46 1 ; in  the  diftriCl  of  King- 
fton, 504;  in  the  liland  of  Montreal,  550. 

produce  of,  at  Robertfon’s,  11  ; at  Mr.  Nicholfon  s,  57  ; 
near  Lancafter,  78;  at  Kentucky,  85;  about  Northumber- 
, land,  131;  at  Afylum,  174;  at  Colonel  Starret’s,  187;  at 
kSqui re  M4  Coi-nick’ s,  19 1 ; between  Lake  Seneca  and  Friendf- 
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mill,  217;  in  Canandaqua,  265;  at  Mr.  Pitt’s,  272;  in  Ge^ 
nefiee  Flats,  2J6;  near  Fortymile  Creek,  461  ; in  the  diflridfc 
of  Kingfton,  500. 

Legaux,  farm  of  Mr.  19;  defcription  of  his  cottage,  20  ; vine- 
yards, 21  ; his  litigious  difpofition. 

Lime,  price  of,  in  Northumberland,  130. 

Lirneftone,  ftrata  of,  near  Lancafter,  71;  in  the  vicinity  of  Philar 
delphia,  334;  at  the  cataradl  of  Niagara,  551  ; in  Kingfton, 
552. 

Littlehales,  Major,  adjutant  and  firii  fecretary  to  General  Sim- 
coe,  483  ; his  character,  ib. ; appears  to  pofiefs  the  confidence 
of  the  country,  ib. 

Loretto,  a fmall  village  of  chriftian  Indians,  of  the  Huron  Tribes, 
note  to  page  570  ; chara&ers  and  manners  of  its  inhabitants,  ib.; 
their  religion,  ib. 

Lotteries,  pernicious  confequences  of,  29. 

Loyalfock,  diftrict  of,  173;  its  extent,  174;  a corn-mill  and 
faw-mill  erecting,  177. 

M/. 

Mac  Alifter,  Mr.  defcription  of  his  farm,  mills,  &c.  101  ; culti- 
vation of  his  land,  102;  his  romantic  fettlement,  104;  his  cha- 
racter, 105. 

Mac  Cornick,  ’Squire,  his  eftate  and  purchafe  of,  191  i its  pro- 
duce, ib.;  his  taxes,  193. 

Mac  Donald,  Mr.  intendant-general  of  Upper  Canada,  535  ; his 
method  of  tranfacting  bufinefs,  534;  his  pay,  ib,. 

Maple  Sugar,  at  Fifhing  Creek,  145;  its  price,  146;  made  in 
great  abundance  at  Afylum,  176;  its  price  at  Painted  Poft, 
195 ; made  largely  in  Genefiee,  228  ; the  medium  produce  of 
a tree,  ib.  ; mode;  of  making  maple- fu gar,  treacle,  and  vinegar, 
ib.  ; produced  in  Genefiee  Flats,  276  ; its  price,  ib. 

Marble,  quarries  of,  near  Norrifiown,  30 ; on  the  banks  of  the 
Skuylkill,  334. 

Maytown,  village  of,  87;  its  inhabitants  Germans,  88. 

Metcalf,  Captain,  an  inn-keeper,  account  of  his  eftate  at  Watkipf- 
town,260;  faw-mill,  262. 

Michdlimakkinak  h ort,  an  important  place  for  the  fur-trade,  525. 

JVudcuetown, 
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Middletown,  fttuation  oL  90 ; its  corn  and  meal  trade,  ib. 

Miller,  Abraham,  of  Fithing  Creek,  account  of  his  farm,  145; 
price  of  labour,  ib. 

Miller,  Rachael,  a notary  and  companion  of  Jemima  Wilkinfon’s, 

205  ; all  the  lands  purchafed  in  her  name,  ib. 

Mineralogicai  obfervations,  333  to  338  ; 2/1  to  57 5,  incluftve. 

Miflouri  River,  the  whole  fur-trade,  on  the,  engrafted  by  the 
Spaniards,  526. 

Montgomery,  Mr.  Author’s  arrival  at,  143  ; account  of  his  faw- 
mill,  ib.  ; price  of  labour  and  land,  144;  the  inhabitants  in 
this  neighbourhood  moftly  Dutch,  ib. ; account  of  an  epidemic 
difeafe  fatal  to  horfes,  ib. 

Montreal,  account  of  the  town  of,  558 ; principal  depot  of  the 
peltry-trade,  560  ; an  hofpital,  567  ; price  of  houfe-rent,  at, 

568  ; its  markets,  5 69* 

Morris,  Mr.  his  farm  at  Mountmorris,  28 2 ; its  produce,  ib  ; the 
proprietor  of  Canawaga,  289. 

Mountmorris,  an  Indian  Village,  280. 

Mountains,  Blue,  account  of  the,  105. 

N. 

Nary  hall,  the  feat  of  Governor  Simcoe,  Authors  departure  from, 

479- 

Navigation,  fums  raifed  by  a lottery  for  inland,  29. 

Nefcopeck,  n pid  currents,  147* 

Newark,  fituation  of  the  town  of,  452 ; its  houfes,  ib.;  fcarcity 
of  men  fervants,  453  ; the  only  newfpaper  in  Upper  Canada, 
printed  here,  470  ; no  church,  472. 

Newtown,  on  the  banks  of  the  Tioga,  defcription  of,  186;  its 
price  of  land,  ib. 

Niagara,  defcription  of  the  cataraCt  of,  390  to  394  ; bell  point 
of  view  from  Table  Rock,  396. 

Niagara  River  and  Lake,  451  ; abound  with  great  variety  of 
fifh,  ib. 

Niagara  Fort,  account  of,  457  ; originally  conftru&ed  by  M.  de 
la  Tonquiere,  ib.;  ceded  to  the  United  States,  458. 

Nicholfon,  Mr.  account  of  his  manufactories,  8. 

Nicholfon,  I 
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Nicholfon,  Mr.  account  of  his  bank  of  oi*e  million  acres  of  land, 

162. 

Norris,  fettlement  of  Mr.  224  ; a pot  and  pearl  a(h  work,  225. 

Norriftown,  iituation  and  buildings  of,  24  ; its  prifon,  ib. 

Northumberland,  account  of  the  county  of,  127  ; its  public 
buildings,  ib. ; its  houfes,  128  ; inhabitants  moftly  Dutch,  129  ; 
price  of  houfe-rent,  in,  131;  its  population,  133  ; the  politi- 
cal fentiments  of  its  inhabitants,  ib. ; refidence  of  Dr.  Prieftley, 
138. 

Nunneries,  in  Lower  Canada,  account  of  the,  562. 

O, 

Oak,  price  of,  near  Reading,  43. 

Oats,  price  of,  at  Mr.  Nicholfon’s  farm,  63  ; at  Old  Shefhequen, 
180;  at  Tioga,  182;  at  Painted  Poll,  195;  at  Mr.  Pitt’s, 
2/2  ; in  Lower  Canada,  56 8. 

Onandago  Cutter,  burthen  of  the,  484;  on  board  which  the  Au- 
thor embarks  for  Kingfton,  ib.;  account  of  his  companions 
and  pafTage,  ib.  ; is  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Earl,  486. 

Ofwego  Fort,  account  of,  533,  536;  its  iituation,  533  ; defer- 
tion  prevalent  among  the  foldiers,  537. 

Ofwego  River,  its  rapids,  539* 

Oxen,  price  of,  at  Old  Shefhequen,  180  ; at  Painted  Poft,  196  ; 
near  Friendfmill,  220  ; in  the  diftridt  of  Kingfton,  502. 

P. 

Pachiomming  Creek,  3 1 . 

Painted  Poll,  account  of  the  town  of,  195  ; from  whence  it  de- 
rived its  name,  ib. 

Paper-money,  univerfally  received  in  Upper  Canada,  387- 

Parker,  ’Squire,  ftrongly  attached  to  Jemima  Wilkinfon,  212; 
affumed  the  name  of  the  Prophet  Elijah,  213. 

Parr,  Captain,  commanding  officer  at  Kingfton,  510  ; Author’s 
friendfhip  for,  and  civilities  received  from,  519,  520. 

Peltrjr,  the  chief  commodity  exported  from  Detroit,  286;  how 
valued  by  the  Indians,  525  ; inferior  to  thofe  of  Hudfon’s  Bay, 
527;  fine,  what  is  fo  called,  576;  mixed,  ib. ; fineft  where 

colleded. 
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colleded,  ib. ; value»thereof,  583  ; amount  exported  from  Ca-* 
nada in  1 786,  588. 

Penn,  William,  his  diftribution  of  land,  5. 

Peyfel  Conrad,  a German,  founder  of  the  order  of  Dunkers,  67. 

Philadelphia,  Author’s  departure  from,  2 ; defcription  of  the 
country  in  its  vicinity,  7- 

Flilyn,  William,  hiftory  of,  taken  prifoner  by  the  Indians,  and 
murdered,  378,  37 9* 

Phylicians,  their  fees  in  the  United  States,  34. 

Pitt,  eftate  of  Mr.  150  ; its  ftock  and  produce,  ib. 

Planks,  price  of,  at  Mac  Alifter’s  mill,  104 ; in  Northumber- 
land, 130  ; at  Captain  Williamfon’s  mill,  251 ; at  Dutchmill, 
521. 

Plafter  of  Paris,  mixed  with  the  feed,  11,  103. 

Pondrit,  the  guide,  account  of,  300,  his  charadter,  301. 

Poor’s  Rates,  unknoyvn  at  Poxborough,  15  ; and  in  the  diftriCi  of 
fCingfton,  509;  their  amount  in  Montgomery,  27;  at  Read- 
ing, 51  ; in  the  State  of  New  York,  193  ; in  the  county  of 
Ontario,  ib. 

Poplars,  Italian,  introduced  into  America,  87 ; particularly  in 
Philadelphia,  ib. 

Pot-alh,  manufactured  at  Afylum,  177  ; on  the  banks  of  Lake 
Seneca,  225. 

Potter,  Mr.  account  of  his  Eftate,  226  ; his  charader,  ib.  ; his 
corn  and  faw  mills,  227. 

Pottfgrove,  country  around,  36  ; defcription  of  the  town  of,  37; 
its  iron  forges,  ib. 

Pratt,  Major,  commandant  at  Fort  Erie,  383  ; his  civility  to  the 
Author  and  his  Friend,  381 . 

Prieftly,  Dr.  account  of  his  reception  at  New  York  and  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, 136  ; he  removes  to  Northumberland,  137  ; his  re- 
sidence, 138;  his  politics,  ib. ; bulled  in  the  inftitution  of  a 
college,  |b, 

Pi  left  ley,  Jofeph,  eldeft  fon  of  the  DoCtor,  his  induftrious  pur- 
suits, 139. 

Proteftant  Clergy,  a feventh  part  of  the  lands  in  Upper  Canada 
allotted  for  their  fupport,  472. 

jPuddingftone,  large  maftes  of,  near  Reading,  335. 


Quakers, 
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Q. 

Quakers,  account  of  their  fettlement  at  Friend  fmill,  201. 

Quenty  Bay,  account  of,  488. 

Quebec,  account  of  the  town  of,  558 ; its  feminary,  by  whom 
kept,  563  ; an  hofpital  and  lazaretto,  5 67  ; its  public  library, 
ib.  ; an  almanack  printed  here,  the  only  book  printed  in  all 
Canada,  568  ; price  of  houfe-rent,  568  ; its  markets,  569. 

R. 

Rattlefnake,  the  bite  of  a,  not  dangerous,  258;  how  cured,  259; 
account  of  one  near  Tonowante,  310  ; its  {lough  pounded  ufed 
as  a cleanfer  of  blood,  324. 

Reading,  chief  town  of  the  county  of  Berklhire,  45  ; its  fituation, 
ib.  ; manufactory,  46  ; its  population,  ib. ; litigioufnefs  of  its 
inhabitants,  47  ; churches  and  minillers,  ib. ; freedom  of  rcli- 
ligion,  48  ; property  of  the  inhabitants,  49 ; their  public  fpirit, 
50;  markets,  51;  its  corn  trade,  52;  many  mills  near  the 
town,  53. 

Red  Jacket,  a famous  warrior,  of  the  Seneca  Indians,  267 • 

Rice,  wild,  grows  on  the  borders  of  the  Lake  Ontario,  518,  519  l 
brought  by  the  Indians  to  Kingiton,  ib. 

Roads,  neglected  in  Pennfylvania,  4;  in  Trap,  31  ; how  kept  in 
repair  in  the  diftridl  of  Kingfton,  509. 

Robinfon,  Benedict,  efiate  of,  216  ; its  cultivation,  217  ; its  pro- 
duce, ib. ; his  file  of  cheefe,  and  price,  220. 

flobertfcn,  houfe  and  mill  of  Mr.  10  ; account  of  his  land  and; 
produce,  1 1 ; his  cultivation,  12  ; firft  mill  built  in  America,  ib. 

Roman  Catholic  Religion,  the  eftablifhed  church  in  Lower  Ca- 
nada, 56 1. 

Roxborough,  county  rates  and  taxes  at,  15. 

Rum,  ufe  of,  its  effe<5ts  on  the  Indians,  449* 

Rye,  price  of,  at  Old  Shefhequen,  180;  at  Tioga,  182;  at 
Painted  Poft,  195;  near  Friendfmill,  220,. 

S. 

Seneca  Indians,  their  drefs  and  manners,  267 ; pay  a viiit  to  Mr, 
Chipping,  ib.;  to  Governor  Simcoe,  450. 

Seneca 
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Seneca  Lake,  223  ; defcription  of,  ib. ; its  banks,  224;  its  navi- 
gation, ib. 

Settlers,  fir#  operations  of  new,  108,  293  ; their  mode  of  living, 
125  ; defcription  of  their  dwellings,  295. 

Seward,  Major,  commandant  at  Fort  Niagara,  459* 

Shefhequen,  New,  town  of,  180. 

— , Old,  village  of,  the  plantation  of  Solomon  Teafy, 
at,  178  ; its  extent  and  price  for  fale,  179. 

Shipack  Creek,  3 1 . 

Ship-building,  price  of,  in  Upper  Canada,  514. 

Simcoe,  General,  Lieutenant-governor  of  Upper  Canada,  380  ; 
why  he  accepted  the  appointment,  409 ; his  plan  for  fettling 
and  peopling  Upper  Canada,  ib.  ; his  proje&  of  removing  the 
feat  of  government  to  the  banks  of  the  River  de  la  Franche, 
now  named  the  Thames,  411;  his  maxims  of  government, 
413,  414  ; his  good  policy,  ib.  ; his  opinion  on  the  produce, 
415  ; on  the  corn  and  fur-trade,  ib. ; his  projedts  and  views, 
416,  417  ; his  plans  of  military  opinions,  419;  Author’s  ob- 
fervations  on  his  intentions,  420,  421,  422  ; fentiments  in  re- 
gard to  the  United  States,  423  to  426,  inclufive  ; his  rancour 
again#  them,  428  ; his  character,  430  ; habitation,  ib.  ; man- 
ner of  living,  ib.  ; character  of  Mrs.  Simcoe,  431  ; receives  a 
vifit  from  the  Tufcarora  Indians,  441;  defcription  of  them, 
442 ; his  projedl  of  giving  half  civilization  to  the  Indians,  447  ; 
Author’s  remarks  thereon,  447,  448,  449;  vifits  an  Indian  vil- 
lage, 473  ; his  fpeech  on  the  occafion,  474. 

Skuyl,  James,  hiflory  of,  taken  prifoner  by  the  Indians,  3/a,  376, 
377. 

Skuylkill  River,  defcription  of,  36 ; is  defigned  to  join  the  Sua- 
tara,  by  a canal,  90* 

Slow,  Mr.  hiltory  of,  74. 

Smith,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  of  the  fifth  regiment,  452 ; his  houfe 
and  garden  at  Newark,  453  ; his  clearing  five  thoufand  acres 
of  land,  ib. 

Soldiers  defert  from  Canada,  454  ; the  caufe  affigned,  ib.  : cere- 
mony of  Europeans  in  their  hair-dreffing,  487. 

Specie,  fcarcity  of,  in  Upper  Canada,  386. 

Springmill,  account  of,  19. 

Squaw, 
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Squaw,  a name  for  an  Indiari  female,  302  interefiing  account  of 
the  kindnefs  of  one  to  her  brother,  302,  303  ; reflections  on 
female  friendfliip  by  the  Author,  304. 

Squawhill,  an  Indian  village,  280  ; defcription  of  a hut,  ib. 
Starrett,  eftate  of  Colonel,  187;  produce  of  his  land,  ib.  ;•  his 
diltilleries,  188  ; ’Squire  Mac  Corniek’s  opinion  of,  189. 
Steward,  Mr.  curate  of  Kingfton,  505  ; his  character,  ib. ; man- 
ner of  leafing  out  his  lands,  50 6. 

Stone,  quarries  of,  near  Lancafter,  80  ; its  price,  81. 

Store,  Captain  of  the  militia  of  Upper  Canada,  521 ; defcription 
of  his  mill,  called  Dutchmill,  ib. ; his  price  for  fa  wing,  ib. 
Suatara  River,  account  of,  91 . 

Sunbury,  town  of,  117  ; its  fituation,  ib.  ; its  public  buildings, 
127  ; houfes,  128  ; no  market,  130. 

Surgeons,  numerous  in  the  diftridi  of  Providence,  34 ; their 
fees,  ib. 

Sufquehannah,  rapids  of  the  river,  88  ; its  banks,  ib. ; naviga- 
tion, ib.  ; its  breadth  near  Sunbury,  118. 

t. 

Taxes,  account  of  the,  in  Montgomery,  27;  in  the  diftridfc  of 
Providence,  32  ; at  Harrifburg,  9 7 \ in  the  State  of  New  York, 
193  ; at  Watkinflown,  262.;  in  Upper  Canada,  431. 

Tioga,  the  name  of  the  only  fon  of  General  Simcoe,  given  him  by 
the  Mohawk  Indians,  451. 

Tioga,  town  and  river  of,  181. 

Tode,  Mr.  at  Montreal,  largely  concerned  in  the  fur-trade  with 
the  Indians,  526. 

Tonowante,  account  of  the  Indian  village  of,  309  ; here  Pondrit 
the  guide  refides,  308. 

Touzy,  Mr.  an  Englifli  clergyman  in  Quebec*  5 5 7 5 clearings 
feven  or  eight  thoufand  acres  of  land,  ib. 

Trap,  account  of  the  village  of,  32;  the  large#  in  the  diftridfc  of 
Providence,  ib. 

Trees,  fpecies  of,  between  Lancafter  and  Marytown,  86;  near 
Mac  Alifter’s,  107  ; at  Afylum,  173  ; in  the  diftrid  of  Wal- 
kingflown,  262;  in  Upper  Canada,  553. 

Tulpehocken  Creek,  115. 

Turnips, 
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Turnips,  how  cultivated  at  Angelico,  61. 

Tufcarora  Indians,  defcription  of,  441  ; pay  a viiit  to  Governor1 
Simcoe,  ib. ; account  of  their  drefs  and  manners,  442„ 

Y. 

Vapour  Baths,  how  made  by  the  Indians,  323. 

Wi 

Wampum,  a Ihell  ufed  for  money  among  the  Indians,  319;  ufed 
as  an  ornament,  and  alfo  as  a pledge  for  the  performance  of 
any  contrad,  321. 

Warren,  Mr.  account  of  his  farm  and  produce,  185;  its  pur- 
chafe,  ib. 

Walworth,  Captain,  account  of  his  eftate,  2 73;  defcription  of 
his  houfe,  274  ; his  price  of  land,  and  terms  of  payment,  275. 

Watkinftown,  deftrid  of,  260  ; a fchool,  262  ; its  price,  ib„; 
ague  a common  diforder,  ib. 

Wayne,  General*  concludes  a peace  with  the  Indians,  327 ; its 
manner  and  form,  32 7,  328. 

Wheat,  price  of,  at  Robertfon’s  farm,  11  ; at  Mr.  Nicholfon’s, 
63  ; at  Old  Shefhequen,  180  ; atTipga,  182  ; at  Painted  Poll, 
195;  near  FriendfmilL,  220;  at  Watkinftown,  262;  in  Ca- 
nandaqua,  265;  at  Mr.  Pitt’s,  272;  at  Mountmorris,  282  ; 
near  Fortymile  Creek,  461  ; in  the  diftrid  of  Kingfton,  504; 
in  Lower  Canada,  568. 

Whifkey,  diftilled  from  rye,  104;  from  cyder,  ib.;  its  price  at 
Mac  Aiifter’s,  ib. ; at  Jerfey,  ib. ; mixed  with  water  the  com- 
mon drink,  125  ; diftilleries  of,  at  Colonel  Starrett’s,  from  rye, 
289  ; its  price,  ib. 

White,  Bifhop,  of  Philadelphia,  a friend  of  Mr.  Steward  of  King- 
fton, 505. 

White,  Mr.  Attorney-general  in  Upper  Canada,  434. 

White,  Mr.  account  of  his  lands  and  price,  113  ; his  character, 

114. 

White  Horfe  Inn,  near  Pottfgrove,  account  of  the,  40. 

Wilkinfon,  Jemima,  leader  of  a fed  of  Quakers.,  2,01;  hiftory  of 
her  fettlement  between  Lake  Seneca  and  Crooked  Lake,  named 
Jerufalem,  204  ; account  of  her  meeting  and  her  drefs,  205  ; 

her 
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her  do&rines,  20 6 ; defcription  of  her  houfe,  ib. ; her  hypo^ 
crify,  ib. ; her  manner  of  living,  210;  attachment  to  ’Squire 
Parker,  21 2. 

Willkfbarre,  Author’s  journey  to,  from  Berwick,  148,  149  ; ar- 
rival at,  150  ; defcription  of,  151 ; chief  town  in  the  county 
of  Lucern,  ib. 

Williamfon,  Captain,  founder  of  the  moll  extenlive  fettlement  in 
America,  249 ; his  purchafe  of  Mr.  Morris  one  million,  five 
hundred  thoufand  acres,  235  ; his  divifion  of  the  lands,  236  ; 
his  plan  and  fyftem,  ib.  ; his  firlt  fettlers  defert  him,  237; 
always  in  the  midll  of  his  pofielfions,  239  ; conditions  of  felling 
his  land,  240  ; his  terms  of  payment,  241  ; his  public  charac- 
ter, 245  ; reflections  by  the  Author,  246  ; his  private  charac- 
ter, 249,  250;  defcription  of  his  habitation,  253  ; mode  of  liv- 
ing, ib.  ; account  of  Mrs.  Williamfon,  255 ; Author’s  depar- 
ture from,  ib. 

Williamlburg,  village  of,  283  ; its  fituation,  ib. 

Withins,  Mr.  ereCled  a bridge  near  Lancafler,  80  ; its  annual  pro- 
fits, ib. 

Weffahiccon  Rivulet,  defcription  of,  16,  17. 

Wyaluling,  village  of,  154;  its  fituation,  ib. 

Wyalufing  Creek,  154. 

Y. 

York,  account  of  the  town  of,  478  ; intended  by  Governor  Sim- 
coe,  as  the  centre  of  the  naval  force  on  Lake  Ontario,  ib. ; its 
inhabitants  not  of  the  fairefl  character,  ib. ; the  Indians  their 
only  neighbours,  479  5 unhealthinefs  of  the  town,  494. 


T.  GHlety  Printer,  Salisbury- Square. 
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